
DR FAUSTUS
Christchurch Cathedral until Fri 14th

A troupe of bare-topped demons flits about 
inexplicably at the doors of Christ Church Cathe-
dral. Only when you get inside do you realize 
that they are probably awaiting the arrival of 

the audience for the in-house production of Christo-
pher Marlowe’s Dr Faustus, and that they may have a 
function.  One of them slid towards me as I arrived,  
offered me a soft unclad arm,  and took me silently to 
my seat.  She was extraordinarily beautiful.  “Are you a 
Deadly Sin?” my companion innocently asked the simi-
larly silent and underdressed lemur-like figure who was 
about to take her to her place.  Even before we were 
in our seats we had been drawn in and affected by the 
eroticism of this unusual and haunting production. The 
demons darted everywhere, full of strangeness, moving 
the scenes,  magnetizing the audience, drawing the 
action forward. 

Most people will know something of the story of Dr 
Faustus, which appears in many legends.  Tired of scholarship, and unsatisfied by his worldly 
achievements, Faustus turns towards magic for satisfaction,  and he sells his soul to the Devil in 
return for a period of unbridled pleasure and power on earth.  

Touched by the beautiful demons, perhaps many of the members of the audience realized that 
they too had just been obliquely entangled into the world of sensual pleasure which Marlowe’s 
Faustus is shown to find so much more interesting and attractive than the world of duty and learn-
ing. The pact which Faustus dramatically makes is shown to have its resemblances with the way in 
which most of us live with the questions of good and evil, pleasure-taking and conscience. 

I have long thought that this play teaches its moral in a particularly pungent way.  The sheer lus-
cious temptingness of sin is laid richly out before us.  The scene in which the seven deadly sins 
parade themselves before Faustus  reminds us of how thin and penny-whistle-like the Good Angel’s 
voice may sound when set against the orchestral voices of temptation.  So we sympathize with 
Faustus,  for his condition is our condition, and it is perhaps partly for this reason that the final 
moral so accurately reaches its “home” in us. 

This company uses the Cathedral in a way more inspired and exciting than I have ever seen before, 
and they fill it with noise, too, with fabulous sounds from violins and harp,  with huge vital blasts 
of organ music, and with one small lovely unforgettable quavering voice too, at the very end. Indi-
viduals whose performances stand out are Freyja Cox Jensen as Mephistophelis,  Harry Lloyd as 
Faustus, Saskia de Groot as envy. The large physical spaces mentioned in the play lend themselves 
naturally to a promenade performance, and so indeed the audience does promenade for a while  - 
in chains.  Don’t miss this experience! Bring your friends! You will never forget it!

E.T., 10.03.03

GOING HOME? Got a lot of luggage / personal 
effects / papers? Don’t pay airline prices. Don’t lug 
it through airports and stations. U.K services avail-
able as well as foreign destinations. We can ship 
your personal effects back home at a fraction of the 
cost of airline excess baggage prices, and with none 
of the hassle. R.M BAGGAGE SERVICES. RING FREEP-
HONE 0800 0184268 

WORD PROCESSING, COPYPRINTING, FAX, photocop-
ying services. Oxford 790096 / 01993 702804. 

ALEXANDER TECHNIQUE LESSONS, central Oxford 
and Headington. Student rates. Tel; 01865-765511. 
s.c@btinternet.com www.oxat.net 

VANOLOGY REMOVAL SERVICE. Reasonable rates. 
Local and long distance. Reliable. 01865-243609. 
vanology@go.com

BIG OR SMALL WE SHIP IT ALL: also 24-hour photo-
copying, private mailing addresses (24-hour access 
and forwarding worldwide), binding, fax bureau and 
much more. Mail Boxes Etc. Summertown 01865 
514655, Headington 01865 741729 

 SERVICES OFFERED

2 BED HOUSE, FURNISHED, HOWARD ST. £775pcm 
excl. 4 bed house, furnished, Hurst St. £1,250pcm 
excl. 3/4 bed house, furnished, Hunsdon Rd. 
£895/£995pcm. SOUTHGATE: 07748 962646

NORTH OXFORD: MODERN, AIRY, self-contained, fur-
nished loft conversion, in family home - for non-
smoking female. Bed-sitting room, own kitchen 
area, own bathroom, WC, washing machine, views 
over gardens. CH, TV aerial, 2 phone lines. 2 miles 
from city centre on direct, frequent bus route. 
£125pw incl. bills (except phone). Call 44 (0)1865 
511499 evenings/weekends.

HEADINGTON, CLOSE CENTRE, QUALITY 3-BED SEMI, 
suit 3/4. All mod cons, garage. £1070pcm o.n.o. 
Available 17/03/03. 01865 751769 / 07789 046394

MORRELL AVENUE, SOUTH PARK. 3/4 bedrooms, 
fully furnished, beautifully decorated, well-kept 
garden, access to park. Available from April 1st. 
£1200pcm. Call 01865 251634.

BULLINGDON ROAD. Spacious 2 bedroom flat 
over 2 floors. Large kitchen/dining room, com-
fortable living room. Garden with cycle storage. 
£765pcm available now. 01865 722277 
mark@collegeandcounty

GRANDPONT. COMFORTABLE 1 BED FLAT with 
kitchen, bathroom, small conservatory, living 
room and double bedroom. Attractive south 
facing garden. £720 available now. 
WATERWAYS. LUXURY 2 BED GROUND FLOOR FLAT. 
40 sq m living/dining room with open plan 
kitchen. Master bedroom with en-suite shower, 
2nd bathroom. Wooden floors throughout, off 
road parking. Immaculate property. 01865 722277 
mark@collegeandcounty

HEADINGTON. LUXURY 3/4 BED HOUSE with a con-
servatory, bathroom, kitchen with Rayburn, wooden 
floors throughout ground floor, garden and 
garage as well as off street parking. The 
property is in exceptional decorative order. 
The rental value is £1400 but is available 
at £1200 for 6 months from March 12th. 
HEADINGTON. LUXURY 5/6 BED HOUSE with large 
living/dining room, newly refurbished kitchen with 
dishwasher and 2 bathrooms (1 en-suite), wooden 
floors throughout. Fully furnished and gas centrally 
heated. Front and rear garden, off road parking. 
£1400 pcm Available March (six month let). 01865 
722277 info@collegeandcounty.biz

COLLEGE & COUNTY has a number of high quality 
3 and 4 bedroom properties suitable for pro-
fessional sharers - 6 month lets. Tel 722277 or 
info@collegeandcounty.biz

IFFLEY ROAD ROOM in shared house. Suit postgrad/
professional. £245pcm. Tel. 427345

ROOM AVAILABLE, 16TH MARCH, Abingdon Road area. 
Leave message on 01865 794009.

COTSWOLD CRESCENT, OLD MARSTON. Single furnished 
room overlooking green. Gch, basin in room, house 
all mod cons. Tranquil leafy area; easy access city / 
Headington / Summertown. Available immediately to 
non-smoking professional / postgrad. 6 months mini-
mum. £195pcm plus bills. 01865 728317

CENTRAL ROOMS FOR STUDENTS or recent graduates. 
Comfortable furnished houses mostly in Jericho, shar-
ing with U.S. undergraduates. TV, video, phone, com-
puter. £360pcm including bills. Short term leases 
possible. Especially from March 24 to May 20 at £60 
per week. Also, renting now for next academic year, 
10½ month leases (not 12). Call 01865 201132.

IFFLEY ROAD: SUNNY DOUBLE ROOM in clean friendly 
house for single non-smoking professional female. 
01869 350372

Displayed at over 500 points from the station to Headington and Folly Bridge to Summertown - all colleges, departments and language schools.
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Oxford’s

Odeon Magdalen Street 
0870 5050007

CATCH ME IF YOU CAN (12A) Daily: 2.30, 8.15 
Hanks, DiCaprio, Walken & Sheen in true story of a 
successful conman.  See review at dailyinfo.co.uk

MAID IN MANHATTAN (PG)                 Daily: 12.30, 3.15, 
6.00, 8.45 

Fiennes & Lopez in fl eeting accidental romance. Review 
at dailyinfo.co.uk

Odeon George Street 0870 5050007
ANALYZE THAT (15)    Daily: 1.30, 4.00, 6.30, 9.00 
Crystal, De Niro & Kudrow return in sequel to the gang-
ster-shrink comedy ‘Analyze This’

ADAPTATION (15)      Wed & Thu: 12.00, 2.45, 5.30, 8.30 
It’s a hard life being a screenwriter! Cage, Streep & Swin-
ton star. See review at dailyinfo.co.uk 
TWO WEEKS’ NOTICE (12A)      Daily: 11.45 (not Weds), 

2.30, 5.15, 8.00
Sandra Bullock & Hugh Grant in ‘stuff-you, Boss!’ fl ick

JACKASS: THE MOVIE (18)     Daily: 1.45, 4.15, 6.45, 9.15 
People being extremely stupid. On purpose! See review 
at dailyinfo.co.uk

THE RING (15) Daily: 12.15, 3.15, 6.00, 8.45 
US remake of recent excellent far eastern horror.  See 
review at dailyinfo.co.uk

DAREDEVIL (15) Daily: 12.00, 5.45 
Justice is blind. So is Ben Affl eck. See review at 
dailyinfo.co.uk

THE GOOD THIEF (15)  Daily: 12.30, 3.00, 5.45, 8.15 
Nick Nolte as ageing gambler caught red-handed. 
Review at dailyinfo.co.uk

SENIOR SCREEN: MY BIG FAT GREEK WEDDING 
(PG)              Wed: 10.45am 
Nice Bloke falls for reinvigorated US Greek lass. Over 
55s only!

Ultimate Picture Palace 245288
CITY OF GOD (18)              Wed & Thu: 9.15   
Story of the slums of Rio de Janeiro.  See review at 
dailyinfo.co.uk

8 WOMEN (15) Wed & Thu: 7.00 
French musical murder mystery.  See review at 
dailyinfo.co.uk

Phoenix Picture House 512526
THE KID STAYS IN THE PICTURE (15)       Wed: 4.40, 9.00  

Thu: 4.40, 11.30pm   
Autobiographical tale of the rise, fall & rise of fi lm pro-
ducer Robert Evans. See review at dailyinfo.co.uk

THE MAGDALENE SISTERS (15)             Wed & Thu: 
1.50, 9.00 

‘Unrespectable’ girls kept as laundry slaves by Catholic 
church in 1960s Ireland. See review at dailyinfo.co.uk

FAR FROM HEAVEN (12A)    Daily: 1.40, 4.10, 6.40, 9.10 
Julianne Moore & Dennis Quaid shatter their 1950s sub-
urban idyll.  See review at dailyinfo.co.uk

WRITTEN ON THE WIND (PG) Thu: 11.20pm 
Lush 1950s melodrama with Lauren Bacall & Rock 
Hudson.

INTERNATIONAL WOMEN’S FESTIVAL: 8½ (15)    Thu: 
6.45pm 

Ox. Uni. lecturer Erminia Passanti speaks on women in 
western cinematography before Federico Fellini’s fi lm on 
artistic inspiration & women

CINEMA
 Until Thurs 13th March

The Apollo Oxford 
0870 6063500

OXFORD GANG SHOW      Mon 10-Sat 15: 7.15pm 
Sat mat: 2pm

Annual variety show by Scouts & Guides. £3-£8. 

Burton Taylor Theatre 305350
LOOT Tue 11-Sat 15: 7.30pm 
Orton’s dark farce. £5/£4

SISTER MARY IGNATIUS EXPLAINS IT ALL FOR 
YOU                             Tue 11-Sat 15: 9.30pm 
Ruthlessly funny lampoon of Catholicism. £5/£4

Old Fire Station Theatre 297170
1984           Tue 11- Sat 15: 7.30pm Sat mat: 2.30pm 
George Orwell’s legendary dystopia. (First night dis-
count)

Christchurch Cathedral
DR FAUSTUS Mon 10-Fri 14: 8.30pm 
Tickets: 305305. See review above

New Music Room, Corpus Christi
MEASURE FOR MEASURE   Tue 11-Fri 14: 7.30pm 
The Owlets (Corpus student theatre group) present. 
£4/£6 from 07974 931430 or on door

Oxford Playhouse 305305 
MOON ON A RAINBOW SHAWL         Tue 11-Sat 15: 

7.30 Thu & Sat mats: 2.30pm 
Drama of Trinidad in the 50s by Errol John

Pegasus Theatre 722851
SKY BURIAL Thu 13-Sat 15 : 8pm 
‘Greed, death and betrayal’

Harcourt Hill Theatre 
FAME  Thu 13-Sat 15: 7.30pm Wed mat: 2.30pm 
Ox. Brookes’ performing arts students present the 
song & dance story of the infamous 1980s ‘fams 
school’. £5/£4 (0870 606 3500 or Playhouse: 305305)

THEATRE
 Until Thurs 13th March

BANDS, DISCOS, LIGHTS
DISCO PA & LIGHTING EQUIPMENT: hire 
and sales. 118 Cowley Rd. 01865 722027. 

DISCOS, KARAOKES AND EQUIPMENT 
HIRE: Dave Seamer Entertainments, 
(01865) 240054

BANDS, DISCO, KARAOKE, equipment 
hire, from ODS. 01865 736660

3 more on 
www.dailyinfo.co.uk!

GIGS
OPEN MIC NIGHT / Mars Entertainments presents 
Delicious music. Free (band bookings call 07876 
184623 / 07989 028522) / 9-11pm / The Old Tom, St 
Aldates

CATWEAZLE CLUB / Oxford’s longest running acous-
tic performance club for musicians, poets, storytellers 
& performers. £3/£2. / 8.30pm / Northgate Hall, St 
Michael’s St

COFFEE HOUSE NIGHT / Musicians, Poets, and 
Comedians come and perform. FREE / the MCR at 
Lady Margaret Hall, Norham Gardens at Fyfi eld Road 
/ 8pm till ? / Email: Alicia.Triche@lmh.ox.ac.uk

KARL DEMATA / Blues guitar / 11pm-2am / Freud’s, 
Walton St; Tel: 311171

COMING

 INDIAN RESTAURANT & TAKEAWAY
(FULLY LICENSED)

Excellent cuisine at reasonable prices

THE STANDARD TANDOORI

-- Opposite the Phoenix Cinema --

For bookings, tel. 553557
117 Walton St, Oxford, OX2 6AJ. 

Open 7 days - 12 - 2.30pm, 6 - 11.30pm

WHAT’S ON   *  ACCOMMODATION  *  JOBS

127 MORE 
Rooms To Let on 

www.dailyinfo.co.uk!

 ROOMS TO LET

Pearce Alder & Co. 
1 Bed Flat, Abbey Walk, nr. Station. Early 

April. £600pcm
2 Bed House, Arthur Rd. Now. Good order. 

£850pcm
1 Bed Flat, Edwin Court. Central. £690pcm
Phone 246502               33 Botley Road

Email : pearcealderco@talk21.com

JOBS OFFERED        

GLUTTONS DELI IN JERICHO requires full and part-
time staff. Friendly atmosphere, good rate of pay. 
Possible senior position. 01865 553748

GILLMAN AND SOAME LTD. have a vacancy for 
an Administrator in our Production department 
to control the collection, input, and computerised 
production of names for group and individual pho-
tography. The job requires a high level of attention 
to detail and extensive knowledge and experience 
with Microsoft software products. Please apply by 
email to mike.openshaw@gillmanandsoame.co.uk 
attaching a copy of your CV and a recent photo-
graph. 

     10 more on 
www.dailyinfo.co.uk!

PUBLICIZE YOUR SOCIETY HERE!
Put YOUR meetings or lectures up -
immediately, any time and free - at 

www.dailyinfo.co.uk.

DAVID PATTERSON SEMINAR: HARRY TRUMAN & 
ISRAEL / Prof. Melvyn Leffl er (Virginia Univ./Queen’s 
College). All welcome. Minibus departs Playhouse: 
6.40pm & 7.45pm. Leaves Yarnton: 9.45pm / Buffet 
from 7pm, lecture 8pm / Yarnton Manor, Yarnton. Tel: 
377946, Fax: 375079

OUSS TALK: LASER SPECTROSCOPY / OU Scien-
tifi c Society; free for members, 1GBP for nonmembers 
/ 8:15pm / Inorganic Chemistry Building, South Parks 
Rd

SLADE LECTURE / ‘Rembrandt’s genius: technique, 
style & quality’. Prof. Ernst van de Wetering. Public lec-
ture, part of the ‘Reconstructing Rembrandt’ series. / 
5pm / Lecture Hall, Taylor Institution, St Giles’, Oxford

OVEREATERS ANONYMOUS / Weekly 12 Step meet-
ing for anyone with an eating disorder. / 7.30pm 
- 8.30pm / West Oxford Community Centre, Botley 
Road

OXFORD GAMELAN SOCIETY / Play the enchanting 
bronze orchestra of Java! Beginners welcome / Balfour 
Building, 60, Banbury Road, Oxford. Contact: Martyn 
Bull 01235 815470 or Pete Smith 01865 510815 /6pm

BUTTERFLIES - THE MILLENIUM ATLAS PROJECT 
/ Talk by Jim Asher. Oxford Meads Wildlife Group 
(BBOWT). £1(children free). Info: A McDonald, 556651 
/ 7.30pm / Shipton on Cherwell Village Hall , First left 
after Birchwood Drive, Shipton on Cherwell (Map Ref 
SP 478168)

DAUGHTERS OF JERUSALEM / Readings from a 
new Oxford novel by the author, Charlotte Mendelson 
/ Waterstone’s, Broad St / 7pm / £3 (includes wine & is 
redeemable against the price of the book)

WOMEN FOR PEACE: ISRAEL & PALESTINE / Free 
Public Meeting. Judith Keshet & Meira Hanson / Oxford 
Town Hall, St Aldate’s / 7.30 p.m. / Web: www.op-
issg.supanet.com / Email: les@lclyne.freeserve.co.uk

OXFORD ORNITHOLOGICAL SCOIETY / Ian Lew-
ington: ‘More tips on bird identifi cation’. Non-members 
very welcome. Contact: David Hawkins, 01993 704786 
/ 7.45pm / Maison Francaise, Norham Rd. Tel: 274220, 
Fax: 274225 / maison@herald.ox.ac.uk

CUBA SOLIDARITY OXFORD / Professor Rodney 
Peffer (Sandiego Friends of Cuba & Cuba Sister 
City Association) speaks on US solidarity work. Info: 
778009 / 7.30pm / Oxford Town Hall, 109-113 St 
Aldate’s; Tel: 252195

MEETINGS/LECTURES

11 MORE on
 www.dailyinfo.co.uk!

FOOD

 24 MORE 
Houses/Flats To Let on 

www.dailyinfo.co.uk

HOUSES/FLATS TO LET

COMPUTERS 
FOR SALE/ HELP

PCFIXIT. No fix, no pay. Free 
consultation. Ring 01865243609. 
pcfixit@go.com

RENT AN IMAC with printer from 
£45.00/month, iBook from 
£65.00/month. www.macfaction.co.uk / 01865 
764091.

OXFORD MACINTOSH SOLUTIONS Ltd for all your 
Apple Macintosh Sales Services and Support. 0871 
7170000 www.omsuk.com

53 more on 
www.dailyinfo.co.uk!

OXFORD HISTORY

     9 more on 
www.dailyinfo.co.uk!

STUDENT LIST
A few remaining, conveniently located and well 

presented properties, mainly for four persons 
sharing, over the 2003-04 academic year.

For further details, or to arrange viewing,
contact Pearce Alder & Co, 01865 246502 

pearcealderco@talk21.com

THEATRE REVIEW

Must be profi cient in Photoshop, have 
knowledge of digital imaging, scanning and 
photography. Must be available on a fl exible 
but regular basis, may suit photographic 
student or a photographer wanting regular 
freelance work. Pay £5 - £10 per hour 
depending on experience. 

Contact lisa@alamy.com with your 
details before Monday March 17th

PART-TIME (one to two days a week) 
Digital Imaging Assistant

 needed for quality control at an 
online photographic agency. 

Part-time teaching
Lively, fully qualifi ed teachers required for Key 

Stage 2/3 literacy and numeracy to work in fun, 
vibrant tuition centre (children aged 6 to 14).  

Good rates of pay.
Returners and NQTs welcome.  

Please call 01865 514574 for more details.

‘Daughters of Jerusalem’- an Oxford novel
“Superb, hilarious...lyrical, poignant, redemptive” 

- The Guardian

Reading by the author, Charlotte 
Mendelson, at Waterstone’s, Broad St. 

7pm, Wednesday 12 March.  £3*
*Includes wine & is redeemable against the price of the book

WE NEED YOU...
...If you can teach Business Studies, 

Economics, Accounts or CIT. 
Flexible hours, minimum 6 hrs per week, 

start April. Reply to: Laura Freeth, 
Bellerbys College, 9 Blue Boar Street, 

Oxford OX1 4EE. Tel.: 01865 205077
email: lfreeth@studygroup.com

Previous email applicants: please reapply! 
We lost your details due to system failure

Full and Part-time 
Telephone Fundraisers

The Phone Room is looking for  ambitious, moti-
vated and results-focused people who thrive 
in a fun, team-based environment. We offer an 
excellent starting salary from £6 per hour.
Available shifts:  12:30-5pm  and 6-9pm 
Monday to Friday plus weekend day shifts. 
You will need to be able to work at least one week-
end shift (3 Hours). Interested? Talk to Helen, 
Alistair or Geoff on 01865 324282/ 324283

THURSDAY 13 MARCH 8.00PM Sheldonian Theatre. 
Mozart Violin Concerto No 5, Beethoven Symphony 
No 3 ‘Eroica’. Oxford Philomusica Orchestra, Mayumi 
Fujikawa violin, Marios Papadopoulos conductor. 
Box Office 01865 305305

ROOM TO RENT, Headington. Call Matt 07796 696367 £300 
bills 
MORRELL AVENUE LARGE room young professionals £350pcm 
incl bills jessbanks@email.com 
DBL ROOM C.HEADINGTON, From Mid-April.Female only. 
07789634111 
LOVELY IFFLEY RD ROOM shared house professional female. 
£340excl (01865)243012 
HEADINGTON: SINGLE ROOM. available April. Superb house. 
£255excl. trevor@ballacorkish.net 421337
BOTLEY - DOUBLE Room. £325 pcm. Avaliable mid end April 
Claire21a@hotmail.com 
A SINGLE £68PW a double £90 pw green road. 07956419890. 
£300 KIDLINGTON CHARACTER house (and sharers) Call now! 
07786585766 
HEADINGTON, DOUBLEBEDROOM FROM 18 03, TV, 
microweaver,75p/w ex.b , 07876684923 
JERICHO HOUSE-SHARE. £375 including bills. Female n/s pre-
ferred. nini1001@web.de 
HEADINGTON, ONE DOUBLE room,75p/w excl.bills start from 
18 03,07876684923 
NICE SINGLE ROOM in blackbird leys, free internet&bills, 
07881-923390 
HEADINGTON SINGLE FURNISHED room £250 from March 15th 
karl.mccullagh@anat.ox.ac.uk 
TWO SINGLE ROOMS, Cowley, 20 mins to town,£260pm, 
Tel:07747830355 
NICE ROOM £230 incbills ASAP ONLY FEMALE 
ARMANDOUK2002@YAHOO.COM 
HOUSE TO LET (off abingdon road) 5 rooms ! tel 
07931414380 

EXCELLENT MACROMEDIA FLASH person for approx 30 day 
contract: support@connectivityman.com 
TEFL TEACHER WITH CELTA wanted to start April. Contact 
aconsidineobc@hotmail.com 
VIOLIN LESSON WANTED Pref. student for MUSICIAN beginner 
vln@remoller.freeserve.co.uk 07986235585 
WEEKEND WORK ON Catering Trailer £5/hr Neil on 
07721630589 
5£ BORDERS VOUCHER for a 40 min psy experiment. 
massimiliano.zampini@psy.ox.ac.uk 
VOLUNTEERS WANTED FOR HOMELESS Befriending Project - 
oxbefriendscheme@crinet.co.uk or 07967974105 
EXPERIENCED MAINTENANCE PERSON required for domestic 
repairs Tel 07957 325637 
AMBITIOUS? IMMEDIATE Start for self-motivated individuals. 
Tel. 020 7664 0569 
CAMBRIDGE GRADS IN Oxford! 20-30s. PLEASE EMAIL 
cosima202@yahoo.com now! 

YEAR 5 MATHS TEACHER wanted, £15 hour email 
kreecha_pu@yahoo.com 
WOMENS FOOTBALL TEAM need a goalkeeper ring Jamie 
07736962808 
WANTED PRIVATE SPANISH lessons 4 hrs week Lucy 
01865373252 

HOLIDAY VALUE!  Get a week on web & 
sheet for the price of one advert.

Call 553377 / email dailyinfo@dailyinfo.co.uk

Taken from Mary Potter’s Oxford Calendar 1986
1.  For Christmas 1864, Charles Dodgson gave Alice Liddell a 
handwritten story, with his own drawings, called Alice’s Adven-
tures Underground. The version with which most of us are famil-
iar - Alice’s Adventures in Wonderland, illustrated by Sir John 
Tenniel, a Punch artist - was published a year later. The Wonder-
land title was suggested by Alice’s father Dean Liddell, influential 
Dean of Christ Church and an eminent lexicographer.
2.  Dodgson had hoped to use his own illustrations for the 
printed version, but Ruskin (who was also Alice’s drawing master) 
told him that they showed insufficient talent to warrant spend-
ing the time to improve them. Ruskin appears in the book as ‘an 
old conger eel that used to come once a week’ to teach ‘drawing, 
stretching and fainting in coils.’
3.  It was agreed with Tenniel that his drawings should not resem-
ble the real Alice, whose hair was short and dark. Photographs 
and a portrait by Dodgson show an intelligent, serious little girl 
with deep-set eyes and a heart-shaped chin, quite different from 

the popular image. Tenniel caricatured himself in the White 
Knight.
4.  As for the original manuscript, Alice sold it to raise death 
duties after the death of her husband, Reginald Hargreaves, in 
1928. It went to an American dealer for £15,400. Now, however, 
it is in the British Museum, having been presented to us in 1948 
by the Americans ‘as the slightest token of recognition for the 
fact that (you) held off Hitler while we got ready for the war.’ A 
facsimile edition is now available, published by Michael Joseph 
in collaboration with Alice’s granddaughter. It includes Dodg-
son’s portrait of Alice.
5.  Classical scholars may recognise Alice’s father as the co-
author of the Greek Lexicon “Liddell & Scott”. Alice herself 
shared with Dodgson a delight in wordplay. Dodgson created the bizarre atmosphere of the books by distortion of some of the events 
and characters in Alice’s own life. 
6.  There is a story (hotly denied by Dodgson, who claimed it was “utterly false in every particular”) that Queen Victoria liked Alice’s 
Adventures in Wonderland so much that she wrote to ask Dodgson to send her a copy of his next book. Soon afterwards she was 
surprised to receive the mathematician’s Treatise on Determinants. 
7. The original stuffed dodo, in the Tradescant Collection at the Ashmolean since 1683, became infested with moths. The remains (the 
feet and a few feathers) are now in the University Museum, along with a copy of a fine painting of the bird dating from 1651.
8.  It is thought that hatters had a tendency to mental deterioration because of the toxic effects of the mercury they used to weight 

hat bands.
9.  Further reading: ‘Alice’s Adventures in Oxford’ by Mavis Batey.

LOCH FYNE RESTAURANT 

20% OFF
See the ‘Restaurants’ page 
of www.dailyinfo.co.uk


