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‘Win 2 VIP tickets to see

St Edward’s School Arts
presents

An Evening with Ian McEwan
Saturday 4 December 7.30pm Tickets: £20
Tan McEwan will talk about his ‘current
preoccupations), answer questions and talk about
his forthcoming novel Saturday.
The New Hall, St Edward's School,
Woodstock Road, Oxford

Tickets from: 01865 3193 k
or from Blackwells Bookshop, 50 Broad Street, Oxf\ml

Next Sheet Publication Dates:
Thu 2 Dec
Sat 4 Dec
Fri 10 Dec
Fri17 Dec
There will be no sheets on Fri 24 or 31 Dec.
Over the Christmas break you will be able to place
adverts on the website as usual, but don't expect:
very prompt replies to your emails as we'l all be:
very busy eating turkey. Thanks!
Fri 7 Jan
Fri 14 Jan
then back to thrice weekly publication
(Tues, Thu, Sat).

Place your Christmas holiday advert now:
17 Dec-6 Jan = 21 days for the price of 2!!

Answer our question correetly and you could be going
to watch Cameron Mackintoshs record-breaking new
production of Aluin Boubil and Claude-Michel
Schonberg’s epic musical Miss Saigon from the best
seats in the house.

What is Saigon now called?
Answers to saigon@dailyinfo.co.uk

Competition closes at noon on
Monday 6th December

The winner will have the choice between performances on
“Tue 14th and Wed 15th December.

FRIDAY 3RD DECEMBER: FIVE RHYTHMS WITH CHLOE.
An invitation to ecstacy £6. 8-10pm, 1st Friday of
each month. Lake Street Community Centre. Details:
Polly 07870 643260

COMPUTERS
FOR SALE/ HELP

DATA PROJECTORS: hire and sales.
01865 722027
RENT AN IMAC from £45.00/month,
www.macfaction.co.uk / 01865 764091
OXFORD MACINTOSH SOLUTIONS Ltd
for all your Apple Macintosh Sales Serv-
ices and Support. 0871 7170000 / www.
omsuk.com

OFFICE SURPLUS

1. Sharp AL1000 copier toner cartridges
(AL-100TD), x 6. FREE!

2. Canon Black BCI-10 Cartridges for ORGANIC SHOPPING
FR

E! 8"
BCs0.70,80,700. - FREH UHURU WHOLEFOODS
3. Web authoring softwae for At
Windows - Adobe GoLive.  OFFERS! % Organic nuts, dried fruits, christmas puddings, cakes,
Buyer collects from e
31 Warnborough Road, north Oxford.  Large collection of Organic vegan & vegetarian wines.

* Gift packs of cruelty-free bodycare products.
Enquirics - 01865 553377 / office@dailyinfo.co.uk

L,48 Cowley Road, Oxford « 01865 248249 |
BANDS DISCOS & LIGHTS MEETINGS/ LECTURES
DISCO PA & LIGHTING EQUIPMENT: hire and sales.|

118 Cowley Rd. 01865 722027 Thur 2nd

DISCOS, KARAOKES AND EQUIPMENT HIRE: Dave|

'Seamer Entertainments, 01865 240054 OXVEG INFORMAL GET-TOGETHER / Meet for a drink
and a chat at the Mitre / Oxford Vegetarians / 6-8pm / The

Mitre. High St, Oxford

FIN DE SIECLE SEMINAR SERIES / Historical Pessimism
and the Cultural Boundaries of the Fin de Siecle / Oxford
English Faculty / 5 pm - Free Admission / Email: anna.

acuk

ox.ac.uk/seminars/fin.htmi / Meyerstein Room (11), St.
Cross Building, Manor Road

MEDITATION INSIGHTS / Meditation for veryone to

inner 730pm

HOLYWELL MUSIC ROOM, Saturday December 4th
2004, 745pm. TANIA CHRISTOVA, Lyric Soprano,
Silver Medal Concours Maria Callas. MICHAEL STEM-
BRIDGE-MONTAVONT, Piano. Songs by: MOZART,
SCHUBERT, GLINKA, TCHAIKOVSKY, RACHMANINOV.
Tickets: Oxford Playhouse Box Office, Tel 01865
305305. Tickets: £13/£9

GREAT CHRISTMAS SHOPPING at the Oxford Univer-
sity Museum of Natural History. Open daily 12-5pm
- 10% discount with blue Oxford University card.

wdatlynfo.couk

CINEMA

Until Thu 2nd Dec

Ozone Multiplex (0870 444 3030)

Fice of Charge/Webs http /www globalretreatcentie.org.

AFTER THE SUNSET (12A) Mon-Thu: 1.00, 3.40, 6.55,9.10

e e e ol uk/events_guide/courses/insights.htm / Global Retreat | | Web: httpi/nigelpbrown.couk / Phoenix Picture House.
BEINGJULIA (12A) Daily1.15.3.35.5.55 | | Cenre Walton Street; Tel: 512526; Webs: http://www.picturehouses.
amoraus folly andrevenge i theatreland no,not Phantom of the Opera) SCIENC] EC introduces ‘Oxford/local.ht

www.dailyinfo.co. uk

JOBS OFFERED

KING’S SCHOOL OXFORD
Teach Economics or Politics

Teach sixth form Economics or Politics at this
busy, BAC-accredited international college
Part time (up to o.5 fte)
small classes (up to 8 students)
Supportive teaching and learning environment
From January to July 2005
Telephone 01865 711829
or email info@kingsoxford.couk

King’s School Oxford, St Joseph's Hall
Temple Cowley, Oxford, 0x4 201

wwwekingsoxford.co.uk

ORIEL COLLEGE REQUIRES A CHEF (UP TO £18,000
PA.) We require an experienced enthusiastic chef to
join our brigade. The successful candidate will be
passionate about providing excellent catering serv-
ices for our discerning Fellows and students as well
as high profile conferences and events. You will have
been formally trained and have at least five years
experience within a quality environment. Previous
applicants need not apply. Contact Mark Robertson
on 01865 286538 for further details and an applica-
tion pack.
ORIEL COLLEGE REQUIRE FOOD SERVICE STAFF for
part-time evening shifts. Please contact Mark Rob-
Ertson 01865 286335 for an application for

GOING HOME?
Got a lot of luggage / personal effects / papers?
Don't pay airline prices.
Don'tlug it through airports and stations
UK services available as well as foreign destinations.

We can ship your personal effects back home
at a fraction of the cost of airline excess
baggage prices, and with none of the hassle.
R.M BAGGAGE SERVICES
RING FREEPHONE 0800 0184268

ALEXANDER TECHNIQUE LESSONS, central Oxford
and Headington. Student rates. Tel; 01865-765511.
s.c@btinternet.com www.oxat.net

BIG OR SMALL WE SHIP IT ALL. 50% discount on
packaging materials to all students who ship with
us, free pick up in Oxford. Mail Boxes Etc., Summer-
town 01865 514655, Headington 01865 741729
OXFORD COUNSELLING AND Psychotherapy Service.
Confidential. wwwoxfordcounselling.co.uk .For referrals:
(01865) 515324 / 790687

MAN & VAN, CHEAP REMOVALS with a smile! Tel.:
07939 204460

The Oxford Barber Shop
Basement Shepherd & Woodward
Offer 15% off
all haircuts
Uncil end of February 2005

Brothers Needed

The Department of Sociology, University of Oxford,
is conducting a study into the educational and
labour market experiences of brothers (aged 35+) in
different lines of work.

Contact: John.Reed@sant.ox.ac.uk

SIND SIE DEUTSCHER? Then you can help us. Chil-
dren's publisher seeks narrator for a new series. E-
mail us on mail@yellowh.com

BATH PLACE HOTEL requires receptionist for a mini-
mum period of six months. Appro)

X 24-30 hours (3/4
shifts). Fluent English, computer-literacy and admin
skills essential, flexible weekdays and weekends,
enjoy working with the public. £6.60ph after training.
Call Yolanda, 01865 791812, or email info@bathplace.
co.uk

,
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Student Property Release:
Thursday 20 January 2005

2 BED SEMI, Chesterton. Lovely village convenient
for Oxford. Newly decorated, gardens, parking. Part/
Unfurnished. Pub 2 mins. Bicester North 10 mins;
A34/M40J9 5 mins; Oxford 9 miles. Marylebone 1hr.
Available Xmas. £750 exclusive. 07976 710147/01869
321029/justingosling@hotmail.com

4-BEDROOM FURNISHED HOUSE in Hollow Way. Close

on receipr of this voucher

66 MORE on
wwnidatlyinfo.co.uk

Thurs Dec 2nd

BUDGIE / Well loved rockers return to the Zodiac / 7.00pm
£14 Downstairs / The Zodiac. 190 Cowley Road; Tel: 420042;
Web: http://www.the-zodiac.co.uk/

SKYLARKIN' SOUNDSYSTEM / Reggae, Soul, Latin, Funk
& Jazz Grooves; DJ Aidan Larkin + guests / Thursdays, 8:30-
11pm, Free / Email: dalton@tommykneecaps.com / Web:
httpy//www.thebrickworks tommykneecaps.com  /  The
Brickworks. 182 Cowley Rd| Tel: 245999

NIGEL BROWN IN CONCERT / Smooth tunes to wend your
wearies in cosy surroundings. Bring a friend / From 8pm to

to BMW and links to A34/M40. Available immediately
- £1000 pem. lettings@lizmans.demon.co.uk
2-BEDROOM FLATS TO let in Temple Cowley - all
newly refurbished, either furnished or unfur-
nished available immediately, rents from £725pcm.
lettings@lizmans.demon.co.uk

SPACIOUS FURNISHED 1-BEDROOM flat in St. John Street,
available immediately, £775pcm includes all bills except
(/tax and Tel. lettings@lizmans.demon.co.uk

“ECONOMICS ‘A" LEVEL tutor required for January
2005. 15 hours tuition time available. Please con-
tact Dr R Carrington, Abacus College, 01865 240111,
principal@abacuscollege.net.”
WORK IN MARKETING carrying out business devel-
opment and profiling over the phone for blue-chip
companies within the IT sector. We are looking
for all European languages, including English.
Eastern European languages urgently. Bright and
confident communicators to work in a friendly,
international and busy environment. £715ph.
BONUS SCHEME AVAILABLE. Please send your
V to recruitment@advanced-alchemycom for an
interview.
96 MORE on
‘www.dailyinfo.co.uk

oy

5

wwwlucyproperties.co.uk FOR LUCY PROPERTIES:
offering a wide variety of properties in the popular
Jericho area

OFF IFFLEY ROAD. Double room in comfortable
2 bedroom house (garden, off-street parking) for
n/s professional. £425 pcm available January.
hollisfen@hotmail.com

VERY LARGE ATTIC/DOUBLE room with sink and
own stairwell, great location on Cowley Rd (Near
Scream Pub/Bar Baby), double glazing, £300pcm
Non-inc. , Broadband. Professional preferred. Chris
07971478773 macalpi@hotmail.com

COMPLINS CLOSE - Very spacious and immaculately
presented two bedroom apartment in this popular
location. Two bedrooms, large lounge/diner and
fully fitted kitchen. Would suit professional couple.
Available Now. Please call 01865 318547 / Sally.
CHILSWELL RD - Immaculate five bedroom house
ready for immediate occupation. Spacious lounge,
large kitchen/diner, two bathrooms and good size
garden. Perfect for students or professional sharers.
For viewing, 01865 318547 / Sally. —

wwwuaﬂylnlo ouk

ROOMS

Not enough room
at home?

Non-residential. Bmadband use of
kitchen/bathroom. £150 pem plus
Call John on 01865 553377,

Undergroduates T2z

Edwand VII 1
Fﬂmous&ﬂlrgrmmus - P
L__.g—f i

Eduddvin T
Brusersse College
where the Hell Fire Clab
racised Black Magie

Boss Nesk (Jovs College) '“’“‘“

Trinity College
e wode maked o 8

JERICHO: LARGE SINGLE bedsitter/study. £320 pcm.
01865 514913

HOUSEMATES WANTED TO rent nice Jericho house
Jan-June, broadband, omarsalem@st-hughs.ox.ac.
uk, 07747 610243

2 ROOMS TO let in shared house, near Brookes,
250pcm + bills, first available 1st December, second
1st January, 07880866121

SINGLE ROOM IFFLEY, Henley Ave £285 inclusive
available January, profesionals need only apply
.pref non smoker please leave contact number
churchlandshouse@yahoo.co.uk

LARGE DOUBLE ROOM in Gay friendly house close to
city centre. Furnished. Suit professional. £400 pcm
excl. Telephone 01865 249 846

COWLEY: 1 DOUBLE - £380 for 2 people, £280
for one person 3 slngles - £240. Includes bills.
07855 955!

vIsIT www.allrmoms.cum / oxfordshire / oxford /
hotels.htm for a guide to Oxford hotels, guest houses
& other accommodation.

ONE DOUBLE, ONE single room, city centre, avail-

able now, 07796662439
349 MORE on
wnudallynfo.couk

Richard Lovelace was a Cavalir, who joined the Royalist forces in Oxford in 1643-6. It was he, who gave us the lines: -

iron bars a cage.”

In Samuel Johnson’s time at Pembroke, servants were sent regularly to knock on students” doors, to check that they were inside, working. If there was no answer,
their absence was reported to the Master. This so infuriated Johnson that he refused to admit to his presence even when he was in, and he frequently got into
trouble over this. He was not an assiduous student, and used to cross the road to Christ Church to borrow a friend’s lecture notes.
habit when his shoes became so worn that the Christ Church men laughed at him. Unable to afford to replace them, he nevertheless threw away in a fury a pair
of new shoes left outside his door by an anonymous donor. Johnson left Oxford after about a year, but like many people who have not stayed long enough to

obtain a degree, he took a great delight in the place in later life, and loved showing people around.

Sir Richard Burton (nothing to do with the actor) came up to Trinity College in 1840, but stayed only five terms, during which time he resisted all cfforts to
family that he had been awarded “an extra va
In truth he had been rusticated (sent down) for deliberately getting into trouble in order to avoid being made to enter the Church.
Instead, he became an explorer, often travelling disguised as a native in order to live among the people. From India he went on to Africa, where he discovered
Lake Tanganyika, and searched for the Upper Nile (where, we are told, his face was transfixed by a spear from cheek to cheek).

persuade him to trim his moustache. He “withdrew™ from Oxford, and reported to his f;
first with the highest honours™.

Oscar Wilde, who came up in 1874, having taken his first degree at Dublin, was a brilliant, if erratic student. He loved Oxford, and was disappointed not to be
offered a Fellowship at Magdalen. One of his tributes to Oxford appears in Lady Bracknell’s line in *The Importance of Being Earnest’: “Untruthful! My nephew

9.30ish FREE ENTRY / Email

gardeners to cutting edge scientific research / Mon 8th,
15th, 20th Nov and 13th Dec, 8pm, £7 / Margaret Thatcher
Centre. Somerville College

BRIDGET JONES: THE EDGE OF REASON (15) il 1230
theusal suspectall et (even the averszeunderwear) .
FINDING NEVERLAND (PG) Daily: w.zs,-.oo,a.zo
Johnny DeppsPeerPan author | MBare

LADIES IN LAVENDER (12 Dai
Dames JudiDench and Maggie Smith nurse  young man bck o health,

:8.30 pm

Fri 3rd

TAXI (128 VTha:1.15, 335,600,810
i Besans ey s MUSLIM FRIDAY PRAYER / Summertown Hall, corner
THE FORGOTTEN (12) MonThu 135,405,635,205 | | B2nbury and Portiend Roads, English Sermon. / MECO / 1
‘has Julianne Moore lost her son, or her marbles? pm / Email: info@meco.org.uk /

THE GRUDGE (1! Daily:9.00 pm A RELIGIONLESS CHRISTIANITY? / This week's subject:

5)

vemake of theJapanese horor i u-0n-
THEINCREDIBLES(U)  Mon-Thu:12.45,1.45,3.20,4.20,5.55,6.55,8.30
The impsons auteur Bad B cusoosewith P s ays

THE MANCHURIAN CANDIDATE (15) Daiy:12.00,3.00,5.50,845
dosinsercrportions maniplat the Whit House

Steinbeck and humanity / Contact Paul/Lisa 01865 750854
/730-930pm / Email: lulupabs@fish.co.uk / Private House
RT HON JOHN REDWOOD MP SPEAKING ON THE EU
CONSTITUTION / What's in it, what Eurosceptics and
Euroenthusiasts think of it. Power Point presentation /

THE POLAR EXPRESS (U) Daily:13.10,2.10,330,4.30 | | 5pm. All welcome / All Souls College Library
vt Tomfanksac e rles atonce SCIENCE FOR GARDENERS LECTURE SERIES /introduces
VEER ZAARA Mon-Thu: 12.00,3.45,7.30 | | gardeners to cutting edge scientific research / Mon 8th,

w)
alovetorysetagainst th Prtitio of IdiaPakitan

Odeon George St (0871 2244 007)

BRIDGET JONES : THE EDGE OF REASON (15)

fon-Th: 1.00, 1.15,3.30, 345, 6.00, 615, 8.25,8.45pm
moreahesame.Seerew-
FINDING NEVERLAND (PG)
PetrPan, the BiographicalDrama
| v HUCKABEES (15)
acomedy aboutwhat s all about.
THE FORGOTTEN (12A)
hasulanne Mooreost hersom o her marbles?
THE INCREDIBLES (U)
The Simpons auteur Brad i cusloosewith Pt tays
THE MANCHURIAN CANDIDATE
temake of 0s thilrwithDenzel Washingion

Odeon Magdalen St (0871 2244 007)

AFTERTHE SUNSET (12A) Daily:2.00, 630
adiamond the s o rela afer tha st bigscore

15th, 20th Nov and 13th Dec, 8pm, £7 / Margaret Thatcher

Centre. Somenville College
%

b

THEATRE

Until Thu 2nd Dec
New Theatre (0870 6063500)

GLYNDEBOURNE ON TOUR - THE MAGIC FLUTE
Tue 30 & Fri 3:7.15pm
Michelle Canicioni, Majlla Cllagh and eremy Gapenter

Daily:12:15pm

1245,315,5.45,815
Daily:1230,3.00,5.15,745

Daily: 12.00,2.45,5.30,8.30
Th:2.30

‘THE INCREDIBLES (U) Daily: 1.30,4.30,7.30 .
e o SO— ! OId Fire Station Theatre (297170)
‘THE GRUDGE (15) Daily: 4.15, 8.45pm TWELFTH NIGHT

Tue 30- Fri 3:7.30 / Sat4:2.30,7.30
550-6850

THERAPY? + WINNEBAGO DEAL + TOKYO DRAGONS /
7.00pm £12 adv / The Zodiac. 190 Cowley Road; Tel: 420042;
Web: http://www the-zodiac.co.uk/

SPARKY'S FLYING CIRCUS / Performers of all kinds
welcome! Free / 9pm / The Half Moon. 17 St Clements,
Oxford

E THECLI
/ Big Hair presents surf Kings, Norfolk Neutrinos & local
Cliffhangers to rock your world. (£1/pint). £3 / 8pm / The
Cellar . Frewin Court, off Cornmarket; Tel: 01865 244761
LIVE @ FREE @ THE X / “BRAIN DOGS” - TOM WAITS
TRIBUTE / FREE 9:00 pm / Exeter Hall Pub. 1 Oxford Rd
(corer of Cowley & Marsh Rds); Tel: 01865 776431; Web:
http://wwiw.exeterhall.couk

ELECTRICSIX/7.00pm £12 adv/ Oxford Brookes University;
Tel:741111

CANCELLED - CACAHUETES / Cacahuetes are taking a
well deserved break from the jam / Chester Arms / Final
night this year 2/12/04 / Email: kenny@cacahuetes.org.uk /
Web; http://www.cacahuetes.org.uk / Chester Arms Chester
St, off Iffley Road

DELIVERANCE! @ THE ZODIAC / Country+ Western Night
feat. JAWBONE live, Gambling, Free Food, DJs / 11-2, free w/
gig or £3/£4 / Email: Deliverancewear@hotmail.com / The
Zodiac. 190 Cowley Road; Tel: 420042; Web: http://www.the-
zodiac.couk/

‘THE SPIN JAZZ CLUB / JULIAN NICHOLAS - ex LOOSE TUBES
SAX STAR / £6 £4 / Doors open 8.15, Band on 9-11p / The
Spin@The Wheatsheaf. Wheatsheaf Alley, 129 High Street;
Tel: 243276; Webs: http://www.spinjazz.com

Fri 3rd

ALEXISONFIRE + THE BLED + HIDING WITH GIRLS / The
Club That Cannot Be Named / 7.00pm £8/£9 downstairs /
‘The Zodiac. 190 Cowley Road; Tel: 420042; Web: http://www.
the-zodiac.co.uk/

THE BLUETONES / THE VELVETEENES / Classic indie on
tour/7.00pm £10.50/£11.50/ The Zodiac. 190 Cowley Road;
Tel: 420042; Webs: http://www.the-zodiac.co.uk/

Phoenix Picture House (512526)

BRIDGET JONES: THE EDGE OF REASON (15)
Thu: 4.15,9.00,11.30
theusual suspect al etum (ven the aversize underwearse review *

Burton Taylor Theatre (305305)

SIX DEGREES OF SEPARATION  Tue 29- Sat 4:7.30pm
John Guares contemporary Americandassic. £5/64

Pegasus Theatre (722851)

‘COFFEE AND CIGARETTES (15) Wed-Tha: 215

interinked short stores. ot Robert Altman but im Jarmusch NOAH'S Af Thu2-Fri 3:7.30 / Sat4:3.00,7.30
ENDURING LOVE (15) ity 2.00,415,6.30,8.45 | | OTCretumtoprsents woderl iy st e o st 545
anidylic Onfordshire picicseques toendurng obsesson

SHE HATE I Thu: 11.30pm BMW Group Plant (245745)

E (18)
afomerbiatch executv impregnates ealthy lesian o profit
A CHRISTMAS CAROL Tue Fi:730pm;5312.00,800

0-£19.50. Unil thJan

“THE SOURCI /PROBE/JAY JAY / DRUM
N BASS PRE XMAS SPECIAL / 11pm-3am £8NUS/£9 adv /
The Zodiac. 190 Cowley Road; Tel: 420042; Web: http://www.
the-zodiac.co.uk/

MISHMASH / Anyone can bring their own tunes, CD/Vinyl,
to this multi-media night / Run by those that bring music /

co.uk / East Oxford Community Centre. Princes Street; Tel:
792168

OXFORD FOLK CLUB / Open Night - singers, musicians
and audience equally welcome / 830 pm, Admission £1
/ Email: pamcooper@hotmail.com / Web: httpy//www.
Port Mahon. St. Clement's

Ultimate Picture Palace (245288)

oo
ATALE OF TWO SISTERS (15) Daily:9.00 O’Reilly Theatre, Keble College
Sound by blod drided by one e WITH LOVE Tue St Dally €, €530 onc £ 7300m at: 2 30pm,
SUPER SIZE ME (12A) Tue Thu: 7.00 30pm Tue: 7.30pm Wed: 7.30pm Thu: 7.30pm
il lookat the st fod ncustry*
sl kv s o sy A ilarious new lay about st love&the romiss e reak.
* = rev . .
\ = review on www.dailyinfo.co.uk y. * = review on www.dailyinfo.co.uk

This sheet is a taster for www.dailyinfo.co.uk: Books + Cars and Motorbikes + Children’s Things + Coming + C

LIVE @ FREE @ THE X / Drug Squad - Local Legend's Debut

@The X/ FREE 9:00 pm/ Exeter Hall Pub. 1 Oxford R (comer

of Cowley & Marsh Rds.); Tel: 01865 776431; Web: http:/

wwwexeterhall.co.uk

BRIAN DE LUC / An evening of music / The Portcullis

Club / 8pm MembersFREE Non-members £2 / Email:
/Goldsmiths L o

Algernon! He is an Oxonian!”

Rumour has it that the Shelley Memorial was intended for his tomb, but the English Cemetery in Rome refused to accept it. Over the years the Memorial has been
subjected to a number of indignities, including being painted orange, supplied with underpants, adorned with signposts, mummified in roller towels, surrounded
‘These are but a few shining examples of the inventiveness
of Univ men (and women), and while some of them may be apocryphal, it is tactful to give them credence when in the presence of a member of the college.

by bottles with a notice reading “The Morning After”; or flooded, with goldfish to add verisimilitude.

They gain credibility when one discovers they were written while in prison. Technically, Christopher Wren was a fellow-commoner at Wadham
~that is a student of superior birth who paid extra for High Table privileges. He went on to be a Fellow of All Souls. He designed the Sheldonian Theatre in the
1660s, and the upper half of Tom Tower, Christ Church, in 1681-2. Beau Nash and Beau Brummel were regency dandies

Stone walls do not a prison make, Nor

He had to discontinue this

ation for taking a double

With Jove
The O'Reilly Theatre Keble

‘The play is written and directed by the same person (Dan James), about a writer who can't seem to
put on the finishing touches to either his book or the woman he’s in love with. It starts with the writer
fighting with his own inner voice that sounds from a speaker above. In short: we are afraid that we
have entered either a bad student’s journal entry or the type of self-conscious and self-reflexive drama
that is virtually impossible to do well-or worse, a combination of both.

But it is neither of those things. The thing one takes away from this play is its simplicity, its ironic
and playful tone, with just enough seriousness to keep our attention. The one thing that the play both
succeeds without and falls short of is drama.

It is about a couple, Ross (Ross Burley) and Beth (Sarah Philpott), who are enviably in love. Their
playful banter, loving glances and subtle touching are only briefly interrupted by short lttle relationship
spats. They are at that point in a relationship when the things that go wrong, pass over quickly and
do not contribute to that swirling, deepening, psychosis of love that one encounters in later stages of|
a relationship.

That is, until Beth's annoying friend Milly (Jodie Adams, played with a flair for the annoying) comes
to live with them, at the very moment Ross is about to propose to Beth. Milly looks remarkably similar
to Ross’ old flame Naomi-his old flame who he never got over, who he promised to meet again ten years
after they last said goodbye. The play bounces back and forth between moments in Ross’ past with
Naomi and moments in the present with Beth, until the final scene where he goes back to the spot he
promised to meat Naomi ten years earlier. You can usually predict where the play ends up going before
it gets there. And with only one major surprise, it goes everywhere we expect it to.

James manages to do the impossible well: not have his directing or his writing undercut the other.
Where the script still needs some work-flower and sunset metaphors that have worn thin, or brief|
moments of soliloquy that are too self-serious-he makes up for with direction of the actors’ delivery
that seems to shift the balance right.

But the real joy of the play comes from peering into the front window of their home. Ross is so
likable, so honest with the audience and his partners, vulnerable and yet too funny to pin down as
pathetic. His character is perhaps best captured by the out of place hairs on his head: he's passionate,
but undisciplined. He recites beautiful poetry one moment and pees in a potted plant the next. Even
some of the more hackneyed metaphors come alive in Burley’s engaging delivery. Beth carries a dignity
about her that gives her character a bit more complexity than the typical ingénue. Her facial expressions
bounce all over the spectrum of emotions, with the capriciousness and irresistibility of a newborn baby.
We can hardly look away from her.

‘The play works because we fall in love with the characters ourselves and it’s easy to see why they're
in love with each other.

R ".’»"E /}”“I‘J.._}_“J

Oliver Morrison )y
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+ Furniture &

FURNITURE & BEDDING

SOLID PINE desk; with drawer, 2 shelves and pull-
out keyboard shelf, good condition, £50. Contact
aescott2002@yahoo.co.uk
SOLID PINE 5+2 AESCOTT2002@YAH00.C0.UK
chest of drawers, good condition, £70. Contact
aescott2002@yahoo.co.uk
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Excellent cuisine at reasonable prices

THE STANDARD TANDOORI

INDIAN RESTAURANT & TAKEAWAY
(FULLY LICENSED)
- Opposite the Phoenix Cinema -
For bookings, tel. 553557
17 Walion 1, Oxford, 0X2 6A.

LEBANESE RESTAURANT
40125 Walton Crescent, Oxford Telephone: 310066
My OPEN MIDDAY TO MIDNIGHT
T

A
£

A AL-SALAM

LEBAN! RESTAURANT

;! Good Food, Good Atmosphere, Open EVERY day
& Book your Christmas Party now!
We cater for office parties & large groups. ?
Special deals for early bookings. £

ea Come & experience our Lebanese bubbly bar! |
i |
@ Park End Street, Oxford OX1 1H] f
{1 % call us for info: 01865 245710 = ?

+ Gay, Lesbian and Bisexual + Housemates & Travelling Companions + Houses & Flats For Sale + Houses & Flats to Let +

Houses and Flats Wanted + Jobs Offered + Jobs Wanted + Kitchen & Electrical + Lost and Found + Men Seeking Women + Missed Connections + Other Sales + Rooms to Let + Rooms Wanted + Services Offered + Theatrical Needs + Tuition Wanted + Women Seeking Men

www.dailyinfo.co.uk

6,000 + visitors daily

easy to use:

your ads appear immediately any time,
get a good response 8 aren’t expensive.




