
WEST OXFORD: 4 BEDROOM HOUSE and garage. 
Unfurnished. £950pcm. From mid January. Suitable 
for family. 01865 242479
VERY NICE 3 BED HOUSE TO LET in Cowley, near 
the hospital and Brookes university. Suitable for pro-
fessionals. £1,380pcm, bills incl. Reference required. 
07748 374867
KIDLINGTON, 2 BED UNFURNISHED HOUSE. Lovely 
modern interior, house includes double bedrooms, 
living room, kitchen with dining area, bathroom 
and rear garden. £695 November 
mark@collegeandcounty.biz 
01865 722277

EXHIBITIONS

Christ Church Picture Gallery  
 The Life of the Virgin Mary

Drawings & paintings from the gallery’s permanent collection, fol-
lowing the life & times of the Virgin Mary (to 22nd Jan 2004)

Drama in the making: Taddeo Zuccharo...
...& the art of drawing in mid-16th c. Rome. Drawings by 
Zuccharo & contemporaries, 1529-66 (to 15th Feb 2004)

Entrance via Canterbury Gate / Oriel Square.
Open: Mon-Sat 10.30-1.00, 2-4.30. Sun 2-4.30  Tel. 276172

Displayed at over 500 points from the station to Headington and Folly Bridge to Summertown - all colleges, departments and language schools.
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WHAT’S ON  *  JOBS  * ACCOMMODATION 
COMING

Ultimate Picture Palace 245288
KILL BILL (18)              Thu: 9.00 
Tarantino’s back.
RESPIRO(12A) Thu: 7.00
Grazia scandalises Sicily.

Phoenix Picture House 512526
IN THE CUT (18)               Thu: 2.00, 6.30 
Murder, detective, steamy affair, uncertainty, etc etc
MY LIFE WITHOUT ME (15) Daily: 4.15, 8.50
‘Moving but unsentimental saga of a dying mother’ 
THE MOTHER (15)       Thu: 1.40, 4.00, 6.20, 8.40, 11pm
‘Anne Reid in Hanif Kureishi’s sensitive drama’
MATCHSTICK MEN (12A) Thu: 11.30pm
Ridley Scott directs Nicholas Cage as obsessive-compulsive 
conman

Odeon Magdalen Street 
0870 5050007

THE MATRIX REVOLUTIONS (15)                Daily: 1.30, 
4.30, 7.40

Number three.
LOVE, ACTUALLY (15) Daily: 2.00, 5.00, 8.15
Romance of “four weddings” type. See review at 
dailyinfo.co.uk

Odeon George Street 0870 5050007
KILL BILL (18) Daily: 8.30
Tarantino’s return
MASTER AND COMMANDER (12A)         Daily: 2.00, 

5.00, 8.00
Epic sailing drama
THE ELF (PG)      Thu: 12.30, 2.50, 5.20, 7.20 
Man raised by elves returns to society.
THE MATRIX REVOLUTIONS (15)            Daily: 1.35, 

4.45, 8.00
Number three.
INTERMISSION (18) Daily: 1.00, 3.30, 6.10, 8.50
Brutal urban love story
LOVE, ACTUALLY (15) Daily: 1.30, 4.30, 7.45
Romantic comedy of “four weddings” type..See review at 

dailyinfo.co.uk

CINEMA
 Until Thurs 4th December

Old Fire Station Theatre 297170
MURMURING JUDGES                     Tues 2-Sat 6 

Daily: 7.30 plus Sat mat: 2.30
A sharp look at the law. £8.50 (£6.50 conc.). Review 
above right 

New Theatre 0870 6063500
IDOMENEO Fri 5: 7pm 
Glyndebourne on Tour. £16- £49.50. Review above 
right 
LA TRAVIATA Sat 6: 7pm 
Glyndebourne on Tour. £16- £49.50
THEODORA  Thur 4: 7pm 
Glyndebourne on Tour. £16- £49.50

Pegasus Theatre 722851
THE NUTCRACKER AND THE MOUSE KING  

Thur 4-Sat 6. Daily: 7pm except Sat: 2.30, 7.30
Oxford Touring Theatre Company present magic on 
Xmas eve. £7/£4.50

Burton Taylor Theatre 
WIT BY MARGARET EDSON               Tue 2 - Sat 6 

Daily: 7.30pm
Professor Vivian Bearing develops Ovarian Cancer. 
£5/£4 conc.). Review above right

THEATRE
 Until Thurs 4th December

www.dailyinfo.co.uk

FOOD

 INDIAN RESTAURANT & TAKEAWAY
(FULLY LICENSED)

Excellent cuisine at reasonable prices

THE STANDARD TANDOORI

-- Opposite the Phoenix Cinema --

For bookings, tel. 553557
117 Walton St, Oxford, OX2 6AJ. 

Open 7 days - 12 - 2.30pm, 6 - 11.30pm

Lebanese Restaurant
AL-SALAM

Good Food, Good Atmosphere, Open EVERY day

Come & experience our Lebanese bubbly bar!

 Book your Christmas Party now!
We cater for office parties & large groups. 

Special deals for early bookings.

6 Park End Street, Oxford  OX1 1HH
Call us for info: 01865 245710

Bands/Discos/Lights & Instruments + Bikes + Books + Cars and Motorbikes + Children’s Things + Coming + Computers + Furniture & Bedding + Gay, Lesbian and Bisexual + House-
mates & Travelling Companions + Houses & Flats For Sale + Houses & Flats to Let + Houses and Flats Wanted + Jobs Offered + Jobs Wanted + Kitchen & Electrical + Lost and 
Found + Men Seeking Women + Missed Connections + Other Sales + Rooms to Let + Rooms Wanted + Services Offered + Theatrical Needs + Tuition Wanted + Women Seeking Men 

COWLEY ROAD: 4 bed. furnished flat above restaurant. 
Very popular location close to all amenities. 

Available now for 1 year. £1,100pcm

FERN HILL ROAD, COWLEY: 5/6 bed. semi-detached 
house in quiet residential area. Furnished or unfurnished to suit. 

Available now for 1 year. £1,400pcm

ALEXANDRA ROAD, WEST OXFORD: 4 bed. house 
ideal for sharers. Fully furnished. Available now to mid-Sept 04. 

£1,000pcm

BOTLEY ROAD, WEST OXFORD: 3 storey house 
with 4 beds. and 3 baths. in superb order. Fully 

furnished.  Available now until late June 04. £1,400pcm

01865 246502

 Thurs 4th
KICKIN’ LIVE JAZZ @ THE SPIN / ROB TOWNSEND 
- groovesville, hepper than hep sax dude / £7 £5 
- open 8.15pm, band 9pm / The Spin@The Wheat-
sheaf. Wheatsheaf Alley, 129 High Street; Tel: 243276 
/ www.the-spin.net
THE MASON’S COMEDY CLUB / Musical Tyranno-
saurus of comedy (he’s got tiny arms) Mr Mitch Benn 
with support from street-smart Basingstoke beat poet 
Darrell Martin (word up). Resident MC Silky. Tickets: 
764579. £5 adv/concs, £6 door / Doors 8pm, show 
9pm sharp. / The Mason’s Arms. Quarry School Place, 
Headington
LIVE ACOUSTIC NIGHT / Solo or duo acts send your 
demo to Martin or Hog NOW! / Phoenix PIcture House, 
57 Walton Street - (Ox) 512526 
KARL DEMATA / Blues Guitar / 11pm-2am / Freud’s. 
Walton St; Tel: 311171
LIVE SALSA WITH SALSONEROS / Live South 
American and Caribbean rhythms, + DJ playing Latin 
and RnB / The Bullingdon, Cowley Road / £3, 9 till late, 
+cheap drinks / salsoneros_uk@hotmail.com / Back-
room @ The Bully. 162 Cowley Road; Tel: 244516
SPARKY’S FLYING CIRCUS / Poetry & music per-
formers welcome. / 9pm on / Joe Ryan’s Half Moon 
pub, St Clements

GIGS / COMEDY

Thurs 4th
MEDITATION INSIGHTS / Simple guidelines to access 
inner peace & strength. Open to all. Free. / Global 
Retreat Centre / Phone to check which Thursdays 
/ info@globalretreatcentre.org / 
www.globalretreatcentre.org.uk / GRC, Nuneham Park, 
Nuneham Courtenay,  OX44 9PG / 01865 343551
FIN DE SIECLE SEMINAR SERIES / Talk: “On the 
Co-creation of Classical and Modern Physics” / 5 pm, 
free / carol.peaker@wolfson.ox.ac.uk / Wolfson Col-
lege - The Florey Room
MEDITATION INSIGHTS / Simple guidelines to 
access inner peace & strength. Open to all. Free. 
/ 7:30pm-8:30pm / info@globalretreatcentre.org / 
www.globalretreatcentre.org.uk / Global Retreat Centre, 
Nuneham Park (details above)
THIS HOUSE WOULD RATHER BE A PEACOCK 
THAN A MOLE / Bid farewell to the old President with 
a silly debate featuring lots of insane fools. / 8.30 / 
Oxford Union. Frewin Court; Tel: 01865 241353
STAGELIGHTS-GROVETHEATRE GROUP / Meet 
every Thursday, Old Mill Hall / New members always 
welcome / 8pm-10pm / www.stagelightsgroup.org / Old 
Mill Hall, Grove
HANDS OFF CUBA: PUBLIC MEETING / Ken Gill, 
Chair of Cuba Solidarity Campaign, to speak about 
campaign. / Cuba Solidarity Oxford / 7.30pm. / Oxford 
Town Hall. 109-113 St Aldate’s; Tel: 252195
ALOE AWARNESS EVENING / Aloe presentation 
/ Forever Living Products / start at 19:00 / 
gloria@soaringteam.com / www.aloebee4cc.com / 
Mornese Centre, Our Lady’s Convent, near Original 
Swan
EMOTIONAL HEALTH ANONYMOUS / A Twelve-
Step Group for personal growth and emotional support 
/ John Ox 243553, Mary Ox 863340 / 8pm, self sup-
porting / eha-ox@mailcity.com / St Margaret’s Institute. 
Polstead Road
BUDDHIST MEDITATION CLASSES / Learn to 
Meditate with Buddhist Monk Kelsang Chodor / 
Shantideva Buddhist Centre / 7.30 - 9.15 p.m. / 
info@learntomeditate.org / www.learntomeditate.org / 
Society of Friends

MEETINGS & LECTURES

GARDEN MAINTENANCE, NO job too small. Chantelle 
Pike 07900 262992
VANOLOGY REMOVAL SERVICE. Reasonable rates. 
Local and long distance. Reliable. 01865-243609. 
vanology@go.com
BIG OR SMALL WE SHIP IT ALL. 50% discount on 
packaging materials to all students who ship with 
us, free pick up in Oxford. Mail Boxes Etc., Summer-
town 01865 514655, Headington 01865 741729

 SERVICES OFFERED

28 MORE on 
www.dailyinfo.co.uk

BANDS, DISCOS, LIGHTS
DISCO PA & LIGHTING EQUIPMENT: hire 
and sales. 118 Cowley Rd. 01865 722027. 

DISCOS, KARAOKES AND EQUIPMENT 
HIRE: Dave Seamer Entertainments,   
(01865) 240054

BANDS, DISCO, KARAOKE, equipment 
hire, from ODS. 01865 736660

Bid on www.dailyinfo.co.uk 
to win a year’s subscription 
to the Willows Health Club 

at the Oxford Spires Hotel, 
Abingdon Road

Fee normally £365 for daytime 
membership (Mon-Fri 9am-5pm)- 
previous winner’s bid was £112
Facilities include swimming pool, Jacuzzi, 
steam room, sauna & fi tness area including 
walking, running, rowing machines & weight 
lifting.  Testimonial from our Proprietor:
“I like swimming – it does take the weight off 
your legs.  There seem to be two main groups 
of swimmers – Roundheads bashing out their 30 
lengths in cold water with masochistic determi-
nation and Cavaliers wallowing in warm water 
hoping for little fl oating tables with gin and tonic. 
This is a Cavalier pool, although I haven’t had 
my gin and tonic yet.  It is clean, well-lit and well 
decorated.  Pool temperature 30-31º, Jacuzzi 
37º.  I usually have the pool to myself.  Friday 
afternoons tend to build up after 2pm, though.
“I did have a look at the machines and weights 
upstairs but decided that was for Roundheads.”

Bids from £1 in increments of £1 can 
be placed NOW via ‘What’s On’ / 

‘Auctions...’ on www. dailyinfo.co.uk.

Bids close 12pm Wed 10th December.
We will then take payment from the 

winner’s credit card & arrange 
membership with the Willows. 

BOOKKEEPER OR ADMINISTRATOR, busy office in 
city centre. F or PT, flexible hours. Contact Anthony: 
07956410489 e-mail:victoriahouse-hotel.co.uk
WORK IN MARKETING carrying out channel develop-
ment and profiling over the phone for major IT ven-
dors within the IT sector. Friendly, international and 
busy environment. £7.15ph. Please send your CV to 
recruitment@advanced-alchemy.com
TUTORS WANTED BY new tutorial college. All sub-
jects but especially Business Studies, Japanese and 
Human Anatomy and Physiology. Please e-mail ini-
tial enquiries to mothman@belizemail.net
MARKETING-JOBS: ERSCHLIEßUNG VON ABSATZ-
KANÄLEN für große IT-Firmen per Telefon. 
Freundliche, kosmopolitische Atmosphäre mit 
abwechslungsreicher Arbeit. Stundenlohn £7,15. 
Interessenten senden ihren Lebenslauf bitte an: 
recruitment@advanced-alchemy.com

JOBS OFFERED

57 MORE on 
www.dailyinfo.co.uk

EARN £5000+ PER MONTH. LEGALLY! Interested? Call 
0118 9289 217 www.richesnow.com

AUCTION

HOUSES & FLATS TO LET

ROOMS TO LET
SUNNY ROOM IN WELL KEPT HOUSE 15 minutes 
from city centre. £310pcm excl. - includes free tel-
ephone and internet access. Phone Emma on 01865 
451716 (evenings) / 07970 642925
COSY DOUBLE ROOM IN HEADINGTON available for 
professional female Jan-April 2004: £250 pcm excl. 
oliviakarowland@yahoo.co.uk
ROOMS IN HEADINGTON bargin price short or long 
term let contact mr mannion 07813644617
SIMPLE SINGLE ROOM Headington/Barton. All 
facilities, garden, parking . £215 pcm incl. 
izzybunn@yahoo.co.uk
LUX HOUSE IN WHEATLEY - single room to let 
£300pm inc - m or f but must be gay friendly ! tel Ox 
872032
SHORT TERM LET. Double room in luxury 
house(C6).1-4 wks from 22/12/03 to 15/05/04.£200/
wk.amltisotrim@yahoo.co.uk.
SINGLE ROOM, Iffley Borders. £345pcm inc. bills. 
07899 917288
SINGLE ROOM AVAILABLE from 1 Dec, £80pw incl. Con-
tact diane.duvnjak@ntlworld.com or 07073669349
DOUBLE ROOM, clean quiet modern house, £300pcm 
incl. Available now. Blackbird Leys. 01865 770452.
SINGLE ROOM IN NS clean light shared house. All 
facilities, garden, parking. £78pw. No bills or tax. 
C2 area. 1 month deposit and rent adv. Call 01789 
293980
HOUSESHARE, ONE OTHER, middle Barton. Lovely 
village, max. 30 min drive. Suit non-smoking post-
grad. Own bathroom/phone. £400pcm inc. 01869 
340812
LOVELY SINGLE ROOM. F6. £280pcm. Available immedi-
ately. Suit Postgrad/professional. Non-smoker. 01865 
243909 / 07739 395324 
pennyastephens@yahoo.co.uk
LARGE ROOM (MAP: C5), all mod cons, gardener and 
cleaner included. Non-smoking. £295pcm plus bills. 
07811 265560
LARGE ENSUITE ROOM (map: C5), all mod cons, gar-
dener and cleaner included. Non-smoking. £375pcm 
plus bills. 07811 265560
CENTRAL ROOMS FOR STUDENTS in student houses. 
Fall term (until December 30) or longer if required. 
Telephone, TV, video, computer, utilities included. 
£380pcm. Call 01865 201132 or email 
wisc@europe.com

190 MORE on 
www.dailyinfo.co.uk

CARS FOR SALE / WANTED

PCFIXIT. No fix, no pay. Free 
consultation. Ring 01865243609. 
pcfixit@go.com

RENT AN IMAC with printer from 
£45.00/month, iBook from 
£65.00/month. 
www.macfaction.co.uk / 01865 764091.

OXFORD MACINTOSH SOLUTIONS Ltd for all your 
Apple Macintosh Sales Services and Support. 0871 
7170000 www.omsuk.com

COMPUTERS 
FOR SALE/ HELP

49 MORE on 
www.dailyinfo.co.uk

21 MORE on 
www.dailyinfo.co.uk

DAILY INFO
goes weekly for Oxford 

University holidays on Sat 
December 6.

The next issues will be 
Fridays 12 & 19 December, 

followed by a break for 
Christmas.  

Weekly publication will 
resume Friday January 9.

From Saturday 17 
we will be printing 
3 TIMES A WEEK: 

TUESDAYS, 
THURSDAYS & 
SATURDAYS. 

Our prices will remain fixed 
at 40p per word (line ads) & 
£8 per column cm of depth 

(boxed displays).

So you get AT LEAST 2 
days for the old price of 1!��

AUCTION

Thursday 4 December
Sheldonian Theatre 8.00pm

Piano Recital by Marios Papadopoulos
Works by Beeethoven,
 Schubert and Chopin

Tickets 01865 305305

CHRISTMAS MEAL AUCTION

Bid on www.dailyinfo.co.uk for a meal for 
six worth £134.55 (£22.43 per head) at 

Café Zouk, 135 High Street.
(greater numbers accepted on a pro rata basis)

Special festive Menu:

Lamb samosa,  chicken wings and pakora,  with 
salad and tamarind dip,   

Vegetable samosa,  chana chat, and pakora,  with 
salad and tamarind dip. (V)

 Turkey Jalfrazi :  turkey in hot green chili sauce, 
with yoghurt, green herbs & wild cranberry chutney.

Rogan Josh :  Lamb in mild spices with garlic 
cream and fresh tomatoes.

Sabzi Korma : mixed vegetables in mild spices 
with cream and ground almond with saffron. (V)

Rita :  spiced yoghurt with cucumber. (V)

Seved with Pulao Rice and a selection of Nan

Kulfi  ice cream - Mango or Pistachio

Includes ½ bottle of House Wine per head.

Bids from £1 in increments of £1 can be 
placed NOW via ‘What’s On’ / ‘Auctions...’ 

on  www. dailyinfo.co.uk.

Bids close noon, Tuesday 9th December
We will then take payment from the 

winner’s credit card & inform Cafe Zouk. 

�

�

FANCY A MEAL WORTH 
£22.43 FOR £7.17?  
THAT’S WHAT THE 
CURRENT HIGHEST 
BIDDER (BID: £43) & 
5 OF HIS FRIENDS 

WILL GET IF HE WINS 
THE CAFE ZOUK MEAL 

AUCTION ON 
WWW.DAILYINFO.CO.UK!

DETAILS BELOW...

TOP BIDDER AT 1PM, 
WEDNESDAY 3rd DEC: 
‘KNIGHT 1’  WITH £71

THE FINANCIAL TIMES
 seeks a Student Brand Manager.

 Are you a strategic thinker who likes 
a challenge? Earn money and improve

 your CV by working for the FT.
If interested, send your CV to sbm@ft.com

FIAT 500L 1973 classic car, very good condition, 
MOT, tax-free, £1200. 01865 512412

BMW 318I (E36) 1992J £2600 ono details 
grant.richardson@bmwgroup.com
KA2 TREG 1999 28000 miles MOT Tax £3250 
gree0014@herald.ox.ac.uk
VW GOLF, MK3, J-REG, FSH, tax / MoT, £750 ono 07812109998
VW PASSAT, H-REG, Tax / Mot, good condition. £800 ono. 
http://monkeysandbananas.20fr.com/
WANTED: RELIABLE MG under £2000 Call Amy 07980664397
TOYOTA COROLLA1.3 81K, 1997, £1850 
noel.anderson@frost.com
SAAB 900. C Reg 70,000. £750 Ben 07930 600283
GOLF1.6 NEEDS HOME, Great runner, tax MOT £400 
07733267138
CORSA 1,0 12V vgc 1998 £2300 01865274032,07799811578
DAIHATSU CHARADE, EREG, new clutch, good little runner, 
£450 rachel.broom@bracknell-forest.gov.uk

25 MORE on 
www.dailyinfo.co.uk

HOUSES & FLATS FOR SALE
EAST OXFORD, POPULAR LETTING AREA. 5 bed-
rooms, sitting room, kitchen, 2 bathrooms. £320,000 
peter.saunders@ukonline.co.uk
EAST OXFORD, POPULAR LETTING AREA. 5 bed-
rooms, large newly renovated and extended 
kitchen/living room, 2 shower rooms. £340,000 
peter.saunders@ukonline.co.uk

Bid on 
www.dailyinfo.co.uk 

to win a gourmet meal for 2 
worth £158. 80 at  

Kingston  Bagpuize (8m west of Oxford on the A420)

MENU:
Chef’s surprise; Chessboard of hare and foie gras, 
exotic fruits chutney, spicy pain brioche, rocket 
salad; Glass of Sauternes; Roasted Blue Scottish 
lobster from our tank, Calvados fl amed, tarragon 
butter, followed by the claws served with a shiitake 
mushroom & spinach ragout; Chef’s granite; Oxford-
shire-raised Hereford beef fi llet, green “Le Puy” 
lentils, poached quail egg, celeriac mash, smoked 
bacon mirror sauce; Trio of Fallowfi elds favourites: 
bitter chocolate mousse, chocolate and hazelnut 
sauce, layered nougatine with light almond cream, 
passion fruit iced souffl é; Selection of three cheeses; 
Glass of Messias ruby port; Coffees, teas and tisanes 
selection; Served with homemade petit fours. 

Includes discretionary service charge.
(If after all that you wish to stay the night, you can! 

Advance booking may be necessary.)

Bids from £1 in increments of £1 can 
be placed NOW via ‘What’s On’ / 

‘Meal Auctions...’ on 
www. dailyinfo.co.uk.

Bids close noon Tues 16th December.
We will then take payment from the 

winner’s credit card & pass their name 
on to Fallowfi elds so that booking can 

proceed. 

HAPPY BIDDING!

AUCTION

TOP BIDDER AT 1PM, 
WEDNESDAY 3rd DEC: 
‘POOTLE’  WITH £25

Murmuring Judges 

By David Hare
Old Fire Station until Sat 6th

David Hare’s 1991 play is an examination of the 
British legal system from Home Secretary down 
to prisoner, taking in every layer in between. 
The play originally formed part of a ‘state of the 
nation’ trilogy, with the other two (Absence of 
War and Raging Demon) examining the Labour 
Party and the Church of England. 

In fact, not much happens in Murmuring Judges. 
Gerard McKinnon, a getaway driver, is sent 
to prison, appeals against his sentence and 
gets six months knocked off. We discover that 
bent copper Barry Hopper sent him there and 
that an incompetent, corrupt barrister Sir Peter 
Edgecombe QC allowed the unjust sentence 
because the case wasn’t suffi ciently interesting 
to warrant the work. The other characters talk, 
worry and agonize over the problems contained 
within this quite static situation, but over the 
course of the play nothing really changes. 
We have a series of arguments, discussions, 
occasional revelations and confrontations, but by 
the conclusion of the play, little has altered.  

However, the production itself is slick and 
accomplished. Jo Noble skillfully directs a large 
cast, and ensures the play comes together well. 
The acting is of a high standard throughout, 
although a number of the barrister’s lines were 
fl uffed or tripped over, which dented his image 
of powerful authority. The scenes are well 
balanced and generally well paced, as a prison 
scene collides with a drinks party for the Home 
Secretary shortly before an evening in the local 
police station. There are particularly strong 
performances from Annie Bayliss as PC Sandra 
Bingham, Oliver Baird as DC Hopper and Ben 
Johnston as Woody Pearson. Indeed many of 
the performers manage to give their characters 
some well-needed humanity and allow us to feel 
for them, something which the text itself seems 
less inclined to do. The actor’s commitment 
to the individual people in this play shows the 
audience that these are human beings, not just 
mouthpieces for moral wrangling or opposing 
viewpoints, as Hare appears to have written. 
This gives the play another dimension, as it starts 
to become not just about individuals fi ghting 
for their own rights against the institutional 
anonymity of the judicial system, but actors 
fi ghting the dry and simple text to become 
more than sides to arguments or voices of 
set opinion; to become changeable, fallible, 
believable characters. 

The design is simple and effective. The stage is 
bare, with a plain white backdrop that linking 

Wit 
by Margaret Edson

Burton Taylor Theatre until Sat 6th
Margaret Edson, an elementary school teacher in 
Atlanta, Georgia, won the Pulitzer Prize drama 
award for Wit, written following a stint working 
as a clerk in a cancer and AIDS inpatient unit 
at a research hospital.  The play follows Profes-
sor Vivian Bearing’s journey through treatment 
for ovarian cancer, intercut with episodes from 
her academic career as a professor of 17th cen-
tury poetry.  The juxtaposition of the disciplines 
of poetry and medicine is a rich and poignant 
one, raising questions of research and compas-
sion, and paralleling academic bitchiness with 
medical detachment.  Dr Bearing has been just 
as critical and incisive as the doctors who now 
treat her, and she recognises this: “now I know 
how poems feel”, she says; “they read me like 
a book”.  She unsentimentally and without self-
pity studies those who study her, translating her 
treatment into a poem of eight stanzas, where 
medical complications become sub-plots of the 
main theme – suffering.  In particular the parallel 
is drawn between her and Dr Jason Posner, who 
took her class while studying biochemistry.  Both 
of them admit to “preferring research to human-
ity” – but both poetry and medicine inevitably 
involve people.

The Burton Taylor was the perfect setting for this 
play, dealing as it does with questions of inti-
macy and detachment; there is no escape for the 
audience from the lessons in suffering that Vivian 
is forced to learn and we suffer with her, wincing 
at her invasive examinations, guiltily implicated 
in her ‘dissection’ in front of research students, 
and finally both moved and shocked by Vivian’s 
last, incredible scene.  The lighting, the simple 
but effective props, and of course the very strong 
cast all make for a powerful hour and forty min-
utes.  In particular praise must go to Elisabeth 
Grey and Helen Bowman who play Vivian and 
Susie (Vivian’s nurse) with passion and control. 

At times uncomfortable, at others frustrating or 
moving, this play is bold and brave and demands 
to be seen, for its humanity and compassion 
and rigorous treatment of a subject we would 
all rather shut our eyes to, as well as the fact 
that all profits are to be donated to the Anthony 
Nolan trust.  Susie’s insistent question to both 
disciplines “what happens in the end?” – what 
is the point? – is the question that the audience 
is left with. This is a production which forces 
you to lift your eyes from the detachment of the 
puzzle – whether it is Donne or cellular growth, 
satisfying as either may be to the academic mind 
–  and see how it relates to the puzzle of life. 

Katherine Venn, 02.12.03

Maths, Statistics, Physics, 
Chemistry and Biology Tutors 

urgently needed to work in December.

ALBION INTERNATIONAL STUDY CENTRE

Contact Johanna Gleason: 
Email johanna@albionschools.co.uk
Tel 01865 244 470  Fax 01865 244 112. 

THEATRE REVIEW

video sequences are projected onto. To use 
video in theatre successfully is rare, but here it 
is subtle and well placed. The sequences also 
further help the audience to see the characters 
as real people, and using up-to-date camera 
techniques and sound editing, they successfully 
update the feel of the play to remind us of its 
relevance today for issues of institutional racism 
and corruption in the judicial system. 

Overall, therefore, the production is excellent 
and the subject matter topical and in need of 
discussion, but it is a shame Hare could not show 
us more, and tell us a little less. 

Liam Brett, 02.12.03

THEATRE REVIEW

Idomeneo 
Glyndebourne Touring Opera
New Theatre, Fri 5th, 7pm
Peter Sellar’s Idomeneo, Mozart’s complex opera 
based on a story from the Trojan War, sets out 
to be contemporary, relevant and extremely 
modern. With extraordinary abstract staging by 
Anish Kapoor, performance which marries Greek 
tragedic posing with contemporary ballet, and 
up-to-date attitudes toward war and suffering, 
the current-day relevance is rammed home.  

Indomeneo is King of Crete, chief of the Greek 
Navy. Sea God Neptune has issues with his 
family; he is grandson of King Minos, whose 
refusal to sacrifice a perfect white bull led to 
the whole Minotaur fiasco. On his return from 
battle, a storm arises; for his safety, he promises 
to sacrifice the first person he sees. It comes as 
no surprise that Idomeneo has one adored son, 
Idamante, and that it is he (or rather she, as the 
original castrato role is performed exquisitely here 
by Julianne de Villiers) who meets him. Idamante 
is in love with Trojan prisoner-of-war Ilia (Marie 
Arnet, in electric-blue designer burka) and loved 
by Greek princess Electra (Cara O’Sullivan), who 
struggles to find the tragedy in being a power-
dressing politician’s wife, seething with frustrated 
blonde ambition. Similarly Peter Brinder, in the 
title role and New Labour uniform of grey suit 
and red tie, occasionally suffered under the 
weight of repetitious, stylised gestures which 
(echoed by two dancers) performed subtext and 
commentary, underscoring even more cheerful 
moments with the horror of war. As the crisis in 
Crete deepens, sympathy for the main characters 
withers, despite the show-stopping and deeply 
involving quartet in the third act. But the price 
of updating opera is sacrificing the heroes’ 
concerns to the suffering of the multitude, and it 
is the chorus that truly shines. Whether writhing 
beneath the wrath of Neptune, fighting through 
soldiers to mourn their dead, or shuffling on in the 
grey, layered, mismatch clothes of refugees to sing 
pitiously about joy, the story here is the suffering 
of common people in time of war.

Jeremy Dennis, 02.12.03

ST CLARE’S, OXFORD requires a Residential House 
Warden (this is a temporary appointment for 3 
months) and a Residential Relief Warden. Both 
appointments are from January 2004. For further 
details please contact Maria Andrews on 01865 
517300 or recruitment@stclares.ac.uk. http://
www.stclares.ac.uk
SKILLED MAINTENANCE MAN WANTED with experi-
ence in all trades to complement our network of 
quality tradesmen. Contact Mark for details 01865 
722277 mark@collegeandcounty.biz
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