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Saturday 6th - Thursdayl1th December 2003 (8th-9th week)

YOGA. MONDAYS 6-730PM; WEDNESDAYS 12-1.15PM.
The 0ld Library, University Church, Radcliffe Camera
entrance. Christina Sage: 01865 512352

MONOGRAPH by Yann Astier and Eitan Buchalter,
Ruskin School - 74 High St, Oxford. Runs from 1st-
12th Dec, open Mon-Fri 10am - 4pm

L LA

OXFORD BACH CHOIR
Sat 6 Dec, 7.30pm, Sheldonian Theatre
HANDEL : ISRAEL IN EGYPT
BRITTEN : SINFONIA
Conductor: Christopher Robinson CVO
Soprano : Elizabeth Cragg, Lucy Crowe. Countertenor: Mark Chanbers.
Tenor: Norbert Meyn. Baritone: Alexander Ashworth. Bass: Mark Wildman

Tickets: £7-£36, From The Playhouse : 305305
G Email OBCtickets@hotmail.com &

TRADITIONAL LATIN MASS (TRIDENTINE)
Roman Catholic (Papal Indult Mass)
CHRISTMAS EVE, 8pm
and Every Sunday, 10am
West Oxford Community Centre, Botley Rd
(opposite St Frideswide’s church)

ENERGY SAVING

INSULATE YOUR HOME
7=~ FOR LESS £££!

01865 me\d/\l

252197 The Oxford
Solar Initiative

RECORD SHOP

RECORDS! CDS! VINYL FRONTIER,
101A Cowley Road. Mon Sat:
11am-6pm. Buy, Sell, Exchange. 01865
201204
STUDENT HAIRCUTS
UPMARKET CITY CENTER SALON
Paolo Gianni is operating
a 30% discount for students (unisex)
(attended by top stylists)

Somerville College Building, Woodstock Rd
(next to Brown'’s restaurant) Oxford 311114

CINEMA

Until Thurs 11th December

Ultimate Picture Palace 245288

BIO ZOMBIE (18) Sat: 11.30pm Sun &
Mon: 10.30pm
Zombie bloodfest (“with humour and pathos™!!)
INTOLERABLE CRUELTY (12A) Sat: 9.15
Sun & Mon: 8.15Tue - Thu: 9.30
Coen Brothers produce fun rather than depth
SWIMMING POOL (PG) Sat: 7.00 Sun & Mon: 6.00
Charlotte Rampling in murder mystery.
RASHOMON (12) Sat: 5.00 Sun: 4.00
Japansese oscar winner about subjective nature of truth.
THE BATTLE OF ALGIERS (18) Sun: 1pm
France’s brutal repression of the Algerians in the 1950s -
seen from both sides. £5 - proceeds to Oxford Stop The
War Coalition.
GOODBYE LENIN!(12A) Tue -Thu: 7.00
Son pretends Berlin wall is still up to protect mother’s
heart.

Phoenix Picture House 512526

INTOLERABLE CRUELTY (12A) Sat: 11.00pm
Sun: 12.10

0\[ ORD
CITY
COUNCIL

Coen Brothers produce fun rather than depth

KIDS CLUB: THE CLASH OF THE TITANS (U) Sat: Fun
12.45, film 1.30

No unaccompanied adults

MATCHSTICK MEN (12A) Sat: 11.15pm

Ridley Scott directs Nicholas Cage as obsessive conman

NEW BOHEMIANS : SOME SECRETS (15) Sun:
12 noon

Contemporary Czech Classic

THE FIVE OBSTRUCTIONS (15) Sat: 9.00

Sun -Thu: 4.40,9.00

Documentary about Lars Von Trier
THE MOTHER (15) Sat: 4.00, 6.40
Sun -Thu: 2.20, 6.40
‘Anne Reid in Hanif Kureishi’'s sensitive drama’
WILBUR WANTS TO KILL HIMSELF (15)

Daily: 2.00, 4.15, 6.30, 8.45
Dark romantic comedy from Scotland

Odeon Magdalen Street
0870 5050007

FINDING NEMO (U) Daily: 1.30, 3.50, 6.15
Fish to the rescue
INTERMISSION (18)
Brutal urban love story
LOVE, ACTUALLY (15) Daily: 2.00%, 5.00%, 8.15*
Comedy of “four weddings” type.See review at
dailyinfo.co.uk

Odeon George Street 0870 5050007
BROTHER BEAR (U) Daily: 12.45*%, 3.00%, 8.10*
Disney animation
LOVE, ACTUALLY (15) Daily: 1.30, 4.30, 7.45
Comedy of “four weddings” type. See review at
dailyinfo.co.uk
MASTER AND COMMANDER (12A)

Daily: 8.40

Daily: 2.00,
5.00, 8.00
Epic sailing drama
S.W.A.T. (12A) Daily: 12.40* (except Wed), 3.15%,
5.55% 8.40*
Jail escape thwarting drama.
SENIOR SCREEN: THE FOUR FEATHERS (15) Wed:
10.25*
An officer resigns his post.
THE ELF (PG) Daily: 12.30, 2.45, 5.15, 7.30
Man raised by elves returns to society.
THE MATRIX REVOLUTIONS (15)
Number three.
TIMELINE (12A) Daily: 12.35, 3.10, 5.45, 8.15
A group of archaeological students stuck in 14th century
France

Daily: 8.10*

*=Odeon Wheelchair access

OXFORD THEATRE GUILD

Lord Arth

Savile’

Adapted by Constance Cox

[ ]

¥l ¥l
01d Fire Station Theatre, George Street
9-13 December 2003 at 7.30pm
Saturday 13 December at 2.30pm
Comedy with an overdose of style!

Seasonal fun for all the family: a roller-coaster of laughs, thrills &
poorly designed attempts at homicide ...

o Tickets: £10/£8 Box Office: 297170
A s> www.oxfordtheatrequild.com

| know what to buy for them, m
they know what to buy for me, E.
because we’ve used... e PRESERT

www.thepresentknowledge.com Kiww%e

as featured on BBC Radio

BANDS, DISCOS, LIGHTS

DISCO PA & LIGHTING EQUIPMENT: hire
and sales. 118 Cowley Rd. 01865 722027

DISCOS, KARAOKES AND EQUIPMENT
HIRE: Dave Seamer Entertainments,
(01865) 240054

BANDS, DISCO, KARAOKE, equipment
= hire, from ODS. 01865 736660

CHRISTMAS FOOD

UHURU WHOLEFOODS

Have a cruelty free Christmas!

7 E»:%»
¥ In stock now : nut roasts, gluten free ¢/
vegetarian bake and vegan haggis.

Organic, gluten free christmas cakes
and puddings. Organic wines.

48 Cowley Road, Oxford * 01865 248249

COMPUTERS
FOR SALE/ HELP

PCFIXIT. No fix, no pay. Free
consultation. Ring 01865243609.
pcfixit@go.com

RENT AN IMAC with printer from
£45.00/month, iBook from
£65.00/month.
www.macfaction.co.uk / 01865 764091.

OXFORD MACINTOSH SOLUTIONS Ltd for all your
Apple Macintosh Sales Services and Support. 0871
7170000 www.omsuk.com

;
ji “}

49 MORE on
www.dailyinfo.co.uk

MEETINGS & LECTURES

Sat 6th
INTERFAITH AFTERNOON / Speeches, Forum, Exhi-
bitions, Refreshments / Internat Interfaith Centre /
2.30-5.30/ iic@interfaith-center.org / Oxford Town Hall.
109-113 St Aldate’s; Tel: 252195

Sun 7th
NATURE CONSERVATION WORK / Conservation
tasks every Sunday. Transport, tea and biscuits pro-
vided! / Oxford Conservation Volunteers / no experi-
ence necessary / www.ocv.org.uk / minibus pick up
points in central Oxford

Mon 8th

PLANTS, PEOPLE AND POLITICS / With Dr Jane
Smart. £6 includes coffee. / 8.00pm / Somerville Col-
lege. Woodstock Rd

THE IDEAL CORPORATION / How should compa-
nies be structured to be effective in a global economy
/ Oxford Economics Forum / 7.30-9pm - £3.50 mem-
bers free / www.oxfordeconomicsforum.co.uk / Oxford
Union. Frewin Court; Tel: 01865 241353

Tues 9th

LOVE & KNOWLEDGE: READING GROUP / Read-
ing and discussion. From 28th Oct: Rumi’s “Mathnawi”
/ call to check, 07719402256 / 7.30-9pm / 23 Oak-
thorpe Road, Summertown

ESPERANTO / Vintra Festeto. / 7.30pm / 36, Stockmore St
HERBAL REMEDIES FOR FLU, ETC / Talk by Norman
Howard, Medical Herbalist / 7pm / Oxford Natural
Health Centre, 3 Church Cowley Rd; Tel: 715615

Wed 10th
RUPERT ROWBOTHAM / Behind the scenes at the
Oxford Playhouse / 2 o’clock Talks / £1, inc. tea and
cakes / St Margaret'’s Institute. Polstead Road

Thurs 11¢h

STAGELIGHTS-GROVETHEATRE GROUP / Meet
every Thursday, Old Mill Hall / New members always
welcome / 8pm-10pm / www.stagelightsgroup.org / Old
Mill Hall, Grove

BUDDHIST MEDITATION CLASSES / Learn to
Meditate with Buddhist Monk Kelsang Chodor /
Shantideva Buddhist Centre / 7.30 - 9.15 p.m. /
info@learntomeditate.org / www.learntomeditate.org /
Society of Friends

THEATRE

Until Thurs 11th December

OlId Fire Station Theatre 297170

MURMURING JUDGES Sat 6 : 2.30pm, 7.30pm
A sharp look at the law. See review at dailyinfo.co.uk
LORD ARTHUR SAVILLE’S CRIME Tue 9 - Sat13

Daily: 7:30pm, Sat: 2.30, 7.30
Wilde’s tale of murder. £8.50 (£6.50 conc.)

Burton Taylor Theatre 305305

WIT BY MARGARET EDSON Sat 6: 7:30pm
Professor Vivian Bearing develops Ovarian Cancer
£5/£4 conc.) See review at dailyinfo.co.uk

Oxford Playhouse 305305
JACK AND THE BEANSTALK Sat 6 -Thu 11
Sat: 2.00,7.00 Mon -Wed: 10.00, 2.00 Thu: 10.00, 7.00
Christmas panto £8.50-£19.50 Continues to Jan 11th

New Theatre, Oxford (formerly The
Oxford Apollo) 0870 6063500
LATRAVIATA Sat 6: 7.00

Verdi £16- £49.50 Review above right

JOSEPH AND THE AMAZING TECHNICOLOUR

DREAMCOAT Mon 8 - Sat 13 Mon & Tues: 7.30
Wed: 2.30, 7.30 Thu: 7.30 Fri: 8.00 Sat: 5.00, 8.00

The longest running touring stage musical of all time!

£9 - £23

Pegasus Theatre 722851

THE NUTCRACKER AND THE MOUSE KING
Sat 6: 2.30, 7.30
Magic on Xmas eve. £7/£4.50 See review opposite.

www.dailyinfo.co.uk
WHAT'SON * JOBS * ﬁCCOMMODﬁTION

JOBS OFFERED

ENHANCE MY LIFE! AND YOURS...

PERSONAL ASSISTANT REQUIRED BY
PROPRIETOR OF DAILY INFORMATION

Diverse role requiring interest in local govern-
ance (including disclosure of how our money
is spent, more decisions by locals), in improv-
ing Daily Info (including increasing income,
improving marketing) and willingness to diver-
sify into occasional gardening & tidying up.

Candidates need to be computer literate, able
to read, write, spell, add up and précis text
accurately (ie. cut out the waffle). By and
large that means at least a 2:1 from Oxford
University.

Start (at £15,000 plus substantial perks) in
the early new year.

My general approach can be seen by reading
‘Effective Advertising’ on www.dailyinfo.co.uk.
More information: johnrose@dailyinfo.co.uk
Initial applications should be not more than
500 words.

EARN £5000+ PER MONTH. LEGALLY! Interested? Call
0118 9289 217 www.richesnow.com

SKILLED MAINTENANCE MAN WANTED with experi-
ence in all trades to complement our network of
quality tradesmen. Contact Mark for details 01865
722277 mark@collegeandcountybiz

TUTORS WANTED BY new tutorial college. All sub-
jects but especially Business Studies, Japanese and
Human Anatomy and Physiology. Please e-mail ini-
tial enquiries to mothman@belizemail.net

BOOKKEEPER OR ADMINISTRATOR, busy office in
city centre. F or PT, flexible hours. Contact Anthony:
07956410489 e-mail:victoriahouse-hotel.co.uk

SOCIAL ACTIVITIES HELP needed. Part-time from 5th
January, 2004. Afternoons, evenings and Saturdays.
Suit enthusiastic outgoing 20 plus student with good
knowledge of Oxford. Oxford English Centre, 66 Ban-
bury Road, Oxford. info@oxfordenglish.co.uk

STAFF NEEDED FOR 2004. Caramba Cafe. Part-time; full-
time from 5th January, 2004. Oxford English Centre,
66 Banbury Road, Oxford. info@oxfordenglish.co.uk

MARKETING TUTORS REQUIRED urgently January
onwards for CIM professional courses. e-mail CV
asap to sdevlin@oxfordbusinesscollege.co.uk or ring
Susan Devlin 01865791908

CLEANER REQURIED FOR January 2004 at the Royal
Oxford Hotel. Contact Mrs.James 01865248432

WORK IN MARKETING carrying out business develop-
ment and profiling over the phone for blue-chip
companies within the IT sector We are looking
for ALL EUROPEAN LANGUAGES, INCLUDING ENG-
LISH. EASTERN EUROPEAN LANGUAGES URGENTLY.
Bright and confident communicators to work in a
friendly, international and busy environment. £715ph.
BONUS SCHEME AVAILABLE. Please send your CV to
recruitment@advanced-alchemy.com for an interview

THE FINANCIAL TIMES
seeks a Student Brand Manager.
Are you a strategic thinker who likes
a challenge? Earn money and improve
your CV by working for the FT.

If interested, send your CV to sbm@ft.com

Ticket Office Staff

CLERICAL &t LIBRARY GRADE C2:
Salary £11,062 pro rata

(under review)

The University of Oxford Botanic
Garden has vacancies for a team of
6 part-time Ticket Office Staff initially from March
2004 until October 2004. The Ticket Office Staff
will be responsible for admitting all visitors to the
Garden including school groups on a daily basis,
issuing the appropriate tickets, selling merchandise
and dealing with enquiries. They will have respon-
sibility for till reconciliation and maintaining the
merchandise stock within the ticket office. They
will also have responsibility for opening and closing
the Garden. Some shifts will require weekend work
and one seasonal late night opening shift. All Ticket
Office staff will be required to wear a uniform.

For an application pack, please contact Katie Neill on
01865 286690 or by e-mail: katie.neill@botanic-
garden.ox.ac.uk The closing date for applications
is 9am, Friday 9 January 2004.

SERVICES OFFERED

GARDEN MAINTENANCE, NO job too small. Chantelle
Pike 07900 262992

VANOLOGY REMOVAL SERVICE. Reasonable rates.
Local and long distance. Reliable. 01865-243609.
vanology@go.com

EXPERIENCED PROOF-READER / copy editor, academic
and business. Contact Julie : oxenglish@aol.com
BIG OR SMALL WE SHIP IT ALL. 50% discount on
packaging materials to all students who ship with
us, free pick up in Oxford. Mail Boxes Etc., Summer-
town 01865 514655, Headington 01865 741729
ALEXANDER TECHNIQUE LESSONS, central Oxford
and Headington. Student rates. Tel; 01865-765511.
s.c@btinternet.com www.oxat.net

28 MORE on
www.dailyinfo.co.uk

CARS FOR SALE

FIAT 500L 1973 classic car, very good condition,
MOT, tax-free, £1200. 01865 512412

BRAINSTORM

EXHIBITIONS

MATCHMAKING

* Christ Church Picture Gallery
The Life of the Virgin Mary

Drawings & paintings from the gallery's permanent collection, fol-
lowing the life & times of the Virgin Mary (to 22nd Jan 2004)
Drama in the making:Taddeo Zuccharo...
..&t the art of drawing in mid-16th c. Rome. Drawings by
Zuccharo & contemporaries, 1529-66 (to 15th Feb 2004)

Entrance via Canterbury Gate / Oriel Square.
ey Open: Mon-Sat 10.30-1.00, 2-4.30. Sun 2-4.30 Tel. 276172 &

g wWww. worytowers net

the intelligent matchmaking
site for graduates of all eras
it's a new way of doing an
old thing

free trial period

0 featured in the Independent & the
Oxford Mail

AALSALAM 4

Good Food, Good Atmosphere, Open EVERY day ?\

Book your Christmas Party now! fi
We cater for office parties & large groups. g

&
?

R

Special deals for early bookings.
Come & experience our Lebanese bubbly bar!

o~ ".‘,—-” »’k "y
{ & ¥
®,_ 4+ 6 Park End Street, Oxford OX1 1HH <. .-” ]
£ Call us for info: 01865 245710 = 9
R A R R R R R R R IR R RIS
ﬁlﬁlﬁlﬁﬁtjﬁlﬁlﬁlﬁﬁtlﬂ
Excellent cuisine at reasonable prices

THE STANDARD TANDOORI

INDIAN RESTAURANT & TAKEAWAY
(FULLY LICENSED)
-- Opposite the Phoenix Cinema --

For bookings, tel. 553557

117 Walton St, Oxford, OX2 6AJ.
Open 7 days - 12 2. 30pm, 6 11.30pm

S SRS TSI

i"

X
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For those who appreclate good food

AL SHAMI

o LEBANESE RESTAURANT
a¥(/ 25 Walton Crescent, Oxford :
{50 OPEN MIDDAY TO MIDNIGHT

SPECIALISING v DARTIES

@ OPEN Mo~ FrI GaM-9dM
: 4am-6pm, Sun 10:304M-4:30pm
MoUTH-WATERING TRADITIONAL LEBANESE CUISINE
SpPecIAL LuNcH PAcks - SANDWICHES

253 BanBURY Roap SummerTown OxForp OX2 7HN

Unique “DisH ofF THE DAY” VARIES DALY

01865 311660

AUTHENTIC GREEK-CYPRIOT RESTAURANT

272 BANBURY ROAD, SUMMERTOWN
Tel. OXFORD 511472 / 316983

¥ MIRCH MASALA &

Licensed Indian Restaurant
6.00-11.30pm (Closed Mondays)
« Eatin « Takeaway « We deliver! o
137- 139 Cowley Road
(between Princes Street & Union Street)

Tel: 728581
www.mirchmasala.tablesir.com

& ]

Telephone
Market Research
Interviewers required

Can you communicate clearly and confldently'?

We offer:

- Flexible evening and weekend shifts
(Mon-Fri 5.30pm-9pm; Sat-Sun 10am-2pm,
2.30pm-6pm)

= Full training

- £5.75 - £6.50 per hour + possible bonuses

- Holiday pay

- Busy and friendly working environment

- Varied and interesting market
research surveys

- No selling

Call Kelvin on (01865) 262807

email k.lam@nopworid.com N O P WO” d

www.nopworld.com

United Business Media

21 MORE on
www.dailyinfo.co.uk

Sat 6th

RESPECTABLE GROOVE / Purcell’s Dido & Aeneas
re-interpreted by a unique Baroque jazz group / Oxford
Contemporary Music / 8p.m. £11/7 (conc.) / Email:
tim@ocmevents.org / Web: http://www.ocmevents.org
/ Holywell Music Room. Holywell Street

ATHENA / Jazz Funk / 11pm-2am / Freud’s. Walton St;
Tel: 311171

Sun 7th

TOM CHATFIELD / Jazz Pianist / 2-4pm / then NEIL
MASON / Acoustic Guitar / 10pm-12am / Freud’s.
Walton St; Tel: 311171

VIVA SALSA! / 6pm: Beginners salsa (downstairs).
Mention Daily Info & get £1 off your class! (Offer applies
to beginners only) / 6pm: Improvers (upstairs); 7.30pm:
Intermediates; 8.30pm-10.30pm: dancing / Jongleurs.
Hythe Bridge St., Oxford; Tel: 01865 722851

Mon 8th
HEAR THE WORD / Poetry storytelling and music by
TOPAZ | 7:45pm / Free / heartheword@fsmail.net /
heartheword.mysite.freeserve.com / Gardeners Arms
Plantation Road (off woodstock Rd)

Tues 9th

THE JERICHO COMEDY CLUB / Andre Vincent globe-
trotting comic, turned 60 earlier today, so he may be
drunk, but will be funny. International man of mystery Nige
will be opening the show. mc Silky gets you ready for
Christmas. Hohoho! £5/£4 (tel 311775) / Doors 8pm, show
9pm sharp / The Jericho. Walton Street; Tel: 311775
FREI ZINGER & CHRIS HILLS / Flute and Tabla /
10pm-12am / Freud’s. Walton St; Tel: 311171

Wed 10th
CATWEAZLE CLUB / The Catweazle Club, Oxford’s
acoustic performance space, for music, poetry, story
and song, now in its ninth magical year. £3.50 / 8.30pm
/ Northgate Hall. St Michael’s St
OPEN MIC NIGHT / Mars Entertainments presents Deli-
cious music. Free (band bookings call 07876 184623 /
07989 028522) / 9-11pm / George & Davis, St. Aldate’s
DANCE PROJECT FOR CHILDREN / Dance Project
for 8-13 year olds- five weeks long / The Rap
Yard / 4.30pm- 6.00pm / rapaction@hotmail.com /
www.rapaction.org.uk / 220, Cowley Rd
GAYLE / Acoustic guitar / 11pm-2am / Freud’s, Walton
St; Tel: 311171

Thurs 11¢th
JOHN ETHERIDGE - ex Soft Machine, Andy Sum-
mers - guitar giant / £6 £4 - open 8.15pm, band 9pm
/ The Wheatsheaf. Wheatsheaf Alley, 129 High Street;
Tel: 243276 / www.the-spin.net
LIVE ACOUSTIC NIGHT / Solo or duo acts send your
demo to Martin or Hog NOW!/ Phoenix Plcture House,
57 Walton St / Tel 512526
SPARKY’S FLYING CIRCUS / Poetry & music per-
formers welcome. / 9pm on / Joe Ryan’s Half Moon
pub, St Clements
CHANTELLE PIKE / Tunes like Damien Rice, voice
like the Carpenters, hair like an orange / 9pm /
Phoenix Picture House. Walton St; Tel: 512526 /
www.picturehouses.co.uk/site/cinemas/Oxford/local.htm
LIVE SALSA WITH SALSONEROS / Live South
American and Caribbean rhythms, + DJ playing Latin
and RnB / The Bullingdon, Cowley Road / £3, 9 till late,
+cheap drinks / salsoneros_uk@hotmail.com / Back-
room @ The Bully. 162 Cowley Road; Tel: 244516

THEATRE REVIEW

HOUSES & FLATS TO LET

KIDLINGTON, 2 BED UNFURNISHED HOUSE. Lovely
modern interior, house includes double bedrooms,
living room, kitchen with dining area, bathroom

and rear garden. £695 November
mark@collegeandcountybiz 01865 722277
62 MORE on
www.dailyinfo.co.uk

ROOMS TO LET

SINGLE ROOM, IFFLEY BORDERS. £345pcm inc. bills.
07899 917288

SINGLE. AVAILABLE 13 Dec. All facilities, washing
machine. Parking. 772376

LARGE ROOM (MAP: (5), all mod cons, gardener and
cleaner included. Non-smoking. £295pcm plus bills.
07811 265560

LARGE ENSUITE ROOM (MAP: (5), all mod cons, gar-
dener and cleaner included. Non-smoking. £375pcm
plus bills. 07811 265560

LOFT ROOM PLUS ENSUITE, Iffley Fields. Suit
postgrad/prof, n-s. £430pcm incl. 01865 251436 /
jonpaul@dircon.co.uk

IFFLEY ROAD, IN CLEAN UPMARKET HOUSE. Large

double room, suit non-smoking female professional/
postgrad. £385pcm incl. 01869 350372

YOUNG PROFESSIONAL MALE to share large 3
bedroom house. £375 per month including bills.
Available mid-December. Contact 01865315011 or
07879486086

HOUSESHARE, NONSMOKING PROFESSIONAL sought,
friendly, near station, good-sized single room,
available January, £280excl pcm, 01865425911,
oxfordhouseshare_jan2004@hotmail.com

LARGE ROOM IN Summertown to let. Share with 3
young prof. males. Basic rent £68pw. Available now.
07967312146. nmason2@orange.net.

ROOM TO LET Quiet furnished room, view of woods
in family house, own bathroom with shower, park-
ing. £85 a week inc. Female, postgrad or profes-
sional, n/s. 15 mins city centre. View December,
available Jan 1st or before. Carol 01865 739622

2 PRETTY SINGLE rooms with their own bathroom
and kitchen in private house in central Oxford. Quiet
applicants only, £100 per week including bills. Refer-
ence and deposit required. 07977 009 365

222 MORE on
www.dailyinfo.co.uk

DAILY INFO

has gone weekly for the vac.

The next issues will be
Fridays 12 & 19 December.

The issue of 19th December
will remain up for 3 weeks,
offering great value over
xmas. There will follow
sheets on the 9th & 16th Jan.

From Tues Jan 20th
we will be printing
3 TIMES A WEEK
IN TERM : TUESDAYS,
THURSDAYS & SATURDAYS.

Our prices will remain fixed
at 40p per word (line ads) &
£8 per column cm of depth
(boxed displays).

So you get AT LEAST 2
days for the old price of 1!

6 DS RULTITTS

THE NUTCRACKER AND THE MOUSE KING

PEGASUS THEATRE TO SAT 6th DECEMBER

Most people will know the story of the Nutcracker
through Tchaikovsky’s ballet but Jane Buckler's
stage version of ‘The Nutcracker and the Mouse
Km is much closer to the original tale by E. T A.
an. Our heroine is Marie, a girl growing up
m a poor German family, who wants nothing more
than the safe return of her father. She is visited on
Christmas Eve by her Godfather, Gosselmeier, who
brings gifts for Marie, her brother Fritz and Mama.

Marie is given a dress and a nutcracker, about
which Gosselmeier has a
g{lcal story to tell. It is
a tale of a soldier’s quest
for the hardest nut in
the world, for on%r crack-
ing that nut will free the
beautiful princess from
the Mouse Queen’s curse.
In her programme notes
Buckler laments the fact
that this story within a
story is missing entirely
from the ballet, and her
play certainly makes full
use of it.

Having successfully com-
leted the quest and
eed the Princess, the
soldier accidentally kills
the Mouse Queen and
the curse is transferred to
him. Now he is destined
for a life as a nutcracker until he can kill the Mouse
King, who is the Mouse Queen’s son, and win the
princess’ heart. It is this nutcracker which Marie
is given as a gift and her own journey into
the world of the Nutcracker and the Mouse
King begins. It is a journey during which
she learns what it means to be in love and dis-
covers that what somebody is like on the inside
matters more than their outward appearance.

From anguish at the continued absence of her
father to exasperation with her family, from bewil-
derment at events takm? place around her to fear
that she might lose her loved one, Wendy Crowley-
Dynan, as Marie, ensures that we go on the emo-
tional journey with her. But this is no helpless
damsel in distress, Marie helps the wounded Nut-
cracker in his fight with the Mouse King and is

not afraid to say “no” to him when he demands
her dress.

Fritz, played by Zoot Lynam, is the kind of younger
brother that everyone loves to hate. He is snivelling,
proud, whining and overly fond of the idea of blood
and death - not the actuality mind, he hinds in the
coat cupboard when the real danger starts. He is
equally as good as the Mouse King which he plays
with such nastiness that, given the time of year,

the audience showed great restraint in not booing
and hissing with his
every appearance.

Drosselmeier looks to
have been the most
fun to play and Paul
Huntley-Thomas
enjoys every
overblown moment of
it. Marie’s Godfather is
a curious combination
of a generous benefac-
tor and a man who
loves to tell gruesome
stories to the children.
But, for me, Sally Arm-
strong’s ‘Mama’ was
the star of the show
who despite her sad-
ness at the none-
appearance of her
husband is able to
provide much comedy
with a simple look of distaste as Drosselmeier

tells his tales.

The children will love the swordfights between Nut-
cracker and the Mouse King, the ribbon-twirling
and snake-charming dances and the fact that

the opening narration in each half is conducted

by the children’s toys - the cast showing that
puppetry numbers among their many talents.

‘The Nutcracker and the Mouse King’ is a fantasti-
cal Christmas fairytale which, with its dark under-
tones, echoes the style of Hoffman’s compatriots,
the Brother's Grimm. Equal parts humorous and
sinister, Pantomlme and love story; it is a treat for
the whole family,
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