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I N T E R N A L  S T R U C T U R E  O F  TA I  C H I  
With Barry Spendlove 

Sat 13th & Sun 14th Nov, 10am - 5.30pm
Larkin Room, St John’s College.

Simple enough for absolute beginners.
Profound enough that established teachers
have gained great benefi t.
£88 for the weekend. Some concs possible. 
Places limited, £20 deposit secures.
For enquiries or to book, contact Barry :
Phone: 01492 515776 Mob: 07747 051311 
Website:  www.healingtaobritain.com

SPACE WANTED
SPACE WANTED by small collective of local artists, 
to use as shared studio starting September 2004. 
Please email editionposition@yahoo.co.uk

COMPUTER DATA BACKUP  – Primary Backup offers 
a simple, reliable and cost effective way to backup 
your data www.primarybackup.co.uk
ALEXANDER TECHNIQUE LESSONS, central Oxford 
and Headington. Student rates. Tel; 01865-765511. 
s.c@btinternet.com www.oxat.net
BIG OR SMALL WE SHIP IT ALL. 50% discount on 
packaging materials to all students who ship with us, 
free pick up in Oxford. Mail Boxes Etc., Summertown 
01865 514655, Headington 01865 741729              
NEED SOME FRESH inspiration? Career? Course? 
Relationship? Get a copy of ‘Being the Best’ by 
Nicholas Bate MA(Oxon) from www.amazon.co.uk. 
Simply search on ‘Nicholas Bate’
MAN & VAN,  CHEAP REMOVALS WITH A SMILE! Tel.: 
07939 204460

SERVICES

 INDIAN RESTAURANT & TAKEAWAY
(FULLY LICENSED)

Excellent cuisine at reasonable prices

THE STANDARD TANDOORI

-- Opposite the Phoenix Cinema --

For bookings, tel. 553557
117 Walton St, Oxford, OX2 6AJ. 

Open 7 days - 12 - 2.30pm, 6 - 11.30pm

Lebanese Restaurant
AL-SALAM

Good Food, Good Atmosphere, Open EVERY day

Come & experience our Lebanese bubbly bar!

 Book your Christmas Party now!
We cater for office parties & large groups. 

Special deals for early bookings.

6 Park End Street, Oxford  OX1 1HH
Call us for info: 01865 245710

MEETINGS/LECTURES
Thur 11th

BRITISH COMPUTER SOCIETY / Debate on merits of 
Windows, Open Source and future Operating Systems 
/ 7pm for 7.30pm - Free / Web: http://www.oxon.bcs.
org / Computing Laboratory, Wolfson Building, Parks 
Road, Oxford

MEDITATION INSIGHTS / Meditation for everyone, to 
access inner peace and strength. / Brahma Kumaris 
/ 7.30pm Free of Charge / Web: http://www.globalre-
treatcentre.org.uk/events_guide/courses/insights.htm / 
Global Retreat Centre

SCIENCE FOR GARDENERS LECTURE SERIES / 
introduces gardeners to cutting edge scientifi c research 
/ Mon 8th, 15th, 29th Nov and 13th Dec, 8pm, £7 / Mar-
garet Thatcher Centre. Somerville College

PROFESSOR A. WILSON / ROMANS AT WORK / 
5pm / St John’s College. St Giles

PUGIN / Hussey Lecture / 5pm / Schools

Fri 12th

MUSLIM FRIDAY PRAYER / Summertown Hall, corner 
Banbury and Portland Roads, English Sermon. / MECO 
/ 1 pm / Email: info@meco.org.uk / 220, Cowley Rd

SCIENCE FOR GARDENERS LECTURE SERIES / 
introduces gardeners to cutting edge scientifi c research 
/ Mon 8th, 15th, 29th Nov and 13th Dec, 8pm, £7 / Mar-
garet Thatcher Centre. Somerville College

TUITION OFFERED

HOUSES & FLATS TO LET
Part of North Oxford Property Services

Largest selection of quality 
student property in Oxford

CINEMA
 Until Thu 11th Nov

Ozone Multiplex
(0870 444 3030)

ALFIE (15) Daily: 3.15, 6.15, 9.00 (Fri & Mon-Thu: 12.05 also)
Jude Law as womaniser immortalised by Michael Caine in 1960s
ALIEN VS PREDATOR (15) Daily: 1.55, 4.05, 6.45, 9.05
monster mayhem with guns –for the fanboys only
BAD SANTA (15) Daily: 11.30, 1.50, 4.15, 6.30, 8.45
shopping-mall-Santa conmen on crime spree
BRIDE AND PREDJUDICE (12A) 

Daily: 12.15, 3.00, 5.45,8.25
Jane Austen gets the Bollywood treatment
BRIDGET JONES: THE EDGE OF REASON (15)

Daily: 11.20, 1.40, 4.00, 6.20, 8.55
picks up 4 weeks after the last fi lm left off...
FINDING NEVERLAND (PG) 

Fri-Sun: 10.35, 1.15, 3.35, 6.15, 8.35
Mon-Thu: 1.15, 3.35, 6.15, 8.35

Johnny Depp is Peter Pan author J M Barrie
FIVE CHILDREN AND IT (U) Daily: 11.00, 1.00
E. Nesbit classic with Eddie Izzard as ‘It’
LAYER CAKE (15) Daily: 9.00
latest UK gangster fl ic
MAN ON FIRE (18) Daily: 8.20
revenge thriller with Denzel Washington
SAW (18) Daily: 9.00
gratuitous gorefest à la ‘Se7en’ – but the serial killer makes his victims kill 
each other
SHARK TALE (U) Fri & Mon-Thu: 12.00, 2.00, 4.00, 6.00
Sat & Sun: 10.00, 11.00, 12.00, 1.00, 2.00, 3.00, 4.00, 

5.00, 6.00, 7.00 
animated adventures of a little shark, starring Robert de Niro and Will Smith
THE GRUDGE (15)      Daily: 12.00, 2.15, 4.30, 6.45, 9.00
a cross between The Ring and 28 Days Later
THE PRINCESS DIARIES 2 - THE ROYAL ENGAGEMENT (U) 
Fri-Sun: 10.10, 12.30, 3.30, 6.30 Mon-Thu: 12.30, 3.30, 6.30
modern fairytale with Anne Hathaway and Julie Andrews
WHITE CHICKS (12A) Daily: 11.50, 2.10, 4.30, 6.50 
cross-dressing comedy

Odeon George Street
(0871 2244 007)

ALFIE (15) Daily: 1.15, 3.45, 6.15, 8.40
Jude Law plays Michael Caine’s legendary womaniser.
ALIEN VS PREDATOR (15) Daily: 1.45, 4.00, 6.30, 8.45
monster mayhem with guns – one for the fanboys
BIRTH (15) Daily: 1.00, 3.15, 6.15, 8.30
Nicole Kidman believes a ten-year old is her dead husband
BRIDGET JONES: THE EDGE OF REASON (15)   
Sat & Sun: 11.30, 2.00, 4.15, 6.45, 9.00 ; Thu: 2.00, 4.15, 6.45, 9.00
the usual suspects all return (even the oversize underwear)
FIVE CHILDREN AND IT (U) Daily: 10.30am
E. Nesbit classic with Eddie Izzard as ‘It’
SHARK TALE (U) Sat &  Sun: 11.00, 1.30, 3.40, 6.00, 8.15
animated adventures of a little shark, starring Will Smith and Robert de Niro
TERMINAL (12A) Wed: 10.45am
Tom Hanks marooned in an airport terminal *
THE GRUDGE (15) Daily: 12.45, 3.00, 5.30, 8.00.
remake of the Japanese horror fi lm Ju-On
WHITE CHICKS (12A) Daily: 10.45am
cross-dressing comedy

Odeon Magdalen Street

(0871 2244 007)

BAD SANTA (15) Fri-Thu: 1.45, 4.00, 6.30, 8.45
bad-boy Billy Bob Thornton enjoys himself something rotten
BRIDGET JONES: BEYOND THE EDGE OF REASON (15)
Sat & Sun: 11.00, 1.30, 3.45, 6.15, 8.30 ; Thu: 1.30, 3.45, 6.15, 8.30
the usual suspects all return (even the oversize underwear)
EXORCIST: THE BEGINNING (15)
prequel to The Exorcist. Fri-Thu: 1.00, 3.30, 6.00, 8.30

THE PRINCESS DIARIES 2 - THE ROYAL ENGAGE-
MENT (U)

Fri-Thu: 11.15am
modern fairytale with Anne Hathaway and Julie Andrews

Ultimate Picture Palace (245288)

AE FOND KISS... (15) Fri-Thu: 9.30pm
inter-racial tension in Glasgow from Ken Loach
THE LIFE AND DEATH OF PETER SELLERS (15) 

Fri-Mon: 9.30pm
Blake Edwards had one worry about Hell: that he’d meet Peter Sellers
THE MOTORCYCLE DIARIES (12A) 

Fri & Mon-Thu 7.00 / Sat-Sun: 4.30, 7.00
a young Che Guevara journeys round South America

On the Thames
(between Blossoms Boatyard and The Perch)

FINDING NEVERLAND (PG) Fri-Thu: 12.30, 2.45, 5.45, 8.10
Johnny Depp is Peter Pan author J.M. Barrie

Grove Auditorium
(Magdalen College)

NOSFERATU (FW MURNAU, 1922) Sat: 2.15pm
classic German Expressionist horror. With live musical accompaniment.

* = review on www.dailyinfo.co.uk

ROOMS TO LET

Not enough room 
at home? 

Share large personal offi  ce or study 
in peaceful leafy North Oxford. 

Non-residential. Broadband, use of 
kitchen/bathroom. £150 pcm plus 
electricity, phone and broadband. 

Call John on 01865 553377, 
Tom on 01865 510660, or 

email: tomlm@kingstonda.co.uk

COWLEY, LARGE DOUBLE IN LOVELY HOUSE, share 
lounge/spare/kitchen/bathroom/garden with one, 
available now until February, postgrad/professional, 
£370pcm excl, mod cons, digital TV, broadband - 
07901 836709 justin_farquhar@yahoo.co.uk
SMALL ROOM IN  quiet East Oxford shared house. 
£250 p.c.m. plus bills. Stephen, Oxford 250290.
Visit www.all-rooms.com/oxfordshire/oxford/hotels.
htm for a guide to Oxford hotels, guest houses & other 
accommodation.

EATING OUT IN OXFORD

80 MORE on
www.dailyinfo.co.uk

81 MORE on
www.dailyinfo.co.uk

262 MORE on
www.dailyinfo.co.uk

How can I get one of those 
useful ‘Daily Info’

Year Planners?
1. Tourist Information Centre, Broad St. Pick 
one up from the box.

2. Phone 553377.

3. E-mail planner@dailyinfo.co.uk 

4. Collect from 31 Warnborough Rd

�

- Space for writing reminders every day of the 
year.

- Covers now until 31st Dec 2005.

- Daily Info size.

- Feasts, Fasts & Festivals (Oxford, National & 
International).

- NO CHARGE for single copies within UK. 
Multiple copies are £2 each by card or cheque 
in advance.

DATA PROJECTORS: hire and sales. 
01865 722027

RENT AN IMAC with printer from £45.00/
month, iBook from £65.00/month.  
www.macfaction.co.uk / 01865 764091.

OXFORD MACINTOSH SOLUTIONS Ltd for all your Apple 
Macintosh Sales Services and Support. 0871 7170000 / 
www.omsuk.com
COMPUTER DATA BACKUP  – Primary Backup offers 
a simple, reliable and cost effective way to backup 
your data www.primarybackup.co.uk

COMPUTERS 
FOR SALE/ HELP

GIGS
Thurs 11th

SKYLARKIN’ SOUNDSYSTEM / Reggae, Soul, Latin, 
Funk & Jazz Grooves; DJ Aidan Larkin + guests / Thurs-
days, 8:30-11pm, Free / Email: dalton@tommykneecaps.
com / Web: http://www.thebrickworks.tommykneecaps.
com / The Brickworks. 182 Cowley Rd; Tel: 245999

THE SPIN JAZZ CLUB / KELVIN CHRISTIANE - 2 
saxes in one mouth - can it be done? / Open 8.15, Band 
on 9-11 £6 £4 / The Spin@The Wheatsheaf. Wheat-
sheaf Alley, 129 High Street; Tel: 243276; Web: http://
www.spinjazz.com

SPARKY’S FLYING CIRCUS / Performers of all kinds 
welcome! Free / 9pm / The Half Moon. 17 St Clements, 
Oxford

OCM & VACUOUS POP PRESENTS / Xahdrez - live 
@ Modern Art / Oxford Contemporary Music / 5.45pm / 
£3 (£2 concessions) / Web: http://www.ocmevents.org 
& http://www.vacuouspop.com / Modern Art Oxford. 30 
Pembroke Street. Opening times: Tues - Sat 10-5pm, 
Sun 12-5pm, closed Mon; Tel: 722733; Tel: 722733; 
Fax: 722573; Web: http://www.modernartoxford.org.uk

XAHDREZ / Nick Wilsden creates a mixture of mellow 
electronica and laptop glitch with fl ourishes of trumpet 
and other live instrumentation / 5.45 £3/2 / Modern 
Art Oxford. 30 Pembroke Street. Opening times: Tues 
- Sat 10-5pm, Sun 12-5pm, closed Mon; Tel: 722733; 
Tel: 722733; Fax: 722573; Web: http://www.modernar-
toxford.org.uk

LIVE & FREE @ THE X / Young Band Night - “Dead 
Horse Wild” / 9pm FREE / Exeter Hall Pub. 1 Oxford Rd 
(corner of Cowley & Marsh Rds.); Tel: 01865 776431; 
Web: http://www.exeterhall.co.uk

CACAHUETES JAZZ JAM / Kenny Hung and Charl 
Engela host East Oxford’s best jazz jam. / Chester 
Arms / 9pm - free entry / Email: kenny@cacahuetes.
org.uk / Web: http://www.cacahuetes.org.uk / Chester 
Arms. Chester St, off Iffl ey Road

Fri 12th

MISHMASH / Anyone can bring their own tunes, 
CD/Vinyl, to this multi-media night / Run by those 
that bring music / Every Friday plus events / Email: 
mishmash@youareinvitedto.co.uk / East Oxford Com-
munity Centre. Princes Street; Tel: 792168

OXFORD FOLK CLUB / Skeleton Crew - Early 
Music feature / 8.30 pm. Admission £2.50 / Email: 
pamcooper@hotmail.com / Web: http://www.oxford-
folkclub.com / Port Mahon. St. Clement’s

LIVE & FREE @ THE X / Lama Bite plus support / 9pm 
FREE / Exeter Hall Pub. 1 Oxford Rd (corner of Cowley 
& Marsh Rds.); Tel: 01865 776431; Web: http://www.
exeterhall.co.uk

Chaoyi Fanhuan Qigong 
Wholesome healing by harmonising mind, body and spirit 

through the ancient art of Qigong (‘chi kung’)
Upcoming weekend workshops in Oxford with

Sifu Yap Soon-Yeong:
Nov 27th / 28th: Level 1: Exercises to release stress.

Dec 4th / 5th: Level 2: Healing Light Meditation
Sifu Yap Soon-Yeong is an internationally respected Qigong
 healer and meditation teacher living in Penang, Malaysia. 
Sifu Yap will also be available for healing appointments. 

For more info contact Simon : 01865 516988 / 07879 054217 

DISCO PA & LIGHTING EQUIPMENT: hire and 
sales. 118 Cowley Rd. 01865 722027. 

DISCOS, KARAOKES AND EQUIPMENT HIRE: 
Dave Seamer Entertainments, 01865 240054

BANDS, DISCO, KARAOKE, equipment hire, 
from ODS. 01865 736660

BANDS DISCOS & LIGHTS

THEATRE
Until Thu 11th Nov

Oxford Playhouse (305305)

ELEGIES FOR ANGELS, PUNKS AND RAGING 
QUEENS 
Wed 10th: 7.30;  Thu 11th: 2.30, 7.30; Fri 12th: 8.00; Sat 

13th: 2.30, 7.30  
a joyous celebration of life. £7-£12
SO MUCH THINGS TO SAY: LENNY HENRY ON TOUR 

Fri: 8pm; Sat: 7.30
legendary stand-up comic. £16.50 - £25.50 

New Theatre (0870 6063500)

JESUS CHRIST SUPERSTAR Mon 8 - Tue 9: 7:30pm; 
Wed 10: 2:30pm & 7:30pm

Thu 11 - Fri 12: 7:30pm; Sat 13: 4.00pm & 8.00pm
starring James Fox. £12.50-£28.50)
JIMMY CARR Sun 7th: 8pm
award-winning stand-up and TV presenter. £15

Burton Taylor Theatre (305305)

STILL LIFE Tue 9th - Sat 13th: 7.30pm
a poignant love affair set against comical railway staff fl irtation. £5(£4)
SAMO IS DEAD Tue 9th - Sat 13th: 9.30pm
celebrated graffi ti artist Basquiat kills his street persona – Samo – and is 
re-invented as a ghetto icon. £5(£4).

Pegasus Theatre (722851)

ORIENTATIONS Thu 11th - Fri 12th: 8pm
a multi-meda play with Yakshagana folk theatre, baroque opera and video. 
£3-£8

Old Fire Station Theatre (297170)

DEALER’S CHOICE Tue 9 - Fri 12: 7:30pm;  Sat 13: 
2:30pm, 7:30pm

Patrick Marber’s dark fast-paced drama with a wicked sense of humour. 
£6.50-£8.50
SOPHOCLES’ ANTIGONE Fri: 7.30 ; Sat 2.30, 7.30
award-winning new translation of one of the greatest Greek tragedies

* = review on www.dailyinfo.co.uk

Bid on 
www.dailyinfo.co.uk to 

win a delicious meal for 2 
worth £65.55 at 
Loch Fyne fi sh 

restaurant, 55 Walton St.

You could have: a dozen oysters, followed 
by seared Loch Duart salmon with mild 

chilli and sesame, a bottle of house wine  
and creme brulee for desert
(all subject to availability)... 

...or your own choices from the menu, 
up to a total value of £65.55.

Bids from £1 in increments of £1 can be 
placed NOW via ‘What’s On’ / ‘Auctions...’ 

on www. dailyinfo.co.uk.

Bids close midday Thurs 11th Nov.
We will then take payment from the win-
ner’s credit card & pass their name on to 
Loch Fyne so that booking can proceed. 

60 MORE on
www.dailyinfo.co.uk

91 MORE on
www.dailyinfo.co.uk

MOUTH-WATERING TRADITIONAL LEBANESE CUISINE
SPECIAL LUNCH PACKS - SANDWICHES

UNIQUE DISH AND SOUP OF THE DAY  VARY DAILY

253 BANBURY ROAD  SUMMERTOWN  Tel: 3 1 1 6 6 0

S P E C I A L I S I N G                    I N  P A R T I E S

O P E N  : MON-FRI 9AM-9PM

SAT : 9AM-6PM, SUN 10:30AM-4:30PM

PLACE YOUR PARTY ORDERS NOW FOR XMAS

FURNITURE AND BEDDING
BREAKFAST-ROOM TABLE, 5  feet long, 29.5 inches wide, 
oval shaped, and 4 chairs. About 30 yrs old. £40. Buyer col-
lects. 01865 438082 (answerphone), susan.libor@ntlworld.
com 

Saturday
13th Nov.
10am-3pm

See local 

press or

 website

computer 
fair

Click www.afm96.co.uk
Subsequent fair: Saturday 27th November

THREE BEDROOM SEMI-DETACHED HOUSE, Head-
ington. Suit family, couple or two sharers (no stu-
dents). Furnished or unfurnished. Available from 
8th November 04, rent £925.00 pcm. 01865 244666, 
cowleyroad@scottfraser.co.uk
DONNINGTON BRIDGE ROAD  (Iffley Road end). Newly 
refurbished 1 bedroom first floor flat. Off street park-
ing and large shared garden. Unfurnished. Available 
immediately. £595pcm. Nicki: 07903 739508
MODERN 2 BEDROOM  house, quiet location, iffley 
village, 800pcm, would suit professional couple, 
close to public transport, 01865716436 (please leave 
message)

COWLEY: THREE DOUBLE  rooms - £325, one single 
- £270, or £1250 whole house. Excluding bills. Pro-
fessionals. Newly refurbished, 2 bathrooms, fully-fur-
nished, brand new kitchen, garden, off-road parking. 
information@residenceproperty.com, 01865 714989, 
0797 0618531
SOUTHMOOR ROAD, WALTON Manor, Oxford Pleasant 
room available end of November in shared house for 
six months plus. Comprises two shower rooms, two 
toilets, large kitchen and lounge. Rent £350.00 pcm 
(includes council tax and water rates). Would suit single 
post graduate or professional in full time permanent 
employment. Please call Maree at Lucy Properties on 
01865 559973
DOUBLE ROOM IN  East Oxford to let in 5 bedroom 
house. Sky TV and broadband. Available from 
December 1st. Call Gav, Lauren, Iain and Rob on 01865 
725179, 07765 350597
DOUBLE ROOM OFF Abingdon Rd. Friendly professional 
houseshare with 2 others. Prefer NS. 290pcm. Ph 
07867690163 or 07764286024.

FREE YEAR PLANNERS

This sheet is a taster for www.dailyinfo.co.uk:   Books + Cars and Motorbikes + Children’s Things + Coming + Computers + Furniture & Bedding + Gay, Lesbian and Bisexual + Housemates & Travelling Companions + Houses & Flats For Sale + Houses & Flats to Let + 
Houses and Flats Wanted + Jobs Offered + Jobs Wanted + Kitchen & Electrical + Lost and Found + Men Seeking Women + Missed Connections + Other Sales + Rooms to Let + Rooms Wanted + Services Offered + Theatrical Needs + Tuition Wanted + Women Seeking Men 

94 MORE on
www.dailyinfo.co.uk

86 MORE on
www.dailyinfo.co.uk

SPARE 
CONSUMABLES & 

SOFTWARE

1. Canon Black BCI10 Cartridges for 
    BJC 50, 70, 80, 700. 
2. Web authoring software for 
    Windows - Adobe GoLive

Pick up from 31 Warnborough Road - off  
Lecford Road.

Enquiries - 01865 553377 
or equipt@dailyinfo.co.uk

                          

One World Fair
Saturday 13th November

Oxford Town Hall, 10.30-4
Organised by the Oxford Oxfam Group

ADMINISTRATOR WITH GOOD IT skills and who is fast 
on the keyboard needed by busy Oxford law firm 
TURPIN MILLER AND HIGGINS SOLICITORS. Email 
details or cv to cmiller@turpinmiller.co.uk

LEARNING ENGLISH? CELTA - QUALIFIED 
TUTOR. Specialising academic study, business. 07990 
593088. teachingenglish@fsmail.net

DONNINGTON BRIDGE ROAD (Iffley Road end) Newly 
refurbished 1 bedroom first floor flat. Off street parking 
and large shared garden. Unfurnished. Available 
immediately. £595pcm. Nicki 07903 739508
NICE 3 BED FURNISHED FLAT. Available December 
1, would suit family or sharers. One double and 
two single bedrooms, lounge/diner, fitted kitchen. 
Bathroom with power shower. Situated on Southfield 
Park, close to Cowley Road, Brookes & Hospitals. 
£900 pcm exclusive. Contact Rick: 07785 307770 / 
rickyboy_oxford@hotmail.com (Readvertised due to 
time wasters)
LITTLE FLAT IN  private house in central Oxford from 
mid-Nov: 2 singles, bathroom & kitchen. £ 95 p.w 
each or £170 p.w for whole (inc bills). Quiet appli-
cants ONLY. 07977 009365

St Scholastica’s Day Riot

The St Scholastica’s Day Riot began with a brawl at the Swindlestock Tavern at 
Carfax (where the Abbey National Bank now stands).  The mechanics of pub 
brawling appear to have changed little since 1355 – fi ghting started when some 
scholars threw wine in the landlord’s face, and followed it up with a quart pot.  
The townsmen rang the bell of Carfax tower, and the students that of St Mary’s, 
to summon their respective forces.  Thousands of wild country folk rushed into 
the city crying “Havac!  Havoc!  Smyt fast, give gode knocks!”.  63 students were 
killed, and the rest fl ed.  But though the townspeople won the day, they lost the 
war, for the University invoked the assistance of the king.  For 500 years (until 1825) 
the Mayor and 63 citizens were obliged to do penance on the 10th February,  the 
anniversary of the riot: each had to process to St Mary’s, bow before the Vice-

Chancellor, and pay a fi ne of a penny.

DEALER’S CHOICE by Patrick Marber
Old Fire Station Theatre, Oxford, 

9th-13th November 2004
Patrick Marber’s Dealer’s Choice offers a hilarious glimpse into the moving happenings that take 
place in a small London restaurant. In an environment where gambling is the focal point of six men’s 
lives and hopes, Marber explores human relationships, dependencies and duties, as the poker table 
becomes the playing fi eld for many a shameful emotion, a tension, and an accusation. 

Ormrod’s production is well-polished, well-cast and well-paced. Marber’s sharp dialogue is staged 
with panache and the play is appropriately sparky and energetic. Credit for this is due, in great part, 
to the exceptional performance of Sam Thomas. His portrayal of Mugsy is captivating; he endows 
the character with a genuine sense of vacancy and displays impeccable comic timing, which leaves 
the audience hooting with laughter. Above all, Thomas seems to really relish the part, encouraging 
the audience to take equal pleasure in his performance. As Ash, Will Fysh exudes a striking aura 
of menace and impressively conveys a sense of internal emotion beneath his composed exterior. 
Sam Sampson’s use of understatement is commendable in the role of Sweeny and Will Pooley is 
convincingly disgruntled and awkward as the teenage Carl. Special mention must also go to the 
set, which is an ambitious recreation of a naturalist environment and contributes to the authenticity 
Ormrod admires so much about the play. A sensitive use of space and awareness of balance is 
notable on the part of the director. 

Dealer’s Choice carries the audience from moments of serious tension to witty relief, as the tragic and 
the comic combine. This poignant mixture is exemplifi ed in Mugsy’s ambition to convert a public 
toilet into a restaurant all of his own, an aspiration which makes him the object of much ridicule 
and yet to which he is tragically attached. In a way, this character’s crippling stupidity makes him 
the most tragic fi gure of the play, unable even to register the pitiful nature of his dead-end existence 
and his addiction to gambling, or more specifi cally, his addiction to losing. That said, is this blissful 
lack of awareness perhaps to be envied?

In the opening half of the play, comedy dominates, swallowing all moments of tragedy that should 
happen to surface, without undermining their impact. A particularly remarkable example of this is 
the climax of two simultaneous arguments, which is interrupted and dissolved by Mugsy’s farcical 
fumblings with a mop; he breaks the tension beautifully, transforming a peak of emotion into a peak 
of humour. However, as the play progresses, the comic overtones gradually give way to the rise of 
the tragic; at the fi nal showdown around the poker table, even Mugsy’s playful idiosyncrasies fail to 
detract from the haunting sense of inevitable disillusionment. It is excruciating to watch, as player 
after player is shattered by failure and storms out, one after the other, in an eruption of frustration 
and fury. The real tragedy lies in the perpetuation of the situation; Marber reminds of this in his 
closing line: “Same time next week?” 
  
Indeed, it seems a shame that the play will not be gracing the stage of the Old Fire Station next week 
as well! Something of a romp with a gloomy undercurrent, Dealer’s Choice offers a side-splitting 
and thought-provoking evening’s entertainment. Defi nitely worth a fl utter. 

By Holly Dickens

THEATRE REVIEW


