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Oxford’s

Odeon George Street 
0870 5050007

BRING DOWN THE HOUSE (12A)         Daily: 12.30, 
3.00, 5.45, 8.30

She breaks out of prison to be with him...
X-MEN 2 (12A)                Daily: 1.00, 4.15, 7.30 1.00, 4.15 
They’re, erm, back. See review at dailyinfo.co.uk
THE MATRIX RELOADED (15) Daily: 12.45, 1.15, 1.45*, 

4.00, 4.30, 5.00* 7.15*, 7.45, 8.00* 
There is still no spoon. See review at dailyinfo.co.uk
THE HUNTED (15)            Daily: 1.30*, 3.50*, 6.15*, 8.45* 
Fighting with knives. Review right

Odeon Magdalen Street 
0870 5050007

ANGER MANAGEMENT (15)     Daily: 12.15*, 3.00*, 
5.45*, 8.30* 

Jack Nicholson infuriating? Surely not...
JOHNNY ENGLISH (PG) Daily: 6.00
Rowan Atkinson in spy spoof. See review at 
dailyinfo.co.uk
RIPLEY’S GAME (15)       Daily: 2.15, 8.15
Older, no nicer, but still talented.... See review at 
dailyinfo.co.uk

* = Wheelchair Access

Ultimate Picture Palace 245288
WOMAN OF THE DUNES(18) Thu: 7.00pm 
An entymologist is trapped in a pit with an alluring peasant 
woman !

HOW TO LOSE A GUY IN TEN DAYS (12A)   
                Thu: 9.30pm 
Relationship comedy

Phoenix Picture House 512526
THE MATRIX RELOADED (15)      Daily: 12.30, 3.10, 

6.00, 8.50 plus Thu: 11.40pm
There is still no spoon. See review at dailyinfo.co.uk
THE HEART OF ME (15)                      Thu: 3.15, 7.15, 11.15
Upper class Englishman falls in love with his wife’s sister 
TREMBLING BEFORE G-D (15)      Thu: 1.15, 5.15, 9.15
The plight of Jewish homosexuals.

CINEMA
 Until Thurs 12th June

The Apollo Oxford 
0870 6063500

SATURDAY NIGHT FEVER Mon 9 - Sat 21
Mon -Thu: 7.30 Fri: & Sat: 5.00, 8.30 

The Broadway & West End musical on tour. £10.50 - 
£28. See review above

Old Fire Station Theatre 297170
JAQUES AND HIS MASTER     Tue 10 - Sat 14

Daily: 7.30pm Sat: 2.30pm, 7.30pm 
Comedy of errors & existence. £8.50/£6.50

Oxford Playhouse 305305 
A MIDSUMMER NIGHT’S DREAM      Tue 10 - Sat 14  

Daily: 7.30. Fri 8.00, Thu & Sat Mats: 2.30 
Watermill Theatre Company. See review above 

Pegasus Theatre 722851
ALL MY SONS  Tue 10 - Sat 14: 8pm 
The Oxford School of Drama perform Arthur Miller’s 
play.£2.50-£5.50. See review above right

Burton Taylor 305305
AT HOME WITH JOS LAVERY     Tue 10 - Sat 14: 

7.30pm 
‘A good time you have to pay for’. £5/£4
Longborough Festival Opera House 

01451 830292
ALBERT HERRING - BENJAMIN BRITTEN         

Wed 11 - Sat 14: 6.30pm 
Part of the Longborough Festival Opera. £30-45 

St Catherine’s College 
TWELFTH NIGHT      Thu 12 - Sat 14

Thu: 7.15 Fri & Sat: 1.30, 7.15 
Outdoor Shakespeare. Bookings 07890 070 226

Headington Hill Park
TWELFTH NIGHT   Fri 6 - Sat 14  

Daily (not Sun): 8pm 
Creation Theatre presents. Book online / on 245745 / 
or buy on door from 7.15pm NB continues to July

THEATRE
 Until Thurs 12th June

MEETINGS/LECTURES
PUBLICIZE YOUR SOCIETY HERE!

Put YOUR meetings or lectures up -
immediately, any time and free - at 

www.dailyinfo.co.uk
CND AGM / Campaign for Nuclear Disarmament AGM 
at Towm Hall / CND / 7.30 - 9.30pm / 220, Cowley Rd

OED FORUM / A new corpus for the languages of 
Scotland / Fiona Douglas / 5pm / Rewley House. 
1,Wellington Square; Tel: 270380

OXFORD COUNCIL OF CHRISTIANS & JEWS / 
‘Relections on Friendship’: readings by members / 
8pm / Friends’ Meeting House. 43 St Giles

‘THE PRESENCE OF AMERICA AND POSTWAR-
GERMANY’S CULTURAL RESPONSES’ / Heinz Ick-
stadt. All welcome, admission free. / 5pm-6.30pm / 
Rothermere American Institute. 1a South Parks Road; 
www.rai.ox.ac.uk

WHAT’S ON  *  JOBS  * ACCOMMODATION 

ROGER BEAUJOLAIS / Acid jazz vibester / @ THE 
SPIN JAZZ CLUB / £6 £4 - doors 8.15pm, band 9pm 
/ info@the-spin.net / www.the-spin.net / Wheatsheaf. 
129, High St 

LIVE ACOUSTIC NIGHT / Solo or duo acts send your 
demo to Martin or Hog NOW! / Phoenix PIcture House, 
57 Walton Street - (Ox) 512526 

KARL DEMATA / Blues guitar / 11pm-2am / Freud’s. 
Walton St; Tel: 311171

GIGS

OXFORD IRISH SOCIETY FESTIVAL / Until 15th 
June. Details: 711885 / Quiz night at the Crown 
House, Crown St. Come in teams/alone. 8pm / 
greenfl ag@btopenworld.com

FETES, FAIRS & FESTIVALS

EXHIBITIONS

Christ Church Picture Gallery  

Entrance via Canterbury Gate / Oriel Square.
Open: Mon-Sat 10.30-1.00, 2.00-4.30. Sun 2.00-4.30  Tel. 276172

Ornamentation: Drawings for the 
Decorative Arts (April 30 - July 27)

Selections from the permanent graphic art collection,
featuring the designs of Giulio Romano 

COMING

Full and Part-time 
Telephone Fundraisers

The Phone Room is looking for ambitious, 
motivated and results-focused people who 
thrive in a fun, team-based environment. We 
offer an excellent starting salary from £6 per hour.
Available shifts: 12:30-5pm and 6-9pm Monday 
to Friday plus weekend day shifts. You will need 
to be able to work at least one weekend shift (3 
hours). Interested? Talk to Helen or Geoff on 

01865 324282/ 324283

 25 MORE 
Houses/Flats To Let on 

www.dailyinfo.co.uk

GUESTHOUSE

Heather House
It’s welcoming, comfortable, clean & close 

to the High Street (10 min. walk).
Bed & Breakfast from £30 per person 

per night. Parking available. 
Tel.  01865  249757

HEADINGTON 2 BEDROOM FURNISHED FLAT large 
lounge washing machine parking available now 
£750pcm tel: 07957 325637

COURTLAND ROAD, IFFLEY. 3 bed house finished 
to a high specification including living room with 
wooden floor, kitchen with separates, bath and 
shower, garden, new GCH system and off street park-
ing. Rent: £850 pcm. Available: July 01865 722277 
mark@collegeandcounty.biz 

REQUIRED. EFL TUTORS with experience of teach-
ing 7-10 year olds. Knowledge of Japanese 
or Polish advantageous. Tel.763065 or email 
Jenkins@cornmarket.co.uk

STAYING IN OXFORD THIS SUMMER? Earn a high 
weekly wage and a possible chunky bonus for work-
ing nine Saturdays. Call Simone Barker on 01491 
572309

DO YOU LIVE/WORK ABROAD? Earn extra income 
promoting Oxford international school. Email John: 
rowan_john@hotmail.com.

FOR VACATION JOBS AND PERMANENT JOBS, see 
www.CeliaGreen.com

HOUSES/FLATS TO LET

ROOMS TO LET

COMPUTERS 
FOR SALE/ HELP

PCFIXIT. No fix, no pay. Free 
consultation. Ring 01865243609. 
pcfixit@go.com

RENT AN IMAC with printer from 
£45.00/month, iBook from 
£65.00/month. www.macfaction.co.uk / 01865 
764091.

OXFORD MACINTOSH SOLUTIONS Ltd for all your 
Apple Macintosh Sales Services and Support. 0871 
7170000 www.omsuk.com

Lebanese Restaurant
AL-SALAM

6 Park End Street, Oxford  OX1 1HH
Telephone 01865 245710

Good Food, Good Atmosphere, Open EVERY day!

 INDIAN RESTAURANT & TAKEAWAY
(FULLY LICENSED)

Excellent cuisine at reasonable prices

THE STANDARD TANDOORI

-- Opposite the Phoenix Cinema --

For bookings, tel. 553557
117 Walton St, Oxford, OX2 6AJ. 

Open 7 days - 12 - 2.30pm, 6 - 11.30pm

FOOD

BANDS, DISCOS, LIGHTS
DISCO PA & LIGHTING EQUIPMENT: hire 
and sales. 118 Cowley Rd. 01865 722027. 

DISCOS, KARAOKES AND EQUIPMENT 
HIRE: Dave Seamer Entertainments, 
(01865) 240054

BANDS, DISCO, KARAOKE, equipment 
hire, from ODS. 01865 736660

 JOBS OFFERED 

OXFORD IRISH SOCIETY FESTIVAL QUIZ tonight, 8pm, 
at the Crown House, Crown St (off Cowley Rd). Come 
in teams or alone to join others. Details 711885 

22ND ANNUAL JAMES JOYCE EVENING BLOOMSDAY 
CELEBRATION. Port Mahon, St Clements, Monday 
16th June, 7.45pm. £5/£3.50 conc. with Tom Paulin, 
Bernard O’Donoghue, Mick Henry, Gerald Garcia, 
Siobhan McAndrew & Jacob Wills.

Is your life perfect?
Use ‘Get Help For Anything’ on www.dailyinfo.co.uk to make it so!

SMART SINGLE ROOM in lively, large 5 bed 
house off Iffley Road, Oxford. Suit young pro-
fessional. £250 plus bills. Available 15/06. Call 
Paul (01865) 781439 / (07919) 284085 or email 
paul.j.nicholson@royalmail.com

LARGE ROOM IN COUNTRYSIDE COTTAGE near War-
borough, 8 miles S. Oxford. Share with postgrad & 
2 cats. Mid-July. £315pcm excl. N/S vegetarian pre-
ferred. 01865 890261 / rjennings@brookes.ac.uk

SINGLE. £55 PLUS bills. East-central. Short / long let. 
01865 396055, oxacc@hotmail.com

LARGE SINGLE ROOM NEAR CENTRE. Fourth person 
to share with resident landlord. Would suit postgrad 
or professional female. Non-smoker. £80pw includ-
ing bills. Call Chris on 792281 (evenings)

JERICHO/PORT MEADOW: two rooms, shared house. 
Single (£270), large double (£360). 07812 981505

BED AND BREAKFAST. Central. Single. £30/night. 
07766187036 

ROOM NEAR CENTRAL AREA, £260pcm inclusive, 
available 29 June. 07903 960096 / stpbon@aol.com

LECKFORD ROAD. STUDENT SHARED HOUSE. Study 
bedrooms from July. Tel. 01865 514007

SINGLE. NICE HOUSE. LOVELY VILLAGE SETTING. well-
equipped. Close Thame. 10 miles S.E. Oxford. Own 
transport essential. £255 pcm 01844 201338

SINGLE ROOM. CENTRAL MODERN FLAT. Share 
with Prof male (23). £400pcm plus bills. Mid-July. 
chris_davison@hotmail.com 07803 247512

ATTIC ROOM, HEADINGTON. £300pcm. Veg Kitchen. 
Cool creative, solvent individual please. Haldi 
763323

CENTRAL ROOMS FOR STUDENTS FOR NEXT ACA-
DEMIC YEAR. Comfortable furnished houses mostly 
in Jericho, sharing with U.S. undergraduates. TV, 
video, phone, computer. £380pcm including bills; 
10½ month leases (not 12). Call 01865 201132

HUTTON PARKER 
PROPERTY MANAGEMENT

Selection of professional & student 
accommodation

Please call for further details:
(01865) 728999

2 Bed. detached bungalow, Kidlington: £695pcm
3 Bed. house, Marston: £855pcm

3 Bed. house off Headley Way: £1,000pcm
Student Accommodation

7 Bed. house, Divinity Road: £1,925pcm
6 Bed. house, Bartlemas Road: £1,560pcm

4/5 Bed. house, Gipsy Lane: £1,300pcm
3 Bed. house, Stockmore Street: £895pcm

Plus many more student houses available
Visit our website: www.hutton-parker.co.uk

 SERVICES OFFERED
GARDENER. Local to Walton Manor. David: 510412 

VANOLOGY REMOVAL SERVICE. Reasonable rates. 
Local and long distance. Reliable. 01865-243609. 
vanology@go.com

GOING HOME? Got a lot of luggage / personal 
effects / papers? Don’t pay airline prices. Don’t lug 
it through airports and stations. U.K services avail-
able as well as foreign destinations. We can ship 
your personal effects back home at a fraction of the 
cost of airline excess baggage prices, and with none 
of the hassle. R.M BAGGAGE SERVICES. RING FREEP-
HONE 0800 0184268

BIG OR SMALL WE SHIP IT ALL: also 24-hour photo-
copying, private mailing addresses (24-hour access 
and forwarding worldwide), binding, fax bureau and 
much more. Mail Boxes Etc. Summertown 01865 
514655, Headington 01865 741729 

 28 MORE 
‘SERVICES OFFERED’ on 

www.dailyinfo.co.uk

EVER BEEN TOLD YOU TALK TOO MUCH?
We pay good money for your skills! 

We are currently looking for target driven people to 
work on an appointment-setting project for one of the 

biggest Network/Telephone players in Europe.
Starting in July we are looking for:

Flemish/French & Dutch native speakers
We offer £14K pro rata plus commission, which is uncapped 
(average commission earnings per month £800-£1250). 

Hours to suit (between hours of 8am-4.30pm). 
Full training given

E-mail your CV to recruitment@advanced-alchemy.com
or contact Marlies or Kewal on 01869 363700

For more information : www.advanced-alchemy.com

PROPERTY WANTED
WANTED 1 OR 2 BED PROPERTY IN OXFORD 
for professional couple, start August. 
melissaherbert@hotmail.com

18 MORE 
‘Jobs Offered’ on 

www.dailyinfo.co.uk

HOUSEMATE WANTED
EARLY JULY. ‘HOMESHARE’ in Grandpont, Oxford. 
‘Cooperative’ lifestyle. Very high standard place. 
£325pcm plus bills. N/S professional female sought. 
07980 550284.

LEARN ENGLISH

ENGLISH LANGUAGE

20% DISCOUNT
on courses booked in June.

FULL TIME courses from £60p/w
* General English - part-time & full-time
* IELTS - Business English
* Great teaching - small classes !
* New payment plan

British Study Centres. Tel 246620
5 Cambridge  Terrace.  OX1 1UP 

ENGLISH LANGUAGE TUITION. Cambridge /IELTS 
exams. Writing skills. Thesis checking. 728698

WHEATLEY NICE ROOM fully furnished £300.00pcm 
07973562389
ROOM IN NICE house off Iffley Rd. £270PCM. 07950140363
DOUBLE ROOM, NEAR BMW, female only, £233 excl 
01865715631 hellz02@hotmail.com
DOUBLE ROOM IN Littlemore. £275 PCM. Details from 
darren_priestnall@sw2000.com
COWLEY ROAD, LARGE room, friendly house share £290, Ruth 
07855568617
JULY-AUGUST ONLY JERICHO Dbl Room £320pcm Louise 
07762328544
ROOMS TO LET - http://www.aoyv97.dsl.pipex.com
GREAT ROOM - in cowley, early july, 1year, £300 
02069776@brookes.ac.uk
NICE ROOM, HOUSE of three, 295ppm including bills 
diekleinehexe@web.de
OX1 LUXURY FLATSHARE, £500 excl, young prof, midjune, 
luxflatox1@hotmail.com
ROOM IN CENTRAL flat, July/Aug, £300pcm +bills, 
mcollins@oxford-analytica.com
WITNEY HOUSESHARE PARTFURNISHED £210pcm plus bills & 
deposit 01993776943
DOUBLEROOM IN JERICHO, from 1st July, 300pm, 
jerichohouse2003@yahoo.co.uk
FEMALE4 DOUBLE ROOM, 5-share, Cowley, £250pcm+bills. 
07766142466
OFF IFFLEY ROAD. 01865-427345Professional houseshare. 
Available midJune. £245pcm. 01865-427345
CITY FLATSHARE 1 room available now £366pcm 
01865723813
HEADINGTON N/S FURNISHED room. 330 inc. 07796 696367 
available now.
LOOKING FOR SHARE for 1-3months beginning 
July.mowgli_girl@hotmail.com
NICE ROOM, SE-OXFORD, 
Prof Female N/S, £270pcm, 
07779649571

LOVELY JERICHO 3 bed furnished house £960pcm 
rachel@invisiblefilms.co.uk 07866412395
SANDFORD TWO BED cottage From July £725pcm 
01865-777511
SUMMERTOWN LARGE DOUBLE flat. Fantastic. Partfurnished 
£775pcm midJuly ad@davidwatson.com
COWLEY STUDIO. £550 pcm excluding bills. Ring 01865 
247750.
2 BED SPACIOUS flat Summertown, great location. 900 pounds 
pcm. 07776255466
STUDIO FLAT BANBURY road furnished £475pcm 01865 
556407
HAREFIELDS 3BEDROOM TOWNHOUSE £1000pcm av 29 June 
01865 512642
3 BED HOUSE avaliable now £995pm 07957402335 (wytham 
st)
HOUSE AVALIABLE 15MINS walk to town £995pm 
07931414380
4 BED HOUSE REQUIRES 3 PROFESSIONALS £1100 PCM +BILLS 
774354
3 BEDROOM FURNISHED house July and August £700pm 
vtekin40@hotmail.com
HOUSE TO LET 07931414380 wytham st £995pm
4 BEDROOM HOUSE Available JULY’03 HEADINGTON 
a2eem@vodafone.net £1100pcm

5 BED HOUSE St Clements Aug £1350pcm 077699 02838
AVAILABLE NOW: LOVELY basement studio, Bullingdon Road, 
£600pcm 01865249293
1 BED MAISONETTE botley - £625/month - 07769775601
MARSTON 3/4 BED £1000 PCM. TEL:01865 250647house.Well 
Maintained. £1000 pcm. Tel:01865 250647
2 BED CLEAN modern flat near city £800 pcm 07903579809
1BED FLAT. COWLEY/SLADE.NICE. denmoran@hotmail.com 
07765975316
KIDLINGTON ONE BED maisonette. New throughout. £595pcm 
Linda@elwood.co.uk 07899965327

CINEMA REVIEW

THEATRE REVIEW

 169 MORE 
Rooms To Let on 

www.dailyinfo.co.uk

The Hunted
Aaron Hallam (Benicio del Toro) is an elite 
special ops commando, trained to knife his 
human prey silently and without conscience, 
who becomes deeply battle-stressed. After 
going both AWOL and completely bananas, 
he ends up in the woods outside Portland, 
Oregon, jabbering on about proper ‘rever-
ence’ for animals and the annual plight 
of 6 billion chickens as he guts and quar-
ters a bunch of deerhunters. It’s clearly 
time for the FBI to call in L.T. Bonham 
(Tommy Lee Jones), himself a bit of an 
expert tracker and animal lover, and Hal-
lam’s former trainer. This craggy old father 
figure still needs to teach his wayward 
son a lesson or two, and a cat-and-mouse 
chase ensues through the ‘wilderness’ of the 
city and back into the primal woods, where 
finally the two get to test the length of 
one another’s blades in the bloody oedipal 
climax. 
With all its relentless and rather dull 
chase sequences, where the fleeing Hallam 
seems to keep slowing down in order to allow 
Bonham to catch up, ‘The Hunted’ is doomed 
always to be one step behind the quality it 
so clearly pursues. Director William Fried-
kin, who is deservedly celebrated for ‘The 
French Connection’ and ‘The Exorcist’, but 
also responsible for films like ‘Jade’, here 
tries hard to elevate his material by ref-
erencing other, better films. Thus the first 
sign that Hallam is going over the edge is an 
image of his upturned, haunted face bathed 
in halflight, in a clear visual allusion to 
cinema’s best known special ops killer 
turned renegade loony, Colonel Kurtz from 
‘Apocalypse Now’; and the casting of Tommy 
Lee Jones as pursuer, plus a scene involving 

an escape 
from an 
overturned 
prison vehi-
cle, hold 
out the promise of a ‘Fugitive’-style com-
plexity where both hunter and hunted command 
the viewer’s sympathies at the same time. 
Yet Hallam lacks the gravitas of Kurtz; 
and unlike the falsely accused doctor in 
‘The Fugitive’, Hallam is a vicious serial 
killer, played by del Toro as an automaton 
rather than as a real character with whom the 
viewer can identify. He is even described, 
in a cliche that has lain dormant since 
the 80s, as ‘a killing machine’. In the 
end, the biggest influence on ‘The Hunted’ 
is ‘First Blood’, with its fights in the 
forest, improvised traps, and its seemingly 
unstoppable soldier pursued by a concerned 
trainer. Except that the murderous Hallam, 
far from being a victim of smalltown preju-
dice like Rambo, is himself the one who 
draws first blood (and lots of it). If only 
we could sympathise with Hallam in the way 
both he and Bonham seem to sympathise with 
hunted animals, then this film would have a 
chance of engaging our interest; but as it 
stands, the whole length of ‘The Hunted’ is 
merely a tedious deferral of the inevitable 
confrontation. 
The knife fight when it finally comes is the 
most visceral and bloody that you are ever 
likely to see on screen; too bad, then, that 
by that time the viewer has long lost the 
ability to care less who wins. 
Oh, and one last thing: if Bonham is so 
against hunting, why is there a trophy set 
of antlers hanging on the outside of his 
cabin?

Anton Bitel, 10.06.03

Now showing at 
Odeon George 
Street

GERMAN/SWISS/SWEDISH IT HELPDESK £8PH 15-20 hours a 
week 4 to 8pm. Lynne.Hamed@acnielsen.co.uk
FACE-TO-FACE CHARITY FUNDRAISING canvassers required. 
Excellent prospects. Andrew@wiesztort.freeserve.co.uk
CAN YOU SELL Web design services? great CommisionBased 
sales vacancies@sitetech.co.uk
ACTIVITY LEADER JULY/AUGUST 8 weeks afternoons Ring 
Anthony 01865791908
MAINTENANCE PERSON REQUIRED for large central oxford 
office. nicbates@yahoo.co.uk
CLEANER NEEDED, 2 hrs pw, City centre, 01865 240906 (eves).
TEACHER WANTED 25 hours 15th and 22nd June 247987
CLEANER WANTED 3 hrs pw upper wolvercote area, 
michelle.ocallaghan@britishlibrary.net
VOLUNTEER ADULT MENTORS for young people in Oxford-
shire 01865 848181 susan_ansell@hotmail.com)

CHAMBERMAID NEEDED ST.CLEMENTS Weekends some week-
days OX244691

A Midsummer 
Night’s Dream

Oxford Playhouse until Sat 14th

At the Playhouse this week Propeller, the all-
male company that brought us the acclaimed 
Shakespeare adaptation ‘Rose Rage’, is perform-
ing the delicate, frothy, fairy-stuffed comedy, 
‘A Midsummer Night’s Dream’. The stage is 
a bare white space dressed with ladders and 
chairs; a scattering of fairies gathers as the audi-
ence chatters. Fairies, because they’re in their 
underwear, snowy-white longjohns and vests, 
an occasional corset marking the female char-
acters.  The atmosphere is defiantly modern; 
the staging and costumes so bare they seem 
elaborate. Fortunately Puck (Simon Scardifield, 
winsome and bouncy in stripey tights and a 
tutu) is on hand with coats and skirts so every-
one knows their role; Dugald Bruce-Lockhart 
is perfectly noble and passionate as Lysander, 
Jonathon McGuinness a rather retiring Hermia, 
Matt Flynn makes a good-humoured Theseus, 
Emilio Doorgasingh is stroppy and strident as 
warrior queen Hippolyta. The actors flicker 
between human, fairy and rustic, slipping 
between roles (except Guy Williams and Rich-
ard Clothier as Oberon and Titania) by putting 
on workbelts, petticoats and sparkly shoes. 
Being king or queen of the fairies is a full-time 
job, and one that merits feathers, satin, glitter, 
and a great deal of deliciously louche drama 
and posturing. Music, some wonderful songs, 
and the necessary special effects are all per-
formed by the actors with easy skill, but the 
best of them is still in the comedy; Robert 
Hands, pitifully hilarious as long-legged Helena, 
pummeling the stage and tearing her hair; Jules 
Werner (Flute) finding his perfect role as a 
raging Thisbe in pink satin and an incongruous 
snake; a bewildered Bottom (Tony Bell) inco-
herently bemoaning his lost fairy queen. The 
company that describes itself as “searching for 
the concord of this discord” seems effortlessly 
in tune with itself; and always ready to throw 
the joke back at the audience. Don’t miss the 
songs in the interval!

Jeremy Dennis, 10.06.03

Saturday 
Night 
Fever

Oxford Apollo until 
June 21st

The strut, the songs 
and THAT suit - the 
seventies are back in 
Oxford as Saturday 
Night Fever hits town. 
Based on the classic 
John Travolta movie (no more mentions 
of that) this high octane musical sees 
New Yorker Tony Manero pursuing his 
dreams of becoming a dance champion 
in the world of Brooklyn Discos.

As Manero, Stephane Anelli is a great 
stage presence, snake-hipped and brood-
ing, with a light but expressive singing 
voice which is used to best effect on 
the ballad ‘Immortality’. Although Anelli 
dominates from the start, the supporting 
cast are all excellent, especially Darren 
Carnell as the tragic Bobby C, and Jane 
Horn as Annette. However, even these 
performances are eclipsed by the songs 
themselves; to hear the Bee Gees num-
bers sung in a dramatic context brought 
new life to them. ‘Tragedy’, sung by Car-
nell, is a revelation as a huge tear jerking 
power ballad, laying to rest the cheesy 
version by Steps, and ‘If I Can’t Have 
You’, sung by Horn, comes as a plea 
from the heart. Such is the quality of 
the songs it is hard not to believe they 
weren’t written specifi cally for the stage. 
But of course, Night Fever has dancing 
as well, and here the whole cast really 
come into their own. Anelli, and Zoe 
Smith as his dance partner the social 
climbing Stephanie, both dance fantasti-
cally, but the ensemble dance numbers 
are breathtaking. In some cases saying 
the best bit of the evening was the 
end may seem rude but with Saturday 
Night Fever this is the case: the fi nale is 
wonderful, all the cast onstage reprising 
most of the songs, and either Stephane 
Anelli is the best actor in the world or 
he was having as much fun as the audi-
ence. This was one evening which cer-
tainly had the Apollo audience dancing in 
the aisles.

David Wootten, 10.06.03

THEATRE REVIEW

All My Sons
By Arthur Miller

Pegasus Theatre until Sat 14th

All My Sons is a powerful story about family loyalty, 
corporate responsibility, love, betrayal and society. 
It is set in a small American town, post WWII. Joe 
Keller runs a successful industrial manufacturing 
company that provided parts for the air force while 
his own sons were serving in the war. One of the 
sons goes missing, and his mother Kate desperately 
needs to believe that her missing son is returning 
one day. Chris, who came back from the war, is ready 
to head-up the family business and wishes to propose 
to Ann, the sweetheart of his missing brother, whom 
he has invited to visit the family home.

All My Sons was the first great success of Arthur 
Miller’s influential career, winning the Drama Crit-
ics Circle award. This play is an excellent vehicle for 
good acting, so before we even see the performance 
we have high expectations.

One of the great things about theatre is that when 
you go to see a play the experience starts from the 
moment you enter the reception, and in this case 
it bears mentioning that the staff at Pegasus are 
friendly and cheerful, and once you enter the thea-
tre you know you are about to see a show where eve-
ryone is taking care to do their part and do it well. 
It’s that “people” aspect that separates theatre from 
just going to see a movie.

The set takes you right into the world of the Kellers, 
built as it is around the destruction of a peaceful 
facade. Neighbours share a peaceful moment read-
ing the morning newspaper while there is debris and 
a broken apple tree on the lawn from the storm the 
night before. The music creates an atmosphere of 
somehow ominous calm, and the lighting effectively 
changes the tone of each scene. The set is meticu-
lously crafted, and there is nothing here without pur-
pose: you even strain to see the photographs behind 
the screen door.

This is a play about universal themes: “Once and for 
all you must know that there’s a universe of people 
outside, and you’re responsible to it.” It’s relevant 
today after the recent Iraq war: do we put our family 
first, our country first, or the world? Who are we 
fighting for? This is an intense play, and the thea-
tre is hot (tip: wear a t-shirt or you’ll be sorry), 
but during intermission everyone looked relaxed and 
stood about discussing the performance.

This production is an excellent ensemble perform-
ance; here, you have the rare chance to really forget 
that you’re a member of the audience as you feel the 
characters’ torment and become caught up in their 
world. Every actor has the opportunity to have their 
moment on stage, and they all deliver, conveying the 
full complexity of each character. Rachel O’Connor 
gives an outstanding performance as Kate Keller. 
You feel her struggle as a mother and wife, wanting 
what’s right in the world. Luke Smith as Joe Keller 

College Ball 
Info

MAGDALEN / June 27 / SOLD OUT 
www.magdalenball.com

ORIEL / June 27 / SOLD OUT
www.orielball.com 

WADHAM / June 27 / Tickets: £65
(unlimited alcohol).  Attractions: dodgems, 
ferris wheel, music, live performances. Carni-
val theme combining elements of French cui-
sine, South American/Carribean culture, 
Oriental exotica, burlesque, cabaret etc.

www.wadhamball.com 

KEBLE / June 28 / SOLD OUT  
Working tickets still available  
Big wheel, performers, casino, 

massage harem. 
www.kebleball2003.com

tickets@kebleball2003.com 
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is also excellent, though you might not have believed 
him to be a 61-year-old man (but there must of 
course be a little leeway given in this direction when 
watching a student production). In the second act 
he is simply brilliant, with an explosively powerful 
delivery: if you pay attention you can actually feel 
the sound hit you! Robert Fried the director develops 
Arthur Miller’s text carefully, bringing it alive whilst 
allowing the characters to develop fully and the audi-
ence to become absorbed in their emotions. 

This classic piece of modern theatre is a great watch, 
and with a professional, even performance by the 
entire cast from Oxford School of Drama, it’s a great 
night out at the theatre.

Rebekah Roy, 10.06.03


