
Available for Rental Autumn 2006
 10 stylish & contemporary one and two bedroom 
apartments in a newly converted period property 

located on the Iffley Road.
For further information please contact Lucy Properties 
Tel: 01865 559973 Email: properties@wlucy.co.uk 

Thu 1st & Fri 2nd June 2006 (6th Week)

Issue No. 7713

Queries & Adverts: 01865 241133 (Mon-Fri 9-5) 
or via www.dailyinfo.co.uk 

Snail mail: 5 Standingford House, Cave St, Oxford OX4 1BA
Email: dailyinfo@dailyinfo.co.uk

Line ads @ 40p/wd. (min. 10) + VAT 
Display boxes @ £10/cm. (min. 3cm) + VAT
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WHAT’S ON / COMING SOON

JOBS OFFERED

lebanese restaurant
Good Food, Good Atmosphere, Open EVERY day!

6 Park End Street, Oxford  OX1 1HH
Telephone 01865 245710

AL-SALAM

ROOMS TO LET
CENTRAL NORTH OXFORD, quiet student rooms, off-
street parking. Tel 514007 
SINGLE ROOM OFF COWLEY ROAD, non-smoking 
professional ladies/female student. Tel: 01865 
242683. E-mail: mannan54@aol.com 
EAST OXFORD: HOUSEMATE WANTED for double 
room in two-bed house with garden. Postgrad or 
young professional preferred. £370pcm. Available 
1st June. mike@mikenagle.demon.co.uk
LARGE DOUBLE ROOM in friendly shared house for 
professional female non smoker. Off Iffley Rd. £340 
excl, but includes cleaner. Available 1st July. Call 
07901 550580. 
HEADINGTON, DENE ROAD, room available mid/end 
June, broadband, Sky, parking. Young professionals 
or postgrads only. No couples/short let. £225 pcm 
excl. 07762 210994
PROFESSIONAL/GRADUATE for room in quiet friendly 
East Oxford shared house. July 1st. 01865 722240.
TWO ROOMS TO LET in four bedroom shared student 
house. £300 pcm + deposit. Sky TV + broadband 
installed. Cowley Rd, excellent location for Brookes 
students. Contact James: 07782 394427 

HOUSES & FLATS TO LET

WANTED: TWO PART TIME  
NIGHT PORTERS 
City centre hotel. 24 to 28 hours p.w.  
£5 per hour.  Responsible English speakers.  
Tel: 0865 7982 or email info@bathplace.co.uk

SERVICES OFFERED
GOING HOME? Got a lot of luggage / personal effects 
/ papers? Don’t pay airline prices. Don’t lug it through 
airports and stations. U.K services available as well 
as foreign destinations. We can ship your personal 
effects back home at a fraction of the cost of airline 
excess baggage prices, and with none of the hassle. 
Free collection in the Oxfordshire area. R.M BAGGAGE 
SERVICES. RING FREEPHONE 0800 0184268 
BIG OR SMALL WE SHIP IT ALL. 50% discount on 
packaging materials to all students who ship with us, free 
pick up in Oxford. Mail Boxes Etc., Summertown 01865 
514655 - www.mbesummertown.co.uk, Headington 
01865 741729 - www.mbeheadington.co.uk 
RHS-TRAINED GARDENER available. Wide range of 
services. Free estimates and excellent references: www.
dpgardening.co.uk or dpgardening@talktalk.net 
MAN WITH VAN for Local/National removals at affordable 
prices, 07767 027217 
PROFESSIONAL PHOTOGRAPHER - weddings, 
portraits, events & fine art. 07960 462502 www.
johncairnsphotography.co.uk 

08456 44 77 15
www.Bannits.com/student

mail@bannits.com

Single Bedrooms  
in East Oxford. Available now till 1/09/2006.  
1 month min stay. £60 a week. Rent payable in advance.

CINEMA 
Until Fri 2nd June

THEATRE 
Until Sat 3rd June

The Theatre At Headington (759138)
“HEY GRINGO! THROUGH PERU” Thu 1st June: 7.30pm
The story of one man’s Andean Odyssey £8.50/£6.50

Pegasus Theatre (722851)
A SHUT-UP COMEDY Fri 2nd: 8pm
Award-winning Japanese mime comedy. £8/£5.50/£3/£2

THE MALO MAN Sat 3rd: 4pm
International music and foolery with help from the audience £5/£3/£2. Plus children’s 
workshop 2.30pm

Old Fire Station Theatre (297170)
GHOSTS  Tue 30th - Sat 3rd    daily: 7.30pm, Sat: 2.30, 7.30pm
Ibsen’s “infectious” play: venereal disease, incest, the illegitimate child, infidelity and 
euthanasia.

Headington Hill Park (766266)
MACBETH  Fri 2nd & Sat 3rd June: 8pm. Continues to September
Creation Theatre. Headington Hill Park is transformed into the wilds of Scotland. 

Burton Taylor Theatre (305305)
KAFKA’S METAMORPHOSIS  Tue 30th -Sat 3rd: 7.30pm       
by Steven Berkoff. £5/£4

DECADENCE  Tue 30th -Sat 3rd: 9.30pm       
By Steven Berkoff. “Shakespeare, satire, ennui and ill will.”  £5/£4

Oxford Playhouse (305305)
ONE FLEW OVER THE CUCKOO’S NEST  Wed 31st - Sat 3rd 

Wed: 7.30pm, Thu, Sat: 2.30, 7.30pm, Fri: 8pm
State mental hospital, north-west America. £7.50-£12.50

New Theatre, Oxford (0870 6063500)
BUDDY  Mon 29th - Sat 3rd

Mon-Thu: 7.30pm, Fri: 5.30, 8.30pm, Sat: 2.30, 7.30pm
The Buddy Holly musical  £6.25-£26.50

 - review on www.dailyinfo.co.uk

SARA WHEELER - The highly respected travel writer 
will be discussing the life of Karen Blixen’s lover 
and companion, Denys Finch Hatton at Blackwell’s 
on Tuesday 6th June at 7pm. Sara’s new book “Too 
Close to the Sun” will be available to buy. Tickets £2 
available from Blackwell or call (01865) 333623. 

Budget Internet Café
Fast Internet & Gaming from 90p/hour!

Laptops Welcome.
Colour printer • Web Cams • Skype Phones

CD Burners • Fax • Scanner • Inkjet Cartridges
Open every day 9am to 11.00pm

196 Banbury Road, Summertown,
Oxford OX2 7BY Tel: 01865 515955

COMPUTERS
RENT AN IMAC from £45.00/month. www.macfaction.
co.uk / 01865 764091 
MICROSOFT CERTIFIED PROFESSIONAL solves all 
your home computer problems 01865 456928
DATA PROJECTORS: hire and sales. (01865) 722027

The

STANDARD TANDOORI
 INDIAN RESTAURANT & TAKEAWAY (FULLY LICENSED)

-- Opposite the Phoenix Cinema --
For bookings, tel. 553557

117 Walton St, Oxford, OX2 6AJ. 
Open 7 days – 12 – 2.30pm, 6 – 11.30pm

MEETINGS AND LECTURES
Thu 1st

PORTUGUESE CONVERSATION / 7.30pm / www.mintypoppet.
com/portuguese.html / G&D’s, St Aldates
LUNCHTIME TALK / Dr Andrew Spicer: Commonwealth, Church 
Building, and Iconoclasm /  12.30 pm. Free / St Giles Church. St Giles
EASTERN EUROPE CONNECT / Chance to explore business 
opportunities in the new EU member states  / AIESEC Oxford / 
5pm, free, register in advance / daria.luchinskaya@aiesec.net / / 
St. Anne’s College, Woodstock Road
THE LATE SHIFT / A group for adults age 16+ suffering mental 
health problems / Mind / 5:30-8:30pm / Cowley Community 
Centre, Barns Road

Fri 2nd
THE CHORAL PILGRIMAGE 2006 / Tomás Luis de Victoria 
& Marian Antiphons / Pre-Concert Talk / 7pm, concert 8pm / 
Sheldonian Theatre. Broad Street; Tel: 305305
BIG BROTHER EVICTIONS / Oxford’s official Big Brother 
Venue lets you see evictees, live! / 9-2.30am Dress for Press / 
oxford@oceancollins.com / www.oceancollins.com / Ocean and 
Collins. 43 Park End St; Tel: 01865 241144

GIGS
Thu 1st

CATWEAZLE CLUB / Oxford’s legendary performance space 
for music, poetry, story and song (now in its 12th year).   / 8pm. 
£4/£3/performers free (arrive before 8.30 to book in) / www.
catweazleclub.org / East Oxford Community Centre. Princes St.
THE SPIN JAZZ CLUB / Derek Nash plays - tickets £25 / pair 
including champagne! / The Spin’s 7th Birthday Champagne 
Night /  Doors 8pm/Band 8.45pm  / www.spinjazz.com / The 
Wheatsheaf. Wheatsheaf Alley, 129 High Street; Tel: 243276
SPARKY’S FLYING CIRCUS / Performers of all kinds welcome! / 
9pm, Free  / The Half Moon. 17 St Clements, Oxford
MATT SAGE & ORCHESTRA OF LOVE / One of Oxford’s brightest 
local stars and founder of Catweazle Club  / 7pm / £6/£4 (adv) / 
info@the-zodiac.co.uk / www.the-zodiac.co.uk / The Zodiac. 190 
Cowley Road; Tel: 420042
PORT MAYHEM / Celebrate the weird and the wonderful with Ed 
Pope, Caustic Acoustic & Inflatable Buddha / 8.45pm / £4 (£3 with 
flyer) / www.inflatablebuddha.co.uk / Port Mahon. St. Clement’s
NOTMYDAY & STARCOLLECTOR /  Doors @ 8.00pm / £4 / 
steve@wingnutmusic.com / http://notmyday.co.uk / The Corner 
Room. Upstairs @ The Pub Oxford, The Plain; Tel: 07876 647523

Fri 2nd
UNDERTHEIGLOO, A GENUINE FREAKSHOW & WORLDVIEW /  
/  8.30 and £4/ £3 / www.undertheigloo.com / The Corner Room. 
Upstairs @ The Pub Oxford, The Plain; Tel: 07876 647523the_
corner_room@yahoo.co.ukwww.undertheigloo.com
DAVID GORDON TRIO - JAZZ / Great acoustic jazz from leading 
international piano trio / 8pm £9 , £5 / http://oxfordplayhouse.
com/TicketsOxford / Holywell Music Room. Holywell Street
OXFORD FOLK CLUB / Open Night - singers, musicians and 
audience equally welcome /  8.30 pm, £1 / pamcooper@hotmail.
com / www.oxfordfolkclub.com / Port Mahon. St. Clement’s
THE EPSTEIN, OX, DUSTY SOUND SYSTEM /  / 7pm £6/£5 / The 
Zodiac. 190 Cowley Road; Tel: 420042
SOL SAMBA, THE PISTACHIOS & DRUMSHOCK / Brazilian 
drumming and dance / 8pm - 2am, £8 (£7) / info@solsamba.org.
uk / www.solsamba.co.uk/ / The Zodiac. 190 Cowley Road; Tel: 
420042

INSTRUMENTS & PA HIRE            
DISCOS, LIGHTING, PA HIRE: Crossfade - 
soundtrack to your party. 01865 873970. 
www.crossfade.co.uk 

DISCOS, KARAOKES AND EQUIPMENT 
HIRE - Dave Seamer Entertainments: 
(01865) 240054. 

DISCO, PA, AND LIGHTING EQUIPMENT — hire and sales. 
118 Cowley Road, 01865 722027 

OTHER SALES
GREAT TRAINING HAIRCUTS on the house at the 
David Popham Salon, bobs and short hair preferred. 
Call 01865 517040 / www.davidpopham.com 
WALKING BOOTS, Berghaus Explorer, 
womens size 38 (5), navy. UNWORN - AS 
NEW. £50 (reduced from £80). 07815 050817 /  
susannabandit@hotmail.com 

FOREST FARM MONTESSORI SCHOOL is looking for 
a Special Needs teacher (dyslexia). Initially one hour 
per week. Elsfield. Own transport needed. Email C.V 
to oms.schools@btconnect.com 
FRIENDLY AU PAIR for French family. Two daughters 
7 and 9 living in Brussels, Belgium; from 09/2006 
until 06/2007. Email: natoully@aol.com 
MBA INTERNATIONAL FINANCE TUTOR required. 
3rd July to 8th September. 4.5 hours per week. 
Please fax C.V. to: 01865 245059 or e-mail: priscilla
@oxfordbusinesscollege.co.uk 

PART-TIME HOUSE-KEEPER / NANNY required 
in Summertown. Driving licence essential, some 
cleaning/ ironing required, picking up children 
from school once a week. Can be live in or live out. 
Childcare experience essential. Occasional evening 
and weekend babysitting/childcare. References 
essential. vanessa@vanessajones.net
STUDLEY WOOD GOLF CLUB - Assistant Green Keeper 
required from June to end September. Would suit 
fit individual. 20 to 40 hours per week. Hourly rate 
negotiable. Call Ian Hodgkinson, 07917 685934 or 
01865 351144

FLAT, SELF-CONTAINED, fully-equipped, one double 
bedroom, garage, quiet, pleasant view. £600pcm. 
01865 452682 
IFFLEY ROAD - Well presented 1 bedroom basement 
apartment in period property. Fully furnished. Private 
rear garden and permit parking. Professionals only. 
Short let only from now - until 30th August 06. 
£750pcm. Contact cowleyroad@scottfraser.co.uk or 
01865 244666. 
BLACKBIRD LEYS: studio available, fully furnished, 
off-street parking. GCH. N/S single. £495 inc. 01865 
772836 / 07880 955526. 
CENTRAL: JEUNE STREET. Modern 1 bed flat, 
£760pcm, 1st July. Debbie 0779 0009593 

LOVELY 2 BED HOUSE in Jericho - short term or 
holiday let www.jerichohome.co.uk 07786 375881. 
OXFORD CASTLE - 1 bedroom 1st floor apartment 
within the fashionable surroundings of the Oxford 
Castle site. Suit single professional or couple. NO 
PARKING Furnished to a high standard by a professional 
interior designer. Available NOW! £895 pcm. Contact 
banburyroad@scottfraser.co.uk or 01865 554577. 
NORTH OXFORD - A 2 double bedroom (master 
en-suite) top floor apartment (with lift) on a small 
development; within easy reach of Summertown 
shops and city centre. Furnished. Available NOW. 
£995pcm. Contact banburyroad@scottfraser.co.uk 
or 01865 554577
CHARMING LIGHT OLD HOUSE, North Parade (4 
restaurants, 2 pubs, 3 galleries). 10 minutes to centre 
on foot. Large gallery bedroom; well equipped 
kitchen & all amenities. Garden/patio. £1050 
inclusive. Summer let. Voicemail 01865 316690. 

www.dailyinfo.co.uk

ROSE HILL LARGE ROOM in quiet house weekdays 
only. Broadband £13/night incl. 01865 711977 
SHORT LET- 2 rooms in large, furnished shared 
house nr Iffley Village. Living with 2 female 
professionals. Available for one month from Mid 
June. £350pm. emmahuntly@yahoo.co.uk 
LOVELY, SPACIOUS DOUBLE BEDROOM (unfurnished) 
in above average flat in Cowley for easy-going 
professional female. Available end of June. £350 
pcm, inclusive. yplugg@yahoo.com
ROOM AVAILABLE NOW in Kidlington. Preferably 
female. £350. 07731 117876 / 01865 375243
SUMMERTOWN, NEAR BBC, short/long stay. Double 
room, single occupancy. £135/wk. Internet. Weekly 
cleaning, utilities inclusive. Fellow / employed / 
postdoc. 01865 552312. 

THE BIG BANG 
24 Walton Street, Jericho, Oxford 

0865 544

Bid for a delicious meal for two at the  
Big Bang worth £42.50. 

You could have:
Wild Venison Sausages (Gluten Free) 

over a Garlic and Rosemary Mash  
with a rich red wine jus

 a bottle of  
Wakefield Ozzie Shiraz 2003

Rice Pudding with Brandied Sultanas  
served with custard, cream or ice cream

www.dailyinfo.co.uk

College Secretary
Full-time academic administrator to deal with students, 

tutors and examinations (job share considered). 
Send CV and letter to: Senior Tutor, Greene’s Tutorial 
College, 45 Pembroke Street, Oxford OX1 1BP  

or email registry@edward-greene.ac.uk

Latin Mass Society Oxford Pilgrimage
Saturday 3rd June

To honour Blessed George Napper,
martyred for his priesthood 1610.

Traditional Solemn High Mass
11.15am at the Oxford Oratory,

followed by Procession and Benediction

www.oxfordlmsrep.blogspot.com
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CIE College of International Education
(A member of UTS group)

Needed: caring host families for busy 
summer period. Good rates of pay.

Tel: 01865 202238   Email: karen@cie-oxford.com
Bocardo House, 24 St Michael’s St, Oxford OX1 2EB

OXFORD

Change your life, love what you do 
and help a new generation of children 

to reach their full potential!
The Oxford Montessori Diploma in Pre-School Practice 
starts in September 2006. This is your chance to sign 
up for the 18-month, part-time course, one evening 
per week. Teaching practice arranged in own nurser-
ies. Diploma eligible for a Sure Start Training Grant 
(up to £450 per course); recognised by NVQ Assessors 
at Level 3.
Join us today and let your potential and that of others fly!

Call Louise on 01865 358210 or email  
oms.schools@btconnect.com

Don’t let the chance to make a difference pass you by!

Iffley Road, Oxford
Pleasant and spacious ground floor bedsit room in 
house with two shared bathrooms and kitchens. 
Gas central heating. Available early/mid June for six 
months plus. Rent £395.00 pcm (includes council 
tax and water rates).

Please contact Sarah at Lucy Properties on 559973

Marsh Lane, Marston
Four bedroom property situated close to John Radcliffe. 
Large fitted kitchen/dining area, sitting room, bathroom, 

rear garden and off-street parking.
Available 1st July. £950 pcm

St. Lukes Road, Cowley
Large four bedroom house close to the Oxford Business 
Park. Sitting room, fully fitted kitchen with dining area, 
conservatory, separate cloakroom, four bedrooms and 
newly fitted bathroom. Rear garden. Off-street parking.

Available now. £1,200 pcm

70 St Clements Street, Oxford, OX4 1AH
01865 251791, info@realletting.co.uk

www.realletting.co.uk

House in Jericho, Oxford.  
www.jerichorental.com

A furnished Victorian terraced 2/3 bedroom period 
house located in Jericho (within a mile of the centre of 
Oxford). The house has recently been refurbished and 
professionally designed, including new floor coverings 
throughout, much new furniture and a superbly fitted 

kitchen and bathroom. Available June 1st, 2006.
Contact Philip Smithson at QB Management:  

01865 764533 / philips@qbman.co.uk

BIKES FOR SALE
USED BIKES WITH FREE DELIVERY from 
£35 www.backontrax.co.uk 07919 445464 
backontrax@hotmail.com 

CARS FOR SALE
RENAULT ESPACE, dark green, not immaculate but 
reliable, 2.2 diesel, 91,000 miles, 1 year’s MOT, 7 
months’ tax. £4750. 01865 553878 

Concert Competition
Dailyinfo, in association with MECO 

(Muslim Educational Centre of Oxford) 
offers you a chance to win tickets to:

The Second International
Oxford Muslim Music Festival

An unrivalled assembly of Muslim artists and musicians from 
all over the world will perform a wide range of distinctive 

religious tunes, sacred music, liturgical songs and devotional 
chants that is guaranteed to uplift the spirit and nourish the 

soul. And for your physical needs there will be many stalls with 
delectable food & souvenirs. See www.meco.org.uk/event.htm

 The festival takes place at Oxford Town Hall 
 on Saturday 10th June 2006 from 4 to 11.00pm

Two pairs of £15 tickets can be won and will be awarded 
for correct answers to the following question:

What is the most popular kind of sacred Muslim 
music in Pakistan called?

Email meco@dailyinfo.co.uk Winners will be 
selcted at random on Thursday June 8th and the 

editor’s decision is, as ever, final.

TUITION OFFERED
BIOLOGY / CHEMISTRY A-LEVEL & GCSE tuition 
offered. Phone: 0777 558 2800 
THE MOST IMPORTANT PEOPLE IN IRAQ today are 
aged 10. See why at www.gardenofdemocracy.org 
MATHS, PHYSICS, CHEMISTRY, MECHANICS 
tuition available, any level: 079845 47940 
aonetuition@gmail.com

Do you need intensive revision 
just before your exams?  

Home tuition available for ICT 
& Business Studies. 

Contact: 078 4007 5792

ROOM WANTED
MALE, 30’S, PROFESSIONAL, nice, fully house-trained, 
seeks room, from July 1st, in friendly non-smoking 
house as close as possible to East Avenue. No party 
animals, no extortionate rents, no werewolves, etc. 
etc. Short lets considered. writetoian@yahoo.co.uk

ONE-DAY STUDIO REQUIRED
SEMI-PROFESSIONAL PHOTOGRAPHER seeks 
flat or house to hire for one day for photoshoot 
mepphotographic@aol.com

Host Families required 

to look after Japanese students in Kidlington, Yarnton 
& Headington. Oxford International Exchange offer 
good rates, 24-hour support and compensation if  
students unexpectedly cancel. For more information, 
please contact helen@oxforduk.org - 01865 841444.

HOST FAMILIES

OPEN MORNING: LECKFORD PLACE SCHOOL. 
Independent co-educational day school. Entry at 
11+ and 13+. Join us on Saturday 10 June from 10am 
to 1pm. An informal event which gives students 
and parents an opportunity to look around the 
school and meet our teaching staff. Tel: (01865) 
302620 or visit www.leckfordplace.com for details. 
All welcome. 

Experience real Chinese food at

Oisi Master
49 St Clements  01865 201010

Restaurant & Sushi Bar
 Authentic, Traditional 

Chinese & Japanese Cooking

Sunday Lunch £6.99
Open midday - midnight every day

1) Corn Market: The Old Corn House, built in 1536, was demolished in 1644, so that the lead roof could be 
melted down for bullets, for use in the civil war.
2) Holywell Street. St. Frideswide, the patron saint of Oxford, was a nun so holy that when she prayed for 
relief from a persistent admirer, the latter was struck blind. She presumably felt this was an unduly harsh 
punishment, since his sight was restored by the water from her holy well. She is depicted in a window by 
Burne-Jones in the Latin Chapel of the Cathedral.
3) Great Jury Lane: There was a thriving Jewish community in Oxford in the 12th & 13th centuries, but 
Edward 1 expelled all Jews from this country in 1290. They were not officially re-admitted until 1656.
4) St. Aldates: Research has failed to track down a saint called Aldate, though there is a church of this name 
in Gloucester. It may be a corruption of Eldred or Olave or some other audio-confusable name, but current 
opinion favours the “Old Gate” theory.
Newcomers to the city will not realise how easy it was to move from north to south by car 20 or so years ago. 
Legend has it that on the day when the one-way system was introduced some enterprising undergraduates 
rearranged the signs so that everyone ended up in Carfax

THEATRE REVIEWS

Ghosts
Old Fire Station Theatre, 30th May - 3rd June 2006

The subject matter of Ghosts is grisly and morbidly fascinating; taking the dregs of society in 1870s Europe and 
looking at the realities behind the outward appearances of respectability. Broken marriages, adultery, incest, drunkards 
and syphilis are everywhere, as if inescapable. Over it all the pompous and self righteous Pastor judges and delves into 
the Alving family secrets, conscious of nothing but his own reputation. 

This is the setting for the play, but the student production directed by Ben Bransfield has set the play in 1970s Britain, 
at the height of a sexual and cultural revolution and at odds with the moral climate of the 1870s. This serves to 
heighten the claustrophobia in the play, set in one room and surrounding a family which has not been able to move on 
with the times due to the ideals and standards they relentlessly uphold. 

Desperate and bleak, as are most of Ibsen’s plays, the heavy atmosphere is relieved at times by the comic characters of 
Osvald (the son returning from an artist’s life in Paris), and Jakob (the drunken father who wants to open a hostel for 
sailors). This is needed in such a closed and serious setting to make the play more watchable. Even though the play is 
supposed to be stagnant and claustrophobic, sitting through two hours of it took a dedicated and patient audience. 

The bleak setting is thankfully broken up just often enough by humour and scary moments to keep our interest. 
Haunting lines such as “You are worm eaten from birth” and the presence of those from the past who still haunt 
the house and Mrs Alving, like ghosts, make the play effectively scary at times, especially when the lights go out at 
importune moments and the music runs to a screaming pitch and makes you want to look away as you know what is 
coming. As the last hopes of salvation are lost, the play becomes predictable and spirals towards its ending.

Reputation, respectability and ideals are upheld by people to this day, protected at all costs; and the underworld of 
drugs, prostitution and “lost souls” who do not belong to a traditional family unit are still as unmoved by the attempts 
of the Pastor to guide them back to a “respectable life” as they were over 100 years ago. It makes one wonder how far 
we have really progressed. Sarah Vanstone 

Decadence, By Steven Berkoff
Burton Taylor Theatre, 30th May - 3rd June 2006

‘I wouldn’t have it any other way’, says Helen, one half of the upper class pair in Steven Berkoff’s verse play Decadence, 
which is being staged by the Philadelphia Players at the Burton Taylor Studio. She does so after riding her married 
lover in imitation of her hunting mount, graphically describing the social whirl and gory chase of riding to hounds. 
Starting off side-saddle, resoundingly slapping his rear, she ends up astride, bouncing, graphically describing the kill, 
the climactic blooding of the younger members of the hunt immediately preceding her battle cry.

In this study of sex and class, Molly Davies and David Cochrane take two roles apiece; that of Helen and her lover 
Steve, and of Steve’s nouveau riche wife, Sybil, and the gangster she has hired to discover his infidelities. In alternating 
scenes in the typical Berkoff style of traded confessions and drawn-out anecdotes, they act out key moments of their 
respective affairs; the toffs in a ‘sumptuous pad’ in the West End, the working class in a suburban house (the kind that 
can be found, according to Helen, in ‘rancid East Cheam’). The ambit* of the upper crust in the play is wide, taking in 
concerts, the theatre and supper at the Savoy, whereas the flat-vowelled Sybil and Les act out their highly carnal affair 
behind closed doors. What unites both couples is the frankness and depth of their sexual talk, revealing to the audience 
the bones of their difference, and the values that Berkoff sees the English attaching to sex.

More than twenty-five years on from its first performance, the stripping down of the English class system in 
Decadence defiantly survives as a familiar dramatic and fictional trope. It is tempting to see its invective of class 
war as a dusty relic of Thatcher’s England, and viewed as a contemporary piece this play doesn’t quite push the 
boundaries it did in the 1980s now that sex and sexuality in their many variant forms are the constant themes of film, 
theatre and television.

Molly Davies’ performance is spot-on, easing into the contrasting accents and physicalities required from her for 
the two roles. The seams show more in Cochrane’s breathless and halting portrayal of Steve and Les, but his energy 
is palpable and helps especially to realize the sensuality of the caddish Steve. The stark set, composed of nothing 
more a central settee, does much to keep the audience’s mind on the fact that we are being invited to see these two 
couples as a mirror not only of one another, but also of ourselves. Joseph Kennedy

*Ambit – 1. A circuit, compass, or circumference 1597; 2. The limits of a district 1845; fig. The compass of actions,      
words etc. Shorter Oxford English Dictionary.

Buddy: The Buddy Holly Musical
New Theatre, Oxford, 29th - 3rd June 2006

 
Essentially, this is a glorified tribute show. Not that there’s anything wrong with that. After all, the atmosphere at 
9.45pm when the curtain descended after protracted bows was undoubtedly electric.

For two hours we follow the rise to fame of the 1950s rock and roll legend, Buddy Holly, from his first recording 
contract to his final performance. If you’re looking for a serious biographical study, you’ll be disappointed as the 
writers and director take a firmly populist stance. In between scenes of ambition, love and laughter well over twenty 
of the bespectacled performer’s greatest hits are performed live including ‘Peggy Sue’ and ‘That’ll be the Day’.

The plot is thin, the jokes weak, the characterisation two-dimensional, the set far too small for the New Theatre’s 
vast stage and the acting is hammy but who cares? It’s the toe-tapping brilliance of the music and the boundless 
enthusiasm of the 16-strong cast which bring the greying audience swaying to their feet. Edward Handoll as Buddy 
has a strong singing voice and leads with confidence. Ricky Glowacki as Richie Valens should also be mentioned 
for his shamelessly camp, seemingly endless rounds of pelvic thrusts and excellent rendition of La Bamba. But it 
falls upon Debbralee and Ann Marie Roberts as the Apollo Performers to inject some humour into an otherwise 
flaccid first half. 

Being far too young to have witnessed such antics first time around, I couldn’t exactly wallow in the nostalgia of 
Nixon jokes. I did however find incalculable satisfaction in watching the slightly childish, wide-eyed excitement, 
enthusiasm and wonder of the well-to-do sixty-something sitting next to me who couldn’t bear not to rise to her 
feet and sing along. It’s not often you see an audience jiving in the aisles. This is feelgood theatre at its somewhat 
flawed best. Joe Pike, 31/05/06

Odeon George St (0871 2244 007)
X-MEN: THE LAST STAND [12A]  Thu: 1.15, 4.00, 6.45, 9.30pm

Fri: 12.15, 3.00, 5.45, 8.30pm (wheelchair access to all)
Battle lines are drawn amongst the X-Men.
THE DAVINCI CODE [12A]  

Thu, Fri: 12.00, 1.00,  2.00, 3.30, 4.30, 5.30, 7.00, 8.00, 9.00pm
Recycled Jesus conspiracy.
MISSION IMPOSSIBLE III [12A]  Thu: 8.15pm

 Can’t be impossible, or he wouldn’t be able to do it. Would he?
THE WILD [U] Thu: 11.30am, 1.30, 3.45, 6.00pm
 Madagascaresque animation with zoo animals at large.
POSEIDON [12A] Thu: 12.45, 3.45, 6.30, 9.15pm 

 Fri: 12.30, 3.30, 6.15, 9.00pm
Sinking disaster escape drama thingie. Prolonged peril, and all that.
CURIOUS GEORGE [U] Fri: 11.45am
Animated monkey adventure.
UNITED 93 [15] Fri: 12.45, 3.45, 6.30, 9.15pm
“Real time” version of 9/11 hijack.

Vue Cinema (08712 240 240)
PRIME [12A] Thu: 8.30pm, Fri: 8.45pm
Upbeat take on Mrs Robinson tale with Uma Thurman in New York.
CURIOUS GEORGE [U] Thu: 11.00am, 1.15, 3.45,  6.15pm

Fri: 11.25am, 1.20, 3.45pmAnimated monkey adventure.
MISSION IMPOSSIBLE III [12A]      Thu: 8.45pm, Fri: 5.45, 8.20, 11.10pm
Go on, just one more impossible mission...

THE DAVINCI CODE [12A]  
Thu: 11.15am, 1.00, 1.45, 2.30,  4.15, 5.00, 5.45, 6.30, 7.30, 8.15, 9.00, 9.30pm 
Fri: 10.45am, 1.00, 2.00, 3.00, 4.20, 5.15, 6.15, 7.30, 8.30, 9.30, 10.45pm

Recycled Jesus conspiracy.

X-MEN: THE LAST STAND [12A]  
Thu: 11.00am, 12.15, 1.30, 2.45, 4.05, 5.30, 6.40, 8.00, 9.15pm  

Fri: 11.00am, 12.15, 1.30, 2.45, 4.00, 5.30, 6.50, 8.00, 9.15, 10.30, 11.40pm
 Schism among the mutants.

ICE AGE 2 [U]  Thu: 11.45, 2.00, 4.30pm, Fri: 12.45pm
Time for the big meltdown.
THE WILD [U] Thu: 12.00, 2.15, 4.45, 7.00pm

Fri: 12.30, 2.30, 4.30, 6.30pmMadagascaresque animation: zoo animals at large.
POSEIDON [12A] Thu: 12.30, 3.15, 6.00, 8.25pm

Fri: 11.45am, 2.15, 4.45, 7.15, 9.40, 11.55pm
Sinking disaster escape drama thingie. Prolonged peril, and all that.
UNITED 93 [15] Fri: 11.15am, 1.45, 4.10, 6.40, 9.00, 11.30pm
“Real time” version of 9/11 hijack.

Phoenix Picture House (0870 758 3218)
THE DAVINCI CODE [15]  Thu, Fri: 2.00, 5.15, 8.30pm
The film of the best-selling book.
BRICK [15]   Thu: 4.00, 9.10pm
Hard-boiled high school mystery in the Donnie Darko mould.

CHALLENGING CONVENTIONS: MEMENTO [15] Thu: 7.00pm
Identity, memory, death, backwardsness.
UNITED 93 [15] Fri: 1.30, 4.00, 6.30, 9.00pm
“Real time” version of 9/11 hijack.

Odeon Magdalen St (0871 2244 007)
PRIME [12A] Thu: 9.00pm
Age gap rom com with Uma Thurman.
X-MEN: THE LAST STAND [12A]     Thu: 12.15, 3.00,  5.45, 8.30pm
Battle lines are drawn amongst the X-Men.                    Fri: 1.00, 4.00,  6.45, 9.30pm  

 (Wheelchair access to all.)
CURIOUS GEORGE [U] Thu: 11.45am, 2.00, 4.15, 6.30pm
Animated monkey adventure.
MISSION IMPOSSIBLE III [12A] Fri: 5.45, 8.30pm
Can’t be impossible, or he wouldn’t be able to do it. Would he?
THE WILD [U] Fri: 1.30, 3.45pm
Madagascaresque animation with zoo animals at large.

Ultimate Picture Palace (245288)
CASANOVA [12A] Thu: 7.00pm
Romantic comedy with Heath Ledger and Jeremy Irons.
THE NEW WORLD [12A] Thu: 9.15pm
A live-action version of the Pocahontas Legend

Magdalen College Auditorium
THE SURREALIST PROMENADE Fri: 7.30-10pm
Short films (Dali/Bunuel, Lynch, Svankmejer), hymns, poetry, screaming. £4 exit fee (07796 835 429)

 - review on www.dailyinfo.co.uk
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