
BALLS!
If your college/organisation’s ball is not listed below, please email us: 

dailyinfo@dailyinfo.co.uk
 
College/Org. Date/Time/Theme      Tickets 

PEMBROKE  Friday May 9th       SOLD OUT!!
   “The Elemental Ball” 
   (earth, wind, fire & water themes)

TEDDY HALL  Saturday May 10th      £30
   “The Hall of Fame” Summer Event
   (Film-themed areas with central 
   marquee, live bands, casino, food, 
   drink & more)

BRASENOSE   Saturday May 10th  “Jungle Ball”     Dining: SOLD OUT! 
   (An evening of adventure and                          Non-dining: £55
   safari in deepest Africa. Themed                      Working tickets 
   food, drink, music & entertainment.)              available

ST PETER’S   Saturday May 17th      Dining: £75
   “Sinsation”: 7 deadly sins theme.             Non-dining: £55
THE OXFORD  Saturday May 17th       £60, £40 students
REAL TENNIS  Champagne: 7.30, Dinner on Court: 8.30,
BALL   Dancing to midnight. Black tie.
(Real Tennis 
Court, Merton)

ST. ANTONY’S  Saturday June 7th            Full dining: £45
   ”The Mile-High Ball”: From      Extended dining: £40
    Monaco to Mumbai.  Formal dinner,        Non-dining: £35
   Open bar, Congolese soukous band, 
   swing band, jazz trio, African drums, 
   fireworks, belly-dancing, casino, Martini bar, karaoke, etc. 
MAGDALEN  Friday June 27th      SOLD OUT!! 
   “3 quads encompassing music, food &          Working tickets 
   entertainment to span all genres.”      available

ORIEL   Friday June 27th  “A night of        Tickets: £75 (Ox. Uni.
   sophistication and entertainment in the        members & guests)
   beautiful setting of Oriel College”. 
  
WADHAM   Friday June 27th             £65
   Carnival theme. Dodgems, ferris wheel, 
   music & live performances. Unlimited booze!

KEBLE   Saturday June 28th      Non-dining £60 - 
   Big wheel, performers, casino,       all others SOLD OUT!
    massage harem. 

FOR FULL DETAILS OF ALL THE ABOVE BALLS, GO TO:
www.dailyinfo.co.uk/whatson/balls.html

Lebanese Restaurant
AL-SALAM

6 Park End Street, Oxford  OX1 1HH
Telephone 01865 245710

Good Food, Good Atmosphere, Open EVERY day!

 INDIAN RESTAURANT & TAKEAWAY
(FULLY LICENSED)

Excellent cuisine at reasonable prices

THE STANDARD TANDOORI

-- Opposite the Phoenix Cinema --

For bookings, tel. 553557
117 Walton St, Oxford, OX2 6AJ. 

Open 7 days - 12 - 2.30pm, 6 - 11.30pm

FOOD

ROOM WANTED
FRIENDLY CONSIDERATE FEMALE POSTGRAD seeks 
room for July, 07729618655, mewalter@wisc.edu

LARGE SELF-CONTAINED STUDIO FLAT available 1st 
June in purpose-built block, Central Summertown. 
Central heating, washer-dryer, full bathroom with 
shower, private parking space. £560pcm. Tel 01865 
512358 Email holly@kilp844.fsnet.co.uk

PONDS LANE, SOUTHMOOR: Comfortable, furnished 
4 bedroom property which includes a large living 
room over looking garden, kitchen/dining room, 
study, two bathrooms, double garage and gas cen-
tral heating. Rent TBA. Available: Summer 01865 
722277 / mark@collegeandcounty.biz

EAST OXFORD. LARGE 2 BED TERRACED HOUSE featur-
ing a living room, dining room, 2 double bedrooms. 
It also includes a bathroom with bath and shower, 
GCH. Very tidy property. Rent: £720pcm. Available 
soon. 01865 722277 mark@collegeandcounty.biz

OXFORD CITY CENTRE: ROOMS AVAILABLE, fantastic 
four storey shared house, £330pcm. For more infor-
mation see www.smallsquare.co.uk/rooms.html or 
call 07766 365837.

JERICHO: LARGE DOUBLE ROOM. Suit mature quiet 
person. Phone 07766 187036

LECKFORD ROAD. SHARED HOUSE. Student study bed-
rooms from July. Tel.514007

SANDHILLS, HEADINGTON: COSY ROOM in 4-bedroom 
house, two bathrooms, large kitchen, nice garden. 
Quiet location, convenient for buses and ring road. 
209pcm (inc tax) plus bills. (01865) 764375 evenings 
and weekends.

COWLEY ROAD HOUSESHARE, medium room, broad-
band. £270 inc. 07767 768665

HEADINGTON LARGE ROOM to share with 2 others 
in modern cosy house, large garden, parking. Close 
to bus route and Brookes. Rent £285pcm plus bills. 
07919 532797

3 ROOMS TO LET, Cowley. Sharing with 2 others. Avail-
able 5th May. 01865 514728 

SHORT LETS FOR STUDENTS. Comfortable furnished 
houses mostly in Jericho with TV, video, ‘phone, com-
puter & utilities included. From April 16 to September 
25. £60 for weekly leases and £360 for monthly 
leases. Call 01865 201132

ROOM IN LOVELY big house, Headington. Female preferred. 
01865 762496 
ABINGDON HOUSESHARE: FUN? Easy-going? Need a room? 
Email: Abingdon_Houseshare@hotmail.com 
BEST DOUBLE ROOM in Jericho, £438 pcm excl, 557292 
DOUBLE ROOM RECENTLY decorated £330pcm 
TEL:(01865)427079/07759835932 
LARGE ROOM IN Cowley for July2003, 300Pound, 
enderspaul@hotmail.com 
2 NICE ROOMS BOTLEY ROAD friendly prof houseshare 
adelewest@alamy.com 01865209219 
CUMNOR HILL DOUBLE, £275s or £500d, available 24th 
dongkainan@hotmail.com 
HEADINGTON, FANTASTIC, REFURBISHED houseshare. From 
£230pw plus bills. Ox726755 judy.crompton2@btinternet.com 
EAST OXFORD ROOM friendly shared house 
DivinityRoad@hotmail.com for more info 
BIG ROOM, central, pref gay male free_299@hotmail.com 
SINGLE ROOM IN central Summertown on Banbury Road. 
01865553325 07786380959 
STUNNING HOUSE JERICHO. £360 excl. from July. 
07930-554479. 
WEST OXFORD ROOM in shared House £265pcm 
tim_mead@hotmail.com or 456145 
SMALL SINGLE ROOM, centrol Headington, aval 3 rd 
Jun,£240.07733266984 
LARGE DOUBLE ROOM, near summertown 
center,430/m,07717324727 
LIGHT EAST OXFORD room. Available now. £320pcm. Phone Viv 
01865716717 
NICE ROOM. FRIENDLY clean house. 230 plus bills 07905337690 
carrre2000@yahoo.co.uk 
ROOM RANDOLPH ST. Tesco cowley rd. £270pcm bills 
07796313437 
SINGLE ROOM PROF n/s house Cowley £280pm 01865424953 
evenings 
LOVELY ROOMS, OXFORD. Single £255pcm, double £350pcm. Tel 
07876653465 
MARSTON(E3) 2 CLEAN rooms. Quiet non-smokers. £265 & 
£233pcm s.l.c@virgin.net 
CUMNOR HILL DOUBLE room £275s £550d , avail 24th, 01235 
772490 
GREAT ROOM FOR young professional - East Oxford £285. 
07899795873 
TWO ROOMS WITNEY 01993 776943 
GRANDPONT: 2 ROOMS with prof ns. 300pcm. Available June. 
07941539503 
NICE DOUBLE ROOM, friendly house, Iffley Rd. £290pm 
01865203397 gcf1000@yahoo.co.uk 
LITTLEMORE - LARGE room, available NOW! £350pcm (bills 
included) ncross@uk.swetsblackwell.com 
SUNNY DOUBLE IN spacious Jericho house £438pcm 557292 
A NICE ROOM AVAILABLE ON LAKE Str, 01/06-28 8 
sarandismarinakis@hotmail.com 
SUMMERTOWN. NICE BRIGHT ROOM. FRIENDLY clean flat. 
£319pcm david_eaton44@hotmail.com 
CAR PARK TO let behind WestGate SC 100£ hrsolla@yahoo.es 
07986849032 
ROOMS AVAILABLE MARSTON 15mins from centre £250 01865-242 
993 
MORRELL AVENUE postgraduate student houseshare ASAP til 
July 233pcm eccles@atm.ox.ac.uk 
WITNEY LOVELY DOUBLEROOM suit professional female N/S Tel 
07754893389 

Displayed at over 500 points from the station to Headington and Folly Bridge to Summertown - all colleges, departments and language schools.
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Oxford’s

Odeon George Street 
0870 5050007

THE JUNGLE BOOK 2 (U)          Daily: 12.30, 3.00, 5.15 
Mowgli’s back for more adventures
WELCOME TO COLLINWOOD (15) Daily: 3.30, 6.30, 9.00 
George Clooney’s story of inept robbers. See review at 
dailyinfo.co.uk
25TH HOUR(15) Daily: 8.00 
Spike Lee’s latest, love it or hate it.. See review at 
dailyinfo.co.uk
SEEING DOUBLE(PG) Daily: 1.00 
S Club in full effect.
PHONE BOOTH (15)       Daily: 1.30*, 3.45*, 6.15*, 8.45* 
Don’t ever be bad... or answer the ‘phone. See review at 
dailyinfo.co.uk
X-MEN 2 (12A) Daily: 1.15, 4.30, 7.45 
They’re, erm, back. See review, right
HOW TO LOSE A GUY IN 10 DAYS (12A)                               

Daily: 12.00*, 2.45*, 5.30*, 8.30* 
...it’s trickier when he’s got a bet on making you fall in 
love with him...
JOHNNY ENGLISH (PG)  Daily: 12.45, 3.15, 5.45, 8.15 
Rowan Atkinson in spy spoof thriller. See review at 
dailyinfo.co.uk
SENIOR SCREEN: DIE ANOTHER DAY(12A) 

Wed: 10.45* 
Come in Mr Bond..... Over 55s only. See review at 
dailyinfo.co.uk

Odeon Magdalen Street 
0870 5050007

X-MEN 2 (12A) Daily: 1.45, 5.00, 8.15 
They’re, erm, back. See review, right
DREAMCATCHER(15) Daily: 1.00, 4.30, 8.00 
Ravenous space worms... See review at dailyinfo.co.uk

Phoenix Picture House 512526
LILJA 4-EVER (18)   Thurs: 4.30, 9.00, 11.30pm
The youth of Russia. See review at dailyinfo.co.uk
OXDOX: PANI Z UKRAINI / THE WAY IT IS / THE SIS-
TERS (12A)                 Thu: Films at 1.30, 2.00 & 3.15; 

Q&A following each 
Eastern european life in close-up. Post-fi lm Q&A with 
director Pawel Lozinski
OXDOX: FOOTPRINTS (12A)          Thu: 4.30, Q&A 5.15 
The effect of cluster bombs on people & landscape. Post 
fi lm Q&A with director Ben Hopkins
OXDOX: CLOWN IN KABUL(15)     Thu: 6.15, Q&A 7.15 
‘Clown doctors’ take ‘smile therapy’ to Afghan paediatric 
hospitals. Post fi lm Q&A with directors Enzo Balestrieri 
& Stefano Moser
OXDOX: DANCE GROZNY DANCE (12A)          Thu: 8.15, 

Q&A 9.30. 
Children’s dance troupe from ravaged Chechnya on 
European tour. Post fi lm Q&A with camerawoman Masja 
Novikov. (NB the troupe will perform @ the Town Hall 
on June 26)

OXDOX: LESSONS OF DARKNESS (15)         Thu: 
10.30-11.30 

The burning of Kuwait’s oil fi elds. 

Magdalen College Auditorium 
OXDOX: FRONTIERS OF DREAMS AND FEARS (12A)
              Thu: 7.30-8.30 
2 Palestinian refugee girls journey to the borders of exile.

Ultimate Picture Palace 245288
TWO WEEKS’ NOTICE (12A)                             Daily: 7.00pm
Sandra Bullock and Hugh Grant.
GANGS OF NEW YORK(18) Daily: 9.00pm 
Scorsese’s epic. See review at dailyinfo.co.uk

* = Wheelchair Access

CINEMA
 Until Thurs 8th May

Oxford Playhouse 305305 
MRS WARREN’S PROFESSION   Tue 6th - Sat 10th
Daily: 7.30pm  Fri: 2.30, 8.00  Thu & Sat: 2.30, 7.30 

Bernard Shaw’s controversial comedy

Burton Taylor Theatre 305350
THE HOUSE OF BERNARDA ALBA       Tue 6th - Sat 

10th: 7.30pm 
Three generations of tragically frustrated women. 
£5/£4. See review, above right
THE BALD PRIMA DONNA            Tue 6th - Sat 10th 

Daily: 9.30pm 
Double-Dutch Productions present Ionesco’s anti-
play. £5/£4

Old Fire Station Theatre 297170
THE RIVALS             Tue 6th - Sat 10th  7.30pm, plus 

Sat mat: 2.30pm
ODG Productions with Sheridan’s comedy of love & 
manners. £8.50/£6.50. See review, above

The Apollo Oxford 0870 6063500
PAUL YOUNG Fri 9: 7.30pm 

Classic hits & new material. £15-£17.50

THEATRE
 Until Thurs 8th May

BANDS, DISCOS, LIGHTS
DISCO PA & LIGHTING EQUIPMENT: hire 
and sales. 118 Cowley Rd. 01865 722027. 

DISCOS, KARAOKES AND EQUIPMENT 
HIRE: Dave Seamer Entertainments, 
(01865) 240054

BANDS, DISCO, KARAOKE, equipment 
hire, from ODS. 01865 736660

MEETINGS/LECTURES
GERMAN FOSSIL SITES / A talk by Dr Hazel McGoff 
(Reading Uni.) for the Abingdon Anglo-German club. 
Donation. Info: 01235 533887 / 7.30pm / Abbey Chapel, 
Chequer Walk, Abingdon

OXDOX: MASTERCLASS WITH DIRECTOR SERGEI 
DVORTSEVOI / Part of Oxford Documentary Film Fes-
tival / 6-7pm / Magdalen College Auditorium, Longwall 
St

SIMON JONES MEMORIAL CAMPAIGN PRESEN-
TATION / Video & talk on the dangers of labour casu-
alisation with mother of young docker killed at work / 
7.30pm / St John’s College, St Giles

OED FORUM / ‘Where do lexicographers come from?’ 
With Michael Rundell. Free / 5pm / Rewley House, 
1,Wellington Square; Tel: 270380

THOUGHTS ON THE MIDDLE EAST QUESTION / 
With Oliver Miles CMG, of the Foreign and Common-
wealth Offi ce / 5.30pm / Grandpont House, Over Folly 
Bridge, fi rst entrance after Hertford Graduates

WHAT’S ON  *  JOBS  * ACCOMMODATION 

 ROOMS TO LET

JOBS OFFERED        

OPEN MIC NIGHT / Mars Entertainments presents 
Delicious music. Free (band bookings call 07876 
184623 / 07989 028522) / 9pm-1am / The Green, Pen-
nyfarthing Place, By Sainsbury’s in the centre.

LIVE ACOUSTIC NIGHT / Solo or duo acts send your 
demo to Martin or Hog NOW! / Phoenix PIcture House, 
57 Walton Street - (Ox) 512526 

THE MONROE TRANSFER / Funky Blues / 11pm-2am 
/ Freud’s, Walton St; Tel: 311171

ROCKIT-DIATRIBE/EVERYWHEN / Kick ass Rock n 
Roll form Diatribe, alt rock from Everywhen £4 / 8pm 
for live bands, club session 10-2am / The Cellar , 
Frewin Court, off Cornmarket; Tel: 01865 244761

GILAD ATZMON’S ORIENT HOUSE / award winning, 
totally cool sax man £7£5 / doors open 8.15; band on 
9 / The Spin@The Wheatsheaf, Wheatsheaf Alley, 129 
High Street; Tel: 243276

THE MASON’S COMEDY CLUB / Headlining: Steve 
Best. Support: Hils Barker, Juliet Myers. Compere: 
Silky! £5/£4 / 8.30pm for 9pm start / The Mason’s 
Arms, Quarry School Place, Headington; Tel: 764579

KING ADORA / SAINT ROSE / TART FUEL / Down-
stairs; 14yrs 7-10pm; £7/£8 (inc. Sabotage after) / 7pm 
/ The Zodiac, 190 Cowley Road; Tel: 420042

KTB / Oxford-based young folk / pop singer-songwriter-
guitarist. £2 / Live @ Modern Art Oxford / Thursdays @ 
5.45pm / www.ocmevents.org / info@ocmevents.org

GIGS

EVER BEEN TOLD YOU TALK TOO MUCH?
We pay good money for your skills! 

We are currently looking for enthusiastic, target driven 
people to work on varied telemarketing/sales projects

ALL EUROPEAN LANGUAGES REQUIRED
ENGLISH SPEAKERS URGENTLY 

We offer £7.15-£8.20 p/h (incl. holiday entitlement) 
(temp or temp- perm)   Full training provided
Hours to suit (between hours of 8am-5.30pm)

E-mail your CV to recruitment@advanced-alchemy.com
or contact Julia or Marlies on 01869 363700

For more information 
www.advanced-alchemy.com

 46 MORE 
Houses/Flats To Let on 

www.dailyinfo.co.uk

STUDENT LIST
A few remaining, conveniently located and well 

presented properties, mainly for four persons 
sharing, over the 2003-04 academic year.
For further details, or to arrange viewing,

contact Pearce Alder & Co, 01865 246502 
pearcealderco@talk21.com

 SERVICES OFFERED
SEMI-RETIRED PLUMBER for work within Oxford-
shire. Phone 07766 187036

GARDENER, EXPERIENCED. Call David: 01865 510412 

VANOLOGY REMOVAL SERVICE. Reasonable rates. 
Local and long distance. Reliable. 01865-243609. 
vanology@go.com

BIG OR SMALL WE SHIP IT ALL: also 24-hour photo-
copying, private mailing addresses (24-hour access 
and forwarding worldwide), binding, fax bureau and 
much more. Mail Boxes Etc. Summertown 01865 
514655, Headington 01865 741729 

12 MORE 
JOBS OFFERED on 

www.dailyinfo.co.uk
COMPUTERS 

FOR SALE/ HELP
SURPLUS COMPUTERS & 
PERIPHERALS available. Visit 
www.rentware.info for details.

PCFIXIT. No fix, no pay. Free 
consultation. Ring 01865243609. 
pcfixit@go.com

RENT AN IMAC with printer from £45.00/month, 
iBook from £65.00/month. www.macfaction.co.uk / 
01865 764091.

OXFORD MACINTOSH SOLUTIONS Ltd for all your 
Apple Macintosh Sales Services and Support. 0871 
7170000 www.omsuk.com

 45 MORE 
Computers For Sale on 

www.dailyinfo.co.uk

THEATRE REVIEW

HUTTON PARKER 
PROPERTY MANAGEMENT
Selection of professional & student 

accommodation
Please call for further details:

(01865) 728999
1,2 and 3 bedroom properties

 in Bicester from £460
2 bedroom flats in City Centre 

and Cowley from £775

4 Bedroom house in Cowley £895
3,4,5,6,7 bedroom student properties

 in East Oxford

HOTEL CLEANER REQUIRED, City Centre. Sat & Sun 
ONLY. 10am-2pm, £5.27/hour plus bonus. Call: 
727275

 22 MORE 
Services Offered on 
www.dailyinfo.co.uk

www.dailyinfo.co.uk:
Oxford’s No.1 for Accommodation / Entertainment /Jobs

 75 MORE 
Rooms/Houses/Flats 

Wanted on 
www.dailyinfo.co.uk

Heather House
It’s welcoming, comfortable, clean & close 

to the High Street (10 min. walk).
Bed & Breakfast from £30 per person 

per night. Parking available. 
Tel. 01865 249757

EXHIBITIONS

Christ Church Picture Gallery  

Entrance via Canterbury Gate / Oriel Square.
Open: Mon-Sat 10.30-1.00, 2.00-4.30. Sun 2.00-4.30  Tel. 276172

Ornamentation: Drawings for the 
Decorative Arts (April 30 - July 27)

Selections from the permanent graphic art collection,
featuring the designs of Giulio Romano 

 104 MORE 
Rooms To Let on 

www.dailyinfo.co.uk

COMING

HOUSES/FLATS TO LET

HOUSE WANTED
WANTED: 3 BEDROOM UNFURNISHED HOUSE on the 
waterways / canalside developments from June for 
minimum of 12 months. Tel 0781 451 0492

BODLEY ROAD, EAST OXFORD: New 4 bed detached 
house built to very high spec. Includes GCH, double 
glazing, off street parking for 2 vehicles, small 
paved back garden. The house comprises entrance 
hall with WC, under stairs storage, kitchen/dining 
area, living room with bay windows. 1st floor: 2 
double bedrooms, 1 single, bathroom with shower. 
2nd Floor: Master bedroom with en-suite shower, 
built in wardrobe. Rent £1250. Available June. 01865 
722277 / info@collegeandcounty.biz

 OPENING THE  ORBIT
The Microcosmic Orbit is the collective name 
for your two most important energy channels,

 which run up the spine & down the front of the body.
The joining and activation of these channels produces

 important health benefi ts, including increased resistance to 
stress and illness and a heightened level of vitality.

This is the energy which is balanced by acupuncture,
except here you do it yourself, without needles.

Movements to open the orbit will be taught :
 Sunday May 11th, 11am-3pm, 

St Phillip & St James School, Leckford Rd.
 £15, £10 concs. Beginners very welcome.

Details from  432901, or www.healingtaooxford.co.uk

FUTURE OF FOLK. Jim Moray (vocals, guitar, laptop). 
Modern Art Oxford, 5.45pm, Thursday 8th May. Tick-
ets £2. Ballads arranged and intepreted by BBC 
Young Folk Artist. ‘Startingly engaging’- Time Out

THE OXFORD SINFONIA. SATURDAY 10TH MAY, 8PM. 
Handel: Arrival of Queen of Sheba; Bach: Branden-
burg No. 2; Barber: Adagio; Zelenka: Trio; Mussorg-
sky: Pictures (brass ensemble). University Church. 
Tickets £9(£6) 07775 904626 / on door.

OXFORD INFORMATION

BALL CRASHING ADVICE

 HOLIDAYS
TAHITI. VILLA BY THE SEA with three bedrooms & 
use of car. £300 per week. Available June 12 - August 
15. For information: Sylvie Maurer maurer@upf.pf 

TUITION OFFERED
ENGLISH LANGUAGE TUITION. Cambridge / IELTS 
exams. Writing skills. Thesis checking. 728698 

 35 MORE 
‘Tuition’ on 

www.dailyinfo.co.uk

Anyone interested in beautiful clothes, 
devastating wit and wild romantic con-
fusion should this week be watching The 
Rivals, Sheridan’s simple story of just how 
much trouble some people get into when 
falling in love.  The performance opens 
with music, caricatures and candlelight 
courtesy of a wildly lurching candelabra; 
the Eighteenth Century, drawn in broad 
strokes.
It takes a moment to tune into the lan-
guage, but the themes (lovers crossed, 
mistaken identities, abortive duels) are 

by Richard 
Brinsley Sheridan
Old Fire Station 
until Sat 10th

so familiar and the acting so exuberant that confusion 
is impossible, except where the plot demands it. Young 
lovers Jack (irrepressible coat-swishing charm from Anthony 
Wilks) and Lydia (Amy Jackson, positively bursting with 
romantic verve) are trying to keep love alive in a 
world of arranged marriages and overbearing relatives; 
Faulkland (Matt Addis), gloriously foppish and brimming with 

sensibility, and 
Julia (Olivia 
Grant) have 
their elders’ 
blessings but 
fi nd it impossi-
ble to be sure 
of each other. 
Add romantic 
rivals in the 
form of bois-
trous, country-
dance obsessed 
Acres (Tim 
Younger) and the 
broad and ridiculous 
Lucius O’Trigger 
(David Guthrie) and the scene is set 
for a nicely complicated path to hap-
piness. 
ODT is a company which brings together 
older and younger actors, giving us 
both a proper boy in Leo Oakes and a 
pleasurable depth to the older roles. 
Alex Nicholls plays Jack’s dirty old 
father with gleeful, eye-popping relish, 
and Sheila McKean is perfectly proper 
as the fatuous, fantastic Mrs Mala-
prop. Watch out also for a deliciously 
avaricious Cathy Oakes, and Geoff 
Baker making a thoroughly disreputa-
ble impression as Jack’s servant and 
go-between, Fag. If the endless ago-
nising over true romance seems some-
what silly, this is (at least partly) the 
point; so follow the lead of the mock-
ery of their elders, and have a good 
laugh at just how ridiculous love truly 
can be!

Jeremy Dennis, 06.05.03

Written in 1936, this was to be Lorca’s last work, and - 
despite being quite different in style to his earlier works - it 
is considered to be one of his best. The story is of a group 
of women in a Spanish village trying to cope with the pres-

The House of Bernarda Alba
By Federico Garcia Lorca.  Burton Taylor theatre until Sat 10th

THEATRE REVIEW

sures of religion and family, and it is ably told by this cast.
We first meet the characters on the day of their father’s funeral. Bernarda 
is the mother of five daughters, all of whom are kept apart from the rest of 
society by the their mother’s small-town catholic morals. Most of what they 
know of the outside world they have learned through gossiping with the 
maids. The only way out that they have is to marry, if they can find someone 
who Bernarda sees as worthy. When the eldest daughter is engaged to be 
married, tensions flare up among the sisters as each of them unleashes their 
feelings which have too long been held in check. 

The staging and direction is sparse throughout the production, the characters wearing black or white (with only one notable exception), 
the walls showing little decoration. Much of the action of the play happens offstage; in fact no male character so much as makes an 
appearance, despite Pepe’s actions being central to the story. We are left to hear everything second-hand, at a distance, echoing the 
situation in which the daughters find themselves in the house. Bernarda places more importance on the neighbours and what they might 
think than on the feelings and needs of the people that live under the her roof. 

All of the actresses play their roles well, Lucy Atkinson in particular bringing energy to 
a difficult role and Ellia Taylor managing to make the 60 year old Poncia believable. The 
production manages to reach a poignant and believable climax (I will admit that they had 
me on the brink of tears).
The only problem that I had with this production was a personal one, relating to 
translation. Having lived in Spain for several years and read some of Lorca’s works 

in the original language, it was occasion-
ally grating to hear what should have been 
poetic, peculiarly Spanish speech patterns 
and rhythms performed by characters not 
totally ‘in sync’ with this culture. Not eve-
ryone will notice, but for me it was the only 
taint on an otherwise impressive perform-
ance.

Keith Ibsen, 06.05.03

WANNABE PR?

Bright ambitious level-headed graduate 
required to join new PR company in 

Oxfordshire. Good writer, communicator 
and plate spinner needed. Immediate start.

Call Angie on 07889 209950 and email CV
to angie.moxham@btopenworld.com

ASSISTANT WELFARE OFFICER needed at Oxford Eng-
lish Centre late May to September. Details from 
Oxford English Centre, 66 Banbury Road, Oxford. 
01865 516162


