
SINGER REQUIRED FOR local 60’s/70’s rock reggae band 
singer@chriswoodrow.co.uk 
PC USER £6 hour two full days week MonTue 
stefano@alamy.com 
CHEMISTRY A-LEVEL TUTOR for Easter Revision courses 
chris.mathieson@otc.ac.uk 
WOMENS FOOTBALL TEAM need a goalkeeper ring Jamie 
07736962808 
GEOGRAPHY A-LEVEL TUTOR for Easter Revision courses 
chris.mathieson@otc.ac.uk 
CHILDREN SEEK ENTHUSIASTIC playworker for summer holi-
day. contact Maria 07764937893 
AGRICULTURAL COMPANY SEEKS summer workers.Good bonus 
pay. Contact Di@cyoseeds.co.uk 
EXCELLENT MACROMEDIA FLASH person for approx 30 day 
contract: support@connectivityman.com 
TEFL TEACHER WITH CELTA wanted to start April. Contact 
aconsidineobc@hotmail.com 
VIOLIN LESSON WANTED Pref. student for MUSICIAN beginner 
vln@remoller.freeserve.co.uk 07986235585 
WEEKEND WORK ON Catering Trailer £5/hr Neil on 
07721630589 
5£ BORDERS VOUCHER for a 40 min psy experiment. 
massimiliano.zampini@psy.ox.ac.uk 
VOLUNTEERS WANTED FOR HOMELESS Befriending Project - 
oxbefriendscheme@crinet.co.uk or 07967974105 
EXPERIENCED MAINTENANCE 
PERSON required for domestic 
repairs Tel 07957 325637

Equilibrium

The survivors of World War Three have 
created the city of Equilibrium, where 
all human feelings are compulsorily sup-
pressed by drugs, and where specially 
trained ‘cleric’ enforcers hunt down any 
outlaws. Cleric John Preston (Christian 
Bale), filled with doubt after both his 
wife and a partner have been killed for com-
mitting ‘sense offences’, secretly stops 
taking his drugs, tunes into his own feel-
ings, and starts to develop a sympathy for 
the underground movement of rebels that he 
has previously been working to destroy. All 
of which leads inexorably to an Oedipal 
confrontation with ‘Father’ (Sean Pert-
wee), the ruler of Equilibrium, who is not 
quite what he seems.

While Kurt Wimmer’s ‘Equilibrium’ is a 
fast-paced science-fiction thriller with 
some extraordinary action set-pieces, it 
is also a subtle meditation on the rela-
tionship between passion, violence and 
aesthetics, lent great depth by its elabo-
rate allusions to other books and films 
with a similar dystopian vision. As in 
‘Fahrenheit 451’, Preston is a state book-
burner who goes over to the other side. 
As in ‘1984’, he lives in a world where 
the aphorisms of a Big Brother figure are 
constantly broadcast everywhere, and where 
‘sense crimes’ are outlawed. As in ‘Dead 
or Alive: Final’, he is a policeman in 
a state where all citizens are forced to 
take drugs, and rebels are eradicated. As 
in ‘The Matrix’, his quasi-religious mar-
tial skills enable him to dodge bullets and 
take out whole armies. As in ‘A Clockwork 
Orange’, he discovers that the medical sup-
pression of his base impulses has also pre-
vented him from appreciating Beethoven’s 
Ninth. And, finally, as in ‘Fight Club’, 
the full force of destructive urges being 
unleashed on a city is shown in an aston-
ishingly ambivalent, highly aestheticised 
manner. 

Christian Bale brings from ‘American 
Psycho’ a poker face perfectly suited to 
the role of Preston. His cold, inscrutable 
features bring real tension to the film, 
making it unclear whether he is actually 
devoid of emotions, or is merely conceal-
ing them. The same can be said of Taye 
Diggs as Preston’s ambitious colleague 
Brandt, Angus MacFayden as his controller 
DuPont, and Matthew Harbour as Preston’s 
son, Robbie, who is a chip off the old ice-
block. Emily Watson, on the other hand, 
brings a glowing warmth to her role as 
the sense criminal and unconventional love 
interest Mary.

Wimmer’s ability to write intelligent sci-
ence-fiction could already be seen in his 
earlier film ‘Sphere’, but in ‘Equilib-
rium’ it is more fully developed. Indeed 
the effective blend here of thoughtfulness 
and entertainment is reminiscent of last 
year’s excellent ‘Minority Report’; and 
while ‘Equilibrium’ may be less polished 
around the edges than Spielberg’s film, it 
has a denouement which is far bolder and 
more provocative.  

Recommended.
Anton Bitel, 5.3.3

GOING HOME? Got a lot of luggage / personal 
effects / papers? Don’t pay airline prices. Don’t 
lug it through airports and stations. U.K services 
available as well as foreign destinations. We can 
ship your personal effects back home at a frac-
tion of the cost of airline excess baggage prices, 
and with none of the hassle. R.M BAGGAGE SERV-
ICES. RING FREEPHONE 0800 0184268 

WORD PROCESSING, COPYPRINTING, FAX, pho-
tocopying services. oxford 790096 / 01993 
702804. 

VANOLOGY REMOVAL SERVICE. Reasonable rates. 
Local and long distance. Reliable. 01865-243609. 
vanology@go.com

BIG OR SMALL WE SHIP IT ALL: also 24-hour pho-
tocopying, private mailing addresses (24-hour 
access and forwarding worldwide), binding, fax 
bureau and much more. Mail Boxes Etc. Summer-
town 01865 514655, Headington 01865 741729 

 SERVICES OFFERED

5-BEDROOM PROPERTIES AVAILABLE off St. Clem-
ent’s. Fully fitted kitchen, separate lounge. 
£1600pcm. From August. Louise: 01865 456293; 
07876 500079; sceniclettings@aol.com

CENTRAL OXFORD: GRANDPONT, close to river, 5 
mins on foot to city centre or Folly Bridge. Smart 
1-bedroom flat, fully furnished/equipped to highest 
standard. Hall, living room, double bedroom, fitted 
kitchen (dishwasher etc), bathroom, patio, parking. 
Available 23 March. £700pcm. Tel: 01608 642730; 
email thelifecoach@onetel.net.uk

2 BED HOUSE, FURNISHED, HOWARD ST. £775pcm 
excl. 4 BED HOUSE, furnished, Hurst St. £1,250pcm 
excl. 3/4 BED HOUSE, furnished, Hunsdon Rd. 
£895/£995pcm. SOUTHGATE: 07748 962646

NORTH OXFORD: MODERN, AIRY, self-contained, fur-
nished loft conversion, in family home - for non-
smoking female. Bed-sitting room, own kitchen 
area, own bathroom, WC, washing machine, views 
over gardens. CH, TV aerial, 2 phone lines. 2 miles 
from city centre on direct, frequent bus route. 
£125pw incl. bills (except phone). Call 44 (0)1865 
511499 evenings/weekends.

HEADINGTON, CLOSE CENTRE, QUALITY 3-BED SEMI, 
suit 3/4. All mod cons, garage. £1070pcm o.n.o. 
Available 17/03/03. 01865 751769 / 07789 046394

MORRELL AVENUE, SOUTH PARK. 3/4 bedrooms, 
fully furnished, beautifully decorated, well-kept 
garden, access to park. Available from April 1st. 
£1200pcm. Call 01865 251634.

BULLINGDON ROAD. Spacious 2 bedroom flat 
over 2 floors. Large kitchen/dining room, com-
fortable living room. Garden with cycle storage. 
£765pcm available now. 01865 722277 
mark@collegeandcounty

GRANDPONT. COMFORTABLE 1 BED FLAT with 
kitchen, bathroom, small conservatory, living 
room and double bedroom. Attractive south 
facing garden. £720 available now. 
WATERWAYS. LUXURY 2 BED GROUND FLOOR FLAT. 
40 sq m living/dining room with open plan 
kitchen. Master bedroom with en-suite shower, 
2nd bathroom. Wooden floors throughout, off 
road parking. Immaculate property. 01865 722277 
mark@collegeandcounty

HEADINGTON. LUXURY 3/4 BED HOUSE with a con-
servatory, bathroom, kitchen with Rayburn, wooden 
floors throughout ground floor, garden and 
garage as well as off street parking. The 
property is in exceptional decorative order. 
The rental value is £1400 but is available 
at £1200 for 6 months from March 12th. 
HEADINGTON. LUXURY 5/6 BED HOUSE with large 
living/dining room, newly refurbished kitchen with 
dishwasher and 2 bathrooms (1 en-suite), wooden 
floors throughout. Fully furnished and gas centrally 
heated. Front and rear garden, off road parking. 
£1400 pcm Available March (six month let). 01865 
722277 info@collegeandcounty.biz

COLLEGE & COUNTY has a number of high quality 
3 and 4 bedroom properties suitable for pro-
fessional sharers - 6 month lets. Tel 722277 or 
info@collegeandcounty.biz

ABINGDON ROAD: SHORT TERM ROOM to let. Leave 
message on 01865 794009

ABINGDON ROAD: LARGE ROOM. Central heating, fully 
furnished, parking, garden. £285pcm. N/S prof. 07711 
849348

IFFLEY ROAD. HUGE DOUBLE ROOM/STUDY in large 
upmarket house. Suit over 25. Non-smoker. Tel.01869 
350372

LARGE ROOM, EXCELLENT CONDITION, shared house, 
£68/wk, Gipsy lane, 07900 906275

SINGLE, £255 PCM, IN FRIENDLY SHARED HOUSE, Long 
Crendon, (10m SE Oxford). Car needed. John 01844 
201338.

IFFLEY ROAD ROOM in shared house. Suit postgrad/
professional. £245pcm. Tel. 427345

ROOM AVAILABLE, 16TH MARCH, Abingdon Road area. 
Leave message on 01865 794009.

CENTRAL ROOMS FOR STUDENTS or recent graduates. 
Comfortable furnished houses mostly in Jericho, shar-
ing with U.S. undergraduates. TV, video, phone, com-
puter. £360pcm including bills. Short term leases 
possible. Especially from March 24 to May 20 at £60 
per week. Also, renting now for next academic year, 
10½ month leases (not 12). Call 01865 201132.

Displayed at over 500 points from the station to Headington and Folly Bridge to Summertown - all colleges, departments and language schools.

    DAILY
INFORMATION

www.dailyinfo.co.uk
Issue No. 7374   

Queries: 553377 (Mon-Fri 9-5) /423433
Adverts: 554444 Fax: 559298 or via our 
website: www.dailyinfo.co.uk
Snail mail: 10 Kingston Road, Oxford OX2 6EF
Email: dailyinfo@dailyinfo.co.uk
Line ads@30p/wd. (40p from 15.3.3): min.10 
Display boxes@£8/cm. (min 3). ALL + VAT
Daily Information: daily issues Wed-Sat in 
Oxford University term, Fridays in the vacation

       Next issue:  Saturday 15th March
Deadline: 10am,  Friday 14th March

Friday 14th MARCH 2003     (8th Week)

Oxford’s

Odeon Magdalen Street 0870 
5050007

ANALYZE THAT (15) Daily: 6.00 
Sequel to the ‘Analyze This’
ADAPTATION (15) Daily: 12.30, 3.15, 8.30 
 Cage, Streep & Swinton star. See review at 
dailyinfo.co.uk
THE LIFE OF DAVID GALE (15)        Daily: 1.45, 5.00, 8.15 
Kevin Spacey faces execution....

Ultimate Picture Palace 245288
BUENA VISTA SOCIAL CLUB (PG)          Fri- Mon: 7pm 
The fi lm that triggered the renaissance of Cuban music

BOWLING FOR COLUMBINE (15)        Daily: 9.15pm 
Except Sat & Sun: 4.30pm, 9pm 

Michael Moore’s investigation of US gun culture. See 
review at dailyinfo.co.uk

DIRTY PRETTY THINGS (15) Tue-Thu: 7pm 
Organ-dealing in the London underworld. See review at 
dailyinfo.co.uk

Odeon George Street 0870 5050007
CONFESSIONS OF A DANGEROUS MIND (15)  

Daily: 11.45 (not Sat & Sun), 2.15, 5.15, 8.00 
Television producer by day, CIA assassin by night. Or 
was he?
EQUILIBRIUM(15) Daily: 12.15, 2.45, 5.30, 8.30 
A fascist future where all forms of feeling are illegal....
JACKASS: THE MOVIE (18)  Daily: 1.45, 4.15, 6.45, 

9.15 
People being extremely stupid. On purpose! See review at 
dailyinfo.co.uk
THE RING (15)              Daily: 12.15 (not Sat & Sun), 

3.15, 6.00, 8.45 
US remake of recent  eastern horror. See review at 
dailyinfo.co.uk
MAID IN MANHATTAN (PG)          Daily: 12.00, 

2.30, 5.45, 8.15 
Fiennes & Lopez in republican romance. See review at 
dailyinfo.co.uk
TWO WEEKS’ NOTICE (12A)        Daily: 12.45, 3.45, 6.15, 

9.00 (not Thurs)
Sandra Bullock & Hugh Grant in ‘stuff-you, Boss!’ fl ick
THE TWO TOWERS(12A) Sat & Sun: 11.15am 
War on Middle Earth
THE WILD THORNBERRIES MOVIE(U) Sat & Sun: 

11.30am 
Eliza can talk to animals. Animation
TREASURE PLANET (U) Sat & Sun: 11.45am 
Treasure Island in Space
SENIOR SCREEN: HART’S WAR(15)       Wed: 10.45am 
Bruce Willis as prisoner of war.
JUST MARRIED (12A) Thu: 9.00 
The trials of honeymooning in Europe

Phoenix Picture House 512526
WRITTEN ON THE WIND (PG) Fri & Sat: 11.30pm 
Lush 1950s melodrama with Lauren Bacall & Rock 
Hudson.
ABOUT SCHMIDT (15) Fri: 1.15 Sat: 6.15  Sun: 7.15 

Mon & Tues: 1.15 Wed & Thu: 6.15 
Jack Nicholson as grumpy man  See review at 
dailyinfo.co.uk
THE PIANIST (15)           Fri: 6.15 Sat: 1.00 Sun: 2.40 

Mon: 6.15 
Pianist survives  WWII. See review at dailyinfo.co.uk
SOLARIS (12A) Daily: 4.00, 9.15, except Sun: 5.30, 

9.30
George Clooney in philosophical sci-fi  (a la ‘2001’)
FAR FROM HEAVEN (12A)             Fri: 4.10, 6.40, 
9.10                       Sat: 4.30,6.40, 9.10                       
                Sun: 12.00, 4.30, 6.40, 9.10 Mon: 1.40, 4.10, 9.10 

Tues -  Thu: 1.40, 4.10, 6.40, 9.10 
Moore &  Quaid shatter their suburban idyll. See review at 
dailyinfo.co.uk
BOWLING FOR COLUMBINE (15) Fri & Sat: 11.15pm 
Michael Moore’s look at US gun culture. See review at 
dailyinfo.co.uk
KIDS’ CLUB: BATMAN & ROBIN (PG)  Sat: Fun 1.15, 

fi lm 2pm 
The fearless pair battle Mr Freeze & Poison Ivy
LE SANG DES BETES & THE BATTLE OF ALGIERS (18)   

Sun: 12noon 
The beasts & their slaughterers...plus both sides of the Algerian 
revolution 
THE CHESS PLAYERS (U) Sun: 2pm 
Satire splices resistance against Empire & love of chess 
FRENCH CINEMA: L’HOMME DU TRAIN (12A) 

Mon: 6.45 
Stylish comedy drama about an unlikely friendship.
THE QUIET AMERICAN (15)              Tues: 6.30 

Wed & Thu: 1.30 
Michael Caine schemes in Vietnam. See review at 
dailyinfo.co.uk

CINEMA
 Until Thurs 20th March

The Apollo Oxford 
0870 6063500

OXFORD GANG SHOW       Fri 14: 7.15pm Sat 15: 
2.00pm, 7.30pm

Annual variety show by Scouts & Guides. £3-£8. 
LA BOHEME Thurs 20, Fri 21: 7.30pm 
Puccini’s popular tale. Starring Rodrigo the white stal-
lion! £13-£39.50
CARMEN Tue 18, Wed 19th, Sat 22: 7.30pm 
Bizet’s Gypsy girl.  Also starring Rodrigo! £13-£39.50

Burton Taylor Theatre 305350
LOOT Fri 14 & Sat 15: 7.30pm 
Orton’s dark farce. £5/£4 See review right
SISTER MARY IGNATIUS EXPLAINS IT ALL FOR 
YOU                             Fri 14 & Sat 15: 9.30pm 
Ruthlessly funny lampoon of Catholicism. £5/£4 See 
review at dailyinfo.co.uk

Old Fire Station Theatre 297170
1984          Fri 14: 7.30pm Sat 15: 2.30pm, 7.30pm
George Orwell’s legendary dystopia. (First night dis-
count)

Oxford Playhouse  305305 
MOON ON A RAINBOW SHAWL          Fri 14: 8.00pm 

Sat 15: 2.30pm, 7.30pm
Drama of Trinidad in the 50s by Errol John
COOPER!                          Mon 17 - Sat 22: 7.30, 

except Fri: 8.00. Thurs & Sat Mats: 2.30  
Jerome Flynn in the story of the legendary magician

Pegasus Theatre 722851
SKY BURIAL Fri 14 & Sat 15 : 8pm 
‘Greed, death and betrayal’

Harcourt Hill Theatre 
FAME  Fri 14 & Sat 15: 7.30pm 
Ox. Brookes’  students with the story of the ‘fame 
school’. 305305

New Music Room, Corpus Christi 
College

MEASURE FOR MEASURE   Tue 11 - Fri 14 
Daily: 7.30pm 

The Owlets (Corpus student theatre). £4/£6 - 07974 
931430 / on door. See review at dailyinfo.co.uk

Christ Church Cathedral 305305
DR FAUSTUS  Fri 14 : 8.30pm 
See review at dailyinfo.co.uk

Sunningwell Village Hall 305305
TOO HOT TO HANDEL Sat 15 : 7.30pm 
Opera Anywhere presents popular Handel Arias. 

£12.50/£10

THEATRE
 Until Thurs 20th March

BANDS, DISCOS, LIGHTS
DISCO PA & LIGHTING EQUIPMENT: hire 
and sales. 118 Cowley Rd. 01865 722027. 

DISCOS, KARAOKES AND EQUIPMENT 
HIRE: Dave Seamer Entertainments, 
(01865) 240054

BANDS, DISCO, KARAOKE, equipment 
hire, from ODS. 01865 736660

3 more on 
www.dailyinfo.co.uk!

Waterfi eld’s
FOR SECOND HAND BOOKS IN OXFORD

52 High Street, Oxford. Tel 721809
MON-SAT 9.45am - 5.45pm

Opposite the Examination Schools

Visit us today for interesting 
books in many subjects, 

especially Literature, History, 
Philosophy, Theology & Classics.

10% student discount

GIGS
FINCH & BRAND NEW / SOLD OUT! / The Zodiac, 
190 Cowley Road; Tel: 420042

BRIAN PETERS / Oxford Folk Club. £3.50 (unwaged 
£2.50) / 8.30 pm / Port Mahon, St. Clement’s

OPEN MIC NIGHT / Mars Entertainments presents 
Delicious music. Free (band bookings call 07876 
184623 / 07989 028522) / 9pm-1am / Genesis Club, 
Above Arena Fitness Club, Cowley

DJ MANFREE / Music & Dancing / 11pm-2am / 
Freud’s, Walton St; Tel: 311171

WHAT’S ON   *  ACCOMMODATION  *  JOBS

145 MORE 
Rooms To Let on 

www.dailyinfo.co.uk!

 ROOMS TO LET

Pearce Alder & Co. 
1 Bed tidy Flat with own garden, furnished, west 

Oxford. £595pcm inc. council tax & water.
2 Bed House, Arthur Rd. Now. Good order. 

£850pcm
1 Bed Flat, Edwin Court. Central. £690pcm

Phone 246502               33 Botley Road
Email : pearcealderco@talk21.com

JOBS OFFERED        

EFL TEACHER NEEDED FROM 17TH MARCH. MIN 
CELTA plus one year experience. Oxford English 
Centre, 66 Banbury Road. 516162. 
office@oxfordenglish.co.uk

GLUTTONS DELI IN JERICHO requires full and part-
time staff. Friendly atmosphere, good rate of pay. 
Possible senior position. 01865 553748

PUBLICIZE YOUR SOCIETY HERE!
Put YOUR meetings or lectures up -
immediately, any time and free - at 

www.dailyinfo.co.uk.
IG NOBEL PRIZE TOUR / Marc Abrahams. Free 
for OUSS members, GBP1 for nonmembers / Martin 
Wood Lecture Theatre, Parks Road / 7:45pm for 
8:00pm / Web: http://users.ox.ac.uk/~science/details/
ht03.html#Abrahams / ignobel@lug.org.uk

AL-ANON / Weekly meeting for friends & family of 
problem drinkers. Helpline: 020 7403 088 / 1pm / 
Friends’ Meeting House, 43 St Giles

SATURDAY ART CLUB / 3-wk series (March 1, 8 & 15) 
on digital photography with Adrian Spencer. £10 course. 
Bookings: 813802 / 11am-2pm / Modern Art Oxford, 
30 Pembroke Street. Opening times: Closed Mondays, 
Tues-Sat: 11am-5pm, Sun: 12-5pm; Tel: 722733, Fax: 
722573, generalenquiry@moma.demon.co.uk

MEETINGS/LECTURES

17 MORE on
 www.dailyinfo.co.uk!

Lebanese Restaurant
AL-SALAM

6 Park End Street, Oxford  OX1 1HH
Telephone 01865 245710

Good Food, Good Atmosphere, Open EVERY day!

 INDIAN RESTAURANT & TAKEAWAY
(FULLY LICENSED)

Excellent cuisine at reasonable prices

THE STANDARD TANDOORI

-- Opposite the Phoenix Cinema --

For bookings, tel. 553557
117 Walton St, Oxford, OX2 6AJ. 

Open 7 days - 12 - 2.30pm, 6 - 11.30pm

 18 MORE 
Houses/Flats To Let on 

www.dailyinfo.co.uk

HOUSES/FLATS TO LET

COMPUTERS 
FOR SALE/ HELP

PCFIXIT. No fix, no pay. Free 
consultation. Ring 01865243609. 
pcfixit@go.com

RENT AN IMAC with printer from 
£45.00/month, iBook from 
£65.00/month. www.macfaction.co.uk / 01865 
764091.

OXFORD MACINTOSH SOLUTIONS Ltd for all your 
Apple Macintosh Sales Services and Support. 0871 
7170000 www.omsuk.com

53 more on 
www.dailyinfo.co.uk!

Coming soon to Oxfod Odeon     11 more on 
www.dailyinfo.co.uk!

STUDENT LIST
A few remaining, conveniently located and well 

presented properties, mainly for four persons 
sharing, over the 2003-04 academic year.

For further details, or to arrange viewing,
contact Pearce Alder & Co, 01865 246502 

pearcealderco@talk21.com

VOLUNTEERS WANTED

F R E V D
DJ MANFREE MUSIC & DANCING

ATHENA                       JAZZ DUO

PIANIST (TBC)            2-4PM   
NEIL MASON  10-12   CLASSICAL GUITAR

ATHENA         10-12                 JAZZ DUO

KAYAKIRAN                     LATIN GUITARS

KARL DEMATA                     BLUES GUITAR

Acts 11pm-2am unless stated

Licensed Café ♦ Walton Street
Music & Dancing, good food, pizzas a speciality

Open 7 days: 11am - late  Tel: 311171 

FRI 14
SAT 15
SUN 16

MON 17
TUE 18

WED 19
THU 20

Part-time teaching
Lively, fully qualifi ed teachers required for Key 

Stage 2/3 literacy and numeracy to work in fun, 
vibrant tuition centre (children aged 6 to 14).  

Good rates of pay.
Returners and NQTs welcome.  

Please call 01865 514574 for more details.

‘Daily Information’: WEEKLY in University vacation, 
from Saturday March 15.

Line ads from £4 + VAT (10 words); display boxes from £24 
FOR 7 DAYS ON BOTH WEB & SHEET

16 MORE 
Tuition ads on 

www.dailyinfo.co.uk!

TUITION OFFERED

5 Cambridge Terrace. 
01865 246620

PLACES STILL AVAILABLE - 
BOOK NOW!

CAMBRIDGE EXAM COURSES:
First Certifi cate English & Cambridge 
Advanced English. Start 17th March

     
              

LOCH FYNE RESTAURANT 

20% OFF
See the ‘Restaurants’ page 
of www.dailyinfo.co.uk

As of Saturday March 
15th 2003, the cost per 
word for line advertise-

ments in Daily Infor-
mation will increase by 

10 pence to 40p.   

Loot
By Joe Orton

Burton Taylor Theatre until Sat 15th

On the day of a funeral, the widower pre-
pares with the help of his wife’s nurse and 
berates his wayward son for his wicked 
ways. His son is trying to hide the loot from 
a bank robbery that he did with the under-
taker’s assistant (who wants to marry the 
nurse). A policeman pretending to be from 
the water board is poking around to find 
evidence of wrong doing. Meanwhile the 
nurse flirts with everyone.

So far this is classic farce, with characters 
that we have seen many a time before. The 
story is also littered with situations taken 
from a dozen other plays, but what is dif-
ferent here are the actions of the charac-
ters. We have scenes of police brutality, 
an undercurrent of homosexuality and an 
amoral air to the acts. The treatment of the 
corpse is particularly callous: in one scene 
the son chucks his dead mother headfirst 
into a cupboard.

Joe Orton is often thought of as helping 
to lay the ground work for contemporary 
theatre, and it is easy to imagine that his 
work was shocking in the mid 60’s. These 
things were not openly talked about then. 
Time however is always going to lessen the 
impact of any art and the elements that 
shocked here nearly 40 years ago do not 
do so now, though they still hit home. The 
themes of amorality and detachment are 
relevant today and it is only the religious 
aspect to the play that dates it.

Despite this it is still very much a comedy 
and it is here that the production falls down. 
For the first hour laughs were thin on the 
ground and only picked up in the last half 
hour as the situations became more and 
more ridiculous. There were several funny 
lines in the first part of the play, but the 
delivery fell flat for one reason or another. 
Partly I fell this is due to the subtleties in 
the work itself making it a difficult play to 
perform well.

 All of the actors were enthusiastic and tried 
hard but they were clearly nervous, fluffing 
lines or trying to keep a straight face, some-
thing not helped by the intimate (i.e. small) 
nature of the Burton Taylor. Having the 
audience practically on the stage must be 
slightly off-putting. Hopefully they will over-
come these opening night jitters and settle 
in to a more rounded presentation of the 
work as the week progresses.

Before going to see this production I knew 
very little of Orton’s work; all I had seen 
was the biographical film “Prick up your 
ears”, and that was several years ago. I was 
very impressed by the quality of the writ-
ing, and I am certain that in the future I will 
go out of my way to see more of his plays 
performed.

Keith Ibsen, 11/03/03

Extended due to 

popular demand!

Black & White 
Photography 

Show
In the face of disaster

Portraits & landscapes from 
humanitarian & refugee work

Amelia M. Bookstein   
Green College Stables Art Gallery, 

Woodstock Rd (opp. Royal Oak pub)
Until March 22 2003: 10am-8pm

COMING

                 Oxford University Dept of Psychiatry
 Overcome Depression
 BUT still taking the Pills?

We need volunteers who have 
overcome depression, but still take antide-
pressants, to participate in a study of the 

effect of a dietary manipulation on emotion.
We will reimburse you for your time and travel 

costs.
For details, please contact JUDI: 

01865 223910
or e-mail recruits@psychiatry.oxford.ac.uk

OXFORD BACH CHOIR
Saturday 15 March, 7.30pm

Sheldonian Theatre
Vaughan Williams: Sea Symphony

Brahms: Academic Overture & Nänie
with the New Queen’s Hall Orchestra

Conductor: Nicholas Cleobury
Tickets: £7-£36

From Oxford Playhouse Box Office: 305305

OPEN

2 rooms to let
in lovely newly refurbished house, 

sharing with friendly profs.
Close to bus routes & Cowley Business Park.

Off-road parking. £320pcm each.

Call Janet: 07970 618531
THEATRE REVIEW

FILM REVIEW

FOOD

 
AMBITIOUS? IMMEDIATE Start for self-motivated individuals. 
Tel. 020 7664 0569 
CAMBRIDGE GRADS IN Oxford! 20-30s. PLEASE EMAIL 
cosima202@yahoo.com now!  


