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SATURDAY 12TH - MONDAY 14TH MAY 2001 (3RD - 4TH WEEK)

BANDS, DISCOS, LIGHTS
KEYBOARDIST SEEKS VOCALIST. Thoughtful, edgy 
songs (REM, Moby, Lennon. . .?). 01865-516188. 
DISCO, PA, AND Lighting equipment - hire and sales. 
118 Cowley Road, 722027 
BANDS, DISCO, KARAOKE, equipment hire, from ODS. 
01865-736660. 
DISCOS, KARAOKES AND EQUIPMENT HIRE - Dave 
Seamer Entertainments, (01865) 240054 

FOOD AND DRINK

Apollo 0870 606 3500
LOONEY TUNES LIVE STAGE SHOW      
‘A 24 carrot sensation’  Sat 12th 1.00, 6.00
ROY CHUBBY BROWN     Sun 13th 7.30
Plus support . Not for the easily offended.

VICTORIA WOOD    Mon 14th - Tue 15th 7.30
The TV star live on stage.

MADAM BUTTERFLY   Fri 18th - Sat 19th 7.30
Puccini’s Japanese masterpiece, with Chisinau National 
opera.

Old Fire Station 794490
THE LITTLE PRINCE Sat 12th: 2.30, 7.30 
Magical goose-back journey from planet to planet.  
See review at www.dailyinfo.co.uk

WRECK THE AIRLINE BARRIER
Tue 15th - Sat 19th: 7.30; Sat mat: 2.30

A plane journey that will end in disaster.

Playhouse 798600
JONZI D IN AEROPLANE MAN Sat 12th 8.00
A black man’s quest for his spiritual home.

SOUTH PACIFIC
Mon 14th - Sat 19th 7.30; Sat mat. 2.30

Rogers and Hammerstein’s tropical classic.

Burton Taylor Theatre          793797
LONE STAR Sat 12th 7.30
Beer in a Texan back yard.  
See review at www.dailyinfo.co.uk

BLANK VERSE  Sat 12 th 9.30
James Kettle’s bittersweet comedy.  
See review at www.dailyinfo.co.uk

MAKING HISTORY Tue 15th - Sat 19th 7.30
Hope, power and friendship through the Irish rebellion.

MY CAT GEOFFREY Tue 15th - Sat 19th 9.30
Story of relationships, remote controls and a cat.

Pegasus Theatre                722851
THE GOLDEN DOOR Sat 12th 7.30 

Two tribes and a stranger discover the Golden Door.   

Merton College Chapel  
ST JOAN Sat 12th 8.30  
Shaw’s drama of ideas. 

Magdalen College Gardens  
THE RIVALS Sat 12th 2.30, 7.30 
Sheridan in the President’s garden.  See review.        

Moser Theatre, Wadham 
PRESENT LAUGHTER Tue 15th - Sat 19th 7.30 
Noel Coward’s 1930’s country-house comedy.   

St John’s College Auditorium
THE BUTTERFLY LOVERS    Wed 16th - Sat 19th 7.30 
Old Chinese folk story about a forbidden love.

Michael Pilch Studio, Jowett Walk
07941 912285

TWELVE ANGRY MEN    Wed 16th - Sat 19th 7.30 
Famous jury room drama.

Brasenose New Quad
DUCK VARIATIONS     Fri 11th - Sun 13th 2pm
Comedy from two old men on a park bench.

THEATRE

Until Thursday 17th May

Odeon Magdalen Street      725305
BRIDGET JONES’S DIARY (15)    

Sat: 12.10, 2.30, 4.55, 7.20, 9.50
Sun - Thur: 1.15, 3.45, 6.15, 8.45 

The famous singleton on screen.

RUGRATS IN PARIS (U) 
Sat 11.30am, 1.20; Sun 12.30

The TV tots hit the continent.

THE MEXICAN (15)               Sat: 3.20, 6.10, 9.00; 
Sun-Wed: 2.30, 5.30, 8.15; Thur: 2.30

Julia Roberts / Brad Pitt dream team fi lm about a gun.

THE MUMMY RETURNS (12)       Thur 17th 6.00, 8.40
Preview.

BILLY ELLIOTT (15) Wed 16th 10.45am
Senior Screen; complimentary refreshments..

Odeon George Street           723911

 CLOSED  FOR REFURBISHMENT

Ultimate Picture Palace        245288
CHARLIE’S ANGELS (15) Sat - Mon 5.00
Return of the gleesome threesome.

CHOCOLAT (12) Sat - Mon 7.00; Tue - Thur 6.30 
Juliet Binoche defeats the church with confectionary.

AUDITION (18) Sat: 9.15, 11.30pm;
 Sun / Mon: 9.15; Tue-Thur 9.00

Gruesome Japanese shocker.  See review at 
www.dailyinfo.co.uk

Phoenix Picture House        512526
CAPTAIN CORELLI’S MANDOLIN (15)     

Daily 2.00, 4.15, 6.45, 9.15 
Famous mediterranean wartime romance.

THE CONTENDER (15) 
Sat-Sun: 7.00; Mon & Wed: 4.00; 

Tue: 4.00, 9.20; Thur: 4.00, 7.00
A female vice-president faces rumours about her past.

UNDER THE SAND (15) Sat-Sun: 9.20; 
Mon, Wed & Thur: 2.10, 9.20; Tue: 2.10

Charlotte Rampling’s husband disappears.

13 DAYS(15) 
Sat: 4.20, 11.30pm; Sun: 4.00; Tue & Wed: 6.30

The Cuban missile crisis.

LE GOÛT DES AUTRES (15) Mon 6.30
Showing in association with Maison Francaise.

MILDRED PIERCE (PG) 
Sat: 11.30pm; Sun: 12 noon

Joan Crawford in melodramatic fi lm noir.

DOUBLE BILL: THE CUP (PG) AND HIMALAYA (PG)
Two fi lms of Tibet.  Sun: 12 noon

CLOSE-UP (PG) Sun 2.15
Persian Society fi lm: an impostor fi lms a family.

KIDS’ CLUB: EVERAFTER (PG) Sat 2.00
Drew Barrimore plays Cinderella. 
No unaccompanied adults!

SCHIZOPOLIS (15) Sat 12th 11.30pm
Cult cinema: bizarre comedy of paranoia.

AFTER HOURS (15) Thur 17th 11.30pm
Nocturnal misadventures of an innocent.

CENTRAL STATION (15) Thur 17th 11.30pm
Poignant road movie. In association with Oxfam.

CINEMA

Saturday 12th May

KIDS STORYTIMES / A diffrent book read every week 
/ 11.00am / Borders bookshop, 9, Magdalen St, Oxford 
OX1 3AD; Tel: 203901

PAPER-MAKING WORKSHOP / Have fun making your 
own paper and cards. Details from Ruth Bader-Gilbert 
on 559176 / 10am-4.30pm / 8 Portland Rd

DROP THE DEBT PARADE / Includes speakers and 
activities in Broad St 3pm . Details: 730400, 723486, or 
246818 / 2pm / South Park, Oxford

TREASURES OF THE ASHMOLEAN MUSEUM / 
Guided tour of selected objects. Meet at friends’ desk. 
£1.50. Booking: 278015 (9am-1pm) / 11am-12noon / 
Ashmolean Museum, Beaumont Street. Opening times 
: Tues-Sat 10am-5pm, Sun 2pm-5pm; Tel: 278000, Fax: 

278018

Sunday 13th May
PAPER-MAKING WORKSHOP / Have fun making your 
own paper and cards. Details from Ruth Bader-Gilbert 
on 559176 / 10am-4.30pm / 8 Portland Rd

LATE SPRING OPEN DAY / Book stall, plant stall and 
guided walks. Info from Janet, 820522 or Grace, 717534 
/ 2-5pm / Boundary Brook Nature Park, nr Larkrise 
School, off Iffl ey Road

BIRD WATCHING DAY / Oxford Ornithological Society. 
Meet at ‘Fisherman’s Hut’ beside sailing club. Contact 
326632 / 10am-4pm / Farmoor Reservoir

Monday 14th May
ABINGDON ASTRONOMICAL SOCIETY / AGM / 8:00 
/ Methodist Church Hall, Dorchester Crescent, Abing-
don; Tel: 01491 201620

URBAN REGENERATION AND HISTORIC TOWN 
CENTRES / Illustrated talk by Neil Mattinson / 8pm,coffee 
7.30pm, guided tour of Oriel by Sir John Elliot 7pm. / 
Oriel College, Oriel Square; Tel: 276555

ANGLO-FRENCH RELATIONS IN THE AFTERMATH 
OF THE HUNDRED YEARS WAR / With Charles Giry-
Deloison & Steven Gunn / 2pm / Maison Francaise, 
Norham Rd,Oxford.OX2 6SE; Tel: 274220, Fax: 274225, 
Email: maison@sable.ox.ac.uk

TO BE ANNOUNCED / Prof A V Lowe / 5pm / St Cross 
Building

MEETINGS

GIGS + NIGHTLIFE

Saturday 12th May

DETROIT SOUND SPINNERS / 50’s, 60’s, & 70’s, 
Motown & Northern Soul. £5. / 9pm-2am / Backroom @ 
The Bully, 162 Cowley Road; Tel: 244516, Fax: 202457, 
Email: info@thebully.f9.co.uk

INSTINCT / Covers, 70’s to present / tbc / Red Lion, 
Cassington Road, Yarnton

Sun 13 May
POETRY/MUSIC MEDLEY / With Keith Jebb, Helen 
Kidd & Simon Wickham-Smith. £5/£3. Details 556188 / 
8pm / Northgate Hall, St Michael’s St

Mon 14 May
LUIS D’AGOSTINO TRIO / Every monday / Cricketers 
Arms, 43, Iffl ey Rd; Tel: 726264

DAVE HOLE BAND / Monday blues night,free entry. / 
8pm onwards / Fuggle & Firkin, 14 Gloucester Street; 
Tel: 726255

VENETIAN MASKED BALL / £15 in aid of charity / 
8pm-midnight / Oxford Town Hall, 109-113 St Aldate’s; 
Tel: 252212

OXFORD SCHOLARS LANGUAGE School. Small groups. 
Flexible hours. Exam preparation. 01865-721751. 
ARGENTINIAN TANGO DANCE. Private lessons, 1-to-1 
or 1-to-2. Tel: 01865 790748. 
A / AS LEVEL tuition in Philosophy and Art History. 
EFL tuition also offered. Mature, experienced, profes-
sional female. Call 01865-552583 
GUITAR TUITION, BEGINNERS of all ages welcome. 
Contact Nick 07989 688147.
VIOLIN: TOP-LEVEL tuition.  All ages and levels. 
790748

TUITION OFFERED

RALEIGH MOUNTAIN BIKE (men’s)-needs work and new 
front_wheel, jmacadam60@hotmail.com
QUALITY TOURING FRAME: 54cm Campag HS Nadex BB £30 
petefinn@appleonline.net 
BOYS BMX SUIT 3-5 year old. £10. kidlington / centralox 
gillH@bigfoot.com 
HONDA CB750F 1983 Black £750 o.n.o Tel 07810303663 
LADIES BIKE - ONLY £25 manzomelissa@hotmail.com 

BIKES FOR SALE

SERVICES OFFERED

VANOLOGY REMOVAL SERVICE. Reasonable rates, 
local and long distance. Reliable. Phone / fax John 
01865-243609 or van@vanology.screaming.net 
BIG OR SMALL WE SHIP IT ALL. 50% DISCOUNT ON 
PACKAGING MATERIALS TO ALL STUDENTS WHO SHIP 
WITH US, FREE PICK UP IN OXFORD. MAIL BOXES 
ETC., Summertown 01865 514655, Headington 01865 
741729. 

ONE RADIOHEAD TICKET. Best offer in May secures. 
wantedtogobutcannot@hotmail.com 
NIKON F70 CAMERA and 2 lenses, good as new. 
553035 
WASHING MACHINE CANDY Eclypsa Slimline. £120. 
Edward 07900 180569. Jericho. 
SOFA BED. GOOD condition. £95 ono Ox776886 
nick_hanne@hotmail.com 
FREE. HI-FI shelves with drawer lesleykc@hotmail.com 

FOR SALE

SMALL ATTIC ROOM available in friendly Jericho 
house. Tel 553035 
SMALL ROOM EAST Oxford shared house, non-smok-
ing, available 1st June. £220pcm, deposit, bills. 
Stephen, Oxford 250290. 
LECKFORD ROAD, STUDENT rooms, shared house. 
Available from June. 514007 
4 BEDROOM HOUSE, HENLEY STREET, available 
1/08/01, all large rooms, lovely garden and patio, 
excellent condition, Cowley Road Tescos 3min walk, 
£1200pcm, call Ross 07958-600863. 
EXCEPTIONALLY NICE ROOM in South Oxford £300 
plus bills. Professional/postdoc N/S preferred. Call 
Sandra/Sarah on 249370.
ABSURDLY NICE FIVE BED HOUSE off Cowley Road. 4 
doubles (2 huge), 1 single. Kitchen with dining area. 
Living room. Washing machine, C/H, power shower, 
microwave etc. Newly decorated. £1250 pcm (£57 
pp/week). Call Harry 240038. 
HOME-SHARE, EAST Oxford. ‘Co-operative’ lifestyle. 
Like to share meals, etc. Ecological and creative. 
Enjoying responsibility & good communication.Two 
n/s working people (one m, one f) sought to join us. 
07980 550284 
LARGE GROUND FLOOR room for use as study or sim-
ilar during working hours. Non-residential.£280pcm. 
Central North Oxford. Tel: 01865-553377. 
ROOM VACANT 1ST June Headington. £280 pcm 
including bills. Female preferred. Contact 
catherine@baytreecentre.co.uk or 07714 674924

MARSH BALDON CE PRIMARY SCHOOL, THE GREEN, 
MARSH BALDON, OXFORD OX44 9LJ Required for 
September for 1 year in first instance an enthusiastic 
teacher to work with small junior class (prob. Y5/6) 
NQTs welcome. Please contact Headteacher Jo Capel 
Davies for details. Closing date 18 May. Visits wel-
come. 
EFL TEACHERS AND Sport Supervisors required for 
residential international summer camp near Oxford, 
July 8-24, ages 11-17 years. Tel; 0208 9548787. 

JOBS OFFERED

STALLHOLDERS WANTED FOR Jericho Street Fair. Sat-
urday 9th June from 10am. £15 (£12 for charity). Con-
tact 557902 or Jericho Community Centre, 33A Canal 
Street 

WANTED

SECOND-HAND APPLE MACS : www.macfaction.co.uk 
or call 01865 764091       
A WORKING APPLE for just £75 !! Includes printer 
and modem !! Has CD-Rom drive and graphics soft-
ware. It’s old but it works. You want it, you know 
you do. Call Ian on 432901 (eves) 

COMPUTERS FOR SALE

FULL-CHESTED LAD (18?) offered respect and atten-
tion by hospitable, independent, mature male. Home 
near Notting Hill Gate, London.(‘’Oxford Tube’’) Write 
to Box 3/5/CN/4, Daily Information, 10 Kingston 
Road, Oxford, OX2 6EF,
GWM 35 SEEKS similar for fun and friendship. Box 
10/5/CN/4

CONTACTS

Pearce Alder & Co 
Oxford 246502

Student 
Accommodation Available 
for Academic Year 2000/2001

We are now taking bookings 
for our well-located properties 

throughout the city - 
mainly for 4 persons sharing. 

Phone us now for further details:

Lebanese Restaurant
AL-SALAM

Good Food, Good Atmosphere, Open EVERY day!
6 Park End Street, Oxford  OX1 1HH

Telephone 01865 245710

STANDARD  TANDOORI
INDIAN RESTAURANT & TAKEAWAY
OPEN 12.00-2.30, 6.00-11.30 7 DAYS

-- Opposite the Phoenix Cinema --
117 Walton St, Oxford, OX2 6AJ. tel. 553557

Excellent cuisine at reasonable prices

OPEN
9am-9pm

Daily
News Cafe, 1 Ship Street, 

Oxford.   Tel: 242317

BACH 
B MINOR MASS 

A Gala Performance of this Masterwork with the 
Academical Clerks of Magdalen College and London-

based period orchestra Canzona.

Saturday 12th May, 8.00pm, Magdalen Chapel
TICKETS £5-£25 AVAILABLE FROM 

OXFORD PLAYHOUSE - 01865-798600

n

CONDUCTED BY HARRY CHRISTOPHERS, 
WITH REBECCA OUTRAM, ROBIN BLAZE  

PETER HARVEY AND BEN RAYFIELD

EXHIBITIONS

Unseen Treasures / Previously undisplayed old master 
drawings. Ends 22nd July. / Christ Church Picture Gal-
lery, Christ Church (entrance via Canterbury Gate / 
Oriel Square) Opening times : Mon-Sat 10.30-1.00, 
2.00-4.30. Sun 2.00-4.30 (Easter-end Sept closes 5.30); 
Tel: 276172, Fax: 202429

TO LET 

INTENSIVE ENGLISH 
LANGUAGE COURSES

Expert tuition by qualified teachers.      
Small class sizes.
Elementary to advanced levels. 
Competitive prices.
Cambridge exams and IELTS prepararation.
Part-time study option available.
Active help with accommodation.

OXFORD ACADEMY FOR ADVANCED STUDIES 
TEL: 01865 883889

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

ENGLISH TEACHERS
required to teach groups of Japanese 

students from early July to late September 
in central Oxford.  We will pay £20 / hour

 classroom teaching.  Teachers must have a degree 
and TEFL qualification, 3 years

 experience and lots of enthusiasm.
Please send a CV by fax to 841445 or 

email to david@oxford-intl.demon.co.uk 
Or call David at 

Oxford International Exchange: 
841444

Saturday 12th May

EIN DEUTCHES REQUIEM / Wheatley Park Choral 
Society and Madrigal Choir, Oxford Sinfonia and Menden 
Kantorei perform Brahms. £8,£6concs, family £14. Tick-
ets from 872441. / 7.30pm / St. Margaret’s Church, St. 
Margaret’s Road, Oxford

PETER DONOHOE AND MARTIN ROSCOE / Brahms, 
Rachmaninov, Gershwin-Rhapsody in Blue / 7.30pm / 
Sheldonian Theatre, Broad Street

OXFORD PHILOMUSICA CHAMBER SERIES / Andrew 
Haveron (violin), Bozidar Vukocic (cello),Martin Cousins 
(piano) / 8pm / Jacqueline du Pré Music Building, St. 
Hilda’s College, 

ANDREW HAVERTON, BOZIDAR VUKOTIC AND 
MARTIN COUSINS / The trio perform works from 
Beethoven and Tsotakis. £10/£5 / 8pm / Jacqueline du 
Pré Music Building, St. Hilda’s College, 

NICOLE GERA (QUEEN’S)-FLUTE / Lunchtime recitals/
Free / 1.10pm / The Queen’s College, High St, OX1 
4AW; Tel: 279194, Fax: 790819

VERA VAIDMAN PLAYS J.S. BACH / Complete works 
for violin solo, part 2 . £7(£5) / 8pm / Wolfson College 

Hall, Linton Road

Sunday 13th May
HEAR AND NOW - NOSFERATU. / Includes two world 
premieres. £10/£7 / 8pm (Pre-concert discussion 7pm) 
/ Jacqueline du Pré Music Building, St. Hilda’s College, 
Cowley Place; Tel: 276821

CONCERTS

UNSWORTHS BOOKSELLERS
Secondhand & 

Remainder Books 
on the Humanities

AT 50-90% OFF 
PUBLISHERS PRICES

Also Antiquarian Section

Open Every Day. 15 Turl Street, Oxford.

Tickets on the door or from Playhouse Box Offi ce 798600

Holywell Music Room
Sunday 13th May

11.15 am  

KUNGSBACKA PIANO TRIO

SCHUBERT SONATA ARPEGGIONE 
SCHUBERT PIANO TRIO NO. 1 IN B FLAT

Malin Broman (violin); Jesper Svedberg (‘cello); 
Simon Crawford-Phillips (piano) 

SUNDAY 20TH MAY: ENDYMION ENSEMBLE

!
Oxford
Coffee
Concerts

        Borromini EnsembleThe

SCHERZI MUSICALI
A PROGRAMME OF ITALIAN BAROQUE MUSIC

SUNDAY 13TH MAY 8PM HOLYWELL MUSIC ROOM
£7 (£5) PLAYHOUSE (01865-798600) AND ON THE DOOR

Sarah Westwood - Soprano 
Jean Gubbins - Violoncello

Alan Davis - Recorder      
Richard Silk - Harpsicord

MOUTH-WATERING TRADITIONAL LEBANESE CUISINE

SPECIAL LUNCH PACKS - SANDWICHES

253 BANBURY ROAD  SUMMERTOWN  OXFORD  OX2 7HN
0 1 8 6 5  3 1 1 6 6 0

S P E C I A L I S I N G 
I N P A R T I E S O P E N L A T E

Datascope, 104 Great Portland 
Street, London W1N 5PE

Tel: 020 7580 6018 Fax: 020 7580 6068
info@datascope.co.uk  www.datascope.co.uk

JOBS IN 
COMPUTER GAMES

We are the count ry ’ s l ead ing rec ru i tment 
consul tancy for jobs wi th computer games 
companies – programmers, marketing etc. Please 
telephone Julien for programming and artist positions, 

or Malsara for  Marketing and Commercial.

Holistic and Gentle

Do you have 

BACKPAIN or NECKPAIN?

George Neate D.C. (O.C.C.) B.A.A.C.
Please phone 07788 672453

�
Musculoskeletal Therapy for people, cats & dogs

£50 REWARD, CLIMBING gear lost Shotover Park - 
01865 873427 

LOST AND FOUND

Market Research interviewers
 experience preferred 

required for national surveys.  
Transport and telephone essential.  

Please telephone 0870 603 8330

Magdalen College School
Oxford

575 boys, aged 7-18

CHEMISTS AND PHYSICISTS
Required for September 2001, two bright capable graduates to teach Chemistry and

Physics throughout the senior school (11-18), including A Level.

Are you a Chemistry or Physics postgraduate?
Have you considered teaching but don’t want to do a PGCE just yet?
Are you attracted by a career in Oxford?

Starting salary: £18,000-£20,000 p.a.
(plus a start-up one off payment of £2,000).

Please telephone the Master’s Secretary on 01865-242191 for further details or 
email at adhalls@master.magdalen.oxon.sch.uk

EFL TEACHERS REQUIRED for Oxford Scholars Lan-
guage School July-August.Please contact DOS Tony 
Prince 01865 721751 

Oxford’s

MAMMA MIA PIZZERIA, Summertown. Part-time wait-
ing - total about £7/£8 hourly. Part-time kitchen 
assistants £4. Phone 316950.
PAID £10 IN HMV/Waterstone vouchers to hear 
voices. Participants needed for 2hr experiment. Con-
tact jason.chan@psy.ox.ac.uk, tel:271307 
NANNY/MOTHER’S HELP.Chilterns, Oxford 1/2hr, Wat-
lington 5 mins. Three girls, 7, 4, and 7 months. 
£230/week, mon-fri. Car, lovely room/bath in sepa-
rate building. Driver and references essential. Tele-
phone Pauline 01491 638962 
HELP WITH CV’S and job application letters from 
WordsInTime. Tel: 01865-557502, E-mail: cv-
help@wordsintime.com 
GOT A COMPUTER? Put it to work! Information: http:/
/absolutesuccess.bizland.com/uk and 
work@absolutesuccess.bizland.com 

MOVING? THE OXFORD Carriage 
Company has the answer to 
all your removal needs. Please 
ask about vacation storage! Tel: 
01865 891408 
ALEXANDER TECHNIQUE LES-
SONS, Central Oxford & Heading-
ton. Student rates. Tel: 765511 
s.c.@btinternet.com , 
www.hatso.com 
PROOF-READING, EDITING, 
academic/business, reasonable 
rates. Call Julie, 
01865 426784 
julie@highmore.freeserve.co.uk 

SHORT TERM WORK AVAILABLE: 
TEMPORARY MAPPING TEAM

4 positions available
Salary: £6.75 per hour, paid monthly in arrears 
Duration: 6-8 weeks, may be extended to 10 
weeks. Immediate start. 
Hours: 8:30 am – 6:00 pm Shifts to suit.

The Mapping Team is responsible for 
the addition of products into our online 

directory. You must be accurate and 
methodical in your approach to this 

important project. You will be reliable in 
your standards of work and punctual. 
Age is unimportant but familiarity with 
websites and ability to use a computer 
to a competent level is fundamental.

  General offi ce experience useful but not essential; 
computer programming skills not needed. If you would 
like to work in a friendly relaxed atmosphere, please 

send your CV and brief covering letter to: 
Danielle Stocks, Mondus Limited, The Oxford Centre for 

Innovation, Mill Street, Oxford, OX2 0JX 

 REVIEW: THEATRE

 Richard Brinsley Sheridan’s masterpiece 
The Rivals is carried off with great élan in this 
year’s Magdalen Garden Show.  The play of 
1775 is a celebrated, boisterous satire of English 
fashionable society.  This may be a comedy of 
manners, but Sheridan employs a range of humour 
beyond polished drawing-room epigrams.  In 
the Bath of that period (where else?), a series 
of strongly-drawn characters descend for the 
Season and embark upon a tangled course of 
love-affairs....
 The energy of the cast fills this 
production with life, and their enthusiasm 
is infectious.  Jean Meiring, appropriately 
cast as one “somewhat long in the 
tooth” gives us a convincingly 
aged Sir Anthony, full of frenzied 
delivery, effective stick-work 
and a most distinctive laugh. I 
also particularly enjoyed Paul 
O’Mahony as Sir Lucius, 
the Irish baronet-fallen-on-
hard-times, whose every 
moment on the stage was 
wonderfully funny - 
even his entrances and 
exits.  
 All the players, 
in fact, turn in strong 

The Rivals, by R. B. Sheridan
Magdalen College President’s Gardens until Saturday 12th

performances, handling broad farce and tender 
love scenes with equal aplomb.  There is a 
gratifying amount of that linguistic curiosity, the 
Mummerset accent, in all its variants.  Dominating 
all, however, is Steven Barrett’s Mrs. Malaprop.  
He throws himself into this redoubtable female 
role with gusto, and times to perfection all of the 
(eponymous) mangled “particles of speech”.
 This production looks good too, with full 

period dress, down to the very bustles. The 
setting of the President’s Garden at Magdalen 

is delightful, and handily includes a terrace 
which provides the perfect stage.  Pacing is 

very slick, and is eased by Mozart from a 
string quartet.  The fi rst night audience 

(which included a large pigeon) 
proved highly appreciative in terms 

of both laughter and applause; 
in sum, Director Laura Murray 

has fully achieved her aim 
of “a summer evening of 

light-hearted escapism”.  
In fact, clement weather 

continuing, this might just 
be the very model of an 
Oxford garden show.

Jonathan Morgan  
10/5/01

WORCESTER COLLEGE CHAPEL CHOIR

Mozart & Haydn Masses

St. Barnabus Church, Jericho. £5 (£3 on door)
(plus discount at the Old Bookbinders Arms)

Saturday May 12th, 8pm

7

A Public House on 
Walton Street

Closing date for applications:  Tuesday 22nd May

Think there’s a lot here?  There’s ten 
times more on our website:


