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FRIDAY 12TH OCTOBER 2001

BANDS, DISCOS, LIGHTS
DISCO, PA, AND Lighting equipment - hire and sales. 
118 Cowley Road, 722027 
BANDS, DISCO, KARAOKE, equipment hire, from ODS. 
01865-736660. 
DISCOS, KARAOKES AND EQUIPMENT HIRE - Dave 
Seamer Entertainments, (01865) 240054 

Oxford’s
Displayed at over 500 points from the station to Headington and Folly Bridge to Summertown - all colleges, departments and language schools.

Fri 12th October
MARTIN WYNDHAM-READ / Australian singer/guitarist, 
Oxford Folk Club / £3.50/£2.50 / 8.30pm / Port Mahon, 
St. Clement’s

X-HAIL / Bond Pop / £3.50 / 8.30pm / Wheatsheaf, 129, 
High St 

HOT SPRING HEALERS / Blues / 11.00pm-2.00am / 
Freud’s, Walton Street; Tel: 311171, Fax: 311171

THEA GILMORE / singer/songwriter £5 adv/£6 door / 
7pm / The Zodiac, 190 Cowley Road; Tel: 420042

GIGS + NIGHTLIFE

SECOND-HAND APPLE MACS: www.macfaction.co.uk 
or call 01865 764091 
OXFORD MACINTOSH SOLUTIONS Ltd. For all your 
Apple Macintosh sales, service and support. 
01865-882504. www.oxmacsolutions.co.uk 

COMPUTERS

MEETINGS

Fri 12th October
THIS HOUSE HAS NO CONFIDENCE IN HER MAJ-
ESTY’S GOVERNMENT (DEBATE) / PRO- Theresa 
May Mp, Evan Harris MP, Phillip Oppenheim CON - Bob 
Marshall-Andrews MP, Sion Simon MP, George Gallo-
way MP / 8.30pm / Oxford Union, Frewin Court

RINGS FOR FINGERS / One of a  series of talks given 
by members of the education service. Booking reco-
mended / 1.15-2.00pm / Ashmolean Museum, Beau-
mont Street. Opening times : Tues-Sat 10am-5pm, Sun 
2pm-5pm (12pm-5pm June, July & August); Tel: 278000, 
Fax: 278018

TUITION OFFERED

English Courses

Shane English School     Tel: (01865) 246620

 " Also 10% off all full-time & Cambridge Exam 
Courses  "  Central Oxford  " Free E-mail & Internet
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from just £28 / week part-time

5 Cambridge Terrace, by St Aldates, Oxford 

RUSSIAN LESSONS WITH experienced teacher, all 
levels. Phone 511867.
ENGLISH LANGUAGE TUITION. Cambridge/IELTS 
exams. Academic English. Thesis checking. 728698 
VIOLIN: TOP-LEVEL tuition. All ages and levels. 
790748 
ARGENTINIAN TANGO DANCE. Classes by arrange-
ment. Tel 790748 
JAPANESE LESSON WITH QUALIFIED NATIVE TEACHER. 
japanese1389@yahoo.co.jp 
SPANISH CLASSES - EXPERIENCED NATIVE teacher. 
mariafmendoza@yahoo.com 727551 
PIANO LESSONS AVAILABLE for beginner and intermediate 
levels. mkd@hotmail.com 
CZECH TRANSLATION OR tuition with native speaker. 
Dreska@seznam.cz or 07866567323 
CHEMISTRY TUITION. A-level and GCSE, from oxford chemistry 
graduate. 431583 

EXHIBITIONS

Thurs 11th October
TRANSPOSITIONS:THE SOUND OF RECYCLING 
/ Musical Instruments made from Bicycle-spokes, 
Umbrella ribs etc / Ashmolean Museum, Beaumont 
Street. Opening times : Tues-Sat 10am-5pm, Sun 
2pm-5pm (12pm-5pm June, July & August); Tel: 278000, 
Fax: 278018

STONED AND SORTED / Fascinating results from 20 
drawers / Pitt Rivers Museum, Parks Road. Open Mon-
Sat 1pm-4.30pm, Sun 2pm-4.30pm. ; Tel: 270927 (info 
270949), Fax: 270943, Email: prm@prm.ox.ac.uk

TRANSFORMATIONS : THE ART OF RECYCLING / 
Including an installation by Joachim Schmid. Ends 1st 
June 2002 / Pitt Rivers Museum, Parks Road. Open 
Mon-Sat 1pm-4.30pm, Sun 2pm-4.30pm. ; Tel: 270927 
(info 270949), Fax: 270943, Email: prm@prm.ox.ac.uk

EXPERIMENT/EXPERIENCIA -ART IN BRAZIL 
1958-2000 / Sculptures and installations by 17 of Bra-
zil’s fi nest. Ends Oct 21st / Museum of Modern Art, 30 
Pembroke Street. Opening times: Tues-Sun 11am-6pm, 
Thurs 11am-9pm; Tel: 722733, Fax: 722573, Email: 
generalenquiry@moma.demon.co.uk

RETURN TO SENDER : WHERE DO YOU COME 
FROM? / A exhibition for visitors by visitors! / Pitt Rivers 
Museum, Parks Road. Open Mon-Sat 1pm-4.30pm, Sun 
2pm-4.30pm. ; Tel: 270927 (info 270949), Fax: 270943, 
Email: prm@prm.ox.ac.uk

MARIE-GLYNN BOIES / Paintings dedicated to Iris 
Murdoch. / Freud’s, Walton Street; Tel: 311171, Fax: 
311171

FIRED WITH ENTHUSIASM: POTTERY INSPIRED BY 
THE COLLECTIONS / Ceramic fi gures produced by 
refugees and children attending summer workshops / 
Pitt Rivers Museum, Parks Road. Open Mon-Sat 1pm-
4.30pm, Sun 2pm-4.30pm. ; Tel: 270927 (info 270949), 
Fax: 270943, Email: prm@prm.ox.ac.uk

OUR MAN IN LADAKH:HIMALAYAN PHOTOGRAPHS 
BY COLONEL RCF SCHOMBERG / 16 rare photo-
graphs made in Ladakh including images of royal family 
/ Pitt Rivers Museum, Parks Road. Open Mon-Sat 1pm-
4.30pm, Sun 2pm-4.30pm. ; Tel: 270927 (info 270949), 
Fax: 270943, Email: prm@prm.ox.ac.uk

MICHAEL BENNALLACK-HART. / Ends 30th October 
/ Pierrepont Fine Art, 1 Folly Bridge.; Tel: 798833, Email: 
kate@pierrepontfi neart.co.uk

LANDSCAPE / A guided tour around the gallery (£2, 
Concessions available) / 2.15pm / Christ Church Picture 
Gallery, Christ Church (entrance via Canterbury Gate 
/ Oriel Square) Opening times : Mon-Sat 10.30-1.00, 
2.00-4.30. Sun 2.00-4.30 (Easter-end Sept closes 5.30); 
Tel: 276172, Fax: 202429

MONET’S GARDEN / Photographic exhibition by Fred 
Jarvis (free) / 9am-6pm / maison@herald.ox.ac.uk / 
Maison Francaise, Norham Rd,Oxford.OX2 6SE; Tel: 
274220, Fax: 274225, Email: maison@sable.ox.ac.uk

REQUIEM / Debut essay in photographic art by Fiona 
Brett. / 12noon-5pm, mon-sat / St. Giles’s Church, St. 
Giles; Tel: 01865-311198

CLUBS / SOCIETIES

Send us your term cards 
for free inclusion in our meetings column.

Email to dailyinfo@dailyinfo.co.uk, or post to 
10 Kingston Road, Oxford.  OX2 6EF

COMING

Get help for anything!
New column on www.dailyinfo.co.uk

There are lots of people out there with the answers.  Have a go!

What is....?  Where is....?  Which should I choose?  
Why do they....?  How do I....?  Who does....?

 www.dailyinfo.co.uk quick response
(5000 hits/day)

instant advertising
anytime (DIY)

LEBANESE RESTAURANT
AL-SALAM

Good Food, Good Atmosphere, Open EVERY day!
6 Park End Street, Oxford  OX1 1HH

Telephone 01865 245710

STANDARD  TANDOORI
INDIAN RESTAURANT & TAKEAWAY
OPEN 12.00-2.30, 6.00-11.30 7 DAYS

-- Opposite the Phoenix Cinema --
117 Walton St, Oxford, OX2 6AJ. tel. 553557

Excellent cuisine at reasonable prices

OPEN
9am-9pm

Daily
News Cafe, 1 Ship Street, 

Oxford.   Tel: 242317

FOOD AND DRINK

Closing date is 30th October. Winners will be
 notifi ed individually. No cash alternatives

 at Oxford’s newest seafood bar and restaurant -
 5 meals worth £75 to be won!

Simply send in your name, address, and email 
address, stating where you saw this competition.

By email to: 
livebaitoxford@groupechezgerard.co.uk

Or post to : Livebait Competition, Livebait, 16 
Turl Street, Oxford OX1 3DH

WIN A MEAL FOR 2

Waterfi eld’s
FOR SECOND HAND BOOKS IN OXFORD

52 High Street, Oxford. Tel 721809
MON-SAT 9.45 - 5.45

Visit us today for 
good books at reasonable prices 

in the arts and humanities

ACADEMIC BOOKS

Opposite the Examination Schools

NEW STOCK THIS WEEK : 
Britsh History, English Lit 

and bargains in Linguistics.

10% STUDENT DISCOUNT

TRAINEE PILOT, TIDY, gay bloke, non-smoker, friendly. 
Seeking room in nice flat/house. Prepared to pay for 
something special. See www.trevord.com/accom.htm 
(email tid@trevord.com) 07973 297750 

ACCOMMODATION WANTED

               JOBS      JOBS    JOBS    JOBS 

PART-TIME GENERAL ASSISTANTS - evening and 
weekend work required for a busy college kitchen at 
St Clare’s, Oxford. £4.75/hr during the week, £4.95/hr 
during the week-ends plus free bus pass if hours 
are over 15 hours per week. Full time post - 37.5 
hours/wk any 5 days out of 7 to include weekends. 
Salary range £9,263 - £10,199 plus free bus pass. 
Contributory pension, Life Assurance Plan, 17 days 
holiday plus Christmas break and free meals when 
working. Protective clothing and footwear is pro-
vided. For further details please contact the Chef 
Manager on 01865 559303 or to arrange an infor-
mal interview between 07.30 and 15.30, Monday to 
Friday. www.stclares.ac.uk 

TUTORS NEEDED
In SCIENCES, MATHS, CLASSICS, 

BUSINESS STUDIES & I.T.
Applications including a full C.V. to :

 The Principal, d’Overbroeck’s College, 
1 Park Town, Oxford OX2 6SN  Tel: 01865 310000

UNSWORTHS BOOKSELLERS
Secondhand & Remainder 
Books on the Humanities

AT 50-90% OFF PUBLISHERS PRICES

Also Antiquarian Section
Open Every Day. 15 Turl Street, Oxford.

VANOLOGY REMOVAL SERVICE. Reasonable rates. 
Local and long distance. Reliable. Phone / fax John 
01865-243609. vanology@go.com 
BIG OR SMALL WE SHIP IT ALL, also 24-hour photo-
copying, private mailing addresses (24 hour access 
and forwarding worldwide), binding, fax bureau and 
much more. Mail Boxes Etc. Summertown 01865 
514655, Headington 01865 741729
HYPNOTHERAPY Consultations. Caring, confidential 
and professional services. Registered practitioner. 
Oxford clinic. Contact Eddie Lester 01993 - 811160. 
www.themagicisland.co.uk 
ARCHITECTURAL CAD DRAUGHTING 
radek.design@btclick.com 
PIANO TUTOR. LESSONS available for beginner and intermedi-
ate levels mkd@hotmail.com 

SERVICES OFFERED

FREE 
YEAR PLANNER 

FOR YOUR WALL

OCTOBER 2001- DECEMBER 2002

*Daily space to write your notes
*Dates of feasts, fasts & festivals

Call in at Daily Information,
31 Warnborough Road, 

for your copy

CONTACTS
INEXPERIENCED MALE, 20, looking for similar 18-20 female 
for ‘fun’. Box 7/10/CN/3 
MALE OXFORD STUDENT, 22, American seeking interesting 
guys 19-25. oxfordmatt@hotmail.com Box 5/10/CN/21 

ESPERANTISTS NEWLY IN OXFORD ? Oxford and 
District Esperanto Society offers a warm welcome. 
Friendly meetings, library, study centre. Beginners 
and enquirers welcome too. Contact : Dr M. Boulton, 
36 Stockmore Street, Oxford OX4 1JT or telephone 
246918 or 245509.

YOGA, SMALL FRIENDLY CLASSES in East Oxford. 
Asian Cultural Community Centre, Manzil way, off 
Cowley Rd. Mondays 7.45pm-9.15pm. wednesdays 
9.45-11.15am. Beginners welcome. Contact Jose-
phine 01865 748230

KEEP FIT AND GET PAID FOR IT !

ONE HOUR A DAY WEEKDAYS

LATE  AFTERNOON.  
  £25/WEEK

DELIVER “DAILY INFORMATION”

CYCLE NEEDED

EMAIL  dailyinfo@dailyinfo.co.uk OR PHONE 553377

 THE RECENT DIFFICULTIES 
WE HAVE EXPERIENCED 

WITH THE WEBSITE HAVE 
NOW BEEN SOLVED. 

 YOU WILL NOW BE ABLE
 TO PLACE YOUR OWN 

ADVERTS IN OVER TWENTY
 CATEGORIES INSTANTLY 

JUST AS BEFORE.

FOR SALE
HOUSE, ST CLEMENTS, 2 bedroom terrace. Modern 
cottagey decor, upstairs bathroom, gas c.h., £180k 
Tel 01865 724050 tom.evans@plants.ox.ac.uk
70FT RESIDENTIAL NARROWBOAT, many luxuries and 
features. Sound hull and engine. £35,000. For details 
phone 07950 728757 nicsteve80@hotmail.com 
VOLTAGE TRANSFORMER FOR American electronic items. 2 
plugs. £10. andrew.cohen@balliol.ox.ac.uk 
TRIUM MARS VODAPHONE-SMATRSTEP. Hardly used. £7 credit 
included. £40. 273137 
MINIDISC PLAYER(SONY RZ700PC) UNWANTED gift £160 07876 
021870 

TO LET
RENT A HOUSE from Premier. Suit groups of 4/5/6 
sharing. From £50 pppw. 207 Cowley Rd. 792299
3 STUDENTS SEEK fourth for room in friendly house 
in Hurst street, Oxford. £275 PCM. 01453 546243 / 
07946579697
ROOM, LARGEISH, FOR non-smoking postgraduate, 
available in South Oxford. One mile from Carfax. 
£60 per week plus share bills. Please phone 01865 
248708
LARGE ROOMS COWLEY 400-450£/m shared dreamhouse 
december mattiri@yahoo.com 01865423802 
FEMALE PROFESSIONAL FOR friendly mixed house off Iffley 
Road £275pcm,245488 
NEED A ROOM? Let’s search together. Nonsmokers-20s-
early30s-good atmosphere-compatable housemates-E.Oxford. 
jamesdepford@hotmail.com 
EAST AVENUE, ROOM in friendly houseshare for young profes-
sionals. 01865248541 
GRADUATES TO LOOK for shared house Nov/Dec. 
sarah.mckay@physiol.ox.ac.uk 
SINGLE ROOM, CENTRAL house, NS YOUNG PROFESSIONALS 
ONLY £270pcm, wright.dn@virgin.net 
DOUBLEROOM MODERN 2BED house Templecowley. Relaxed 
prof £300pcm-excl. 07711 956904 
N/S HOUSEMATES to look for house (Headington) catlovers! 
alli_phillips@hotmail.com 
DOUBLE ROOM ABINGDON Road, Shared, £225PCM 
-(Readvertised) 07956100322 / 07799884157 
CUTTESLOWE CHEAP ROOM, n/s prof house, 514809, 
kthier@hotmail.com 
YOUNG PROF FOR houseshare, modern house Rosehill, 
12month, £250pcm 01865426797 
4ROOMS HOUSE AVAILABLE jan/march Iffley Road. Nathalie 
469 091 
NORTH OXFORD ROOM, suit professional n/s Tel 311357 
CENTRAL OXFORD, LARGE bedroom fully furnished shared flat 
$480 shogunent@hotmail.com 
JERICHO: ROOM FOR prof in full time work £330 
robert.reford@virgin.net 
CENTRAL NORTH Oxford Flatlet 2/3 Months 125pw(excl.) 
01865-510545 
JERICHO, MON-FRI room in nice flat. £280 pm 
space@wordsintime.com 

THEATRE

CINEMA

Playhouse                         798600

THE MAGIC TOYSHOP 
 Fri 12th: 8.00  Sat 13th : 2.30,7.30

New performance of Angela Carter’s novel. See review.

COMEDIANS                      Tue 16th -  Sat 20th: 7.30  
(Fri: 8pm) Thu & Sat Mats : 2.30

Deconstructing humour.

Pegasus       722851

EIGHT YEARS ON Fri 12th & Sat 13th : 8.00 
Oxford contemporary dance school

A DARK RIVER Thu 18th &  Fri 19th: 8.00 
The big picture company

Apollo        0870 6063500

RAMBERT DANCE COMPANY Fri 12th & Sat 13th: 7.30
Symphony of Psalms, Detritus and a new work by Rich-
ard Alston.. See review at www.dailyinfo.co.uk

LADYSMITH BLACK MAMBAZO Sun 14th : 7.30
With support from “Women of Mambazo”
THE ULTIMATE SIXTIES SHOW                Mon 15th : 7.30
Hits from the fl ower power era. 

TALES OF BLOOMING SCIENCE     Tue 16th 10.00am 
& 1.15pm 

Johnny Ball’s New Educational Science musical

SOLID GOLD ROCK’N’ROLL          Wed 17th : 7.30pm 
Marty Wilde, Joe Brown and guests.

ERROL BROWN Thu 18th : 7.30pm 
Hot Chocolate frontman’s solo show..

Old Fire Station                  794494
MEN AT ARMS  Fri 12th & Sat 13th : 7.30

 Sat Mat: 2.30
Adaptation of the Terry Pratchett novel. See review at 
www.dailyinfo.co.uk

AMADEUS Tue 16th  - Sat 20th : 7.30pm.
  Sat: 2.30, 7.30 

Shaffer’s operatic drama. 

To Thursday 18th October
Odeon Magdalen St      0870 5050007   

AMERICAN PIE 2 (15)  Fri & Sat 1.25, 4.10, 7.00, 9.45
 Sun-Thur 12.10,  3.10,  5.55, 8.50

The teenage search for sex continues.

MIKE BASSETT: ENGLAND MANAGER (15)
Daily: 1.10, 6.10

Football comedy starring Ricky Tomlinson.

THE FAST AND THE FURIOUS (15)    Daily 3.30, 8.30

Undercover cops, street racers and a hijacking ring.

Odeon George St        0870 5050007     
THE PLEDGE (15) Daily: 2.10, 5.20, 8.35

Retiring detective (Jack Nicholson) pledges to catch 
child killer.

ENIGMA (15) Daily: 2.45, 5.45, 8.40 
Against-the-clock code-breaking drama.

AI - ARTIFICIAL INTELLIGENCE (12) 
Daily: 1.30, 4.45, 8.10

Spielberg takes on Stanley Kubrick’s last project.

AMELIE (15) Daily: 2.15, 5.15, 8.15
From the director of ‘Delicatessen’.

MOULIN ROUGE (12) Daily: 1.45, 5.00, 8.25
Sumptuous musical hedonism.

THE SCORE (15) Daily: 2.30 (not Sat),

 5.30 (not Wed & Thu), 8.50 (not Thu)

De Niro, Brando in Heist thriller.

DR DOLITTLE 2 (PG) Sat & Sun: 12.10pm
More animal conversations.

AMERICA’S SWEETHEARTS (12) Thurs 6.10, 8.50
Romantic comedy.

ATLANTIS (U) Sat & Sun : 10.10, 12.35, 3.00
Search for the lost continent

CATS AND DOGS (PG) Sat & Sun : 12.25pm 
High-tech war between the species

SENIOR SCREEN: FAMILY MAN (12) 
Wed : Doors 10.15, Film 10.45pm 

Includes refreshments.

RECESS, SCHOOL’S OUT(U) Sat & Sun  11am 
Cartoon feature. All tickets £2

RUGRATS IN PARIS (U) Sat & Sun  11am 
Cartoon feature. All tickets £2

Ultimate Picture Palace        245288
MOULIN ROUGE (12) Fri & Sat 9.10,

 Sun  & Mon 8.10,  Tue-Thur 7.00, 9.30
 Sumptuous musical hedonism.

ROMEO AND JULIET (12) Fri & Sat  6.45, 11.30
 Sun  & Mon   5.45, 10.30

 Shakespeare updated

Phoenix Picture House        512526
BATTLE ROYALE (18)           Daily:  4.20(not Sat), 9.10 
  Fri & Sat Late Shows 11.30pm
Against-the-clock code-breaking drama.

AMELIE (15)        Daily: 1.40(not Sat), 4.00, 6.30, 9.00 
Sun: 1.50, 4.10, 6.40, 9.10

From the director of ‘Delicatessen’.

TOGETHER (15) Fri & Sat: 2.00, 6.40, Sun 2.15, 6.40

Swedish comedy about 70s commune.

STARTUP.COM (15)            Tue-Thur: 2.00, 6.40, 

Perils of internet capitalism.

YOUNG SHERLOCK HOLMES (PG)       Thu:11.30pm
Elementary school?

KIDS CLUB: WHISTLE DOWN THE WIND(PG)  
Sat 2.00

No unaccompanied adults !

HEDWIG AND THE ANGRY INCH (18)    Thu:11.30pm
Failed transexual’s musical career.

SWEET SWEETBACK’S BAAD ASSSS SONG (PG)
 Sun : 12noon 
Part of Black History Month

AU COEUR DU MENSONGE (15) Mon : 6.30
Associated with Maison Française d’Oxford

DELICATESSEN(15) Fri: 11.30pm 
Of cannibals and tenants...

ALICE (PG) Sat : 11.30pm 
A twisted and scary version of Lewis Carrol’s ‘Alice in 
Wonderland’ (Coals to Newcastle, surely ?)

F R E V D

Licensed Café ♦ Walton Street
Music & Dancing, good food, pizzas a speciality

Open 7 days: 11am - late  Tel: 311171 

HOT SPRING HEALERS              BLUES

N’GOMA KEMBO        AFRICAN DRUMS

SKELETON CREW (FOLK) (2-4PM)          
thenVIVA SALSA! from 6PM

TRISTAN RUSSCHER                           PIANO 
THE CHRIS HENLEY TRIO              JAZZ

JAZZ  BYTES                               JAZZ

“GUITARIOUS” W/ STEVE VITTI    GUITAR

FRI 12
SAT 13
SUN 14

MON 15
TUE 16
WED 17
THUR 18

Acts 10pm-12am Mon-Wed, 11pm-2am Thu-Sat

£550 per month
Would suit well-organised graduate student

For further particulars please contact
linda.irving-bell@queens.ox.ac.uk   Tel: (2)79135

Varied duties require good IT and secretarial skills 
(Word, Endnote, Powerpoint etc.), plus ability to 
use the University library system.

Three hours per day. Paid leave of 4 weeks + statu-
tory holidays (some unpaid leave may be possible)

Part-Time P/A for College Fellow

OCTOBER 2001

Friday 12
Michaelmas Term - 1st week

Morning

Afternoon

Evening

All students welcome - drop in anytime
Organised by Oxford University Careers Service

Remember the

Management Consultancy 

Fair at the Town Hall

11.00 - 3.30

today!

Shared Experience should have looked to Angela Carter 
for inspiration long ago.  Both are adept at creating magi-
cal spaces and at realising incredible fl ights of fantasy.  
In The Magic Toyshop the company’s considerable crea-
tivity has been brought to bear on a story of teenage 
sexual discovery and the loss of innocence.  The result 
is a hugely imaginative, and visually stunning piece of 
storytelling.

As the play opens with an ominous thunderclap, we see 
a girl centre-stage.  “The summer she was fi fteen,” the 
girl announces, “Melanie discovered she was made of 
fl esh and blood.”  Melanie’s innocent explo-
ration of herself is interrupted when her par-
ents are killed, and she and her younger 
brother and sister move to London to live 
with their Uncle Philip, a sadistic toymaker.  
He lives with his wife Maggie and her two 
brothers, Finn and Francie.  

Soon, the whole house becomes Uncle 
Philip’s puppet theatre.  He demands 
control of everything and strictly dic-
tates the rules of the house.  We see 
the wedding present he bought Maggie 
- a silver choker that lends her the 
appearance of one of his automata.  
Eventually, Uncle Philip stages a show 
in which Melanie is attacked by a puppet-swan.  It high-
lights her utter subjugation to the desires of both others 
and herself.  

The metaphor is a powerful one, and the presentation of 
the house and its inhabitants makes it more so.  When 
Finn shows Melanie the puppets, he opens a small box 
whilst members of the cast perform elsewhere in the 
space to demonstrate the puppet’s action.  Maggie and 
her brothers play music holding their instruments in front 
of them, moving them as though they are on strings.  
They dance disjointedly and uncertainly, like street mari-
onettes.

It is only a shame that Bryony Lavery’s adaptation of 
Carter’s novel stretches the metaphor to breaking point.  
“He’s pulled our strings,” says Finn to Melanie as he 
rebels against Uncle Philip.  He might as well draw us a 
picture.

The set slopes and tips on three levels, and is fl anked 
by huge curving spars, evoking the bow and stern of a 
ship.  One of these is hung with apples and the other 
with a garden swing at the beginning of the play.  Later, 
when the set becomes a full-size puppet theatre, this 
whole ship is rigged in white muslin.  An arched ladder 

fi lls the back of the stage.

The company make impressive use of this 
versatile space. The opening tableau, the 
apple tree silhouetted against a yellow 
gauze and cut by the arch of the ladder, 
is an art-deco sunrise over the Garden 
of Eden.  Later, as the cast slide furni-
ture back and forth and fall about the 
stage as though on a ship in a storm, 
the entire space becomes something 
dynamic.  The defi ned shapes in the 
space help to create beautiful images.  
Melanie climbing naked through the 
stark lines and menacing shadows 
of the apple tree is haunting.  Props 

are used with equal imagination - a chest with a toy tel-
escope on top and a suitcase become a train engine, 
and a white sheet the billow of smoke as the train pulls 
away.

Whilst obviously clever and fun to watch, such theatri-
cal games can alienate an audience.  It is tribute to the 
amount of energy Shared Experience invest in their per-
formance that this doesn’t happen.  Here is a cast com-
mitted to the creation of a fantasy, and their enthusiasm 
is infectious.

Harry Smith 10/10/01

REVIEW: THEATRE

The Magic Toyshop
Oxford Playhouse to Saturday

MEDITATION CLASSES STARTING 8pm Monday 15th, 
central Oxford. Queries : 01869 343570 

 THE OXFORD ENGLISH DICTIONARY FORUM. Monday 
15 October. ‘Scientific Vocabulary’. Speaker : Robert 
Lambourne, The Open University. 5pm at Rewley 
House, Wellington square.  


