
Well, it’s been hyped and hyped and then just to make sure, a little more hype has been 
thrown in that little machine known as the Hollywood fi lm release: Another year and 
another comic comes to celluloid and by the looks of things this one here’s for the 
staying.  While it was Batman in the late 80s and 90s, the man with webs he can ping 
out of his wrists and wall crawling abilities may well be the hero for the 2000s. 

In some ways this is really two fi lms, one building up the character of Peter Parker (is 
there a general predilection amongst superhero creators for alliteration: Clark Kent?) 
a.k.a. Spiderman and the other getting down to the beating of those evil people, with 
lots of leaping about, dangling from drainpipes and building swinging.  Before the fi lm 
I wasn’t entirely convinced by the casting of Tobey 
Maguire as our main do- gooder, partly because he’s 
been in some solid dramas where character acting is 
of the essence, or to put it another way, fi lms where 
the scripts are more important than effects.  But 
in a true ‘reviewer sees the light’ moment I was 
proved wrong.  The fact that he is such a good actor 
makes him all the more believable, which isn’t some-
thing I expect from blockbusters.  Consequently there 
weren’t nearly as many ‘stop talking and get on with 
the kicking’ feelings as I was prepared for. The only 
moments these feelings did creep to the surface  
they were a result of the sometimes beyond cringe- 
worthy script. Screenwriters still seem to have prob-
lems addressing the many aspects of relationships 
in a relatively quick fi re way (so the kicking can be 
resumed) without making you sink so low in your 
seat you have actually slipped in to the row in front.   

The fi lm does take its character building quite seriously with our hero, but there seems 
to be a rule that baddies should never be sympathised with that greatly.  Willem Dafoe 
is a deft baddie, as he always is, complete with schizophrenic mirror scenes, which 
have to be seen.  I’m not entirely sure if they were meant to be the funniest in the fi lm, 
but great they are.  Baddies often seen to have the best costumes and much more 
advanced gadgets (not that I’m infl uenced by appearances) and the Green Goblin is a 
visual joy:  a green muscle outfi t with aerodynamic head gear and a missile shooting 
glider, which put down our Spidy’s mere web building abilities a rung or two.  There 
were even moments when I wondered if Spider would triumph with all his limbs intact, 
but then, being a hardened cynic, I realised that the fi lm producers are probably not yet 
ready for an armless superhero to appear in the sequels.

Blockbusters still have a few advancements to make in terms of their ‘real-life’ char-
acters, such as how Kirsten Dunst’s boyfriend can possibly have enough money to 
fi nance a fl ash new car that he parades to Ms Dunst’s glee (though being the Spider’s 
love interest she can’t really be that impressed by material goods.  Obviously.) when 
he appears not to have a trust fund and only be 17?  But small matter - fi lms like this 
one should not be viewed for their continuity and accuracy.

So, in terms of fi ghts, effects and all things gadgety, don’t expect ‘The Matrix’ with a 
superhero, though, as with so many action fi lms made afterwards, there are many nods 
to the technology it used.  Do expect a great deal of humour and sheer joy - a super-
hero who has fun after waking up one morning with plentiful pecs and the ability to 
climb walls and jump rooftops.  And so he should. Being Hollywood the morals are re-
iterated a touch too frequently, but if you can live with that and a few soppy moments 
(but would it be the same without them?) you should leave smiling.  Maybe I’m not that 
hardened a cynic after all.

Liz Buckle 06.06.02
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Oxford’s
Displayed at over 500 points from the station to Headington and Folly Bridge to Summertown - all colleges, departments and language schools.

SPIDERMAN 
ODEON GEORGE STREET, OPENS SATURDAY JUNE 8TH

Christ Church Picture Gallery  

Entrance via Canterbury Gate / Oriel 
Square. Tel. 276172

Open: Mon-Sat 10.30-1.00, 2.00-4.30. Sun 2.00-4.30  

The Thrill of the Chase:  
‘Atalanta and Meleager’ by Jacob Jordaens.  

Until June 2nd. 

EXHIBITIONS

PROFESSIONAL THERAPEUTIC 
MASSAGE & Aromatherapy for 
emotional / physical pain 
and study stress. Student dis-
counts available. Tel Body-
Beat: 01865 316810 

COMPLEMENTARY 
THERAPIES

DO YOU KNOW ABOUT 
THE DAIILY INFO 

‘PIN-UP’?

- OUR FREE WEEKLY GUIDE 
TO WHAT’S ON IN OXFORD: 

CINEMA, THEATRE, 
GIGS, CONCERTS, 

LECTURES AND MEETINGS. 

PRINTS OUT AS ONE SIDE OF A4. 

EMAIL YOUR WEB ADDRESS TO 
dailyinfo@dailyinfo.co.uk

 we do large 
posters

A2 (the size of this sheet) 
-A0 (4 x this sheet!)

WE HAVE DONE 
- FILM PROMOTION FOR PHOENIX CINEMA
- PAUL MCCARTNEY FOR A CONCERT
- VENUE OPENING FOR ‘UNDER THE MOON’
- LATIN NIGHT FOR EUROBARS
- SPONSOR LIST FOR SOMERVILLE BALL
- DETAILED WALL POSTERS FOR 
  MANAGEMENT TRAINING COURSES

WE HAVEN’T YET DONE
- YOU - LIFESIZE!
- BARONESS THATCHER, SIDE VIEW
- ENORMOUS MAPS
- FLIP CHARTS
- CONFERENCE DIRECTIONS

WHAT CAN WE DO FOR YOU?
4 FOR £10 plus VAT (SAME ORIGINAL)
‘DAILY INFORMATION’ COLOURS

TEL: 553377 OR EMAIL 
dailyinfo@dailyinfo.co.uk

12-13 Park End Street, Oxford OX1 1HH
Tel 01865 247777/248888  www.cafeturmeric.com
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Classic & Contemporary South Asian Cuisine
! !

Lebanese Restaurant
AL-SALAM

6 Park End Street, Oxford  OX1 1HH
Telephone 01865 245710

Good Food, Good Atmosphere, Open EVERY day!

OPEN
9am-9pm

Daily
News Cafe, 1 Ship Street, 

Oxford.   Tel: 242317

STANDARD  TANDOORI
INDIAN RESTAURANT & TAKEAWAY
OPEN 12.00-2.30, 6.00-11.30 7 DAYS

-- Opposite the Phoenix Cinema --
117 Walton St, Oxford, OX2 6AJ. tel. 553557

Excellent cuisine at reasonable prices

FOOD 

SECOND HAND APPLE Macs www.macfaction.co.uk or 
call 01865 764091 

OXFORD MACINTOSH SOLUTIONS Ltd for all your 
Apple Macintosh Sales Services and Support. 0871 
7170000  www.oxmacsolutions.co.uk

COMPUTERS FOR  
SALE/HELP

THEATRE

CINEMA

Waterfi eld’s
FOR SECOND HAND BOOKS IN OXFORD

52 High Street, Oxford. Tel 721809
MON-SAT 9.45 - 5.45

Opposite the Examination Schools

BOOKS
Visit us for academic books in all subjects 

Arts & Humanities a speciality. 
Find rare & out-of-print titles.

" 10% STUDENT DISCOUNT   "

NOW OPEN SUNDAYS 1-5

BIG OR SMALL we ship it all. 50% 
discount on packaging materials to 
all students who ship with us, free 
pick up in Oxford. Mail Boxes etc. 
Summertown 01865 514655, Head-
ington 01865 741729

VANOLOGY REMOVAL SERVICE. Reasonable rates. 
Local and long distance. Reliable. Phone / fax John 
01865-243609 vanology@go.com

 SERVICES OFFERED   JOBS OFFERED          

GOOD, RELIABLE CLEANER. 2x3 hours weekly. 
£18/session. 553377 johnrose@dailyinfo.co.uk

HOBGOBLIN ST ALDATE’s seeks summer bar staff 
(mid June to September). Contact Pam: 250201 

EFL TEACHERS REQUIRED for teenage and/or 
adult summer classes at Oxford Scholars. Imme-
diate start. Contact DOS Tony Prince on 01865 
721751/email: oxford.scholars@btinternet.com 

TRAINEE SOFTWARE ENGINEER, Witney, suit new 
or recent graduate with some programming skills. 
See www.datahorizon.net/jobs 

WANTED: ENTHUSIASTIC CAPABLE person to per-
form light household duties and some childcare 
for academic couple and 4 year old triplet boys 
in Didcot. Part-time, flexible hours but required 
most week-days 3.00pm to 6.00pm. Non-smoker, 
references essential; full driving licence preferred. 
Contact Elizabeth at e.powell@mailbox.uq.edu.au 

36 possible futures for you on 
our JOBS OFFERED pageSitting Finals ?

BANDS, DISCOS, LIGHTS
DISCOS, KARAOKES AND EQUIPMENT HIRE Dave 
Seamer Entertainments, (01865) 240054

DISCO PA & LIGHTING EQUIPMENT to hire and 
sales. 118 Cowley Rd. 01865 722027. 

BANDS, DISCO, KARAOKE, equipment hire, from 
ODS. 01865 736660

 CAR FOR SALE     

COOL MP3, AUDIO and other stuff:     
www.it-manager.co.uk/forsale 

FOR SALE
GIGS / CLUB NIGHTS

AFICOMAN / Music and Dancing / 11pm-2am / Freud’s, 
Walton Street; Tel: 311171

JENNY CROOK & HENRY SEARS / £4 (unwaged £3). 
Traditional and original music with Celtic harp. / 8.30 
pm / Port Mahon, St. Clement’s

BUTTERCUTS (LIVE PA) SUPPORT / B-Boys DJ’s 
MC’s / Hip Hop Night / £5 / £4 with fl yer / 8 til Late / The 
Cellar Bar, Frewin Court, off Cornmarket; Tel: 244761

THE BACKROOM BOOGIE / Soul, funk, party 70’s 
retro stylee with djs Tony Naked Nanton, Jason Blinx, 
& Mc Oz. £5 / 9pm-2am / Backroom @ The Bully, 162 
Cowley Road; Tel: 244516

OXFORD BANDS.COM / £tba / Doors: 7pm / The 
Zodiac, 190 Cowley Road; Tel: 420042

OPUS ANGLICANUM / medieval chant and reading, 
12 pounds / Harris Manchester College Chapel / 7.15 
pm / Web: www.opus-anglicanum.com 

MEETINGS / LECTURES
INFORMATION AND VALUATION / Clarendon Lec-
tures in Finance/ Open to public - Free / 5.30pm / Saïd 
Business School, Park End Street

SOCIOLOGY / Leonard Stein lectures: Social fore-
ground of Israeli-Palestinian relations / 5.00 in Nissan 
Lecture Theatre / St Antony’s College, Woodstock Rd; 
Tel: 284700

K.E.E.N. (KIDS ENJOY EXERCISE NOW): ZIG-ZAG 
/ Music/drama workshop / 5.15-6.15pm / St Aldate’s 
Parish Centre, 40, Pembroke St

KITE MAKING / Look at kites from around the world 
and make one. Free event for all the family / 1-4pm / 
Pitt Rivers Museum, Parks Road. Tel: 270927

RETIREES (PART OF OXFORD IRISH SOCIETY FESTIVAL) / Music 
by Gary Stevens, Bingo, waltzes, quicksteps & twisting & 
shouting for those between 50 and 100 years! / 8pm. Call 
Mick on 779815 / The Crown House, Crown Street, off Cowley 
Road
CARDS (PART OF OXFORD IRISH SOCIETY FESTIVAL) / 25 drive. 
Guaranteed 1st prize of £200. Entry £10. / 9pm. Call Gerry 
Wade on 751641 / Cowley Workers Social Club, Between 
Towns Road, Cowley

Russian Chamber Orchestra Of London
Saturday 8th June 7.30pm, Town Hall, Oxford £15/£9/£6

Shostakovich: Chamber Symphony op.110a
Shchedrin: Parabola Concertante (2001) - UK Premiere
Stankovych: Symphony No.3 - UK Premiere
Tchaikovsky: Serenade

For Tickets call: 0870 750 0659
 or visit www.ocmevents.org

Until Thurs 13th
  Ultimate Picture Palace 245288
AUSTIN POWERS: INTERNATIONAL MAN OF MYS-
TERY (PG)   Fri & Sat: 11.30pm Sun: 10.30pm 
The man no woman can resist
THE SHIPPING NEWS (15)      Fri: 9.15pm Sat: 4.30, 

9.15pm Sun: 3.30, 8.15pm Mon: 5.00 
Based on E Annie Proulx’s Pulitzer winning novel
ALEXANDER NEVSKY (PG)      Fri & Sat: 7.00pm Sun:  
Stalin approved Eisenstein battle epic 6.00 
STRANGERS ON A TRAIN (PG) Mon : 7.30, 9.30 
One of Hitchcock’s fi nest
APOCALYPSE NOW REDUX              Tue  - Thu  : 9.30
Extra footage on Coppola’s Vietnam vision
AMELIE (15)     Tue - Thu  : 7.00 
Trying to make the world a better place...

Odeon Magdalen St 0870 5050007
NOT ANOTHER TEEN MOVIE (15) Fri & Mon- Wed   
-Oh really 1.00, 3.30, 6.30
THE TIME MACHINE (PG NOT SUITABLE FOR UNDER 8s)
    Fri - Thu : 12.30, 3.00, 6.00, 9.00 
Guy Pearce takes a trip 800,000 yrs in to the future
SPIDERMAN - ADVANCED PREVIEW (12) W/A  

Sat, Sun & Thu : 11.00, 2.00, 5.15, 8.30 
Not recommended for arachnophobics See review.

Odeon George St 0870 5050007
STAR WARS 2: ATTACK OF THE CLONES (PG) 
 Fri- Sun: 10.00,(not Mon-Thurs) 11.30, 1.15, 

3.30, 4.45, 7.30, 8.15
Aaah, they all look the same
DRAGONFLY (12)            Fri-Sun: 9.45 Mon-Thu: 8.45 
Doctor tries contacting dead wife
THUNDERPANTS (PG) W/A      Fri: 11.00, 1.45  Sat & 
Kid with ‘special abilities’ Sun: 12.30
ABOUT A BOY (12) W/A Fri: 4.00, 6.45, 10.00 

     Mon-Wed: 12.15, (not Wed) 3.00, 5.45, 9.00
Shock - Hugh Grant not being foppish 
SNOW DOGS (PG)     Fri-Sun: 10.45, 1.30, 4.15, 7.00 

Mon-Thu: 12.30, 3.15, 6.00
Arctic race silliness 
MONSTERS BALL (15) Fri - Sun:  12.00 (not Sat & 

Sun), 2.45, 6.30, 9.45 
Mon-Thurs: 12.00, 2.45, 5.30, 8.30 

Oscar winner set around racism in deep South
ICE AGE (U) W/A Fri - Sun : 12.00 
Furry animation
UNFAITHFUL (15) W/A  Fri-Sun: 2.15, 5.45, 9.00 

Mon - Thu: 1.30, 5.15, 8.30
Marriage. Affair. Hollywood style. 
SPIDERMAN - ADVANCED PREVIEW (12) W/A 

Sat, Sun & Thu: 11.45, 3.00, 6.15, 9.30 
Not recommended for arachnophobics. See review
SENIOR SCREEN: CASTAWAY (12) W/A      Wed 

Doors: 10.15am, Film: 10.45am
Tom Hanks learning survival

Phoenix Picture House 512526
NO MAN’S LAND (15) Fri, Sun, Tue-Thu: 3.10, 5.10, 

7.10 Sat: 3.30, 5.20, 7.10 Mon: 4.45  
Oscar winner set in Yugoslavian war
SEX AND LUCIA (18) Fri: 1.00, 9.10, 11.35 Sat: 

9.10, 11.35 Sun: 9.10 Mon-Thurs: 1.00, 9.10 
Spanish lady looks at her ‘relationships’
MONSTER’S BALL (15) Daily: 12.50 (not Sat or 

Sun) 3.00, 5.10, 7.20, 9.30 
Oscar winner set around racism in deep South
VANILLA SKY (15) Fri : 11.30
Cruise meets Cruz
MODESTY BLAISE (PG) Sat: 11.35pm Sun: 12.15  
Outrageously stylish and deliriously pyschedelic
KIDS CLUB: JIMMY NEUTRON (U) Sat : 2.00 
Saving adults from aliens. No unaccompanied adults.
SOVIET SOUND: SOLARIS (15) Sun: 12 noon 
Tarkovsky’s labyrinthine and poetic vision
THREE COLOURS RED (15) Mon : 6.30 
Completion of Kieslowski’s trilogy
TRAINING DAY (18) Thu : 11.35pm 
Idealist meets L A policing underworld
BARBARELLA (15) Thu: 11.30pm 
Romping on planet Sorgo

Until Thurs 13th

Burton Taylor Theatre 305350
STRONGER - ‘BATTLES OF WILL’    Fri 7th & Sat 8th 8pm 
Studies of the power of personality £6/£5concs 
See review, right.
HOW TO BE AN ALIEN Tue 11th - Sat 15th 
An outsider’s view of the English Daily: 9.30pm

SUNDAY MORNING AT THE CENTRE OF THE 
WORLD    Tue 11th - Sat 15th  Daily: 7.30pm 

By the author of Captain Corelli.

Oxford Playhouse 305305
HINTERLAND Fri 7th - Sat 8th 

Fri: 8pm Sat: 2.30pm (audio described), 7.30pm 
Notorious political career of Johnny Silvester, father of 
the Irish Nation. £6.50(concs)-£19.50.  See review at 
www.dailyinfo.co.uk

BENEFACTORS  Tue 11th - Sat 15th  Tues- Thu: 
2.30pm, 7.30pm Fri: 8pm Sat: 2.30pm, 7.30pm 

Neil Pearson stars in Michael Frayn’s tale of two cou-
ples. £12.50-£24

Pegasus Theatre 722851
PILLARS OF THE COMMUNITY Fri 7th - Sat 8th 

    Daily: 8pm
Oxford School of Drama present Ibsen  See review , right

Old Fire Station Theatre 297170
INTO THE WOODS Fri 7th - Sat 8th

Daily: 7.30pm Sat: 2.30, 7.30

Fairy tales become musical See review at 
www.dailyinfo.co.uk

DOGG’S HAMLET AND CAHOOTS MACBETH 
Tue 11th - Sat 15th   Daily: 7.30pm Sat: 2.30, 7.30 

Tom Stoppard playing with words

Apollo Theatre 0870 6063500
HANK MARVIN Sat 8th  : 7.30pm 
The Guitar Player Tour/ £17.50 & £15.50

GREASE Mon 10th- Sat 15th   Mon-Thurs: 
7.30pm Fri: 5.30pm & 8.45pm, Sat: 5.00pm & 

8.30pm
Big hair, tight trousers and jiving a plenty/ £7-£24

Get a HUG this summer
10%discount on cool T shirts

Stylish soft organic cotton tops for 
men, women and children from HUG, 
are made using environmentally 
sensitive dyes, and are fairly traded. 
These cool tops are now available to 
readers of Daily Information at 10% off.

To take advantage of this offer log 
on to www.hug.co.uk. After you have 
selected the items you want to buy, 
proceed to checkout then enter your 
details and type DAILYINFO in the 
promotional code section, your 10% 
discount will then be calculated (offer 
excludes a one off postage and 
packing charge of £2.50)

HUG OFFER

OXFORD SYMPHONY ORCHESTRA, Oxford Town Hall, 
7.45pm Friday 14th June 2002. Ravel, Mother Goose; 
Elgar, Cello Concerto (soloist Jacqueline Johnson); 
Sibelius, Symphony No 5. Tickets £10 (£8 conces-
sions). Tel. 01865 305305. 

F R E V D
FRI 7
SAT  8
SUN 9

MON 10

DJ AFICO MAN     MUSIC & DANCING  
HOT SPRING HEALERS            BLUES 
SKELETON CREW 2-4PM           FOLK
   CLOSED FROM 6PM ~ SORRY! 
NO VIVA SALSA THIS WEEK
BEN MAY (10PM-12)    

Acts 11pm-2am unless stated
Licensed Café ♦ Walton Street

Music & Dancing, good food, pizzas a speciality
Open 7 days: 11am - late  Tel: 311171 

PIANO   
TUE 11 

&
WED12  
THU 13 LOS HOMBRES          LATIN GUITARS

OPEN UNTIL 7PM, THEN CLOSED 
FOR PRIVATE FUNCTION.  SORRY!

VISITING PROFESSOR SEEKS 1 bedroom accom-
modation for October and November. privacy 
and quiet essential. excellent references. Can 
view in early July. Tel (001)413 534 1093 
jbrownlo@mtholyoke.edu 

ACCOMMODATION 
WANTED

HOUSES TO LET
MARK ROAD, HEADINGTON, newly refurbished 
house,near to hospitals and Brookes, available 
late June/early July. 3 double 1 single bedroom, 
suit sharing professionals, medics or family. 
£1200 pcm plus bills. Tel: 01865 254073 or 
roger@oxstay.co.uk 
SECLUDED RIVERSIDE HOUSE, fully furnished, 2 
bedrooms, ideal n/s couple. £875pcm plus coun-
cil tax. Deposit required. 01865 245563 
NICE 2 BEDROOM flat in Didcot, close to station, 
15 minutes from Oxford by train. Available imme-
diately. £550 pcm. Please call Pamela Lucas, 
01235 555536 

POETRY READING: SELECTIONS from the poetry of 
Jon Stallworthy, read by the author and others. Wolf-
son College, 16 June, 7:30 p.m. Open to public, free 
admission 

The Pillars of the Community
Oxford School of Drama Pegasus Theatre until Saturday 8th

The prospect of sitting through Ibsen on the last evening of a leisurely jubilee holiday wasn’t 
too inspiring, but once again the Pegasus Theatre in east Oxford surprised me, this time with 
a production by the visiting Oxford School of Drama.

The Pillars of the Community, is a story of clashing cultures and half-buried vengeances, and 
this alone would be an absorbing scenario. Ibsen’s characters are surprisingly 21st century: 
there is a corrupt businessman desperate to hide a huge cover-up, a neglected teenager who 
longs to be himself, labourers threatened by industrial progress and corporate power. Set in 
an isolated community founded on principles of public morality and respectability, it’s inevitable 
that the return of two former inhabitants will stir up old tensions, and the Oxford School of 
Drama bring these ever-present conflicts to life with clarity and depth.

It’s a powerful if rather ponderous plot, but it’s made into easy but stimulating viewing by 
some outstanding actors and a simple set that evokes a plain, God-fearing community very 
effectively. Director Katie Goodwin has ensured that none of the characters becomes clichéed 
by applying this understatement to the production as a whole. Adso Brown is certainly a most 
supercilious Mr Bernick - one of the so-called ‘pillars’ who turns out to be rotten to the core- 
but he is still credible. The cast is of a uniformly high standard, with Jemma Powell standing 
out as Lona, who’s returned from the Land of the Free to inspire some freedom of thought in 
the Old World. 

The energy is maintained throughout the production, and I found myself wondering right up to 
the last scene how the web of lies and rumour would be untangled, and whether revenge or 
redemption would out. This is an inspiring and thought-provoking production from a company 
who seemed to relish the challenge.

Olivia Rowland 04.06.02

Stronger- ‘Battles of Will’ 
Burton Taylor Theatre 
until Saturday 8th June

 Stronger, a selection of monologues from 
OUDS’s fi nest, features many competent and 
thoughtful actors who have obviously refl ected 
at great length about their performances.  Nev-
ertheless, something of each performance fails 
to satisfy.  Signs of unpreparedness showed 
through, not only in the occasional missed line 
(forgivable) but also in a tendency to act with-
out sympathy for the other characters on stage, 
and to fail (in some cases utterly) to achieve the 
necessary variations in tone and pace which 
are the bread and butter of characterisation, 
and thus of gripping an audience.  Whilst spo-
radically effective, characters largely failed to 
convince - moments of humour fell fl at or 
were met with confusion.

 Tom Green’s Kafi ka was thus a bold attempt 
at the telling of an African folktale, but his 
unconvincing ‘rags’ costume (a young white 
Oxford undergraduate playing an old African 
tribesman - errr… hello?) and persistent declar-
atory tone robbed a fascinating story of its 
ability to move. 

 In Nicole Scott and Gwyneth Evans’ per-
formance of Strindberg’s The Stronger, two 
decent performers failed to do themselves jus-
tice.  A monotony of tone in the speaker and 
a tendency of the actresses to act opposite 
one another, rather than with one another, 
rendered the combination of fi ne performers 
and a fi ne script ineffective.  Comic and 
tragic moments rolled into one undifferenti-
ated statement, on the part of the speaker, of 
anxious self-pity, whilst the second character’s 
laughter seemed less to be a reaction to the 
words of the fi rst than an upstaging. 

 Leander Deeny, if anyone, redeemed the 
evening both in monologue and duologue with 
some excellent timing and a fi ne sense of 
depth in his characterisation in both of his 
performances. 

 The fi nal piece, Lunch by Steven Berkoff as 
performed by Lucy Foster and Mike Tweedle, 
too, was an eminently diffi cult piece, the com-
plications of which were bravely overcome 
with conviction and competence.

 In an evening of monologues, however, we are 
entitled to expect a lot.  Where actors propose 
to entertain us single-handedly, and to charge 
us for the privilege, they need to be worth it.  
To the man in the audience whose protestation 
that my involuntary laughter during a sensitive 
moment had distracted the actor to whom I 
had ‘a responsibility’ - well, I disagree.  It was 
he who was responsible for entertaining me, 
and if his performance was suffi ciently medio-
cre to render me helpless with laughter, then it 
was he that failed and not me.

 A brief word to the wise - fans of Ibsen and 
Brecht will be disappointed to hear that this 
performance features works by neither, con-
trary to the claims of the poster.

Munzar Sharif and Andy Davies
4/6/02

PREVIEW : FILM

Would a HUGE map of 
Oxford be useful to your 
school or conference ?

Have a look at our list of maps on 
the sidebar of www.dailyinfo.co.uk 
and then call us on 553377 to 

discuss your needs.

We can do colour up to A2 
and B/W up to A0 (truly enormous).


