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Apollo 0870 606 3500
LOONEY TUNES LIVE STAGE SHOW      Tue 8 - Sat 12

Daily: 6.00pm; Wed & Sat mats: 1.00pm 
‘A 24 carrot sensation’ 

Old Fire Station 794490
A MIDSUMMER NIGHT’S DREAM.   Fri 4th - Sat 5th

Daily: 7.30, Sat 2.30, 7.30 
ODT production of Shakespeare. See review.
THE LITTLE PRINCE Tue 8th - Sat 12th: 7.30, 

Thur & Sat mats: 2.30
Magical goose-back journey from planet to planet.

Playhouse 798600
AMY’S VIEW                                  Fri 4th - Sat 5th

 Fri 8.00; Sat: 2.30,7.30 
David Hare’s play about a performing mother and her 
daughter Amy. See review.
JONZI D IN AEROPLANE MAN Fri 11 - Sat 12 

8.00
A black man’s quest for his spiritual home.

Burton Taylor Theatre          793797
MISS JULIE                          Fri 4th -Sat 5th 7.30pm
Strindberg’s intense look at sex and status 
WILDER KAFKA          Fri 4th-Sat 5th 9.30pm 
An hour’s surreal terror. See review at www.dailyinfo.co.uk

BLANK VERSE Tue 8 - Sat 12 
 9.30pm 

James Kettle’s bittersweet comedy.
WHITE WOMAN STREET Tue 8 - Sat 12 

 7.30pm 
Five highwaymen seek to recover debts in a ghost town.

Wadham College        
PLUCKED                                          Fri 4th - Sat 5th 

8pm
New writing set in post-apartheid South Africa. Contains 
adult material.

Michael Pilch Studio  
RANDOM 12 Wed 2 May - Sat 5 May

8.30
New play by Rosemary Clements. Human drama
beyond the bounds of Big Brother.

Pegasus Theatre                722851
THE GOLDEN DOOR Wed 9 - Sat 12

 7.30pm 
Two tribes and a stranger discover the Golden Door.

Merton College Chapel  
ST JOAN Wed 9 - Sat 12

8.30pm
Shaw’s drama of ideas    

THEATRE
Until Thursday 10th May

ABC Magdalen Street          725305
THE MEXICAN (15)                    Fri: 6.10, 8.50; Sat-Mon: 

12.15, 3.10, 6.00, 9.00; Tue-Thur: 2.30, 5.30, 8.15
Julia Roberts / Brad Pitt dream team fi lm about a gun
BRIDGET JONES’S DIARY (15)       Fri: 6.30, 9.20; 
           Sat-Mon: 2.10, 4.40, 7.10, 9.45;
Tue-Thur: 1.15, 3.45, 6.15, 8.45 
The famous singleton on screen
RUGRATS IN PARIS (U) Sat-Mon: 12.00
TV tots invade the continent 

ABC George Street           723911

SCREENS 2 AND 3 CLOSED  FOR REFURBISHMENT

SAVE THE LAST DANCE(12)          Fri-Mon: 6:10,8:45
Closed thereafter

Multi-racial teenage lovers 

Ultimate Picture Palace        245288
DUNGEON AND DRAGONS (12)      Fri: 7pm 

Sat: 4.45pm, 7pm; Sun-Mon: 4pm, 6.15pm;
Tues-Thur: 6.15pm

The fantasy movie based on the board game
AUDITION (18)            Fri-Sat: 9.15, 11.30; 

Sun-Thurs: 8.30, 10.45 
See review at www.dailyinfo.co.uk

Phoenix Picture House        512526
CAPTAIN CORELLI’S MANDOLIN (15)     Daily: 2.00, 

4.15, 6.45, 9.15 
Mediterranean wartime romance
THE TERMINATOR (18)                            Sat: 11.30pm 
Arnie’s back !
O BROTHER, WHERE ART THOU? (12)

Fri: 11.30; Sun: 12 noon 
George Clooney proves he CAN act. . . 
DEAD BOLT DEAD (15)   Fri: 6.50pm; Sat: 11.30pm 
Twisted look at rival gangsters
CROUCHING TIGER, HIDDEN DRAGON (12) 
Fri: 4.30, 11.30; Sat: 4.30, 6.50; Sun: 12 noon, 4.45, 

7.00; Mon: 4.15; Tues-Thur: 4.30, 6.50 
Oscar-winning action romance
BREAD AND ROSES(15)  Fri: 2.15, 9.10; Sat: 

9.15; Sun: 9.20 Mon: 2.00, 9.15; Tue-Thur: 2.15, 9.15 
Immigrant janitors fi ght for justice
KIDS’ CLUB: FERNGULLY, THE LAST RAINFOREST 
(U)  Daily: 2.00pm 
No unaccompanied adults!
LIFE IS BEAUTIFUL (15) Sun: 2.15 
In aid of Amnesty International
LE CRIME DE M. LANGE (15) Mon: 6.30 
In association with the Maison Francaise
13 DAYS(15) Thur: 11.30pm 
The Cuban missile crisis

SCHIZOPOLIS (15) Thur: 11.30pm 

CINEMA

www.dailyinfo.co.uk

FRIDAY 4TH MAY 2001 (3RD WEEK)

A WORKING APPLE for just £75 !! Includes printer 
and modem !! Has CD-Rom drive and graphics soft-
ware. It’s old but it works. You want it, you know you 
do. Call Ian on 433139 (eves) 
SECOND-HAND APPLE Macs: www.macfaction.co.uk 
or call 01865 764091
APPLE MACINTOSH, 17’’ monitor, and laser printer, £375 
(01865) 276386 
KEYBOARD YAMAHA PSR-79 MIDI-compatible. Hardly used. 
£80. ben.kobus@ntlworld.com 
AMIGA A1200 030 Accelerator Board £20 Tel:515105 
HPDESKJET PORTABLE PRINTER mature but very reliable £50 
bruno.luse@keb.ox.ac.uk 07733403651 
14’’ SVGA MONITOR £35 bruno.luse@keb.ox.ac.uk 
07733403651 

COMPUTERS FOR SALE

WANTED
WANTED: OLD SYLLABUS Heineman T1 Statistics book, con-
tact Nick nick_bullock@hotmail.com 
TICKET TO CLINTON’s opening of the RAI. Will pay. 
chri0739@herald.ox.ac.uk 
2-4 RADIOHEAD tickets for 7/7 show wanted. Email 
gws2199@hotmail.com
ONE CUP FINAL TICKET - good price paid 
markjtemple@yahoo.com 727551 
TWO RADIOHEAD TICKETS wanted for July South Park concert 
srn@alumni.nd.edu
ENGLISH/ITALIAN LANGUAGE exchange conversation email: 
switch75@yahoo.com 

OXFORD SCHOLARS LANGUAGE School. Small groups. 
Flexible hours. Exam preparation. 01865-721751. 
SPANISH FOR BUSINESS/HOLIDAYS. Experieneced native 
speaker. mariafmendoza@yahoo.com 727551 
PIANO/THEORY TUTION offered-centralOxford. Tel: 07702 
879548
FRENCH TUITION BY native experienced university Tutor. all 
levels LFRTUTOR@NETSCAPE.NET 
SPANISH TUITION BY native experienced teacher. contact 
lilaila@yahoo.com 

TUITION OFFERED

TOURINGFRAMEONLY: 54CM CAMPAGH/S NadexB/B Cant-
BrakeBoss £30 petefinn@appleonline.net Ox556704(TAM) 
NEW DAWES LADIES bike w/lights and basket (£85?) 
Moesbike15@yahoo.com 
TREK7000 GOOD CROSS-country racer £200ono (01865)750989 
(evenings) 

BIKES FOR SALE

FRIENDLY LIGHTWEIGHT WRESTLER 48, seeks mates for fitness, 
laughter, friendship, jackrory@hotmail.com Box 1/5/CN/4 
STRICT TRAINING FOR submissive ladies 
FirmHand@Tough.Com 

CONTACTS

BANDS, DISCOS, LIGHTS
DISCO, PA, AND Lighting equipment - hire and sales. 
118 Cowley Road, 722027 
BANDS, DISCO, KARAOKE, equipment hire, from ODS. 
01865-736660. 
DISCOS, KARAOKES AND Equipment Hire - Dave 
Seamer Entertainments, (01865) 516004 

LARGE ROOM IN lovely house(Grandpont) for prof/
postdoc n/s male. £300 pcm plus bills.Share with 
two others. 249370 
BEAUTIFUL 2 BED riverside home available for rent 
for June & July (£250) call: 01865 248732 
FURNISHED ROOM IN Summertown. £65 inclusive. 
556318 
4-BED STUDENT HOUSE, East Avenue, (off Cowley 
Rd), 12 mths from August, £1160pcm. Ross 
07958-600863
CENTRAL ROOMS FOR students. 9-month leases from 
September 2001, from £300 pcm., including utility 
bills, local telephone calls, TV / video and cleaning. 
Telephone 201132 
5 BEDROOM HOUSE nr plain available 1st august for 
1 year, all mod cons, suit students , £1400 pcm , 1 
months deposit . tel 01865-722747 
SHORT-STAY SINGLE ROOM, EAST central Oxford. 
Foreign student / professional. £50 pw plus bills. 
01865-396055 / oxacc@hotmail.com
GREAT ROOM, JERICHO student house, £245 pcm. 
Phone 514876 or (2)71200. 
JERICHO, ROOM IN shared house. From June, £200 pcm. 
511189 
4 BEDROOM HOUSE LMH until June 15th tel 515323 
onebenson@aol.com
ROOM IN NICE Oxford house, £200pcm, tel:07801058393, 
sarah.k.goddard@esso.com 
ROOM, SHARED HOUSE, South Oxford, £200pcm, tel 
07801058393, sarah.k.goddard@esso.com 
LARGE JERICHO ROOM, pref. ns/f £220pcm 
orlasophiebecky@hotmail.com 

TO LET

ACOUSTIC / KEYBOARD AMP Peavey KBA / 60. The 
choice for gigs. £175 ono. Phone 01865-407869. 
SECOND-HAND APPLE Macs: www.macfaction.co.uk 
or call 01865 764091 
ONE RADIOHEAD TICKET. Best offer wins. Email 
stilltoolazy@hotmail.com 
KEYBOARD YAMAHA PSR-79 MIDI-compatible. Hardly 
used. ben.kobus@ntlworld.com 
ROLLERBLADES, SIZE 8/9, used once, £30ono, 
leanne.guyver@balliol.ox.ac.uk, 07887526756. 
PLAYSTATION, STILL BOXED, used twice, 2 games, £80ono, 
leanne.guyver@balliol.ox.ac.uk, 07887526756 
SERVIS FRIDGE £60, COMPLETE WITH accessories/manual. 
Great condition. 01865-284308 
VIRGIN MOBILE CONNECTION Pack (new) £7 Phone 0870 740 
4640
14’’ TV SET, 2 years old, 75 pounds, austrotang@yahoo.com 

FOR SALE

LOST AND FOUND
LOST: ALL MEMORY of 1983. Can you help? 
dogbreath43@yahoo.com 

COMING
SATURDAY 5TH MAY , 8PM, The Oxford Sinfonia, Univer-
sity Church. Vaughan Williams: The Lark Ascending; 
Britten: Nocturne; Stravinsky: Dumbarton Oaks. Tick-
ets £8/£5, Oxford Playhouse 01865-798600/on door.
MASS IN SPANISH, 6 May, 11:15 am, 64 St. Giles. 

EXHIBITIONS
Fri 4th May

SCULPTORS’ DRAWINGS / Ends 20th May / Ash-
molean Museum, Beaumont Street. Opening times: 
Tues-Sat 10am-5pm, Sun 2pm-5pm; Tel: 278000
HIROSHIGE’S VIEWS OF MOUNT FUJI / Japanese 
Woodblock Prints. Ends 3rd June. / Ashmolean 
Museum.
UNSEEN TREASURES / Previously undisplayed old 
master drawings. Ends 22nd July / Christ Church Picture 
Gallery, Christ Church (entrance via Canterbury Gate 
/ Oriel Square) Opening times : Mon-Sat 10.30-1.00, 
2.00-5.30. Sun 2.00-5.30; Tel: 276172, Fax: 202429
JULES FLANDRIN(1871-1947): THE OTHER FIN DE 
SIèCLE / First British showing for forgotten innovator. 
Ends 24th June / Ashmolean Museum, Beaumont 
Street. Opening times : Tues-Sat 10am-5pm, Sun 
2pm-5pm; Tel: 278000, Fax: 278018
SARAH CAWKWELL / Paintings, drawings and 
reliefs of fi gurative and drapery subjects. Ends 
16th May / Christ Church Picture Gallery, Christ 
Church (entrance via Canterbury Gate / Oriel 
Square) Opening times : Mon-Sat 10.30-1.00, 
2.00-5.30. Sun 2.00-5.30 ; Tel:276172,Fax:202429  
HENRY MOORE: SCULPTURE, DRAWINGS AND 
PRINTS. / Pierrepont Fine Art, 1 Folly Bridge.; Tel: 
798833, Email: kate@pierrepontfi neart.co.uk

Fri 4th May

CLUB RETRO / Soul,funk,disco.£5. / 10-2am / Back-
room @ The Bully, 162 Cowley Road; Tel: 244516, Fax: 
202457, Email: info@thebully.f9.co.uk
OXFORD FOLK CLUB / Open night. Musicians/
audience welcome . £1 / 8.30 / Port Mahon, St. Clem-
ent’s
DRUMMERS OF BURUNDI / Energetic percussion 
spectacle £7-£20 / 8pm / Apollo Theatre, George Street; 
Tel: 0870 6063500

GIGS

Fri 4th May

ISRAEL AND PALESTINE IN THE POST-OSLE ERA: 
THE PEACE CAMP IN SEARCH OF AN AGENDA /
Prof. Ilan Pappe Haifa University / 5:00 / Examination 
Schools, High St
LUNCHTIME GALLERY TALK - THE ACANTHUS 
IN ORNAMENT / Meet at friends’ desk. £1.50. Book-
ing: 278015 (9am-1pm) / 1.15-2.00pm / Ashmolean 
Museum, Beaumont Street. Opening times : Tues-Sat 
10am-5pm, Sun 2pm-5pm; Tel: 278000, Fax: 278018
AMONG INSURGENTS- WALKING THROUGH 
BURMA / Talk by Shelby Tucker / 8pm / Halifax House, 
6, South Parks Rd

MEETINGS

Fri 4th May

SATIE AND ‘LE GROUPE DES 6’ / A Piano Concert 
by Marie Bruce / 8pm / Maison Francaise, Norham 
Rd,Oxford.OX2 6SE; Tel: 274220, Fax: 274225, Email: 
maison@sable.ox.ac.uk

CONCERTS

Jazz
Carvery Sunday Lunch

Henley Road, Sandford on Thames, 
Oxford.  OX4 4GX

01865 334444

The

RoomRiver

OWEN BARFIELD
CATALOGUE

Waterfi eld’s
FOR SECOND HAND BOOKS IN OXFORD

52 High Street, Oxford. Tel 721809
MON-SAT 9.45 - 5.45

Part 1 Published
Part 2 Available in May

NEW STOCK:
PENGUIN CRIME FICTION,

FRENCH AND ITALIAN LITERATURE

Oxford Philomusica
Saturday 5th May 2001, 8pm

Sheldonian Theatre
Telemann Don Quixote
Handel Water Music (Suite No. 3)
Vivaldi Flute Concerto (Il Cardellino)
Bach  Concerto for Violin and Oboe

Tickets £10 - £25 (concessions £5 off)
Box Office - 01865 798600
Reservations also via http://www.oxfordphil.com

Marios  Papadopoulos  -  Director

Licensed Café ♦ Walton Street
Music & Dancing, good food, pizzas a speciality

Open 7 days: 11am - late  Tel: 311171 

F R E V D
FRI 4     AMERICAN  VANDAL       DANCE  JAZZ

SAT 5   ZABADOO                  DANCE JAZZ

SUN 6  DAVE DUNBAR , 2-4PM   PIANO
THEN VIVA SALSA! Latin Dancing from 6.30PM

MON  7    DOROTHY  SHAW,  10PM-12AM          PIANO

WED 9    PETE  & SANDRO                  GUITARS

THURS 10    LOS HOMBRES    LATIN GUITARS

  ALL  11PM-2AM UNLESS STATED

ACCOMMODATION WANTED
PROFESSIONAL COUPLE N/s, seeks 1-2 bedroom flat. 
myllyjp@yahoo.com 
PROF 26 SEEKS room in Oxford/Wallingford area. 
lestrove@yahoo.com 07719337965 
DOUBLE ROOM URGENTLY needed!!! sgama@molbiol.ox.ac.uk, 
01865250826 
WOODSTOCK, 2BED HOUSE required for prof. couple starting 
July. matthew.talmage@mat.ox.ac.uk 
STUDENT SEEKS ROOM, 02/07/01-10/08/01, 
leytnjg@nottingham.ac.uk, 07712225682 
WANTED 1BEDROOM S/c flat prof. female from July 
07881624834
ROOM URGENTLY NEEDED May/June for prof woman. 
261623 
PROF COUPLE, DOG, seek flat Oxford area, c£650. 261623 

CARS FOR SALE
NISSAN MICRA SUNTOP 1.2, 1990, MOT/TAX, £1,250 Ox 
295170 
POLO HATCHBACK 1990 £700 01865 779599 / 
lesleykc@hotmail.com 
VW CAMPER 1988, immaculate interior, fridge, cooker. £3150ono 
247537 
BEETLE, 1973 1300, silver, VW plate, MOT aliyy@emirates.org 

JOBS WANTED
EXPERIENCED GARDENER AVAILABLE. Always good work. 
£9.50/hr 07950833563 
SECRETARIAL SERVICES, DISCOUNT for new customers - 
premiertyping@aol.com - www.premiertyping.co.uk 
FRENCH STUDENT PROVIDES French lessons for any level 
07890440642
GERMAN LANGUAGE TUITION (MECHTHILD) : 721273 

ENTHUSIASTIC JAPANESE GRADUATE/Position in sales and 
marketing. yhara76@hotmail.com 
BAR PERSON WANTS live in work for June 07733133167 
EXPERIENCED GARDENER AVAILABLE. Always good work. 
£9.50/hr 07950833563 
 STRONG COMPUTER LITERATE seeks part-time job 
dario*******@hotmail.com 

YOUNG, KEEN, ORGANIZED computer genius wanted, 
full time, for small exciting CD Rom design company. 
Send CV to clare@tomdickanddebbie.com 
PART TIME STAFF required for busy North Oxford deli 
/ general store. Work to include evenings and week-
ends. Oxford 311288. 
ENGLISH LANGUAGE TEACHERS Required. Qualified 
and experienced teachers for part time and full time 
positions in central language school. Contact Mandy 
Green on mandy@shane-oxford.co.uk or at Shane 
English School, 5 Cambridge Terrace, OX1 1UP. 01865 
246620
CLEANER REQUIRED IMMEDIATELY. Part-time/full-
time for central residential properties in Oxford. 
£5 per hour. Please ’phone Julia on 01865-201132. 
Immediate start. 

JOBS OFFERED

Social Activity Staff 
 or established Oxford language School, June to end August

Supervise and entertain students: sports, nightclubs, theatres, 
tours in Oxford and other towns. Some administration.

Requires sense of humour, stamina, fl  exibility and (preferably) 
knowledge of Oxford. You must enjoy working in a team.

Send CV and covering letter, by 8th May, to James Baker, 
King's School, Oxford, St Joseph's Hall, Temple Road, 
Oxford, OX4 2UJ or email james@kingsoxford.co.uk

For more information about our school, visit www.kingsoxford.co.uk

ADMINISTRATOR REQUIRED
 for International Study Centre, Oxford.

Fluency in French or Spanish an advantage.
Salary : from 10K

Please send CV to: Karine MORICE, Bocardo 
House, 24B St Michael’s Street, Oxford OX1 2EB. 

Tel.(01865) 244470

ISA Independent – Day/Boarding 13 – 18
Fully Co-educational – Sixth Form: 200 

RELIGIOUS STUDIES, HISTORY 
& PHILOSOPHY TEACHERS 

required for September 2001
We are looking for bright & lively, part-time teachers to teach 
Religious Studies at GCSE & A level (especially Philosophy 
of Religion and Ethics options), History in Year 9 & GCSE, &
Philosophy at A level.  We teach in small classes & offer high 
academic standards in an open, innovative & less formal 
environment.  Ability & enthusiasm are at least as important 
to us as teaching experience.  

Further details from Alastair Barnett, tel: 552971. Applications, 
including full c.v. with names of two referees, should be 
sent to The Principal.

D’OVERBROECK’S COLLEGE 
1 PARK TOWN ?? OXFORD ?OX2 6SN

TEL: 01865 310000 FAX : 01865 552296
E-MAIL: mail@doverbroecks.com

EXPERIENCED & ENTHUSIASTIC EFL TEACHERS 
required for well-established Oxford-based Courses. 
Minimum requirements: Degree & CELTA/Trinity Cert. 
TESOL. Send C.V. to chris@mmoxford.co.uk or MM 
Oxford Study Services, 44 Blenheim Drive, Oxford, 
OX2 8DQ. Tel 01865 513788 
 WORKSHOP SKILLS WANTED (lathe, mill), spare time, 
walesitaly@hotmail.com 
SUBJECTS WANTED. SIMPLE 2hour hearing experiment, £10 
pnh@physiol.ox.ac.uk or 272495 
GLUTTONS DELI NEEDS friendly person for p/t hours. 553748 
WORK SOUGHT AS legal executive final year 
ukdanrogers@yahoo.co.uk 
FEMALE ESCORT REQUIRED: young, gorgeous 
adammckinsey@hotmail.com 
GENERAL WORKERS NEEDED. £6/hour. Phone 558787 
HELP WITH HOUSE moving needed. £6/hour. Phone 558787 

NEED A LAPTOP ?
HIRE ONE FROM

DAILY INFORMATION
Tel: 553377 / 554444
Email: dailyinfo@dailyinfo.co.uk

SERVICES OFFERED

VANOLOGY REMOVAL SERVICE. Reasonable rates, 
local and long distance. Reliable. Phone / fax 
John 01865-243609 or van@vanology.screaming.net 
MOVING? THE OXFORD Carriage Company has the 
answer to all your removal needs. Please ask about 
vacation storage! Tel: 01865 891408 
BIG OR SMALL WE SHIP IT ALL. 50% DISCOUNT 
ON PACKAGING MATERIALS TO ALL STUDENTS 
WHO SHIP WITH US, FREE PICK UP IN OXFORD. 
MAIL BOXES ETC., Summertown 01865 514655, 
Headington 01865 741729.  
CLAIRVOYANT/PSYCHIC. FOR consultation ring Mrs Dietrich 
01235 201249. 

EXPOSE YOURSELF
(OR YOUR ORGANISATION)

regularly on www.dailyinfo.co.uk

£1 per day for a regular display box.

Tel: 553377 / 554444
 Email : dailyinfo@dailyinfo.co.uk

Oxford Dance Theatre

Old Fire Station Theatre until 
saturday 5th May

Oxford Dance Theatre have cre-
ated a colourful and energetic produc-
tion of ‘A Midsummer Night’s Dream’ 
at the Old Fire Station Theatre, 
just in time for May Day and 
its associated mixture of mis-
chief and ancient lore. Director 
Jackie Keirs has brought ODT’s 
production right up to date, 
however, with an original elec-
troacoustic soundtrack, a mini-
malist set and, most memorably, 
her ingenious linking of the 
play’s themes and characters 
with contemporary issues and 
personalities. This fusion of 
fantasy and reality makes the 
production as entertaining as it 
is enchanting.
 Such an intimate venue 
is ideal for this play, with its whimsical 
and light-hearted plot, and the cast use 
the small but open performance area at 
the Old Fire Station imaginatively to 
keep the drama in constant motion. And 
while the production does not reveal 
any brand new interpretation of the 

A Midsummer Night’s Dream
play, thought-provoking concepts are 
nonetheless explored: the contrast of 
comedy and fantasy through costume 
and character, the use of music and 
sound rather than scenery to create and 
enhance atmosphere, and the actors’ 
skilful imitations of celebrities all con-
tributed fresh new ideas. Certainly 

the efforts of Simon Garfield as 
Puck, who created on stage Tony 
Blair, Woody Allen and Eminem 
amongst others, should be com-
mended.
 Much of the production calls for 
high comedy, resulting in confi-
dent performances from Richard 
Darbourne as Lysander, Abbey 
Wright as Hermia and Fred Par-
geter as Bottom. Some slightly 
weaker contributions from other 
performers do not detract from 
the comic talents and exuberance 
of these lead characters. Simi-
larly, occasionally flat perform-
ances from the attendant fairies 

only serve to enhance the impact of 
Mike Tweddle and Suzanne Hutchin-
son as a lordly Oberon and a voluptu-
ous Titania. The production is a delight, 
suitable for all ages and tastes with its 
sparkling cast and interpretation. 

Olivia Rowland  02/05/01

THEATRE REVIEW

A political play, a social comedy, a modern trag-
edy, a study of the changing problems of women 
in society, a saga of twenty years of one fami-
ly’s trials and tribulations: Amy’s View, David 
Hare’s 1997 play showing at the Playhouse this 
week, is all these things.
 The play revolves around the dynamic 
between Amy (Rebecca Lacey) and her wid-
owed mother Esme (Susannah York), its four 
acts tracking the family from 1979 to 1997, with 
stops in 1984 and 1993. The plot is driven by the 
ups and downs both of Amy’s relationship with 
cynical media-man Dominic (Marcus D’Amico) 
and of Esme’s career as an actress. Esme and 

Dominic do not see eye to eye and this provides 
the play’s crucial point of confl ict. Dominic’s 
cultural iconoclasm meets Esme’s conserva-
tism head on in a heated debate on the value 
of theatre as opposed to television and fi lm, of 
high and low art, of art and art-criticism. This 
exaggerated self-consciousness does not cloy, 
however, because the debates on theatre and 
art in general refl ect perfectly the characters’ 
attitudes to life, which they betray throughout 
the play. 
 Hare’s portrayal of the relationship 
between Esme and Amy shows great sensitiv-
ity, for a male author, to the changing roles 
of women in 20th century Britain. Robin Lefe-
vre’s direction, aided by a good set design and 
a number of clever lighting effects, gets the 
tone just right. All six actors put in good per-

formances but it is Susannah York who really 
steals the show, and her portrayal of all sides 
of  Esme’s character is worth the price of the 
ticket alone. 
 In the second act Hare asks ‘Is theatre 
dying?’, an accusation that the number of grey 
and balding heads in the Playhouse stalls on 
Tuesday did little to counter. But the effective-
ness with which this production raised issues 
of alienation and reconciliation, of growing old 
and the punishment of the years, does much to 
restore one’s faith in the medium. If you can 
stomach the jokes (about wine bars and mobile 
phones) which now seem embarrassingly four 
years old to one not yet in his dotage, then you 
should fi nd this play very rewarding. 

James MacInnes 02/05/01

Amy’s View
by David Hare 

Oxford Playhouse to Saturday 5th May

THEATRE REVIEW

STANDARD  TANDOORI
INDIAN RESTAURANT & TAKEAWAY
OPEN 12.00-2.30, 6.00-11.30 7 DAYS

-- Opposite the Phoenix Cinema --
117 Walton St, Oxford, OX2 6AJ. tel. 553557

Excellent cuisine at reasonable prices

FOOD AND DRINK

OPEN
9am-9pm

Daily
News Cafe, 1 Ship Street, 

Oxford.   Tel: 242317

Lebanese Restaurant

6 Park End Street, Oxford  OX1 1HH
Telephone 01865 245710

AL-SALAM
Good Food, Good Atmosphere, Open EVERY day!


