
GOING HOME? Got a lot of luggage / personal 
effects / papers? Don’t pay airline prices. Don’t lug 
it through airports and stations. U.K services avail-
able as well as foreign destinations. We can ship 
your personal effects back home at a fraction of the 
cost of airline excess baggage prices, and with none 
of the hassle. R.M BAGGAGE SERVICES. RING FREEP-
HONE 0800 0184268 

WORD PROCESSING, COPYPRINTING, FAX, photocop-
ying services. oxford 790096 / 01993 702804. 

VANOLOGY REMOVAL SERVICE. Reasonable rates. 
Local and long distance. Reliable. 01865-243609. 
vanology@go.com

BIG OR SMALL WE SHIP IT ALL: also 24-hour photo-
copying, private mailing addresses (24-hour access 
and forwarding worldwide), binding, fax bureau and 
much more. Mail Boxes Etc. Summertown 01865 
514655, Headington 01865 741729 

 SERVICES OFFERED

2 BED HOUSE, FURNISHED, HOWARD ST. £775pcm 
excl. 4 BED HOUSE, furnished, Hurst St. £1,250pcm 
excl. 3/4 BED HOUSE, furnished, Hunsdon Rd. 
£895/£995pcm. SOUTHGATE: 07748 962646

NORTH OXFORD: MODERN, AIRY, self-contained, fur-
nished loft conversion, in family home - for non-
smoking female. Bed-sitting room, own kitchen 
area, own bathroom, WC, washing machine, views 
over gardens. CH, TV aerial, 2 phone lines. 2 miles 
from city centre on direct, frequent bus route. 
£125pw incl. bills (except phone). Call 44 (0)1865 
511499 evenings/weekends.

HEADINGTON, CLOSE CENTRE, QUALITY 3-BED SEMI, 
suit 3/4. All mod cons, garage. £1070pcm o.n.o. 
Available 17/03/03. 01865 751769 / 07789 046394

MORRELL AVENUE, SOUTH PARK. 3/4 bedrooms, 
fully furnished, beautifully decorated, well-kept 
garden, access to park. Available from April 1st. 
£1200pcm. Call 01865 251634.

BULLINGDON ROAD. Spacious 2 bedroom flat 
over 2 floors. Large kitchen/dining room, com-
fortable living room. Garden with cycle storage. 
£765pcm available now. 01865 722277 
mark@collegeandcounty

GRANDPONT. COMFORTABLE 1 BED FLAT with 
kitchen, bathroom, small conservatory, living 
room and double bedroom. Attractive south 
facing garden. £720 available now. 
WATERWAYS. LUXURY 2 BED GROUND FLOOR FLAT. 
40 sq m living/dining room with open plan 
kitchen. Master bedroom with en-suite shower, 
2nd bathroom. Wooden floors throughout, off 
road parking. Immaculate property. 01865 722277 
mark@collegeandcounty

HEADINGTON. LUXURY 3/4 BED HOUSE with a con-
servatory, bathroom, kitchen with Rayburn, wooden 
floors throughout ground floor, garden and 
garage as well as off street parking. The 
property is in exceptional decorative order. 
The rental value is £1400 but is available 
at £1200 for 6 months from March 12th. 
HEADINGTON. LUXURY 5/6 BED HOUSE with large 
living/dining room, newly refurbished kitchen with 
dishwasher and 2 bathrooms (1 en-suite), wooden 
floors throughout. Fully furnished and gas centrally 
heated. Front and rear garden, off road parking. 
£1400 pcm Available March (six month let). 01865 
722277 info@collegeandcounty.biz

COLLEGE & COUNTY has a number of high quality 
3 and 4 bedroom properties suitable for pro-
fessional sharers - 6 month lets. Tel 722277 or 
info@collegeandcounty.biz

LARGE ROOM, EXCELLENT CONDITION, shared house, 
£70/wk, Gipsy lane, 07900 906275

SINGLE, £255 PCM, IN FRIENDLY SHARED HOUSE, Long 
Crendon, (10m SE Oxford). Car needed. John 01844 
201338.

IFFLEY ROAD ROOM in shared house. Suit postgrad/
professional. £245pcm. Tel. 427345

ROOM AVAILABLE, 16TH MARCH, Abingdon Road area. 
Leave message on 01865 794009.

COTSWOLD CRESCENT, OLD MARSTON. Single furnished 
room overlooking green. Gch, basin in room, house 
all mod cons. Tranquil leafy area; easy access city / 
Headington / Summertown. Available immediately to 
non-smoking professional / postgrad. 6 months mini-
mum. £195pcm plus bills. 01865 728317

CENTRAL ROOMS FOR STUDENTS or recent graduates. 
Comfortable furnished houses mostly in Jericho, shar-
ing with U.S. undergraduates. TV, video, phone, com-
puter. £360pcm including bills. Short term leases 
possible. Especially from March 24 to May 20 at £60 
per week. Also, renting now for next academic year, 
10½ month leases (not 12). Call 01865 201132.

Displayed at over 500 points from the station to Headington and Folly Bridge to Summertown - all colleges, departments and language schools.
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Oxford’s

Odeon Magdalen Street 0870 
5050007

CATCH ME IF YOU CAN (12A) Daily: 2.30, 8.15 
Hanks, DiCaprio, Walken & Sheen in true story of a 
successful conman.  See review at dailyinfo.co.uk

MAID IN MANHATTAN (PG)        Daily: 12.30, 3.15, 6.00, 
8.45 

Fiennes & Lopez in fl eeting accidental romance. Review 
dailyinfo.co.uk

Odeon George Street 0870 5050007
ANALYZE THAT (15)    Daily: 1.30, 4.00, 6.30, 9.00 
Crystal, De Niro & Kudrow return in sequel to the gang-
ster-shrink comedy ‘Analyze This’

ADAPTATION (15)      Thu: 12.00, 2.45, 5.30, 8.30 It’s 
a hard life being a screenwriter! Cage, Streep & Swinton 
star. See review at dailyinfo.co.uk 
TWO WEEKS’ NOTICE (12A)      Daily: 11.45, 2.30, 5.15, 

8.00
Sandra Bullock & Hugh Grant in ‘stuff-you, Boss!’ fl ick

JACKASS: THE MOVIE (18)     Daily: 1.45, 4.15, 6.45, 9.15 
People being extremely stupid. On purpose! See review 
at dailyinfo.co.uk

THE RING (15) Daily: 12.15, 3.15, 6.00, 8.45 
US remake of recent excellent far eastern horror.  See 
review at dailyinfo.co.uk

DAREDEVIL (15) Daily: 12.00, 5.45 
Justice is blind. So is Ben Affl eck. See review at 
dailyinfo.co.uk

THE GOOD THIEF (15)  Daily: 12.30, 3.00, 5.45, 8.15 
Nick Nolte as ageing gambler caught red-handed

Ultimate Picture Palace 245288
CITY OF GOD (18)              Thu: 9.15   
Story of the slums of Rio de Janeiro.  See review at 
dailyinfo.co.uk

8 WOMEN (15) Thu: 7.00 
French musical murder mystery.  See review at 
dailyinfo.co.uk

Phoenix Picture House 512526
THE KID STAYS IN THE PICTURE (15)       Thu: 4.40, 

11.30pm   
Autobiographical tale of the rise, fall & rise of fi lm pro-
ducer Robert Evans. See review at dailyinfo.co.uk

THE MAGDALENE SISTERS (15)            Thu: 1.50, 9.00 
‘Unrespectable’ girls kept as laundry slaves by Catholic 
church in 1960s Ireland. See review at dailyinfo.co.uk

FAR FROM HEAVEN (12A)    Daily: 1.40, 4.10, 6.40, 9.10 
Julianne Moore & Dennis Quaid shatter their 1950s sub-
urban idyll.  See review at dailyinfo.co.uk

WRITTEN ON THE WIND (PG) Thu: 11.20pm 
Lush 1950s melodrama with Lauren Bacall & Rock 
Hudson.

INTERNATIONAL WOMEN’S FESTIVAL: 8½ (15)    Thu: 
6.45pm 

Ox. Uni. lecturer Erminia Passanti speaks on women in 
western cinematography before Federico Fellini’s fi lm on 
artistic inspiration & women

CINEMA
 Until Thurs 13th March

The Apollo Oxford 
0870 6063500

OXFORD GANG SHOW      Mon 10-Sat 15: 7.15pm 
Sat mat: 2pm

Annual variety show by Scouts & Guides. £3-£8. 

Burton Taylor Theatre 305350
LOOT Tue 11-Sat 15: 7.30pm 
Orton’s dark farce. £5/£4

SISTER MARY IGNATIUS EXPLAINS IT ALL FOR 
YOU                             Tue 11-Sat 15: 9.30pm 
Ruthlessly funny lampoon of Catholicism. £5/£4. See 
review above

Old Fire Station Theatre 297170
1984           Tue 11- Sat 15: 7.30pm Sat mat: 2.30pm 
George Orwell’s legendary dystopia. (First night dis-
count)

Christchurch Cathedral
DR FAUSTUS Mon 10-Fri 14: 8.30pm 
Tickets: 305305. See review above

New Music Room, Corpus Christi 
Coll., Merton St.

MEASURE FOR MEASURE   Tue 11-Fri 14: 7.30pm 
The Owlets (Corpus student theatre group) present. 
£4/£6 from 07974 931430 or on door. See review 
above

Oxford Playhouse 305305 
MOON ON A RAINBOW SHAWL         Tue 11-Sat 15: 

7.30 Thu & Sat mats: 2.30pm 
Drama of Trinidad in the 50s by Errol John

Pegasus Theatre 722851
SKY BURIAL Thu 13-Sat 15 : 8pm 
‘Greed, death and betrayal’

Harcourt Hill Theatre 
FAME  Thu 13-Sat 15: 7.30pm  
Ox. Brookes’ performing arts students present the 
song & dance story of the infamous 1980s ‘fams 
school’. £5/£4 (0870 606 3500 or Playhouse: 305305)

THEATRE
 Until Thurs 13th March

BANDS, DISCOS, LIGHTS
DISCO PA & LIGHTING EQUIPMENT: hire 
and sales. 118 Cowley Rd. 01865 722027. 

DISCOS, KARAOKES AND EQUIPMENT 
HIRE: Dave Seamer Entertainments, 
(01865) 240054

BANDS, DISCO, KARAOKE, equipment 
hire, from ODS. 01865 736660

3 more on 
www.dailyinfo.co.uk!

EXHIBITIONS

Christ Church Picture Gallery  

Entrance via Canterbury Gate / Oriel Square. 
Open: Mon-Sat 10.30-1.00, 2.00-4.30. Sun 2.00-4.30  Tel. 276172

Country life
Landscape drawings from the permanent 
collection. Campagnola, Carraci, Grimaldi, 

Claude, Breenbergh...  (to April 27) 

GIGS
OPEN MIC NIGHT / Mars Entertainments presents 
Delicious music. Free (band bookings call 07876 
184623 / 07989 028522) / 9pm-1am / The Green, Pen-
nyfarthing Place, By Sainsbury’s (Westgate Centre)

KAYAKIRAN / Latin guitars / 11pm-2am / Freud’s, 
Walton St; Tel: 311171

SID JACOBS / Formidable jazz guitarist, ex - Brad 
Mehldau, Harold Land / doors 8.15; band 9 / The 
Spin@The Wheatsheaf, Wheatsheaf Alley, 129 High 
Street / Tel: 243276

COMING

WHAT’S ON   *  ACCOMMODATION  *  JOBS

120 MORE 
Rooms To Let on 

www.dailyinfo.co.uk!

 ROOMS TO LET

Pearce Alder & Co. 
1 Bed Flat, Abbey Walk, nr. Station. Early 

April. £600pcm
2 Bed House, Arthur Rd. Now. Good order. 

£850pcm
1 Bed Flat, Edwin Court. Central. £690pcm
Phone 246502               33 Botley Road

Email : pearcealderco@talk21.com

JOBS OFFERED        

EFL TEACHER NEEDED FROM 17TH MARCH. MIN 
CELTA plus one year experience. Oxford English 
Centre, 66 Banbury Road. 516162. 
office@oxfordenglish.co.uk

GLUTTONS DELI IN JERICHO requires full and part-
time staff. Friendly atmosphere, good rate of pay. 
Possible senior position. 01865 553748

SEASONAL WORK during the Summer and Autumn 
terms. GILLMAN & SOAME are the country’s leading 
large group photographers; we specialise in groups 
of up to 1,500 people. Our staging is transported, 
either in trailers towed by 4x4 vehicles or light 
commercials. Are you reliable, fit and hold a clean 
driving licence obtained before 1997 or an appro-
priate commercial licence? Long days and some 
overnights are involved. Email preferred in first 
instance: pat.phillips@gillmanandsoame.co.uk. Tel. 
01865 263622 

     10 more on 
www.dailyinfo.co.uk!

PUBLICIZE YOUR SOCIETY HERE!
Put YOUR meetings or lectures up -
immediately, any time and free - at 

www.dailyinfo.co.uk.

SCIENCE FICTION OF THE MIND! / Presenting 
an innovative perspective into the issues of Human 
Thought. / Tel. 07812413335 / 20:00 / Email: 
shandor@myrealbox.com

THE OXFORD ENGLISH DICTIONARY FORUM / 
Lexicography and African Languages / Speaker: Pro-
fessor Daan Prinsloo, Pretoria University / 5 p.m. at 
Rewley House, Wellington Square

‘BARTOK AND THE PIANO’ / US pianist & author 
Barbara Nissman gives a performer’s view & intro-
duces her book / 8pm / FREE / McGregor Room, Oriel 
College, Oriel Square, off High St. / Tel: 276555

‘BRITAIN’S ‘AMERICA’: NOTES FROM THE 19TH 
CENTURY’ / James Epstein. All welcome, admission 
free. / 5pm-6.30pm / Rothermere American Institute, 
1a South Parks Road

MEETINGS/LECTURES

13 MORE on
 www.dailyinfo.co.uk!

EVER BEEN TOLD YOU TALK TOO MUCH?
We pay good money for your skills! 

We are currently looking for enthusiastic, target driven 
people to work on varied telemarketing/sales projects

ALL EUROPEAN LANGUAGES REQUIRED
FRENCH/FINNISH/NORWEGIAN SPEAKERS 

URGENTLY
(Including English speakers)

We offer £7.15-£8.20 p/h (incl. holiday entitlement) 
(temp or temp- perm)   Full training provided
Hours to suit (between hours of 8am-5.30pm)

E-mail your CV to recruitment@advanced-alchemy.com
or contact Julia or Marlies on 01869 363700

For more information 
www.advanced-alchemy.com

Lebanese Restaurant
AL-SALAM

6 Park End Street, Oxford  OX1 1HH
Telephone 01865 245710

Good Food, Good Atmosphere, Open EVERY day!

 INDIAN RESTAURANT & TAKEAWAY
(FULLY LICENSED)

Excellent cuisine at reasonable prices

THE STANDARD TANDOORI

-- Opposite the Phoenix Cinema --

For bookings, tel. 553557
117 Walton St, Oxford, OX2 6AJ. 

Open 7 days - 12 - 2.30pm, 6 - 11.30pm

FOOD

 24 MORE 
Houses/Flats To Let on 

www.dailyinfo.co.uk

HOUSES/FLATS TO LET

COMPUTERS 
FOR SALE/ HELP

PCFIXIT. No fix, no pay. Free 
consultation. Ring 01865243609. 
pcfixit@go.com

RENT AN IMAC with printer from 
£45.00/month, iBook from 
£65.00/month. www.macfaction.co.uk / 01865 
764091.

OXFORD MACINTOSH SOLUTIONS Ltd for all your 
Apple Macintosh Sales Services and Support. 0871 
7170000 www.omsuk.com

53 more on 
www.dailyinfo.co.uk!

     10 more on 
www.dailyinfo.co.uk!

STUDENT LIST
A few remaining, conveniently located and well 

presented properties, mainly for four persons 
sharing, over the 2003-04 academic year.

For further details, or to arrange viewing,
contact Pearce Alder & Co, 01865 246502 

pearcealderco@talk21.com

THEATRE REVIEW

THEATRE REVIEW

Classes from £52 per week; 
one-to-one tuition from £35 per hour

Important: All offers must end 31st March 2003

Special Offer This Month:
Cambridge First Certifi cate Course (starts 
17th March) from £60 per week.

Free internet access.

Part-time teaching
Lively, fully qualifi ed teachers required for Key 

Stage 2/3 literacy and numeracy to work in fun, 
vibrant tuition centre (children aged 6 to 14).  

Good rates of pay.
Returners and NQTs welcome.  

Please call 01865 514574 for more details.

COWLEY: FOUR ROOMS to let in large house, £210inc. 
kgibson@orchidbio.co.uk 
LARGE SUNNY ROOM 4girl houseshare, Iffley, £345pcm, 01865 
241140 
FURNISHED ROOM £300 cowley road available now call 
07780541203 
SMALL SINGLE, COWLEY, Female pref. avail end april 
h.mason@cenit.co.uk 
MARSTON ROAD ROOM for single female, now, £50pw inclu-
sive, 07721765031 
ROOM 9 BLANDFORD AV N.Oxford £35pw 01865511657 
PROFESSIONAL FEMALE LOOKING for fun household pref 
unfurnished caroline.oates1@btopenworld.com 
IMMEDIATE PROFESSIONAL HOUSESHARE, LARGE, furnished, 
immaculate. Blackbird Leys. £250pcm 
judy.crompton@tesco.net 
HEADINGTON: 2 DOUBLE rooms available now £285pcm 
07967 569163 mariam_chowdhury@hotmail.com 
ROOM RANDOLPH STREET, APR01-MAY05 ONLY £200, LOUNGE, 
GARDEN oxfordox4@hotmail.com 
JERICHO LARGE SUNNY room £350pcm inc bills 07736321305 
m_bala @hotmail.com 
FRESH ROOM IN happy house. Cowley 320pcmex 
07970618531 
SINGLE ROOM, NR Iffley Road £310 incl bills. 01865 724718 
COWLEY. ROOM AVAILABLE shared house. Female preferred. 
£250pcm 01865-251014 
ROOM WANTED IN didcot area. contact Akeem on 07956 
844612  

‘Daily Information’: WEEKLY in University vacation, 
from Saturday March 15.

Line ads from £4 + VAT (10 words); display boxes from £24 
FOR 7 DAYS ON BOTH WEB & SHEET

Thurs 13 March 8.00pm
  Sheldonian Theatre

Mozart Violin Concerto No 5
Beethoven Symphony No 3 “Eroica”

Oxford Philomusica Orchestra
Mayumi Fujikawa violin

Marios Papadopoulos conductor
Box Offi ce 01865 305305

TUITION OFFERED

16 MORE 
Tuition ads on 

www.dailyinfo.co.uk!

5 Cambridge Terrace. 
01865 246620

PLACES STILL AVAILABLE - 
BOOK NOW!

CAMBRIDGE EXAM COURSES:
First Certifi cate English & Cambridge 
Advanced English. Start 17th March

     
              

EXCELLENT MACROMEDIA FLASH person for approx 30 day 
contract: support@connectivityman.com 
TEFL TEACHER WITH CELTA wanted to start April. Contact 
aconsidineobc@hotmail.com 
VIOLIN LESSON WANTED Pref. student for MUSICIAN beginner 
vln@remoller.freeserve.co.uk 07986235585 
WEEKEND WORK ON Catering Trailer £5/hr Neil on 
07721630589 
5£ BORDERS VOUCHER for a 40 min psy experiment. 
massimiliano.zampini@psy.ox.ac.uk 
VOLUNTEERS WANTED FOR HOMELESS Befriending Project - 
oxbefriendscheme@crinet.co.uk or 07967974105 
EXPERIENCED MAINTENANCE 
PERSON required for domestic 
repairs Tel 07957 325637 

AMBITIOUS? IMMEDIATE Start for self-motivated individuals. 
Tel. 020 7664 0569 
CAR-VAN AND MINIBUS HIRE 24hours aday 01865 469469 
CAMBRIDGE GRADS IN Oxford! 20-30s. PLEASE EMAIL 
cosima202@yahoo.com now! 
YEAR 5 MATHS TEACHER wanted, £15 hour email 
kreecha_pu@yahoo.com

Sister Mary 
Ignatius Explains 

It All For You
Burton Taylor Theatre until Sat 15th
If you were traumatised by nuns at a 
formative age, or even if you weren’t, 
you should go along to the Burton 
Taylor late show for Sister Mary Igna-
tius Explains It All For You, Christo-
pher Durang’s incisive exploration of 
why Catholic schooling is Bad, espe-
cially the bits with nuns. The Lonely 
Phallus Productions opts for a bare 
stage and a long organ introduction, 
driving you into their programme to 
escape the growing conviction that 
you’re trapped in some godforsaken 
church hall. Fortunately it’s very funny 
and contains a useful stick-fi gure 
guide to mortal and venial sins, which 
comes in handy when Sister Mary 
fi nally starts talking. Sister Mary, 
played all smiles and sweetness with 
a core of solid steel-reinforced con-
crete in a storming performance from 
Jo Johnson, is here to explain the 
moral shape of the world, with the 
help of vividly instructive fl ip-chart 
diagrams and the creepily cherubic 
seven-year-old Thomas, a terrifying 
vision of cookie-obsessed gender-
bending sweetness from Vicky Gard-
ner. When her lecture is interrupted 
by an impromptu nativity perform-
ance by four erstwhile students play-
ing Mary, Joseph (a saintly Harry 
Scoble-Rees) and a pantomime camel 
called Mindy, it doesn’t take long 
for Sister Mary’s charitable veneer to 
crack and let loose the monster nun 
within; but will her faith be strong 
enough to sustain her in the face 
of grown-up sinners? The patheti-
cally dysfunctional foursome (Emily 
Coates as Philomena is especially 
funny) seem barely capable of rais-
ing enough conviction to confront the 
noxious nun, and the play looses 
steam a bit while they fl ail around 
trying to be nasty, but apart from a 
rather slow monologue from Cat Bray 
(Diane) the pacing stays high, the 
jokes funny and the humour nicely 
cruel. There’s also  live cross-ham-
mering, a cutely bearded Baby Jesus 
and a gunfi ght. What more could you 
want?

Jeremy Dennis, 11.03.03

Measure for Measure is a difficult play to categorize. Neither comedy nor
tragedy, it has both humorous moments and serious themes. The story 
kicks off with the Duke leaving his city in the care of Lord Angelo, his 
deputy. His Machiavellian plan is that Angelo will enforce the laws he has 
let slacken so he doesn’t have to lose his popularity, while he watches in 
the guise of a friar. When young Claudio is taken up for sleeping with his 
wife-to-be and sentenced to death, his friend Lucio rushes to fetch Clau-
dio’s sister Isabella from the convent where she’s about to enter the noti-
vate to persuade Angelo to change his mind. And so it goes on, in the 
convoluted manner of all Shakespeare plots.  The play has been stripped 
down to the bones, which gives it a sense of directness and plenty of pace.

The staging was very sparse, which seemed to suit the enclosed setting, if
also a little fragile at times (with only a loose curtain separating the stage
and the wings). The costuming overall was a little haphazard, and generally 
plain.  (The Duke in particular needed a little more of a cowl to make his
friar’s disguise feel right - it’s hard to hide your face under a hat!)  The
best character here was Lucio - the closest thing to Eddie Izzard you’ll see 
in a student production. He also produces an admirable performance as the 
louche man about town, well meaning but slanderous.  All the cast slipped 
extremely naturally into the mannered exchanges of Shakespeare’s Eng-
lish, putting the sense over clearly. Olivia Grant (Isabella) produced a very 
believable performance of a sister trying desperately to help her brother 
in any way she could, the sometimes convoluted phrasing of her appeals 
seeming natural.  Kieran Wanduragala as Angelo showed how the mighty 
can be lowered and Micha Lazarus as the Duke was excellent, determining 

LOCH FYNE RESTAURANT 

20% OFF
See the ‘Restaurants’ page 
of www.dailyinfo.co.uk

2-WEEK INTENSIVE IELTS 
COURSES

Starting 17 & 31 March
King’s School Oxford

Tel. 01865 711829
www.kingsoxford.co.uk

As of Saturday March 
15th 2003, the cost per 
word for line advertise-

ments in Daily Infor-
mation will increase by 

10 pence to 40p.   

like a hand behind the curtain that 
all things should come right.  The 
entire cast gave good strong per-
formances, creating what was alto-
gether a very enjoyable production.

Jo Charman, 11.03.03

Measure for Measure
Corpus Christi College until Fri 14th

OXFORD HISTORY

Taken from Mary Potter’s Oxford Calendar, 1986

1. Disputes between Oxford and Wolvercote 
over the ownership of Port Meadow raged from 
the 13th to the 20th century.  The Abbess of 
Godstow several times blocked the main bur-
gesses’ entrance (then by Aristotle Lane) and 
was required by law to repair it.  By 1970, graz-
ing rights established by 130 Wolvercote house-
holders (entitled to graze anything from a few 
geese to 60 head of cattle each) outweighed 
those established by Oxford Freemen.  However, 
once a year the Sheriff of Oxford would ride 
out with the Freemen to impound the animals.  
They were then given back to their owners on 
payment of a £3 fine.  The date changed from 
year to year, and was kept a strict secret before-
hand.  The Sheriff usually conducted operations 
from horseback, except for one in the early six-
ties who, as a member of the RAF, preferred to 
do so from a helicopter.
2. While Port Meadow is now common land, 
tempers still run high when there is any sug-
gestion of change or development.  Not only 
do the local residents enjoy the possibility of 
country walks just beyond their back gates, but 
the ecology of the boggy ground, left virtually 

untouched for hundreds of years, is of great 
interest to naturalists.  The closest the meadow 
ever came to planned development was in the 
harsh winter of 1860-1.  A subscription was 
raised to provide work for the poor, which took 
the form of building walks on the meadow.  Sir 
Richard Cresswell intended to carry on the work 
at his own expense and planned a circuit of 
walks, planted with willows and flower borders.  
Opposition from the Freemen of the City pre-
vented him from doing this.
3. Now used by private horse owners and riding 
schools, the meadow was for centuries a popu-
lar site for horse racing, and its peak of excel-
lence in 1768 was the result of work paid for by 

the Duchess of Marlborough.  By the mid 18th 
century the race meetings had become impor-
tant social occasions, estimated to be worth 
£2,000 to the city in trade.  The last race meet-
ing was held in 1880, after 40 years of disputes 
over rights to use the meadow.
4. Port meadow provides some of the most 
picturesque easy walks within reach of central 
Oxford.  Best of all, by walking away from 
Oxford along the West side of the meadow, one 
encounters first the Perch, and then, by walking 
all the way to Godstow, the Trout, both of which 
are fine old-fashioned pubs which serve excel-
lent food.  


