
FOOD AND DRINK

Excellent cuisine at reasonable prices

STANDARD  TANDOORI
INDIAN RESTAURANT & TAKEAWAY

OPEN 12.00-2.30, 6.00-11.30 7 DAYS

-- Opposite the Phoenix Cinema  --
117 Walton St, Oxford, OX2 6AJ. tel. 553557
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FREE
glass of house

wine with special
sausage and
mash lunch.

News Cafe, 1 Ship Street, Oxford.
Tel: 242317

by W.S. Gilbert and Sir Arthur Sullivan

The Pirates of
Penzance

OU G & S Society presents

St John’s College Auditorium
Tuesday 30th Jan - Saturday 3rd Feb

8pm (Sat mat. 2.30)
Tickets from 798600 or on door.

DISCO, PA & LIGHTING  equipment - hire and sales. 118
Cowley Road, 722027.
BANDS, DISCO, KARAOKE.  Equipment hire from ODS, (01865)
736660.
DISCOS, KARAOKES AND EQUIPMENT HIRE  - Dave
Seamer Entertainments, (01865) 240054.

BANDS, DISCOS, LIGHTS

Now over 35,000 visits  per week   -

The Faculty of English, University of Oxford
PRESENTS

the second in a new series of special lectures on Biography

GRAHAM  ROBB
Biographer of Victor Hugo, Balzac and

Rimbaud
“BEING A BIOGRAPHER”

Thursday 1 February at 5.15pm, Lecture Theatre 2.
St. Cross Building, Manor Road.

EUPHORIA HARDHOUSE CD ’s -mint cond £10 Dann-b-
e@talk21.com 07957102901(text)
PIONEER-SE-F70  Compact Closed back headphones good
cond £15 Dann-b-e@talk21.com 07957102901(text)
CANON BJ10EX PRINTER, compact working £20 Dann-b-
e@talk21.com 07957102901(text)
COLOUR TELEVISION WITH  remote control, excellent
condition, £50, 553075
WOODEN DESK CHAIR,  painted white, very good condition,
£8, 553075
KEYBOARD AND MOUSE, PC compatible, £5, great condition,
553075
FLEXIBLE TABLE LAMP.  multi directional head. black. new,
£4. notitia@mexico.com
CYCLE COIL LOCK.  used one week. leaving u.k. £4,50.
notitia@mexico.com
COAL-EFFECT GAS  hetaer (unused) tel Michael 718685
GAME GEAR_EXCELL.condition: Power, 5 games, Carry-case,
£35: 01865790013, spencermasters@mail.com
SOFA & ARMCHAIR, EXCELLENT  condition, fire regulations,
velour material 07899093552
OFFICE/HOME/COLLEGE  Furniture for Sale:Must go:
tel:0777 571 3363
UV LIGHTS SET  of5 15watt £45 451235/slarti@fetchmail.com
SONY 8MM CAMCORDER  video inputs, w/anglelens £150
451235/slarti@fetchmail.com
ARMCHAIR FOOT STOOL: £115, 6 months old,
farewell_sale@hotmail.com, 01235525767
M.VODAFON MC 920  SEGEM.£15 minjas@hotmail.com
FANS (3 C19TH):  good, fair, poor condition respectively. Judy
Ox204916
ANGLEPOISE  Lamp, £5, trish.mcniff@earth.ox.ac.uk
KIRBY VACUUM CLEANER, all attachments, spare bags/belt,
£20, trish.mcniff@earth.ox.ac.uk
REPLACEMENT KEYBOARD, WIN.95/98  compatible. new.
£8. notitia@mexico.com
CYCLE COIL LOCK.  used one week. £4,50. leaving u.k.
notitia@mexico.com
DOUBLE HAMMOCK VGC.  £10 07879446256.
claire@dialoguedirect.net
COLOUR WORD PROCESSOR, VGC. Hardly used. £150.
07879446256. claire@dialoguedirect.net
WASHING MACHINE VGC, hardly used. £200. 07879446256.
claire@dialoguedirect.net
FACIAL SAUNA BRAND NEW,  still in box. £20 07714061117
STEP MACHINE- HYDRAULIC ACTION,  computer display,
vgc. £50 07714061117

FOR SALE

SERVICES OFFERED
VANOLOGY REMOVAL SERVICE. Reasonable rates. Local
and long distance. Reliable. Phone/ fax John. 01865-243609 or
van@vanology.screaming.net

‘MOVING?’  THE COLLEGE  Carriage Company has the
answer to all your removal needs. Please ask about vacation
storage! Tel: 01865-891408.
BIG OR SMALL WE SHIP IT ALL. ALSO 24-HOUR PHOTOCOPY-
ING, PRIVATE MAILING ADDRESSES (24-HOUR ACCESS AND
FORWARDING WORLDWIDE), BINDING, FAX BUREAU AND MUCH
MORE. MAIL BOXES ETC. , Summertown. 01865 514655

DAILY INFORMATION
OXFORD MAPS

CENTRAL (To Station, Wolfson,
Magdalen Bridge & Folly Bridge) &
GREATER (To Ring Road).
Should your organisation appear on

the next edition of these maps?
Does its current status need

alteration?
View under "Maps" on

www.dailyinfo.co.uk or e-mail us
(dailyinfo@dailyinfo.co.uk) for a free

postal copy of the central map.
Alternatively ‘phone 553377

ACCOMMODATION WANTED
2/3BEDROOM ACCOMODATION  wanted for prof. couple.
01865 248014 iambobji@hotmail.com

COUPLE SEEKS DOUBLE  room asap. email:
keblejon@fsmail.net

ONE BEDROOM FLAT  wanted Cowley road, Professional.
Contact Andy 07752200502
PROF MALE 26 seeks smart 1-2 person Jericho houseshare
bridnjh@talk21.com

FEMALE GRADUATE SEEKS central double room from April/
May 07721097538

PROF FEMALE 25 seeks houseshare/room in South
Oxfordshire frances.smith@nrpb.org.uk

20S PROFESSIONAL FEMALE  seeks large room in
classicalmusic house. 07855302354
2 PROF FEMALES  seek 2 others for houseshare, Louise:
07748648785
ONE BEDROOM FLAT /house wanted. Headington area
preferably. Email: kamil@well.ox.ac.uk
WANTED: ONE BED  flat (couple) North/East Oxford. Geoff
07909926320
CENTRAL LONDON ROOM  only occasional use by paying
Oxford researcher gsr@dmu.ac.uk
HOME/(ROOM) WANTED  Jericho/Summertown March 4 Vic
0780 3702821
HOME/(ROOM) WANTED  Jericho/Summertown March 4 Vic
0780 3702821
LARGE ROOM FOR  professional female from April piano
please?. 07855302354
WANTED GARAGE SPACE  for motorcycle in cowley ££
07788710391 drew.howard@btinternet.com

SINGLE, STRAIGHT MALE,25, seeking kind, fun female.
jay135@hotmail.com
CUTE,YOUNG,MASCULINE GAY GUY looking for discreet fun
in ox calvin@scandalmail.com
MALE-COUPLE HIGH -CULTURE seeks same share arts
country weekends travel gsr@dmu.ac.uk Box 27/1/CN/2
GOOD LOOKING,  28 ,  male with a pulse seeks caring lady 28
- david.mitchell@ntlworld.com Box 27/1/CN/1
BI/GAY MALE,  31, good looking, straight acting and discreet
seeks similar mikebg141@hotmail.com. Box 26/1/CN/5

CONTACTS

THE LIFE OF CHRIST  / Old Master drawings illustrating scenes
from the life of Christ, including unusual subjects such as Christ
Taking Leave of His Mother. Artists include Carracci and Rubens.
18th November - end February 2001 / Christ Church Picture Gal-
lery: Mon-Sat 10.30 - 1 and 2.00 - 4.30, Sunday 2 - 5.30 / 276172.

A PASSION FOR PLANKTON / Photographs by Peter Parks;
free / 12pm - 5pm / Museum of Natural History, Parks Road /
272970 / Fax: 272950

IKATS OF ASIA /  Examples of Ikat, a textile printing technique,
dating back as far as the 9th century. Admission free. / Ashmolean
Museum, Beaumont Street / 278000 / Fax: 278018

‘ FRANCE ET GRANDE-BRÉTAGNE AU JOUR LE JOUR’  / Draw-
ings by Plantu on a theme of international unity / Maison
Francaise, Norham Rd /274220 / Fax: 274225 / Email:
maison@sable.ox.ac.uk

‘PRAETERITA : A SERIES OF PHOTOGRAPHS SUGGESTED
BY THE AUTOBIOGRAPHY OF JOHN RUSKIN’ / by John Riddy
/ Ends 23rd Feb / Ruskin School of Drawing, 74, High St / 276940

KATARZYNA KOZYRA / New Polish art; digitally altered video
installations, exploring what it is to be human / Ends 7th March.
/ Museum of Modern Art, Pembroke Street. Opening times: Tues-
Sun 11am-6pm, Thurs 11am-9pm; Tel: 722733, Fax: 722573, Email:
generalenquiry@moma.demon.co.uk

ALSON TURNBULL: HOUSES INTO FLATS  / Images of build-
ings originating in architectural drawings / Ends 22nd April /
Museum of Modern Art, Pembroke Street

JOHN HARLAND  / New paintings / Ends 22nd April./ Museum
of Modern Art, Pembroke Street

OXFORD/MALI FILMS AND PHOTOS  / Part of the RAP project
/ 10am-7pm / 220, Cowley Rd

EDUCATION SHOW  / Covering all aspects of education. /
Blenheim Palace, Woodstock, Oxford; Tel: 01993 811325

EXHIBITIONS

RECEPTIONIST FOR HIGH  class, well-established small city
centre hotel. Part and full time considered. Computer skills and
pleasant manner essential. Telephone Yolanda or kathleen
01865-791812.

KING'S SCHOOL OXFORD based in Cowley require evening
cleaners (6.00pm - 8.00pm) £5.15 per hour. Contact Bursar on
Oxford 711829 - Office Hours

VOLUNTEERS NEEDED FOR  a few hours each week for our
Focus Challenge programme. We work with teams of young
people taking on projects in their communities. Please call
Elaine on 01865-516559.

ACADEMIC ADMINISTRATOR FOR  a US overseas study pro-
gramme. Recent graduate or similar preferred, in smoking office
(non-smoking room available), centre of Oxford. About £18,000
depending on experience. 30-40 hours a week, flexible. Please
send CV to Dr Richardson, Flat 8, Tennyson Lodge, Paradise Square,
OX1 1UD.

JOBS OFFERED

St John’s College Auditorium 798600
THE PIRATES OF PENZANCE

Wed 31st Jan-Sat 3rd Feb 8pm.
Sat mat. 2.30

Gilbert & Sullivans’musical comedy.  See review.

Old Fire Station                       794490
CABARET     Wed 31st - Sat 3rd 7.30;
OU Student Drama Season      Sat mat. 2.30

Playhouse                       798600
WHO’S AFRAID OF VIRGINA WOOLF?

Wed 31st Jan - Sat 3rd Feb 7.30pm;
(Friday 8.00pm) Thu,Sat Matinee 2.30pm

A rare production by special permission of the
playwright.

Burton Taylor Theatre                       798600
THREE DAYS OF RAIN

Wed 31st-Sat 3rd,7.30
Sex, truth and architecture.  See review.
RUFFIAN ON THE STAIR

Wed 31st-Sat 3rd 9.30
Joe Orton’s tale of grime and sex.  See review.

CINEMA

THEATRE

Thursday 1st February
DISQUES VOGUES / Easy Listening £3.99 / 10.30
/ The Zodiac, 190 Cowley Road; Tel: 420042
PETE WAREHAM (HAMMOND) / £4 / 9pm / The
Spin (Jazz/Grooves) @ The Wheatsheaf / Tel: 243276
THE DENNIS 'BAD BONE' ROLLINS BAND / Of
the Courtney Pine Band £5 / Open 9pm / Po Na Na,
Magdalen Street; Tel: 249171, Fax: 790422, Email:
dave@ponanaox.fsnet.co.uk
KOOLER ALTERNATIVE MUSIC CLUB / With
Rocket Gold Star, Narco, August, Airman. / 8pm-2am
/ Backroom @ The Bully, 162 Cowley Road; Tel:
244516, Fax: 202457, Email: info@thebully.f9.co.uk
LES HOMBRES / Latin guitars / 11pm-2am / Freud's,
Walton Street; Tel: 311171, Fax: 311171

GIGS + NIGHTLIFE

Thursday 1st February
OXFORD VEGETARIANS INFORMAL GET-
TOGETHER / Details:Edward 762563 / 6.30-8.30pm
/ Museum of Modern Art, 30 Pembroke Street.
Opening times: Tues-Sun 11am-6pm, Thurs 11am-9pm;
Tel: 722733, Fax: 722573, Email:
generalenquiry@moma.demon.co.uk
THIS HOUSE BELIEVES THAT ISRAEL’S
PROBLEMS ARE OF ITS OWN MAKING. / George
Galloway MP, Afif Safieh, Moshe Arens, Douglas
Davies / 8.30pm, Emergency debate 7.45pm / Oxford
Union, Frewin Court
LINKING COMMUNITIES MALI & OXFORD / 7-
9pm / Asian cultural community centre
TRANSNATIONALISM AT THE BORDER:
OUTLINING THE RESEARCH HORIZONS /  Prof.
M. Sparkes / 2.00pm / School of Geography, Mansfield
Rd
PASQUE FLOWER - A NEW LEASE OF LIFE AT
ASTON UPTHORPE - KATHY WARDEN / Rare
Plants Group Lecture / 1.10pm / Large Lecture
Theatre, Plant Sciences Dept, Parks Rd, Oxford
TZVETAN TODOROV- OXFORD AMNESTY
LECTURE / Critic and author speaks/
Season£25(£16)/Single£5(£3)from Oxford Playhouse
798600 / 5.30pm / Sheldonian Theatre, Broad Street;
Tel: 277299, Fax: 277295, Email:
custodian@sheldon.ox.ac.uk
ROMULUS, REBUS AND THE GAZE OF
VICTORIA(HISTORY OF ART) / Prof. Donald
Preziosi / 5.00pm / University Museum of Natural
History, Parks Rd, Oxford
FORBIDDEN MUSIC AND FORBIDDEN
NOTATION IN THE LATE MEDIEVAL CHURCH
: JOHN XXII AND LATER REFORM ATTEMPTS
/ F. Koerndle / 5pm / All Souls College, High St
THE REVOLT OF ALI PASHA AND THE GREEK
WAR OF INDEPENDENCE : FACING TWO
DIFFERENT IDEOLOGIES / Prof. Alexis Politis /
3.30pm / 47, Wellington Square.
WHO GOVERNS THE SUSTAINABLE
WORLDNULL / Prof. P. Sands / 5.30pm / Zoology/
Psychology Building, Corner of South parks & St
Cross Rds
EUROPE'S PATH TO PROGRESS / With David
Simon. An OU European Affairs Society event. /
8.30pm / Exeter College, Turl St; Tel: 279600

MEETINGS
Organisation / Subject / Speaker / Place /
Time / Contact

CONCERTS
Thursday 1st February

ROBIN ZEBAIDA / Piano recital, including works by
Chopin, Debussy,Lizst, Mendehlsshon & Rachmaninov
/ 7.30pm / Maison Francaise, Norham Rd,Oxford.OX2
6SE; Tel: 274220, Fax: 274225, Email:
maison@sable.ox.ac.uk

OXFORD BOOK FAIR
RANDOLPH HOTEL

Fine antiquarian, second-hand and out-of-print books

Friday 2nd February 2pm - 7pm
Saturday 3rd February 10am - 5pm

Catalogue / admission £2 Telephone 01865 874383

AL-SALAM
Lebanese Restaurant

Good Food, Good Atmosphere, Open EVERY day!
6 Park End Street, Oxford  OX1 1HH

Telephone 01865 245710

F-REG VAUXHALL Cavalier, tax 6 months, mot
october. £750ono. 725861
CITROEN ZX 1.4i 5-DOOR 79K FSH SUNROOF-STEREO £1995.
NEW-MOT-TAX 712119

HONDA CIVIC SHUTTLE E  reg, MOT/TAX, £800ono 01235-
201430 eve
ROVER 400 1 .4 i excellentcondition 97Rreg 49000miles MOT/
tax-oct2001 £3990 (01865)768324

FIAT PANDA, H-Reg, white, MOT November, £380, 01865-
774209, tanyalynnbutler@yahoo.com

VOLVO 480ES,  1.7L, G-Reg., 1990, 10 Months MOT,
Farewell_Sale@hotmail.com, 01235525767

MORRIS MINOR 1960  now £1,000 ono. One yr.
MOT.tax.OX460917.
FIESTA L-REG great condition,must sell-leaving country. only
£450 call Badr:07775625566
ROVER 400-1.4i 4900miles excellent-condition MOT/Tax-
Oct2001 sunroof-remotecentrallocking £3990 tel 01865-768324
METRO. CL/ALARM.  No-MOT/Tax, mechanically sound.
£150ONO 07866019279 darren@compudex.co.uk

CARS FOR SALE

GRAPHICS DESIGNER/CARICATURIST/ Events Organiser
seeks work: 0777 571 3363

TRANSLATIONS SPANISH, FRENCH,  Italian. Qualified
translator. Excellent rates. markjtemple@yahoo.com 511772
SPANISH CLASSES - EXPERIENCED NATIVE  speaker.
mariafmendoza@yahoo.com 511772
DEDICATED CHAP IN  search of cash-on-hand job. Anything.
rodriguillo@rocketmail.com
WEB DEVELOPMENT AND Design...ASP, XML, HTML, Flash,
stefanos1@yahoo.com or 07880636174

JOBS WANTED

LOST GLASSES - BROWN FRAME. Along St. Giles.
kakaliu78@yahoo.com

LOST AND FOUND

RUSSIAN LANGUAGE TUITION: private lessons, native
speaker, various levels. 07979342850

CAMBRIDGE FIRST CERTIFICATE  early evening courses,
Monday to Friday call Oxford Language Training on 205077
TOEFL/ TOEIC EXAMS , business English. Qualified, experi-
enced American tutors. 01608-658604.

OXFORD SCHOLARS LANGUAGE  School. Small groups.
Flexible hours. Exam preparation. 01865 721751

TUITION OFFERED

English Courses from
just £67 per week

• Central Oxford • Free E-mail • Internet access
• Cambridge Exam Courses • Air conditioning
• Maximum class size 12 • Good accommodation
Shane English School   Tel: (01865) 246620
5 Cambridge Terrace, by St Aldates, Oxford

TUITION WANTED
GRADUATE A LEVEL tutors required for Easter revision
courses: all subjects of interest but we are actively seeking
new tutors for Computer Studies, Maths, Music, German and
History, including American History. Please contact Oxford
Agency, Tel: (01865) 311503 or email oec@dial.pipex.com

WANTED
SINGERS FOR OXFORD City Church, especially
tenors and basses. Generous pay. 01865-763281.
TRANSFORMER FOR AMERICAN lamp, 553075

ME GUSTARA HACER intercambio de conversacin
Castellano/ English. Geoff 01865-726749
WHO WANTS TO  sell his dutch style bicycle? 01865/281347
SOLO VIOLINISTS NEEDED  chamber concerts rehea***l
network socialize professionalize gsr@dmu.ac.uk
RUNNING MARATHON AS  African wilddog. Head/mask
wanted 07977 220704
WANTED: MUSICIANS FOR  sophisticated jazz and blues
band. 07855 182368
WANTED: SMALL CHEAP  dishwasher
d.roberts1@physics.ox.ac.uk
CENTRAL LONDON BEDSIT -studio occasional use for paying
Oxford researcher gsr@dmu.ac.uk
1/2 SIZE  VIOLIN WANTED with case and bow.
whudson@syntagm.co.uk
REQUIRED REQUIRED REQUIRED:  punk/rock bassist/
drumist 07977290440

OXFORD AMNESTY LECTURES
Thursday 1st February 5.30pm

Tzevetan Todorov
Introduced by Prof. Niall Ferguson

Critic and author of Nous et les autres (1989)
and Face à l’éxtreme  (1991)

Sheldonian Theatre

NICE ROOM IN quiet flat in Jericho for female n/s. Available March 1st. £275pcm bills. Tel: 557502
LARGE ROOM, SUMMERTOWN house. £295 inclusive. Tel; 01865-514677.
BEDSITTING ROOM, SELF contained, fully-equipped, warm, quiet (Summertown). Pay phone,
launderette, small garden/shed. £69 weekly. References (someone interested in deeper sides of life). Mrs
Hall 01865-516158.
ACCOMMODATION IN HEADINGTON. Females preferred. Contact Catherine Quinton: 0207 7335283(w),
01865 760179 (w/e), 07714 674924, catherine@baytreecentre.co.uk
HEADINGTON SINGLE ROOM  shared house 225pcm. Deposit plus bills. 742758
EXCELLENT DOUBLE-ROOM  still available only £60pw cowley,call Badr-07775625566
BOTLEY ROOMS AVAILABLE  £250/300/320pcm 07818438762
FLORENCE PARK,  SINGLE  room (non-smoking female) £250pcm Tel:01865717548/07974117443 mich_gillian@hotmail.com
ROOM ST.CROSS-ANNEXE. MARCH 01. Grads Brasenose /St. Cross Colleges: lazaro@maths.ox.ac.uk
LARGE ROOM IN  friendly shared house £450 inclusive 0467768665
MORRELL AVENUE NICE  room feb-apr 225£ email: lli9@hotmail.com
CENTRAL HEADINGTON ROOMS £200-£250, comfortable house, 01932 568891
REASONABLE, MATURE, RESPONSIBLE, non-smoker to share friendly house. 01865 510495
SMALL ROOM, NICE  house, Green Road, £200 monthly, 01865-455524
ROOM/ NICE HOUSE  Morrell.Av. April-August. £287/month 468184 yokushka@hotmail.com
2 GREAT ROOMS IN FRIENDLY  professional house. sarah_stocks@yahoo.com
NORTH OXFORD,  2 bed furnished flat, £900 pcm inc. 515323
AVAILABLE 1ST MARCH! One bedroom flat,carpark,suryanmishra@hotmail.com

LARGE ROOM IN  friendly prof hse, Cowley. £320pcm 725044
LARGE DB, FAMILY  house, EynshamRoad,ownbathroom, £310, tel 451366
LARGE ROOM IN  Central House, previous applicants need not apply. 07740170939
SINGLEROOM(£270)CENTRAL HOUSE, NICE  person preferred (m/f youngProf) 243917
2 PROF FEMALES  seek 2 others for houseshare, Louise: 07748648785
ROOM IN GORGEOUS  house-James St(Off Cowley Rd), £266pcm, 01865463450, mgthompson100@hotmail.com
ROOM (CENTRAL, SHARED  house) avail mid feb. Suit postgrad. Dan_Woodford@sw2000.com
GREAT DOUBLE-ROOM DivinityRd. Cowley only £60pw inc call Badr-07775625566

TO LET

RESIDENTIAL STAFF REQUIRED
TO SUPERVISE STUDENTS DURING AN ‘A’ LEVEL REVISION

COURSE I N AN OXFORD COLLEGE . ENERGY, ENTHUSIASM

AND A POSITIVE APPROACH TO YOUNG PEOPLE ESSENTIAL.
PREVIOUS EXPERIENCE OF RESIDENTIAL WORK

PREFERRED.  DUTIES WILL INCLUDE  EVENINGS .
£150 - £200 PER WEEK

PLUS FOOD AND ACCOMMODATION.
Application by CV to Ruth Crawford, 12 King Edward

Street, Oxford OX1 4HT by Friday 9th February

When The Pirates of Penzance first went
before London audiences in 1880, it proved so
popular that it indirectly caused a public order
problem.  Enthusiasm for Gilbert & Sullivan’s
operettas reached such a height during its run that
when their next piece, Patience, was premièred,
fighting broke out in the streets amongst those
anxious to secure the last few tickets.

Those waiting outside St John’s College
Auditorium last night managed, by and large, to
keep their fists to themselves.  But the O U Gilbert
& Sullivan Society’s opening performance of Pirates
was all but sold out, a measure of the continuing
popularity this famous opera, and of the hype which
this first-rate production has generated.  As
something of a G & S novice, I approached Tuesday
night’s excursion into the heart of Victorian light
opera with some trepidation. But from the opening
bars these fears were proven to be ill-founded
nonsense

The dash, verve and sheer joie de vivre of the
cast delighted the capacity  audience, as did the

cheerful professionalism
of the orchestra.  The
director, Charlie Wilson,
has obviously taken a
fairly back-to-basics
approach, eschewing the
modern fashion for
updating G & S, and
leaving the music and
humour stripped bare
and shining through.  He
has, however, left his
cast room for
interpretation, which
was exploited to the full
– most notably, perhaps,
by the policemen with
their hilarious exercise
in camp.  Excellent
performances included
Sir Woby Cathcart as
the Sergeant of Police
(distinctly uneffeminate,
I should add) and Tom
West as the Lieutenent

of the Pirate band. But perhaps the most impressive
performance came from Matthew Rogers as the
Pirate King. Rising above the bubble perm wig, he
gave his portrayal of this charming blackguard a
knowing swagger, while hinting at the lost orphan
within. This was a truly dexterous display of
stagecraft, with fine characterisation and even
better singing. I also particularly enjoyed Jonathan
Morgan as the Major-General, who attacked the
role with infectious humour and vigour.

Gilbert & Sullivan’s swashbuckling tale of the
famous Pirates, their unwilling apprentice (a slave
of duty) the Major-General and his daughters is told
with such grace and sly humour that it does not
show its 121 years.  A final mention is due to the
good people of the St John’s Wine Tasting Society,
who, upon being mistaken for an interval oasis,
proved accommodating beyond the call of duty.
One among them bade us point out what a generally
splendid place St John’s is for supporting such
events, and it would be churlish to refuse.

Sarah Montgomery, 30 / 1 / 01

The Pirates
of Penzance

by Gilbert and Sullivan

St John’s Auditorium until
Saturday 3rd

REVIEW: THEATRE

REVIEW: THEATRE

The Ruffian on the Stair, by Joe Orton
Burton Taylor Theatre until Saturday 3rd

You nay have seen the posters for The Ruffian on the Stair
– a goldfish inside a condom? The same goldfish lies
suspiciously still in his bowl for most of this short one
scene play. But it’s about the only thing that does
stay still. Joe Orton’s first play, written in
1963, revolves around the squalid lives of
Mike (Mike Lovatt), Joyce, his live-in girlfriend
(Katherine Rushton), and ‘the Ruffian’, Wilson
(Rob Riddell). Being Orton’s first play, and
least well known, it could be seen as a breeding
ground for the later blackly satirical writing which was
to earn him the title of “the Oscar Wilde of welfare state
gentry”. Not quite so startling as his other work, but not without some little shining gems
(the opening line being a good example: “I’m to be at King’s Cross station at eleven. I’m
meeting a man in the toilets”). Despite all its clever talk, the play is basically about the fear
of solitude and rejection amidst the everyday activities of sexual indecency and murder.

The male cast do well to convey a sense of near brutal misogyny at times, buffered
by the very empathically played Joyce. Joyce is an ex-prostitute who veers from intense
bravery to scary levels of stupidity, and who, despite the very male focus of the play actually
utters the majority of the hilarious lines. Mr. Lovatt and Mr. Riddell seemed slightly less
able than Ms. Rushton to ignore the raucous audience, but then we were virtually sitting
on their knees in the tiny arena. Orton wrote of The Ruffian that all pauses should be natural
and that “pace, pace, pace” was important. At times, the pace was slightly too slow, but
when it picked up there was many a brilliant comical moment. The music, written for the
play by Dominic de Cogan, was suitably lively and initially captured the clown-like quality
of Orton’s writing.

Apparently the set should “produce a feeling of familiarity – yet with an odd
dislocation”. I don’t know if it was the set so much, but I certainly left the theatre not knowing
whether I actually found The Ruffian amusing or tragic, or whether I felt pity or anger towards
the characters. Pretty good work for the production of a play written by an “enemy of
order”. And you’ll have to see what happens to the goldfish at the end….

Angharad Rudkin, 30 / 1 / 01

ROOM NEAR CITY Centre Tel:07050228738
TWO ROOMS E -Oxford friendly shared house good-value
£215pm 725274 mvarrow@excite.co.uk
UNFURNISHED ROOM SUMMERTOWN,  in friendly shared
house £250pcm bills Eleanor:07803004652
1 ROOM COWLEY  shared house £300pcm including bills
Kevin 07788475492
FREE ROOM IN  Headington from May for female 437227
evenings
1 ROOM HEADINGTON, £330pcm, feb-july ben@wgbm.co.uk
LARGE ROOM FEMALE  n/s prof. FlorencePark call01865-
747199 after6pm
REGENT ST, ROOM in friendly house £240pcm.
tel:01865429045/07970767568
2 ROOMS OFF  IfflyRd, friendly 3 Bedroom house,
call07769654550 After5pm.

£15 take-out fee
PLUS

£15 per day

64 Mb RAM
4.3 Gb hard drive

Floppy drive, CD drive and TFT screen

Phone 01865-310354 and ask for John
or Al, or email

dailyinfo@dailyinfo.co.uk

LAPTOPS FOR HIRE

Café, Creperie , Restaurant

and now almost next door. . .
NORTH PARADE

NORTH PARADE AVENUE    OXFORD   311608

Open 7 days
11am - 11pm

Mediterranean
coffee and sandwich bar

MON-SAT 9-5 553663

NE
W

Snacks with a taste of Spanish sunshine

DIRECTOR / MUSICAL DIRECTOR needed for Trinity produc-
tion of Gilbert & Sullivan’s The Mikado.  Contact
gands@sable.ox.ac.uk by 5th week.

THEATRICAL NEEDS

COMPUTER CORNER
MEMORY PRICES, LOCAL  computer shop. 64Mb =
£27, 128Mb = £47, 256Mb = £90, including VAT.
memory@oxshops.co.uk
SECOND-HAND APPLE MACS  www.macfaction.co.uk
or call 01865 764091
MIDI INTERFACE CABLE -  good condition £5 dann-b-
e@talk21.com 07957102901 (text)

CANON BJ10EX PRINTER ,v.compact,working-ic.leads £20
Dann-b-e@talk21.com 07957102901(text)

Until Thursday 1st February

The Phoenix, Walton Street  512526
CROUCHING TIGER, HIDDEN DRAGON (12)

Daily 2.30, 9.10
Ancient Chinese feud. Swashbuckler with subtitles.
REQUIEM FOR A DREAM (18)

 Daily 4.50, 7.00
Darren Aronofsky’s bleak look at addiction.
TRAFFIC (18) Daily 2.50,5.50,8.50
The frustrations of drug enforcement.
PITCH BLACK (15) Thur 1st 11.30pm
Struggle for survival in space.
CRY BABY (12) Thur 1st 11.30pm
Johnny Depp’s rebel with a cause.

ABC Magdalen Street         251998
Bookings 0870 3339063 / Enquiries 725305

CASTAWAY (12) Daily: 1.30,4.45,8.00
A skeletal Tom Hanks braves the elements.

ABC George Street                   251998
Bookings 0870 3339064 / Enquiries 723911

TRAFFIC (18) Daily: 1.30,4.45,8.00
The frustrations of drug enforcement.
VERTICAL LIMIT (12) Daily: 1.50,5.20,8.15
Tense mountaineering drama.
MEET THE PARENTS (12) Daily 5.45
Robert de Niro braves his in-laws.
UNBREAKABLE (12)  Daily 2.15, 8.30
Bruce Willis as the Indestructible Man.

Ultimate Picture Palace 245288
Jeune St
PITCH BLACK (15)  Thur 9.30
Struggle for survival in space.
MEMENTO (15)  Thur 7.00
An amnesiac hunts for his wife’s killer.

Three Days of Rain,
by Richard Greenberg
Burton Taylor Theatre until Sat 3rd

Katrina Manson’s production of Richard
Greenberg’s Three Days of Rain, which premiered
in the Burton Taylor Theatre on Tuesday night, is
a really good piece of directing and acting. The
1997 play tells the story of a triangular relationship
in two generations.  In the first act, set in the
nineties, the neurotic, self-absorbed Walker and his
sister Nan meet after the death of their father, a
famous architect. The place: the old studio-flat of
their father [just a lucky hint of a decoration, the BT
is this attic]. Walker feels sure he will inherit the
masterpiece of his father’s oeuvre, the house. Yet
instead of the rightful heirs, Pip, the son of their
father’s partner, inherits it. In addition to this
mortification, Walker must learn that Pip and Nan
had a liaison they kept secret from him. Humiliated,
he searches his father’s journal for an explanation
and succeeds: Pip’s father, it seems, was the real
designer of the house. Cut…

Thirty years earlier, same place; much more
homely. The characters are reversed: Theo, Pip’s
father, is now the egocentric would-be genius who
uses his partner Ned and his girlfriend Lina. The
stuttering Ned, brilliantly played by Richard
Darbourne, waits for Theo’s inspiration and humbly
works along. After a terrible row between the
“partners” – the highlight of the evening - Theo
leaves. While he is absent, during the “Three Days
of Rain”, Lina gives Ned the love and confidence
he needs to start designing his house.

Keeping the first act rather cold, with a few
epic moments, director Claudia Harris reserved the
cosy feelings for the second act – and so did the
actors: Though Matthew Ashcroft played a sunny
Pip, his Theo had much more profile. Likewise
Kirsty Lothian; comparatively pale as Nan but
lovely as Lina. Needless to say, Richard Darbourne
won the sympathy vote with his profoundly
convincing Ned. Go, see it and get sentimental
about the golden sixties!

Michael Sommer, 30 / 1 / 01
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