
Room wanted ASAP! Friendly n/s prof 28, ideally 
in Jericho,Central Oxford/
Cowley, Neil 07779654320 
(neil.foreman@innogy.com)

NR OXFORD RAIL station, room in 3 bed flat £330 
pcm exclusive pref student/ young professional call 
ox 200882

COMFORTABLE SINGLE ROOM in upmarket house. 
Professional female non-smoker. £260pcm inc 01869 
350372

STUNNING ROOM, COWLEY, 33 Bartlemas Rd, N/S 
PostGrad or Professional, OX421364, £240 per month 
plus bills

SMALL SINGLE ROOM available immediately, Pea-
cock Rd. Professional N/S no pets to share with 2 
others. High standard house, garden, garage stor-
age, all modcons. Ideally looking for committment 
to July/Aug. £285 pcm plus bills. 07919 343787

JERICHO HOUSE-SHARE, with one person, plus two 
cats. £450pcm. Tel 01865 559252

SINGLE ROOM, ALL FACILITIES, microwave, laundry. 
Available now. 01865 772376

CENTRAL OXFORD, Room in cheery household, 
Mature n/s. £265 pcm plus bills. Tel (01865) 242243

LOVELY ROOM IN modern two-bedroom house, 
Temple Cowley. Suit professional. Peaceful location, 
garden, parking. £300pcm excl. 07711956904

SINGLE ROOM TO let, quiet non-smoker. £300pcm inc 
all bills. Contact Debbie on 556266

JERICHO 1 room re-available newly refurb furn 
house, suit postgrad, view this w/end 01865 
451095/07711671923

DESIRABLE NEW LOFT apartment,Cumnor Hill, Oxford, 
bedroom en suite, sitting room, kitchen area, own 
entrance,parking, garden usage. Professional non-
smoker £650.00 inclusive. Tel:01-865-862563

4 BEDROOM, gas c-h, fully furnished, including TV. 
Good area. £1050 pcm. 07788 560268

STUDENT HOUSES 5 OR 6 BEDROOMS East 
Oxford(A6/A7) from £285 pppm 079797 88288/ 01865 
792050 or judy@oxford-
golf.co.uk

BANDS, DISCOS, LIGHTS
DISCOS, KARAOKES AND EQUIPMENT 
HIRE: Dave Seamer Entertainments, 
(01865) 240054

DISCO PA & LIGHTING EQUIPMENT: hire 
and sales. 118 Cowley Rd. 01865 722027. 

BANDS, DISCO, KARAOKE, equipment hire, 
from ODS. 01865 736660

Waterfield’s
FOR SECOND HAND BOOKS IN OXFORD

52 High Street, Oxford. Tel 721809
MON-SAT 9.45 - 5.45

Opposite the Examination Schools

ACADEMIC BOOKS
Visit us for books in all subjects  
Arts & Humanities a speciality
Find rare & out-of-print titles.

i 10% STUDENT DISCOUNT   i

New in stock :  
A large selection of literature,  

literary criticism & literary theory. 
Medieval history & literature

Displayed at over 500 points from the station to Headington and Folly Bridge to Summertown - all colleges, departments and language schools.

COMING
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Oxford’s
   JOBS OFFERED          

EXHIBITIONS

Christ Church Picture Gallery   

Entrance via Canterbury Gate / Oriel Square. 
Open: Mon-Sat 10.30-1.00, 2.00-4.30. Sun 2.00-4.30  Tel. 276172

The Artist as Collector:  
Sir Peter Lely (1618-80)

Thirty-five Old master drawings that Lely collected 
Opens 8th October

www.dailyinfo.co.uk 

CINEMA

OPEN

Lebanese Restaurant
AL-SALAM

6 Park End Street, Oxford  OX1 1HH
Telephone 01865 245710

Good Food, Good Atmosphere, Open EVERY day!

 Indian Restaurant & Takeaway 
(FULLY LICENSED)

Excellent cuisine at reasonable prices

THE STANDARD TANDOORI

-- Opposite the Phoenix Cinema --

For bookings, tel. 553557
117 Walton St, Oxford, OX2 6AJ. 

Open 7 days - 12 - 2.30pm, 6 - 11.30pm

MOUTH-WATERING TRADITIONAL LEBANESE CUISINE

SPECIAL LUNCH PACKS - SANDWICHES 
UNIQUE “DISH OF THE DAY”  VARIES DAILY

253 BANBURY ROAD  SUMMERTOWN  OXFORD  OX2 7HN
0 1 8 6 5   3 1 1 6 6 0

S P E C I A L I S I N G                    I N  P A R T I E S

O P E N  : MON-FRI 9AM-9PM

SAT : 9AM-6PM, SUN 10:30AM-4:30PM

THEATRE

Need a ’plane, train or automobile?
Find them all under “Oxford Guide” on

RENT AN IMAC with printer from £45.00/month, 
iBook from £65.00/month. www.macfaction.co.uk / 
01865 764091.

OXFORD MACINTOSH SOLUTIONS Ltd for all your 
Apple Macintosh Sales Services and Support. 0871 
7170000  www.omsuk.com

PCFIXIT. NO FIX, no pay. Free consultation. Ring 
01865243609. pcfixit@go.com 

  COMPUTERS FOR 
SALE/ HELP

FOOD 

FOR SALE
UNICYCLE, 26 INCH WHEEL, chrome. 
Hand made by DM Engineering. Top 
quality. Mint condition. £140 new.  
Offers invited  Call 432901 / 
particularlyhungry@hotmail.com

EVER BEEN TOLD YOU TALK  
TOO MUCH?

We pay good money for your skills! We are looking 
for enthusiastic, ambitious people to work on  
varied and interesting telemarketing projects. 

ALL EUROPEAN LANGUAGES REQUIRED
ENGLISH and GERMAN SPEAKERS URGENTLY

We offer £6.60-£7.55 p/h (temp or perm)
Holiday entitlement. Full training provided

Hours to suit (between office hours of 8am - 5.30pm)  
Offices situated in Bicester, close to Rail and Bus  

connections (lift sharing can be arranged)
Email your CV to: recruitment@advanced-alchemy.com  

or contact Marlies on (01869) 363703
All vacancies currently feature on our website: 

www.advanced-alchemy.com

Old Fire Station Theatre 297170
KAFKA’S DICK   Fri 4 & Sat 5 Daily: 7.30pm
Alan Bennett’s comic exploration of the myth of the artist 
/ £8 / £6.  See review.

Oxford Playhouse 305305 
GOODBYE GILBERT HARDING     Fri 4 & Sat 5  

Fri: 8pm) Sat: 2.30 & 7.30pm
Edward Woodward stars as ‘Britain’s rudest man’. 
£8.50-£21.50.  See review.
A VIEW FROM THE BRIDGE                Tue 8 - Sat 12  
Daily (except Fri: 8pm) 7.30pm.Thurs & Sat mats: 

2.30pm
The Touring Consortium present Arthur Miller’s raw 
American tragedy. £8.50-£21.50

The Apollo Oxford 0870 6063500
THE KING AND I                        Tue 1  - Sat 19    
                      Mon- Sat: 7.30pm, Sat & Wed mats: 2.30 
Dazzling new look at time-honoured classic. £10-£28
THE KATE RUSBY BAND Sun : 8pm 
Acclaimed young northern folkstress. £10.50-£14.50

Pegasus Theatre 722851

TRILOGY: ORGANILLO Fri 4: 8pm 
Fishes’ tale of sex. 2nd of 3 of Stephen Mottram’s 
Animata puppetry & music productions. £7/£4.50/£2.50 
TRILOGY: THE SEED CARRIERS Sat 5 : 8pm 
Story of human frailty. 3rd of 3 of Stephen Mottram’s  
productions. Ages 12 up. Prices as above
MARK THOMAS Tue 8th: 7.30pm 
See review above
THE NIGHTWATCH Thu 10 & Fri 11 : 1.30pm, 4.30pm 
Pop-Up present Michael Punter’s tale of a haunted 
house. Ages 7 up. £3.50/£2.50 

MEETINGS / LECTURES
Fri 4th

ANDREW MALCOLM / Introduces his books ‘Making 
Names’ and ‘The Remedy’ / free / 7pm / Borders book-
shop, 9, Magdalen St, Oxford; Tel: 203901
STONES AND GEMS FOR SEALING / Lunchtime Gal-
lery Talk / £1.50 / 1.15-2.00pm / Ashmolean Museum, 
Beaumont Street; Tel: 278000

BIKES FOR SALE

Fri 4th
CHART & CHEESE NIGHT / Regular Drink Promo-
tions / 7.30pm-2.00am / Genesis Music Bar, 27 Park 
End Street
ESSENCE FOR WOMEN / 80s theme night, FREE 
for OLGCC members, £3.00 as guest / NorthGate 
Hall, 18 St. Michael\’s Street, Oxford; Tel: 200249 / 
9pm chill out, 10.30pm DJing, close 2am / Web: http://
www.olgcc.co.uk/events.asp
DJ MANFREE / Music and dancing / 11pm-2am / 
Freud’s, Walton Street; Tel: 311171
BACKROOM BOOGIE / Retro, disco, funk & soul 
with DJs Oz, Jason Blinx & Tony Naked Nanton. £5 / 
9pm-2am / Backroom @ The Bully, 162 Cowley Road; 
Tel: 244516
OXFORD FOLK CLUB OPEN NIGHT / £1 / 8.30 / Port 
Mahon, St. Clement’s
SOURCE / Hosted by MC Rage/ £8/ 18 / 9.30pm-2am 
/ The Zodiac, 190 Cowley Road; Tel: 420042

GIGS

HEADINGTON, COVERLEY RD. House, 3 double 
bedrooms, 1 single. Fully furnished. 2 WCs, bath-
room. Fitted kitchen, utility room. Garage and 
garden. £1040 per month bills. 01844 292921, or 
viv@vivsemmens.force9.co.uk

4 BEDROOM, gas c-h, fully furnished, including TV. 
Good area. £1050 pcm. 07788 560268

2 BEDROOM Flat to let in East Oxford. Furnished 
including w/g. Private parking within easy reach of 
Oxford Business Parks. £745 per calendar month. 
richardhshearer@msn.com

ROSE HILL: 2 bed flat. GCH, D/G, unfurnished. 
Deposit & references required. From mid/end Octo-
ber. £650pcm excl. 01865 748541.

STUDENT HOUSES 5 OR 6 BEDROOMS East 
Oxford(A6/A7) from £285 pppm 079797 88288/ 
01865 792050 or judy@oxford-golf.co.uk

Houses and Flats - SOUTHGATE PROPERTY MAN-
AGEMENT 01865 297806 / 07748962646 

TO LET: Lovely 5 double bed house, central 
Cowley. Superb condition. Parking for 3 cars. 
Suit professional group. 
£1400pcm plus bills. Avail-
able 13 Oct. XXXXXXXX 
xxxxxxxxxxxxxxx

HOUSES/FLATS FOR 
SALE/TO LET

14 more on 
www.dailyinfo.co.uk!

 OPENING THE  
MICROCOSMIC ORBIT

The Microcosmic Orbit is the collective name  
for your two most important energy channels, 

 which run up the spine & down the front of the body.
The joining and activation of these channels produces 
 important health benefits, including increased resistance to  

stress and illness and a heightened level of vitality.
This is the energy which is balanced by acupuncture, 

except here you do it yourself, without needles.
Movements to open the orbit will be taught on  
Sun October 6th, 1-5pm, St Phillip & St James  

School, Leckford Rd. £15, £10 concs.  
Beginners are very welcome. 
 www.healingtaooxford.co.uk

 

Or call Ian on 
Ox 432901

TUITION OFFERED
SPANISH. QUALIFIED NATIVE teacher (PGCE). 07855 
526507

QUALIFIED EXPERIENCED, RECENTLY retired, ‘Eng-
lish Language To Foreigners’ teacher offers tuition. 
All levels, or exchange French/ Italian Tuition for 
English 01865 310091, rabox@bigfoot.com

A-LEVEL PHYSICS and Maths. Experienced teacher. 
£20/hour. sj.phipp@care4free.net 01865 516988

BIOLOGY TUITION. All levels. Oxford and area. Tel. 
Matthew Barnes 01869-247-516. 
www.biologytuition.co.uk

ENGLISH LANGUAGE TUITION. Cambridge / IELTS 
exams. Writing skills. Thesis checking. 728698 

ARGENTINIAN TANGO DANCE. Classes by arrange-
ment. Tel 790748 

VIOLIN. TOP LEVEL tuition. All ages and levels. 
790748. 

MIRCH MASALA
Self-service 3 course buffet 

6.00-11.30pm  (Closed Mondays)
Eat as much as you like : £7.95

(children under 9 half price)

 Halal Cuisine.  Extensive menu.  Fully Licensed  
137- 139, Cowley Rd.       Tel: 728581

Far from the Madding Crowd

“It’s that new pub
in Friars Entry”

Daily Information
returns to daily publication  

from today.

Sheets will appear 
 Wednesday, Thursday  
Friday and Saturday.

Deadline : 10am of  
the day before.

Kafka’s 
Dick

by Alan Bennett
Sydney and Linda have a tortoise in their garden.
A tortoise with a death wish.
Little do they realise that 
it is a leading figure in 
European literature  

Registered charity No 294056
www.oxfordtheatreguild.com

Old Fire Station Theatre
Tues 1 - Sat 5 October at 7.30pm

Saturday matinee at 2.30pm
Tickets £8 (£6) Box Office: 01865 297170

Little does Franz Kafka realize it either.
And once he does, all hell breaks loose.
Even his old man gets in on the act.
Alan Bennett’s comic exploration of the myth
of the artist takes our obsession with the famous
to hilarious new heights.

Female Subjects Required  
by Local Oxford based Photographer

 All Ages, No Experience Necessary,  
 for Artistic and Stock (Portfolio). Paid Work Available.

Assignments also undertaken for all types of work.  

Email info1@timediver.com or visit 
www.timediver.com for more information

The Little Bookshop, Covered Market. Oxford’s 
smallest second-hand bookshop.

TRAVEL

Phoenix Picture House 512526
THE ROAD TO PERDITION (15)  Fri, Tues, Wed: 1.30,     
                4.00, 6.30, 9.00 Sat: 4.00, 6.30, 9.00 

 Sun: 4.10, 6.30, 9.00 Mon &  Thu: 1.30,  4.00, 9.00
30s gangster yarn with style to spare.  See review at 
www.dailyinfo.co.uk 
SWEET SIXTEEN (18)        Daily (exc Sun): 2.00, 4.30, 

6.50, 9.15 Sun: 2.50, 4.50, 7.00, 9.15 
Ken Loach’s latest tale of hope and despair
THE FOLLOWING (15)  Fri & Sat: 11.30pm Sun: 12  
Crisp, Hitchcockian thriller in black and white noon 
DOUBLE BILL: FREAKS/ THE DEVIL DOLL (12A)
  Fri & Sat: 11.30pm Sun: 12 noon 
Unsettling discoveries ripe for rediscovery
MUJHSE DOSTI KAROGE (U) Sun : 1.20 
Grand Yash Chopra romantic comedy
KIDS CLUB: HALO (PG) Sun : 2.00pm 
India’s answer to the Lassie movies. No unaccompa-
nied adults.
FRENCH CINEMA: LATE AUGUST, EARLY SEPTEM-
BER (15)  Mon: 6.45 
Changes wrought upon 4 people in a year
42 SPACES: SCANNER - A LOVE UNHEARD Thu : 7pm
Internationally acclaimed sound artist Followed by Q & 
A with Scanner. Booking: 0870 750 0659  £8/£6
AKA Thu : 11.30pm 
Working class lad pretends to be aristocrat in Thatch-
er’s London
SEX AND LUCIA (18) Thu : 11.30pm 
Spanish love story

Ultimate Picture Palace 245288
TOGETHER(15) Fri  - Mon : 9.30 
Commune life in Sweden
STAR WARS : ATTACK OF THE CLONES (PG)              

Fri: 6.45 Sat & Sun: 4.00, 6.45 Mon-Thurs: 6.45 
A Jedi shall not know Love
BANGKOK DANGEROUS (18) Tue  - Thu : 9.30 
A deaf-mute hit-man (!)
Odeon Magdalen St 0870 5050007

THE ROAD TO PERIDITION (15)    Daily: 12.00, 2.45, 
5.30, 8.30 

30s gangster yarn with style to spare.  See review at 
www.dailyinfo.co.uk 
SWEET SIXTEEN (18)      Daily: 12.30, 3.00, 5.45, 8.15 
Ken Loach’s latest tale of hope and despair

Odeon George St 0870 5050007
LILO AND STITCH (U)     Fri & Mon-Thurs: 1.00, 3.00, 

5.45, 8.40 Sat & Sun: 10.45, 1.00, 3.30, 5.45, 8.40 
On a distant planet alien authorities have captured the 
most dangerous of all criminals..
THE BOURNE IDENTITY (12A) Fri & Sun - Wed : 

3.00, 8.30 
Assassin on the run with amnesia. See review at 
www.dailyinfo.co.uk
VAN WILDER: PARTY LIASON (15)     Fri & Sun- Wed   
Another brainless beer fest : 12.30, 6.00 
BOAT TRIP (15) Daily: 1.30, 4.00, 6.30, 9.00 
Utter silliness as hormonal straight guys on gay cruise ship
ONE HOUR PHOTO (15) Daily: 12.15, 2.30, 5.15,  
Obsession with suburban family 8.15 
MY BIG FAT GREEK WEDDING (PG)     Daily: 1.15,  
Marrying the WHOLE family 3.45, 6.15,  9.00 
SIGNS (12A) Daily: 12.45, 3.15, 5.45, 8.45 
Are aliens coming? See review at www.dailyinfo.co.uk
RED DRAGON (15)           Daily: 11.30, 2.45, 5.30, 8.30 
Prequel to Silence of the Lambs
SPIDERMAN (12A) Sat  - Sun: 10.45 
Webslinging action. See review at www.dailyinfo.co.uk
STUART LITTLE 2 Sat - Sun: 11.00 
Little creatures rescue friend
SENIOR SCREEN: CIDER HOUSE RULES (12)      Wed 

: 10.45
Michael Caine as orphan director with a heart. Over 
55s only 

ASIAN MUSIC CELEBRATION at 

Sunday 6 October at 7.30pm
The Black Sidis of Gujarat

Music of the Mystics
Traditional drumming and dance from India

Monday 7 October at 7.30pm
Nahid Siddiqui

Kathak Dancer

“Dancing of mesmerising grace and control”
The Guardian 

Tickets from £7
Box Office 01865 305305         www.oxfordplayhouse.com

AUTHENTIC GREEK-CYPRIOT RESTAURANT
272 BANBURY ROAD, SUMMERTOWN

TEL: 511472 / 316983

RAQS SHARQI SOCIETY

EGYPTIAN DANCE
Classes for beginners and improvers, workshops 

with live music and tabla instruction.
Details: Katrina Robinson 01865 777462

A more enjoyable way to book your travel
call us on 01865 202038
email us on flytravel@btclick.com
call in at 66 st clements

Round The World and Long Haul Experts
Thousands of routes and fares available, these are a 
couple of examples:-
UK - Bombay - Singapore - Sydney - Cairns - Auckland -Fiji -  
Cook Islands -Tahiti - Los Angeles - London from £825
London - Johannesburg - Mauritius - Singapore -Perth - Sydney -  
Auckland-Christchurch -Fiji - Los Angeles - London  from £965

Book yourself an exclusive appointment at our  
round the world travel clinics, call us or email for details. 

Unlimited weekly internet pass, discounted travel insurance.

fly travel

PART TIME 
 ACCOUNTS ASSISTANT

Part-time accounts assistant/credit controller 
to work in growing picture agency based 
in Milton Park, Abingdon. Credit control, 
processing invoices, maintaining ledgers, cash 
book and bank reconciliations.  3 days a 
week or equivalent hours, flexibility available. 
Salary up to £20,000 pro-rated, plus benefits. 
Start date: November.

 
Contact: John Schilizzi : 

 01235 844609, john@alamy.com 
 with CV and current salary.

STRONG LINEN HAND wanted for central Oxford 
Apartment Hotel. Able to work Mondays & Fridays 
2-4 hours a day. Tel: 01865 254073 or email 
pippa@oxstay.co.uk 

EXPERIENCED FULL-TIME SCREENPRINTER required 
for Oxford/Witney area. Tel. 07974 231680. (Number 
lost of previous Australian applicant, please contact 
asap)

NIGHT PORTER required for central Oxford Apart-
ment Hotel, 40 Hours per week. Tel: 01865 254073 
for appointment or email pippa@oxstay.co.uk

FULL TIME RECEPTIONIST REQUIRED for central 
Oxford Apartment Hotel. Able to work shifts, be 
enthusiastic, well presented, flexible and physically 
fit. Previous experience would be useful. Good pay 
incentives and concessions available. If you are inter-
ested in joining our vibrant team, telephone 01865 
254077 or email pippa@oxstay.co.uk 

BRIGHT PERSON NEEDED,with brilliant speaking 
voice, for interesting part-time work. Call 9.00-11.00, 
5.00-6.30. 01865 459553

BATH PLACE HOTEL requires part time (weekends) 
breakfast waiter/waitress/room cleaner. Telephone 
Yolanda at 01865 971812.

ASPECT ILA: Accommodation Officer and Social 
Organiser are required by busy language school. 
Please contact Maxine: 01865 515808.

CHILD HELPER WANTED. Disabled mother seeking 
help with access to her daughter 9, 3 times a week, 
Mon, Wed and Fri 3-6pm £6.50 per hour. After school 
in Jericho, Tel: 459 904

GILLMAN & SOAME are looking for temporary staff 
to work in our very busy Photographic Assembly 
Dept, located close to Oxford City centre. Please call 
Debbie on 01865 –263698 in first instance. 

BodyBeat COMPLEMENTARY HEALTH PRACTICE, 

COMPLEMENTARY 
THERAPIES

for professional acupuncture, 
massage therapies, shiatsu & 
psychotherapy.  Telephone  
01865 316810

 SERVICES OFFERED

 
 

everything for the mobile user in one place

telecom

sales, repairs, un-locking, expert advice
(inside Pickwick)

g3

the gallery, gloucester green

Chatterbox

tel. 07985 769864

IT CONSULTANCY, SOFTWARE DEVELOPMENT and 
training for small businesses and organizations. 
For details see http://www.mms-oxford.com. Email- 
justin@mms-oxford.com. Tel- 01869 240991.

THESIS CHECKING, PROOF-READING. WordsInTime, 
Oxford. www.wordsintime.com/students Telephone 
0870 085 7012

MOBILE PHONES! Sales, repairs, unlocking. All 
makes, models, networks. CHATTERBOX, 184a Cowley 
Road. 01865 450750

95 more on 
www.dailyinfo.co.uk!

ROOM  WANTED

65 more on 
www.dailyinfo.co.uk!

ROOMS TO LET

Mark Thomas’s sister, who is training for the priest-
hood, describes him, he tells us, as “a prophet, pre-
paring for a better way.” While I understand why he 
responds to this allegation with a blizzard of pro-
fanity, I also see her point. Few comedians, if any, 
have the heart and the courage to tackle the sort of 
subject matter he does. Fewer still would be able to 

make it funny. The man is a national treasure, and to be able to see him up 
close and personal, in a local venue, where he can usher people to the front 
with the promise that he’s “user-friendly”, well it’s a ****ing privilege.

Yes, he swears a lot. And he will say some shockingly rude things. But the 
sheer joy with which he does so makes it not just OK, but vaguely necessary. 
He’s been doing stand-up for, I dunno, over ten years, at least, and his aura of 
simple matiness belies a finely honed comic talent. Witness how he instantly 
silences a laughing audience into rapt attention with a barely perceptible 
change of tone.

He’s not quite a prophet : he doesn’t offer a yellow brick road to a sane future. 
But you can tell he’s still thinking about it. He does point out what doesn’t 
work, and he’s clearly been looking deeply at the motivations of governments 
and individuals. In spite of which, he’s still very funny. His caricature of the 
editor of the New Statesman alone is worth the price of admission.

This series of shows is how he develops his material. It will be the same show, 
refined, each week. As he explained : “You’ll have the chance to say you saw 
it when it was shit.” No such luck.

Ian Threadgill 2/10/02

Mark Thoms will be appearing at the Pegasus Theatre each Tuesday throughout October

KAFKA’S DICK  
OFS, to Saturday 5th October

As surreal as anything the man him-
self produced, Alan Bennett’s humor-
ous take on the life and legacy of Franz 
Kafka is an exploration of fame, and the 
ownership of intellect, with the occa-
sional something unexpected done with 
avocados. 

In a normal suburban household, 
Sydney, a Kafka-obsessed insurance 
man (the excellent Bill Moulford), and 
his long-suffering wife Linda (Annie 
Bayliss), find themselves suddenly vis-
ited by Max Brod (Joe Kenneway), the 
should-have-been-long-dead best friend 
of Kafka.  Brod has unfortunately uri-
nated on the couple’s tortoise, and 
whilst rinsing him off, Linda’s whim to 
kiss the hapless animal prompts a met-
amorphosis (ah, the irony), from tor-
toise to “leading figure of European 
literature” (Josh Howard-Saunders, as 
Kafka).  Matters are complicated fur-
ther by the repeated appearances of 
Sydney’s father (played with superb 
comedy and pathos by Don Fathers), 
who is convinced that the increasing 
number of black-coated men are in fact 
from the health authority, and about to 
have him put in a home (“one puts the 
cat out when it’s a nuisance, why not 
parents?”).  With the appearance of Kaf-
ka’s tyrannical father (Paul Harvey), the 
die is well and truly cast.

Kafka, you see, as his dying wish, asked 
Brod to burn his works.  Had he com-
plied, the name Kafka would have been 
less than a footnote - the faceless 
nobody of the incinerated Trial.  Yet 
Brod did not burn his works, instead 
subsequently publishing everything: 
books, letters, the lot.  When Kafka 
returns, he has no idea of his subse-
quent fame, and the ensuing revelations 
provoke serious questions concerning 
the ownership of thought, and the 
apparently perverse and contradictory 
desire of Kafka to be a nobody. Instead, 
Kafka is a household name: as Brod 
says, “he’s an adjective in Japanese, 
why should he kiss you?”  The play 
takes increasingly surreal turns as ‘K’ 
is put on trial, and fame itself becomes 
the object of analysis.  One thing to 
note: when they say “it is not the end”, 
they really aren’t joking.
 
The production itself is competently 
done; acting is consistently good, and 
as the problems of timing and cue-bite 
are ironed out the comedy of the piece 
should flow a little smoother.  In places 
it seems to lack conviction as to what it 
is: in many places, distinction between 
the reality and self-awareness of the 
play could have been clearer, and would 
have added to the drama and ‘clever-
ness’ of the writing.  All in all, however, 
the production is one they can rightly 
be proud of.  And in summary?  Darling, 
it’s positively Kafka-esque.

Rebecca Smith 01.10.02

THEATRE REVIEW

MORE FOOD

Do you absolutely love admin? 
Enjoy meeting people, speaking on 

the telephone and being in the  
company of children?  

Trapeze is a new tuition centre  
for children aged 6 to 14.

 
We are seeking a great administrator 

who wants to work in a modern 
friendly and fun environment. 

30 hours per week. £8.50 per hour. 
12-6pm flexible.

To apply, please call Alyson Smith on 
01865 514574 and send your cv to 
alyson.smith@trapezeeducation.com  
or 108 Banbury Road, Oxford OX2 6JU

Part-time teachers
Secondary school Maths and English teachers (Key 
Stage 3) required for after-school tuition centre. Great 
rates of pay. No marking, no preparation. Must be  

qualified and conversant with National Curriculum.
Please call 01865 514574 for more details or 
send your cv to alyson.smith@trapezeeducation.com

COMEDY REVIEW

“The man  
is a national 
treasure”

Goodbye Gilbert Harding 
by Leonard Preston

Playhouse until Saturday October 5th

Gilbert Harding was a phenomenon. In 1950s 
Britain he was the nation’s biggest television 
star, a combination of Simon Cowell and Anne 
Robinson, a larger than life figure who seemed 
to revel in his status as ‘Britain’s rudest man’. 
Harding was also a homosexual, at a time when 
it was illegal in Britain and it is the two themes 
of celebrity and gay life in the 1950s which 
Leonard Preston seeks to explore in his play.
 Edward Woodward gives an assured perform-
ance showing Harding as an enigma. A man 
who never felt he achieved his full intellectual 
potential and one who came to loathe the con-
cept of celebrity, the cycle of television shows, 
after dinner speeches and interviews in which 
he was expected to entertain, culminating in his 
extraordinary interview for the ‘Face to Face’ 
television programme in the late 1950s. At 
odds with this, if Preston is to be believed, was 
a man who longed to be taken seriously as a 
campaigner for the emerging ‘gay rights’ move-
ment of the 1950s, even if it would signal the 
end of a glittering career. The counterpoint 
to Harding is shown in his Secretary, Robert 
Midgeley, a superb performance by Jonathan 
Cullen. It is through Midgeley that we begin to 
sense the underground world which gay men 
were forced to inhabit, pulling curtains in case 
anyone saw an embrace, the constant fear of 
nosy neighbours and a knock on the door by the 
police. 

Although both Woodward and Cullen are excel-
lent they are rather let down by a weak sup-
porting cast playing a series of caricatures 
rather than characters, the char lady, the big-
oted policeman etc, and also by some poor pro-
duction values. Although the basic set was very 
effective, giving a black and white TV feel to the 
evening, some of the scene changes were very 
clumsy and certainly affected the dramatic flow 
of the piece.

With a heavy dose of adult language and a cen-
tral theme of homosexuality ‘Goodbye Gilbert 
Harding’ may not be to everyone’s taste, but 
Woodward’s central performance more than 
made up for other weaknesses in the produc-
tion.

David Wootten 01.10.02

VANOLOGY REMOVAL SERVICE. Reasonable rates. 
Local and long distance. Reliable. Phone / fax John 
01865-243609. vanology@go.com

BIG OR SMALL we ship it all. 50% discount on pack-
aging materials to all students who ship with us, 
free pick up in Oxford. Mail Boxes etc. Summertown 
01865 514655, Headington 01865 741729

ALEXANDER TECHNIQUE LESSONS, central Oxford 
and Headington. Student rates. Tel; 01865-765511. 
s.c@btinternet.com www.oxat.net

THEATRE REVIEW

F R E V D
F r i  4
Sat  5
S u n  6

Mon 7

DJ Manfree      Music & Dancing
Havana          Latin
Dave Dunbar (piano) 2-4pm    
  then Viva Salsa! from 6pm
Neil Mason  10pm-12           Piano 
Closed for Private Party 
Karl Demata       Blues Guitar
      
Acts 11pm-2am unless stated

Licensed Café ♦ Walton Street
Music & Dancing, good food, pizzas a speciality

Open 7 days: 11am - late  Tel: 311171 

Tue    8
Wed  9
Thu 10 Los Hombres                     Guitar Duo


