
REGULAR COMPUTER FAIRS IN 
OXFORD. Huge savings on everything. 
www.afm96.co.uk
PCFIXIT. No fix, no pay. Free con-
sultation. Ring 01865243609. 
pcfixit@go.com

RENT AN IMAC with printer from 
£45.00/month, iBook from £65.00/month. www.mac-
faction.co.uk / 01865 764091.

OXFORD MACINTOSH SOLUTIONS Ltd for all your 
Apple Macintosh Sales Services and Support. 0871 
7170000 www.omsuk.com
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Tues 9th
HAFLA / The Oxford University Middle Eastern Dance 
Society / Upstairs 8-11pm / £3 adv/NUS £4 door / The 
Zodiac, 190 Cowley Road; Tel: 420042 / www.the-
zodiac.co.uk
BUCK 65 / Downstairs 8.00pm - 11pm. £6 adv £7 dr 
/ The Zodiac, 190 Cowley Road; Tel: 420042 / www.
the-zodiac.co.uk
XAVIER / Jazz Pianist / 11pm - 2am / Freud’s, Walton 
St; Tel: 311171
POP TARTS / Weekly gay night / Dj Marky Mark from 
Popstarz in London / 8pm-2am / www.pop-tarts.co.uk 
/ Baby Love, 3 King Edwards Street (off the High 
Street)

Wed 10th
LIVE JAZZ AT CHESTER’ S ARMS / Luis D’Agostino 
Trio / Special guest; Mark Ramsden on saxes / 8.30pm 
/ Free Admission / Chester Arms, Chester St, off Iffl ey 
Road
CATWEAZLE CLUB / The Catweazle Club, Oxford’s 
acoustic performance space, for music, poetry, story 
and song, now in its ninth magical year. £3.50 / 8.30pm 
/ Northgate Hall. St Michael’s St
KARL DEMATA / Blues Guitar / 11pm - 2am / Freud’s. 
Walton St; Tel: 311171
DONUT KINGS BIG BAND / The notorius talented 
student big band play Funk, Latin, Swing / 8pm till late 
/ £5/£4 / www.donutkings.co.uk / Backroom @ The 
Bully, 162 Cowley Road; Tel: 244516
CLIENT + A SCHOLAR + A PHYSICIAN + MORE / [£6 
adv £7 door inc admission and readmission to Trashy 
club after till 2am] / 8pm / The Zodiac, 190 Cowley 
Road; Tel: 420042 / www.the-zodiac.co.uk

GIGS

HOUSES & FLATS TO LET

Tues 9th

CENTRE FOR BRAZILIAN STUDIES SEMINAR 
/ Brazil and the FTAA / 5pm / Centre for Brazilian 
Studies
SOMERVILLE COLLEGE: DOROTHY HODG-
KIN MEMORIAL LECTURE / G6PD defi ciency 
and 40 years’ progress for biological structures / 
5pm / Drinks reception to follow at 6pm / University 
Museum of Natural History
ARTS OF THE RENAISSANCE / Lunchtime Gallery 
Talks / 1.15-2pm / £1.50 / Booking essential / Ash-
molean Museum. Beaumont Street / Tel: 278000; 
Fax: 278018 / www.ashmol.ox.ac.uk
OXFORD UEHIRO CENTRE PRACTICAL ETHICS: 
CHOOSING CHILDREN: GENES DISABILITY AND 
DESIGN / Professor Jonathan Glover / 4.30pm / Tel 
286888 / Examination Schools
CURRENT ISSUES IN SOCIAL POLICY SEMINAR 
SERIES / Bristol: Taking care to market: what does 
it mean? / 5pm / Department of Social Policy and 
Social Work
MEDIEVAL NORWICH IN 21ST C. / archaeology 
and the urban landscape - Brian Ayres / OU Archae-
ological Society / 8pm, non-members £2 / www.
geocities.com/ouarchsoc/ / Institute of Archaeology
FACULTY OF MUSIC: GRADUATE COLLOQUIUM 
/ The foundations of Mozart scholarship / 5.15pm / 
Faculty of Music
WOLFSON COLLEGE LECTURES 2004: BUB-
BLES PHYSICAL AND METAPHYSICAL / Fore-
casting volcanic eruptions / 6pm / Tel. 274013 / 
Wolfson College, Linton Rd; Tel: 01865 274100
OXFORD COUNCIL OF CHRISTIANS AND JEWS 
/ ‘More Jewish roots of the Christian Eucharist?’ with 
Bishop Basil of Sergievo / 8pm / Friends’ Meeting 
House. 43 St Giles; Tel: 01865 557373
RESPECT: OXFORD LAUNCH MEETING / Join the 
new coalition to challenge New Labour - for Peace & 
Democracy / ‘Respect’: The Unity Coalition / 7.30pm 
/ Admission free / Asian Cultural Centre, Manzil 
Way

Wed 10th

IBN SAHULA’S ‘MESHAL HAQADMONI’: A 
FAILED EDUCATIONAL ENDEAVOUR / Professor 
Raphael Loewe, University College London / Oxford 
Centre for Hebrew and Jewish Studies / 8pm / Yarn-
ton Manor, Yarnton, Oxford OX5 1PY; Tel: 377946; 
Fax: 375079
INTRODUCTION TO THE TRADESCANT COL-
LECTION / Lunchtime Gallery Talks / 1.15 - 2pm 
/ £1.50. Booking essential / Ashmolean Museum, 
Beaumont Street / Tel: 278000; Fax: 278018 / www.
ashmol.ox.ac.uk
AN INTRODUCTION TO THE CHINESE SILK 
EXHIBITION / 1.15 - 2pm / £1.50 / Booking essen-
tial / Ashmolean Museum. Beaumont Street / Tel: 
278000; Fax: 278018 / www.ashmol.ox.ac.uk
2 O’CLOCK TALK / A biographical description of Dr 
John Radcliffe by Valerie Thompson / SMI support 
group, cost £1 / Doors open 1.45 for 2pm start. / St 
Margaret’s Institute, Polstead Road
LECTURE BY PASCAL LAMY / Is the European 
Union an economic superpower? / 5.00pm / Admis-
son free / Nissan Lecture Theatre, St Antony’s Col-
lege, Woodstock Road
FRIENDS OF PITT RIVERS MUSEUM LECTURE / 
The Spring New Year: the seasonal landmarks in the 
Zoroastrian calendar / 6.15pm / Visitors welcome 
(£2). Refreshments 5.45pm / Pitt Rivers Research 
Centre, 64 Banbury Road
REFUGEE STUDIES CENTRE PUBLIC SEMINAR 
/ The implications of humanitarian and military inter-
vention for war-affected and displaced populatons in 
Sri Lanka / 5pm / Queen Elizabeth House
VISUAL AND MATERIAL CULTURES OF MING 
CHINA, 1368-1644 / Remnant subjects: the after-
lives of Ming visual and material culture / 5pm / Saïd 
Business School. Park End Street / www.sbs.ox.ac.
uk
ESPERANTO / Jarkunveno - Annual General Meet-
ing. / 7.45pm / 36, Stockmore St

MEETINGS & LECTURES

BANDS, DISCOS, LIGHTS
DISCO PA & LIGHTING EQUIPMENT: hire 
and sales. 118 Cowley Rd. 01865 722027. 

DISCOS, KARAOKES AND EQUIPMENT 
HIRE: Dave Seamer Entertainments,  
 (01865) 240054

BANDS, DISCO, KARAOKE, equipment 
hire, from ODS. 01865 736660

Displayed at over 400 points from the station to Headington and Folly Bridge to Summertown - all colleges, departments and language schools.

Part of North Oxford Property Services

Largest selection of quality 
student property in Oxford

COMING

“JUST LET GO”, healing meditation / chi kung with 
Burgs. Friday March 12th, Yoga Garden, Summer-
town. 7.00 - 9.30pm, £10. Enquiries to Simon on 
516988 or burgsinoxford@hotmail.com

Win two tickets to see MacBeth for 
Kids at the New Theatre, 18th March 

(10.30am or 1.30pm)!
Send your answer to the question 
below to macbeth@dailyinfo.co.uk
(the winner will be randomly selected from 
all those with the correct answer at midnight 

on Thurs March 11):
By what alternative name is ‘MacBeth’ 

known in theatrical circles?
 ---------------------------------------------

IF YOU HAVE A GOOD OFFER, 
WHY NOT AUCTION IT or 

RUN IT AS A COMPETITION ON 
www.dailyinfo.co.uk?

CALL US ON OX. 553377 / EMAIL 
auction@dailyinfo.co.uk

COMPETITIONS ON 
www.dailyinfo.co.uk

 

CINEMA
 Until Thu 11th March

Phoenix Picture House 512526
21 GRAMS (15)                                   Daily: 1.20, 3.50, 6.20, 8.50 

plus Thu: 11.20pm 
Revenge drama.
ORPHEE (PG)       Tue & Wed: 1.10, 5.00, 7.00 Thu: 1.10, 5.00 
Cocteau’s version of classical myth.
OSAMA (12A) Tue-Thu: 3.10, 9.00 
Disguising daughter from the Taliban
UMM KULTHUM: A VOICE LIKE EGYPT 

Thu: Egyptian food from 6.30, dancing from 7.15pm
With live act by the Wolfson Middle Eastern Dance Society
INTERMISSION (18) Thu: 11.20pm
Black comedy from Ireland

Odeon George Street 0870 5050007
21 GRAMS (15) Daily: 2.30, 5.30, 8.15
Revenge drama.
BIG FISH (PG) Tue-Thu: 1.45 
Tim Burton Fantasy
LOST IN TRANSLATION (15)        Daily: 3.50, 6.15, 8.55
Thoughtful RomComDrama with Bill Murray & Scarlett Johansson*
SCHOOL OF ROCK (PG) Tue-Thu: 3.10, 5.45, 8.30
Teaching imposter turns class into band.
TORQUE (15) Daily: 2.15, 4.45, 7.00, 9.10
Biker gang crime thriller
UPTOWN GIRLS (12A)          Daily: 1.30, 3.45, 6.30, 8.45
Nanny and charge bond.
Senior Screen : SEABISCUIT (PG)           Wed: 10.30am
Inspiring horse story

Ozone Multiplex (0870 444 3030)
ALONG CAME POLLY (12A)               Daily: 1.15, 3.15, 5.15, 

7.15, 9.15
Ben Stiller & Jennifer Aniston in (allegedly dull) tale of risk-
taking
DOGVILLE (15)  Tue-Thu: 1.00, 4.30, 8.00
Nicole Kidman on the run from gangsters in sleepy 1930s 
town
GIRL WITH A PEARL EARRING (12A)  Tue-Thu: 1.35, 6.35
Colin Firth is Vermeer to Scarlett Johansson’s Girl *
TORQUE (15) Daily: 1.05, 3.05, 5.15, 7.25, 9.30
Biker gang crime thriller
LORD OF THE RINGS: THE RETURN OF THE KING (12A)   

Daily: 12.00, 4.00, 7.45
Contains intense battle violence and horror scenes *
LOST IN TRANSLATION (15)       Tue-Thu: 4.25, 9.20 
Thoughtful RomComDrama w/ Bill Murray & Scarlett Johansson *
LOVE ACTUALLY (15)      Daily: 1.30, 8.45 
Romantic comedy of “4 weddings” type.* 
MYSTIC RIVER (15) Daily: 3.45, 8.45
Clint Eastwood’s oscar winning directorial effort
SCHOOL OF ROCK (PG)  Daily: 11.30, 2.00, 4.30, 7.00, 9.25
Teaching imposter turns class into band.
THE DREAMERS (18)           Daily: 1.15, 3.50, 6.25, 9.00
Bertolucci’s erotic drama set in 1960s Paris. 
THE MISSING (15) Daily: 11.45, 2.45, 5.45, 8.45
Tommy Lee Jones & Cate Blanchett in reconciliation costume 
drama*

Odeon Magdalen St (0870 5050007)
ALONG CAME POLLY (12A)  Daily: 2.10, 4.20, 6.30, 8.40 
Ben Stiller & Jennifer Aniston in tale of risk-taking
SOMETHING’S GOTTA GIVE (12A)               Tue & Wed: 

2.35, 5.30
Jack Nicholson & Diane Keaton*
THE MISSING (15) Tue & Wed: 2.35, 5.30
Tommy Lee Jones & Cate Blanchett in reconciliation costume drama*
MONA LISA SMILE (12A) Thu: 2.45, 5.45, 8.15
Dead Poets Society for girls*

Ultimate Picture Palace (245288)
BREATHLESS (PG) Daily: 6.45
Original French version
LORD OF THE RINGS: THE RETURN OF THE KING (12A)  

Tue-Thu: 8.30
Contains intense battle violence and horror scenes *

* Review on www.dailyinfo.co.uk

JOBS OFFERED

ROOMS TO LET

AUTHENTIC GREEK-CYPRIOT RESTAURANT
272 BANBURY ROAD, SUMMERTOWN

Tel. OXFORD 511472 / 316983

 INDIAN RESTAURANT & TAKEAWAY
(FULLY LICENSED)

Excellent cuisine at reasonable prices

THE STANDARD TANDOORI

-- Opposite the Phoenix Cinema --

For bookings, tel. 553557
117 Walton St, Oxford, OX2 6AJ. 

Open 7 days - 12 - 2.30pm, 6 - 11.30pm

FOOD

LOADS MORE Restaurants,  
reviews & menus on 
www.dailyinfo.co.uk

 

BMW Group Plant, Cowley 
01865 245745

THE WINTER’S TALE                 Until April 3rd 2004.
Daily: Mon-Sat: 7.30pm. Sat matinees: Mar 13, 20, 27 

& Apr 3: 3pm. No shows Sun.
Creation Theatre Company presents. £6.50-£18.50; 
concs available.*
New Theatre, Oxford 0870 6063500
OXFORD SCOUT AND GUIDE GANG SHOW 2004   

Mon 8-Fri 12: 7.15pm Sat 12: 2pm, 7pm
A variety show for all the family. £4.50-£9

Burton Taylor Theatre 305305
THE GLASS MENAGERIE BY TENNESSEE WILLIAMS       

Tue 9 - Sat 13: 7.30pm
Fading southern belle tries to obtain happiness for her 
wayward children. £6/£5

Oxford Playhouse 305305
THREE SISTERS                                          Wed 10: 7.30 

Thu 11, Sat 13: 2.30, 7.30 Fri 12: 8pm
Christopher Hampton’s version of Chekhov. £7-£12

Old Fire Station Theatre 297170
THE WHITE DEVIL        Tue 9 - Sat 13. Daily: 7.30pm  
      Sat mat: 2.30pm
Poisoned Skull Productions present Webster. £5.50-
£8.50

The Theatre at Headington, 
Headington School  759138

STUDENTS OF RIDLEY COLLEGE, ONTARIO 
PRESENT PHOENIX RISING  Thu 11: 7.30pm
Boy becomes man. FREE! Booking essential

* Review on www.dailyinfo.co.uk

GOING HOME? Got a lot of luggage / personal 
effects / papers? Don’t pay airline prices. Don’t lug it 
through airports and stations. U.K services available 
as well as foreign destinations. We can ship your 
personal effects back home at a fraction of the cost 
of airline excess baggage prices, and with none of 
the hassle. R.M. baggage services. Ring freephone 
0800 018  4268
ALEXANDER TECHNIQUE LESSONS, central Oxford 
and Headington. Student rates. Tel; 01865-765511. 
s.c@btinternet.com   www.oxat.net
VANOLOGY REMOVAL SERVICE. Reasonable rates. 
Local and long distance. Reliable. 01865-243609. 
vanology@go.com
BIG OR SMALL WE SHIP IT ALL. 50% discount on 
packaging materials to all students who ship with 
us, free pick up in Oxford. Mail Boxes Etc., Summer-
town 01865 514655, Headington 01865 741729
STRESSED ABOUT EXAMS?  Procrastinating? Stress 
management, revision skills; 6-week class, Begins 
29/4/04. £45. email: stressawareness@onetel.net.uk 

 SERVICES OFFERED

SUPERB STUDENT HOUSE to let near Folly Bridge. 
Six bedrooms, three bathrooms, 2 toilets, gas cooker, 
separate lounge and garden, washer-dryer. Top room 
view of river. From July 2004 at £1920 pcm. Contact 
Neil on 01865 240572
BOTLEY. LUXURY 2 bed flat over 2 floors, with large 
double bedrooms, private garden, off road parking. 
Rent: £750. Available: Now. info@collegeandcounty.
biz 01865 722277
MODERN FLAT, NORTH OXFORD. Two bedrooms, 
newly furnished, stylish, mod cons, garden, garage, 
city 15 mins, suits professional couple. £880pcm. 
07814 532429.
NEW MARSTON 2 bed new spacious ground floor 
flat. Bathroom with shower, open plan kitchen/
dining/living area and 2 double bedrooms, off 
road parking for 2 vehicles, intercom access and 
internet throughout. Rent £740. Available Now. 
info@collegeandcounty.biz 01865 722277
EAST OXFORD, SHORT LET – ONE BEDROOM TOP 
FLOOR FLAT in shared house, available from mid/
late March to end July. Rent £625 pcm (including 
council tax and water rates). Please call Lucy Proper-
ties on 01865 559973.
CITY CENTRE. SPACIOUS 3/4 double bedroom fur-
nished house with kitchen-dining area, living room 
and dining room/fourth bedroom, bathroom with 
separate shower, garden and gas central heat-
ing. Garage available. Rent: TBC. Available: Now. 
info@collegeandcounty.biz 01865 722277

EXPERIENCED GRADUATE TUTORS required for Easter 
revision course in High Wycombe, particularly Phys-
ics and Chemistry at ‘A’ level and also GCSE, but also 
other subjects. Extremely good rates of pay, consid-
erably above the average rate. Contact PBastow@aol.
com or phone 01494 524955.
GRADUATE A LEVEL &/OR I.B. TUTORS REQUIRED for 
Easter revision courses. All subjects of interest, but 
particular requirement for Geology, Geography, Soci-
ology, Economics, Business Studies. Contact Oxford 
Agency, Tel: 01865 311503, email oa@dial.pipex.com
FULL TIME CLEANER required at the Royal Oxford 
Hotel. The job is available from the 23/03/04. Please 
contact Mrs. James on 01865 248432 or e-mail 
info@royaloxfordhotel.co.uk

EAST OXFORD. CHARMING 3/4 bed furnished/unfur-
nished Victorian terrace with new carpets, living 
room, bathroom, garden and gas central heating. 
Rent: £925 Available: Now info@collegeandcounty.
biz 01865 722277
HEADINGTON. 4/5 FURNISHED bed house, would 
suit professional sharers. Newly refurbished. Rent: 
£1150. Available: Now info@collegeandcounty.biz 
01865 722277
HEADINGTON. 2 BED furnished cottage with double 
bedrooms, living room, bathroom and gas cen-
tral heating. Rent: £TBC. Available: Mid-March. 
info@collegeandcounty.biz 01865 722277
BULLINGDON ROAD. 2 double bed furnished ground 
floor/basement flat including kitchen/dining area, 
living room, bathroom and shower. Rent: £750 Avail-
able: Late March. info@collegeandcounty.biz 01865 
722277
NEW MARSTON 1 bed flat with open plan kitchen/
dining/living area and double bedroom, off road 
parking for 2 vehicles, intercom access and internet 
throughout and bathroom with shower. Rent £630. 
Available Now. info@collegeandcounty.biz 01865 
722277
COWLEY. SPACIOUS PART furnished 1 bed flat with 
living room, double bedroom, kitchen, bathroom 
with shower and off road parking. Rent: £625. Avail-
able: 1st April info@collegeandcounty.biz 01865 
722277
OFF COWLEY RD. New built 1 bed flat. Unfur-
nished, stunning. Rent: £720. Available: April 1st. 
info@collegeandcounty.biz 01865 722277
4-BED HOUSE, £1250PCM, AUG-AUG, St Marys Road 
(near St. Clements), jamie_perth@yahoo.co.uk

10-MINUTES WALK RAILWAY STATION city centre fur-
nished rooms. Single £330; double with bathroom 
£400, both pcm incl council tax. Refurbished house, 
gch, modern facilities, large deck, garden, river. 
Strictly n/s 1 April 01865 721933
TWO DOUBLE ROOMS; spacious friendly shared 
house, TEMPLE COWLEY, £290/£260 pcm excl. Suit 
young prof. n-s, available 01/04/04 MUST SEE!, call 
07786627787 or 07870204306
MARSTON ROOM AVAILABLE for clean n/s profes-
sional. Newly fitted kitchen/bathroom share with 
one other prof. £320pcm excl. 01865240910/bes-
wick_john@hotmail.com
CHOICE OF 2 LARGE AND 1 GOOD SIZE SINGLES avail-
able now off Abingdon Road in S.Hinksey, 20 mins 
walk to centre. All mod cons. Suit postgrad/profs. 
Rent incl. all bills; circa £450pcm. Tel 02380 275201 
or 07986 718983.
BRIGHT DOUBLE ROOM available in 2-bed house in 
central Oxford, 1 April. Shared lounge, kitchen, bath-
room, garden. £350 + bills. Ideal for non-smoking 
couples. theoxhouse@netscape.net
CENTRAL NORTH OXFORD (4C), furnished room avail-
able now until 31.08.04, £320.00 pcm (plus bills). 
Oxford 559973
SUMMERTOWN DOUBLE ROOM in friendly, shared 
house. Available Now. £320pcm + bills. Would suit 
n/s professional. 07899954924
CAR PARKING SPACES IN JERICHO - (Above or below 
ground) available to rent in secure purpose built 
development near to city centre & walking distance 
to Oxford Train Station. £60 pcm. Please call Lucy 
Properties on 01865 559973.

EAST OXFORD, LARGE BEDSIT ROOM AVAILABLE FOR 
SHORT LET – Spacious room in shared house. Avail-
able mid March to end July. Rent £340 incl. Council 
Tax and Water Rates. Please call Lucy Properties on 
01865 559973.
CENTRAL ROOMS, SHORT LETS from March 22 
through summer (one week, one month, etc.) Mostly 
in Jericho. Students or recent graduates under 26 
to live in houses shared with university students. 
Telephone, TV, video, computer. Utilities included. 
£380 p.c.m. £100 per week. Student rooms for 2004-
2005 available. Please call OX. 201132 or email 
housing@oxfordstudy.com
DOUBLE PART-FURNISHED ROOM on Edith Road off 
Abingdon Road. Suit friendly prof to share with 2 
others. Communal bathroom, dinning room, lounge, 
kitchen, garden, toilets. All usual mod cons. 6 
monthly contract starts 04/03/2004. £325pcm excl. 
01865 250797 / james_hirst@sw2000.com
SUMMERTOWN. SINGLE ROOM AVAILABLE NOW in 
quiet shared flat. £250 per calendar month (inclusive 
of Council tax and heating). Contact 01865-558692 
or 01865-274361.
EASTER VACATION ROOM available in lovely 
quiet furnished Headington flat near shops/bus 
6 weeks March 13th - May 1st 85pw/350pcm 
EasterVacRoom@hotmail.com tel. 07815 734334
BICESTER. MODERN SHARED HOME. Prof female. N-S. 
£65 + £67/week inclusive. 01865 375107

RESEARCH ASSISTANT
Picker Institute Europe

£13,000-£16,000, depending on experi-
ence. A varied and interesting temporary 
post in a friendly central Oxford office. See 
www.pickereurope.org (news/job vacancies), 
contact an.gay@pickereurope.ac.uk, or call 
01865 208100.  Closes 10th March 2004

BOOK REVIEW

Single between Science area & 
Port Meadow. Share with 5 others. 

2 bathrooms, 2 kitchens. No lounge. 
Scientist preferred. £300pcm all-inclusive 

(except room electricity). 
Email k@dailyinfo.co.uk

Single, Woodstock Road. 5 
minutes’ walk from Science area.
Own entrance. Share kitchen & bathroom 

with 1 other. £325pcm 
(includes all bills except room electricity).

Email w@dailyinfo.co.uk

DAILY INFO’S MAPDAILY INFO’S MAP 
Central OxfordCentral Oxford

Tells you when venues open, their Tells you when venues open, their 
phone numbers & how much they phone numbers & how much they 

cost as well as where they are.cost as well as where they are.

View the map via the ‘View the map via the ‘Maps’Maps’ page of  page of 

www.dailyinfo.co.ukwww.dailyinfo.co.uk, or at Borders , or at Borders 

Bookshop / Tourist Info, Broad St / Bookshop / Tourist Info, Broad St / 

St Giles News & other central Oxford St Giles News & other central Oxford 

outlets.outlets.

Individual copies: free from Individual copies: free from 

map@dailyinfo.co.ukmap@dailyinfo.co.uk / 01865 553377 / 01865 553377

Taking a group round the town?Taking a group round the town?

Retail 50p   Retail 50p   
(20p to you for orders of 50+)(20p to you for orders of 50+)

THEATRE
 Until Thu 11th March

Oxford Vocalists 
presents

A British Song Masterclass with Richard Jackson

Saturday 27th March 10am – 6pm
Plus Evening Concert at 7.30pm

at the Jacqueline du Pré Music Building

Book Online : mike@oxfordvocalists.co.uk
Box Offi ce: 01865 735910

 Daytime Masterclass £5 (students and OAP £4)
Including Evening Concert @ 7.30pm £7.50 

(students and OAP £6)

www.oxfordvocalists.co.uk The Eternal Child:
How evolution has made children of us all

by Clive Bromhall
(Ebury Press, hardback 2003, paperback 2004)

 
I think it was Albert Einstein who said “Things should 
be made as simple as possible, but not simpler.” 
The saying may well be applied to this book in which 
Oxford zoologist Clive Bromhall attributes, well, 
just about everything to neotony – an evolutionary 
process in which infantile characteristics are 
retained into adulthood. I quite enjoyed reading 
it – up to a point. High science it certainly isn’t 
and it may appeal to those who fi nd other popular  
science books inaccessible. For example, Bromhall 
includes little fi ctiti ous stories to illustrate his points. 
This is very entertaining but one can’t help thinking 
that he believes a little too much in his own theory. 
Human beings may well be an infantile species but 
that doesn’t mean we’re stupid.

Bromhall set out to write a book about the 
evolution of homosexuality. This used to be a 
poisoned chalice as far as science was concerned 
but is now the holy grail of scientifi c inquiry. I am 
gay and have been following the recent literature 
(Roughgarden, Bagemihl, Muscarella, Kirkpatrick) 
with great interest. Unfortunately, Bromhall clearly 
hasn’t and his ideas on the subject are a bit old 
fashioned. For example, he states that “the only 
glimpses of same-sex preference in other species 
are in domesticated species”. We now know that 
this isn’t true. Homosexual activity, including long-
term same-sex pair-bonding, is recorded in over 
450 different species, many in natural habitats. The 
‘domestication’ theory was popularized in the 1960s 
by Desmond Morris and has now been refuted by 
many writers. There are several similar examples 
of out-dated theorizing throughout the book. 
References are conspicuous by their absence – a 
worrying trend in this genre of book.

The shadow of Desmond Morris (who wrote 
a foreword for the book and has worked exten-
sively with Bromhall) is present throughout this 
book. Bromhall and Morris are zoologists and are 
used to studying animals who are much more at 
the mercy of their evolutionary heritage than we 
are. They are both a little over-zealous in equat-
ing primate behaviour to human beings, a highly 
questionable and controversial matter. Social 
constructionists will have a heart attack half way 
through the fi rst chapter of this book and should 
keep well away!

Bromhall’s central idea, however, is very 
interesting and I look forward to seeing how 
he hangs some meat on the bones of the idea 
that is sketched out in this book. I’m pretty sure, 
though, that however much Bromhall / Morris 
try to convince me that ‘biology is destiny’, they 
won’t succeed in demonstrating that neotony is 
anything more than a small piece of the puzzle 
that is human behaviour. An acknowledgement 
of this would have made this book a bit more 
credible and a bit less childish.
 

Ross Brooks, 26.02.04

Virginia Woolf’s

 A ROOM OF ONE’S OWN
Burton Taylor Theatre,  April 22-24 at 7:30 pm, 

plus 3 pm Saturday matinee. 
Tickets £7.00 Concessions £5.00 

Playhouse Box Office: Call 01865 305305

The Coming of the Railway

The University was initially hostile to the railways. 
Christ Church opposed a scheme to build the fi rst 
station on their land near Magdalen Bridge, and the 
Duke of Wellington – Chancellor of the University – 
was an inveterate opponent. For a number of years, 
the nearest station was at Steventon, 10 miles 
south of the city. It was served by eight coaches 
daily, which took one and a half hours and cost 
three shillings.

When the line eventually opened on June 12th 
1844, the station was at Grandpont, just south of 
Folly Bridge. The usual excuse for the late return of 
undergraduates at the beginning of term had always 
been the state of the roads; now it became the state 

of the railways, a hazard whose existence some of 
the older dons refused to acknowledge.

The original Oxford-London line was built on a 
wide gauge, backed by Isambard Kingdom Brunel. 
When the narrow-gauge faction eventually won the 
argument, the line had to be taken up and re-laid at 
its present width of 4'8½".

In 1852, a new Great Western Railway station 
was built on the present site, opposite the London 
Midland Scottish (L.M.S.) railway terminus of 1851, 
which survived until 1998 as a Tyre and Exhaust 
workshop. The L.M.S. station was probably the 
most important derivative remnant of the Crystal 
Palace, with which it was built concurrently by the 
same engineers (Messrs Fox & Henderson), using 
the same technique of prefabricated ironwork. It 

was closed in 1951, its centenary year. In 1999, 
after much controversy (including occupation by 
eco-activists wishing the building to remain and be 
incorporated into a new “Green Gateway” to Oxford), 
the Grade II listed building was deconstructed piece 
by piece and reassembled at Buckinghamshire 
Railway Centre near Aylesbury (where it was 
opened in May 2002). The Said Business School 
now stands in its place.

Our map shows the railways network at its height. 
Until 1968 it was possible to take the Brain Train to 
Cambridge. The service to Woodstock stopped in 
1954; one of the passengers on the last ever train 
was a man of 86 who had helped to build the line.

Oxford’s present station was built in 1972.
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