
MONKEY!
Oxford Playhouse until Sat 16th Feb

Very appropriately, the opening night of Monkey! this Tuesday (Shrove Tuesday) was the fi rst day of Chi-
nese New Year.  Billed as “A tale from China”, many people are more likely to know of the tale by way of the 
Japanese version of Monkey (“Monkey Magic”), the cult T.V. classic of the late seventies.  

The history of the kind of stick-fi ghting simian hero represented in 
Monkey! is long and involved, and as a result this production has much 
more to it than at fi rst meets the eye and ear.  When fl ying about on 
clouds, cheeking Yama Queen of Death herself or effortlessly defeating 
gangs of evil demons in beautifully choreographed martial arts stand-
offs (greeted by the gleeful shout “It’s time to PLAY!”), Monkey delights 
as a cartoon fi gure.  He farts like a foghorn, he looks forward to going 
back to his own Flower Fruit Mountain for some “rumpus”, he leaves 
his signature in liquid form (“What! Monkeys can’t write!”) - small chil-
dren love him.  They also get the chance to interact, as the production 
contains important pantomime elements.  Older minds can enjoy the 
slapstick whilst thinking on the signifi cance of Monkey’s epic journey to 
the Western Heaven with Tripitaka (the holiest monk in China), Pigsy 
and Sandy (humans transformed into monsters for their karmic mis-
takes) to collect sacred scriptures from Buddha.  Tripitaka was a real 
historical fi gure who journeyed to India in the 7th century AD to fetch 
the Sutra, and the Monkey of the Mind appears in Buddhist teachings 
as a symbol of the restless mental energy that must be tamed before 
Enlightenment can be reached.   

This production is obviously born of very thoughtful roots, and the excellent programme accompanying it 
provides just enough detailed info on the Monkey tradition to leave you with a need to know more.  Elliot 
Levey is a truly “irrepressible” Very Handsome Monkey King; if his accent is more Stavros than Sun Wu-
K’ung, it  matters not, as he blows you away with the sheer physicality of his monkeying about.  Jan Knight-
ley is an astounding Pigsy for similar reasons, and Jason Thorpe (spotted recently at the Phoenix Cinema 
as a policeman in the bizarre fi lm “The Nine Lives of Tomas Katz”) is also an excellently deadpan Sandy.  
Aicha Kossoko is a compelling presence as the scarily sexy Yama, Queen of Death, and the serene Father 
Buddha.  The show must be very tiring for all the actors involved, many of whom perform amazing gymnas-
tics.  The costumes and set are ingenious, and the pounding folky drum & bass soundtrack by the excellent 
Irish outfi t Kíla will have you wiggling in your seat.

Fans of martial arts, panto, circus, good music, visual and physical humour, Buddhism, acting, animals, 
life… get your tickets now.    

Su Jordan, 12.02.02

COMPUTERS: SALES/HELP

SECOND HAND APPLE Macs www.macfaction.co.uk 
or call 01865 764091 

OXFORD MACINTOSH 
SOLUTIONS Ltd for all your 
Apple Macintosh Sales Services 
and Support. 0871 7170000  
www.oxmacsolutions.co.uk 

 OXFORD TUTORIAL COLLEGE
PA / Administrator

An energetic and highly-organised person is 
required to assist the Director of this independent 
sixth-form college. Duties are interesting and 
varied, including upkeep of databases & records, 
administration of marketing initiatives, contact with 
other organisations, setting up non-academic aspects 
of courses run by the college and routine IT sup-
port. 

The person appointed will have excellent secretarial 
and IT skills and be extremely self-motivated and 
level-headed. A keen eye for detail and a friendly 
manner are also essential. An attractive salary is 
offered and working hours are fl exible. 

Please write for further details, with current cv, to :
The Director, Oxford Tutorial College, 

12 King Edward Street, Oxford OX1 4HT 
or email : ralph.dennison@otc.ac.uk

INTENSIVE EASTER REVISION COURSES. GCSE, AS, 
A2. Improve confidence, skills and grades. 
d’Overbroeck’s College. tel 01865 310000 ; 
www.easterrevisioncourses.com 

BIOLOGY TUITION. All levels. Oxford and area. 
Tel Matthew Barnes, 01869 247516 
www.biologytuition.co.uk 

ARGENTINIAN TANGO DANCE. Classes by arrange-
ment. Tel 790748 

RUSSIAN TUITION, EXPERIENCED teacher, beginners 
or advanced.01865 511867 

VIOLIN. Top level tuition. All ages 
and levels. 790748. 

TUITION OFFERED

FULL LISTINGS OF ALL ADVERTS 
RECEIVED WITHIN THE PREVIOUS 

7 DAYS OCCUR ON 

TUESDAYS:
ACCOMMODATION

WEDNESDAYS:

SALES & WANTED

THURSDAYS:
JOBS OFFERED & 

JOBS WANTED

THE LITTLE BOOKSHOP, Oxford’s 2nd hand book-
shop, Covered Market. Out of print Penguins 
a speciality.

CHOROS AT HOLYWELL Music Room, Saturday, 
7.30pm. French and English choral music - Britten, 
Holst, Rawsthorne, Debussy, Faure, Poulenc. Tickets 
£10(£8) on door from 7pm. 

BLACKWELL’S IS PLEASED TO HOST Michael Frayn 
in conversation about his new novel ‘SPIES’ with 
John Carey.  At the Holywell Music Room, Holywell 
St, Oxford on Wednesday 20th February at 7.30pm.  
Tickets are available from the Customer Services 
Desk, 2nd Floor, Blackwell’s Bookshop, 50 Broad 
Street, Oxford.  Tel: 01865 333623.  For further infor-
mation or to reserve a signed copy, contact Caroline 
Lee or Fiona Hurman, Fiction Dept.  Tel: 01865 
333602.

LEBANESE RESTAURANT
AL-SALAM

Good Food, Good Atmosphere, Open EVERY day!
6 Park End Street, Oxford  OX1 1HH

Telephone 01865 245710

Waterfi eld’s
FOR SECOND HAND BOOKS IN OXFORD

52 High Street, Oxford. Tel 721809
MON-SAT 9.45 - 5.45

Opposite the Examination Schools

ACADEMIC BOOKS

VISIT US TODAY
 FOR OUT-OF-PRINT TITLES 
IN THE ARTS & HUMANITIES

! 10% STUDENT DISCOUNT   !

12-13 Park End Street, Oxford OX1 1HH
Tel 01865 247777/248888  www.cafeturmeric.com
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Classic & Contemporary South Asian Cuisine
Valentine’s Day at Cafe Turmeric: Glass of 
champagne Reception + 4 courses £18.00

" "
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JOBS OFFERED           

CINEMA

THEATRE

To Thursday 21st February

Odeon George St         0870 5050007

HARRY POTTER AND THE PHILOSOPHER’S STONE  (PG) 
Daily : 11.20am

Bednobs and broomsticks (or was that something else..?)

BLACK HAWK DOWN (18)         Fri & Sat: 9.00 , Sun-
Wed: 8.10 
‘True story’ of an American military engagement in Somalia.

MONSTERS INC. (U)        Fri - Sun: 10.30, 1.00, 3.30, 
6.00, 8.30  Mon-Thurs: 1.00, 3.20, 5.40

Incapable furry fright-mongers.

IRIS (15)                    Fri - Weds: 1.30, 4.00, 6.30,9.00   
            plus Fri-Sun:11.15am
Judi Dench in biopic of authoress Iris Murdoch.

VANILLA SKY (15)            Fri & Sat: 2.50, 6.10, 9.25 
        Sun-Thurs: 2.30, 5.30 (except Wed), 8.30
Womanising Tom Cruise gets his comeuppance.

SHALLOW HAL (12) Fri & Sat: 1.00, 3.50, 6.45, 9.45
 Sun-Thur:  12.55, 3.30, 6.10, 8.50

Gwyneth Paltrow in a 400lb ‘fatsuit’ . Another triumph of 
sensitive characterization.

LORD OF THE RINGS (PG)  Fri & Sat: 12.00, 4.15, 8.30     
Sun - Thurs : 12.00, 3.45, 7.45

Epic fantasy adventure. (Possibly not suitable for under-8’s) 

OCEAN’S 11 (12)       Fri & Sat: 12.20, 3.20, 6.25, 9.25 
Sun-Thurs: 11.55, 2.50, 5.45, 8.40

Star-studded remake of 60s thriller

SENIOR SCREEN : THE DISH  (12)  Wed : Doors 10.15, 
Film 10.45. 

Refreshments included. 

MOVIE MOB: HELP I’M A FISH! (U) Sat & Sun: 11am
Animated action fi lm. All tickets £2

Odeon Magdalen St      0870 5050007

MONSTERS INC. (U) Daily : 12.00, 2.30, 5.00, 7.30, 10.00
Incapable furry fright-mongers.

GOSFORD PARK(15)      Daily:  12.15, 3.15, 6.15, 9.15 

English domestics via Robert Altman

Phoenix Picture House         512526
THE LADY AND THE DUKE (PG)Fri: 1.15, 3.45, 7.15, 9.35, 

Sat & Sun: 3.45, 6.15 9.00
Mon-Thurs: 1.15, 3.45, 6.15 (not Mon), 9.00 

The French Revolution seen from the losing side.

GOSFORD PARK(15)            Daily: 12.30 (except Sun), 
3.15(except Fri), 6.00, 8.45 

English domestics via Robert Altman

AMADEUS: DIRECTOR’S CUT (15)                 Fri: 4.00                   
Presented by Milos Foreman & Saul Zaentz.  Phone for 
cancellations!
BREAKAST AT TIFFANY’S (PG)        Fri 11.30pm, 

Sun 12.15           
Don’t make ‘em like this any more...

STUDIO GHIBLI: GRAVE OF THE FIRELIES (12) 
 Fri:11.50pm, Sat: 11.30pm, Sun 12 midday
A teenager and his sister struggle for survival.

FIGHT CLUB (18)          Sat: 11.30pm
Soap and fi st fi ghts

KIDS CLUB : ATLANTIS, THE LOST EMPIRE(U)
     Sat : 2.00
No unaccompanied adults! 

FRENCH CINEMA: PRESQUE RIEN (18)      Mon 6:30
Mathieu meets Cedric.....

DR STRANGELOVE (PG)       Thurs: 11.30pm 
Kubrick’s anti-bomb farce

LOST HIGHWAY (18)       Thurs: 11.30pm
More David Lynch weirdness

Ultimate Picture Palace         245288
LORD OF THE RINGS (PG)   Fri : 8.15, Sat : 2.45, 8.15  

Sun & Mon: 7.15  Tue - Thu : 9.00
 Best fi lm ever etc etc. (Possibly not suitable for under-8’s)    

LEGALLY BLONDE (12) Fri & Sat: 6.15 Sun & Mon: 
5.30 

Reese Witherspoon as unlikely law student.

THE PIANO TEACHER (18) Tue - Thu : 6.30 
An intense and unusual relationship.

CHASING AMY (18)                Fri  & Sat: 11.45pm
             Sun & Mon: 10.45pm 
Kevin Smith’s comedy of sexuality and comic books.

Apollo Theatre    0870 6063500
VERDI’S NABUCCO  Sat 16th : 7.30pm
Revenge, destruction and jealousy.
TOSCA  Fri 15th : 7.30pm 
True love, torture and treachery 

DANIEL O’DONNELL                   Sun 17th : 7.30pm 
 SOLD OUT!
JETHRO!                   Mon18th : 7.30pm 
Comedy. Warning: Not for the Vicar! 

LOUIS HOOVER’S SALUTE TO SINATRA  
      Wed 20th: 7.30pm 
Big band Sinatra magic. 

Old Fire Station                 297170
PRINCESS IDA                   Fri 15th : 7.30pm,

 Sat16th : 2:30pm, 7.30pm 
Gilbert and Sullivan’s satiric gem   See review at 
www.dailyinfo.co.uk
A CLOCKWORK ORANGE  Tue19th - Sat 23rd:7.30pm 
                            Sat mat: 2.30 
Contains ‘ultra violence’ apparently - so book early! 

Pegasus Theatre                 722851
SOUNDING OFF           Fri 15th : 8pm
Bands competition . £4/£2 (Young hopefuls call 07711 
529529)
THE TRACTOR GIRLS           Thu 21st & Fri 22nd: 8pm
Caz and Mo go from Ipswich to Europe in comedy 
thriller..

St. John’s Auditorium            277307
THUNDERSTORM             Tue 19th - Sat 23rd : 7.30pm 
‘Chinese Shakespeare Tickets 305305

Playhouse          305305 
MONKEY!        Fri 15th & Sat 16th : 7.30, Sat mat :2.30
Pilgrimage with a monkey; religion, history, magic and 
poetry

SPRING AWAKENING Wed 20th  - Sat 23rd Daily: 7.30
Sexual and emotional awakening of schoolchildren set in 
1890s Germany

Burton Taylor Theatre          305350
 ITS A HUNTINGDON LIFE   !Fri 15th & Sat 16th :7.30pm
Satire, farce and science.  See review at 
www.dailyinfo.co.uk

SIX LEFT FEET   Fri 15th & Sat 16th : 9.30pm
High heels & performing brooms See review at 
www.dailyinfo.co.uk

SPEED THE PLOW            Tue 19th - Sat 23rd : 7.30pm
Dissection of Hollywood 

THE LESSON        Tue 19th - Sat 23rd : 7.30pm

Ionesco’s educational tale 

BMW Group Plant, Oxford   245 745
 MACBETH by Creation Theatre Company 

Until Sat 23 March Daily: 7.30pm, 
PLUS 2.30pm: Sat 23rd Feb / all Saturdays in March 

Shakespeare among the Minis

COMING

FULL TIME EXPERIENCED Order Processor required 
by Oxford Double Glazing Ltd, to process purchase 
orders & sales quotes. You must be accurate, reli-
able, and literate. We offer excellent working condi-
tions within a small, friendly team. Salary to reflect 
your experience. Please call John Waine, on 01865 
517209 (d) 07889 691792 (e) 

SMALL, PLEASANT HOUSE needs help one morning 
weekly. Ring 761429 

ACADEMIC DIRECTOR FOR Oxford overseas study 
program. Oxford University postgraduate with a 
minimum of 5 years’ teaching and administrative 
experience preferred. Could start soon part-time, 
becoming full-time in July 1, 2002. £20,000-£35,000 
p.a. depending on experience, etc. Please send CV to 
Dr. Richardson, 8 Tennyson Lodge, Paradise Square, 
OX1 1UD. 

OPEN
9am-9pm

Daily
News Cafe, 1 Ship Street, 

Oxford.   Tel: 242317
STANDARD  TANDOORI

INDIAN RESTAURANT & TAKEAWAY
OPEN 12.00-2.30, 6.00-11.30 7 DAYS

-- Opposite the Phoenix Cinema --
117 Walton St, Oxford, OX2 6AJ. tel. 553557

Excellent cuisine at reasonable prices

FOOD

WE PRINT 
LARGE POSTERS!

£2.50 EACH 
(MIN. £10 SPEND) 

SAME OR NEXT DAY

dailyinfo@dailyinfo.co.uk
or 01865 553377

FREE DAILY INFORMATION 
DISPLAY BOARDS! 

Display your copy of D.I. prom-
inently with a FREE giant clip-

board.  
Call on 553377 or email us at

dailyinfo@dailyinfo.co.uk
for yours

ON THIS DAY…

…in 1564: Galileo Galilei, Italian astron-
omer ad physicist, was born in Pisa 
( where he demonstrated his theorem 
of velocity from the famous “leaning 
tower”).

...in 1748: Jeremy Bentham, English utili-
tarian philosopher and social reformer 
who introduced the registration of 
births, deaths and marriages, and 
whose “Auto-Icon” (skeleton with wax 
head, wearing his own clothes) remains 
to this day in University College, 
London.  

  
DISCO, PA, AND Lighting equipment - hire 
and sales. 118 Cowley Road, 722027
 
BANDS, DISCO, KARAOKE, equipment hire, 
from ODS. 01865 736660

DISCOS, KARAOKES AND EQUIPMENT HIRE 
Dave Seamer Entertainments, (01865) 
240054 

BANDS, DISCOS, LIGHTS

TODAY

GIGS

THE BACKROOM BOOGIE / soul, funk, 70s retro £5 / 
10pm-2am / Backroom @ The Bully, 162 Cowley Road; 
Tel: 244516, Fax: 202457, Email: info@thebully.f9.co.uk

OXFORD FOLK CLUB: OPEN NIGHT / Singers, musi-
cians & audience equally welcome. £1. / 8.30 / Port 
Mahon, St. Clement’s

DJ MAN FREE / Is It Funky Enough, Or Do You Want 
Some More / 11pm-2am / Freud’s, Walton Street; Tel: 
311171, Fax: 311171

FRIDAY’S MEETINGS

OXFORD HUNGARIAN SOCIETY / Closing a sale and 
cheating your relatives- talk on medieval Hungarian land 
law / 8pm in MacGregor Room / Oriel College, Oriel 
Square; Tel: 276555

THEATRE REVIEWS

All that’s on this 
sheet and more at 
www.dailyinfo.co.uk1 Folly Bridge, Oxford, OX1 4BL

(below Pierrepont Fine Art Gallery)
Tel: 01865 247775   www.aquavitaerestaurant.com

HAPPY  HOUR  BY  THE  RIVER 
Half priced drinks 
and free canapés

Monday - Saturday  
6.00pm  - 7.30pm

THE  AQUAVITAE  LOUNGE
AT

OXFORD AMNESTY LECTURES

5.30 P.M.  SHELDONIAN THEATRE

SUSAN
OKIN" "

F R E V D
FRI  15
SAT   16
SUN 17

MON 18
TUE 19
WED 20
THU 21

DJ  MANFREE         MUSIC & DANCING

N’GOMA KEMBO      AFRICAN DRUMS

BEN MAY (2-4)                                          PIANO
then VIVA SALSA! from 6PM                              
RICHARD MOLLER (10PM-12)     PIANO  
RICHARD MOLLER (10PM-12)  PIANO  
THE CHRIS HENLEY TRIO               JAZZ                   
 LOS HOMBRES                      LATIN GUITARS  
                                                                     

Licensed Café ♦ Walton Street
Music & Dancing, good food, pizzas a speciality

Open 7 days: 11am - late  Tel: 311171 

Acts 11pm-2am unless stated

OPEN

CHRISTIAN SCIENCE READING Room, 36 St Giles. 
Open Tuesday & Thursday 12-3pm, Wednesdays 
5.00 - 7.15pm and after service. Tel: 557605 

BRENAL GUEST HOUSE. 01865 721561 Lovely ensuite 
rooms. Reasonable rates.

 

GUESTHOUSES 

ROOMS TO LET

SUMMERTOWN SINGLE ROOM, shared house, female, 
non-smoker, post-graduate/professional, £250 pcm. 
Emily 07790094812 

ROOMS TO LET in part furnished house Marston Road 
£300 per/month bills contact rogerg@mcalpinemead-
grant.co.uk 

ROOM VACANT 1ST March, Headington. Professional/
postgrad female preferred. Contact Catherine on 
01203491@brookes.ac.uk or 07714 674924. 

HOUSES & FLATS TO LET
SPACIOUS COUNTRYSIDE COTTAGE, 2 bedroom fur-
nished. Short let April - June 2002. 16 miles N of 
Oxford, close to Bicester, Cotswolds & M40. Excellent 
rail to London from Bicester. Covered parking. Econ-
omy7 heating, plus wood fire. 650pcm, bills extra. 
Contact: 01869 343445, 
letting@chinstrap.demon.co.uk 

JERICHO LOVELY HOUSE with garden. £285 per 
week. 3 bedrooms. phone 311490 / 
jennylewis@jennylewis.freeserve.co.uk 

HOUSEMATES 

UNFURNISHED, SUNNY, DOUBLE room in Kidlington 
house 10 min walk from Sainsburys. Suitable for 
N/S prof. £375 per month . Call 01865 848864 after 
6pm 

MOVING?

“If music be the food of love...”
REVELLI PRESENT:

Brahms: Liebeslieder Wältzer
A selection of arias by Puccini, Mozart, 

Delibes, & Tchaikovsky.
Friday 15 February 8pm Christ Church Cathedral

£9 (£5concs), incl refreshments, from 305305

SERVICES OFFERED

VANOLOGY REMOVAL SERVICE. Reasonable rates. 
Local and long distance. Reliable. Phone / fax John 
01865-243609. vanology@go.com 

BIG OR SMALL we ship it all, also 24-hour 
photocopying, private mailing addresses, binding, 
Fax Bureau and more., Mail Boxes etc., Summertown 
01865 514655, Headington 01865 741729. 

Verdi’s Nabucco  
Ellen Kent & Opera International
Apollo Theatre until Sat 16th Feb

Nabucco, despite being the work which persuaded Verdi to continue 
composition, is far from the composer’s best music, yet this production 
- which sometimes seems closer to pantomime than high drama - 
approaches the Opera with such energy and vivacity that it is hard 
not to be captivated. Grandiose sets with vivid lighting provide the 
backdrop for the stirring tale of King Nabucco’s tyranny against the 
Hebrews and his subsequent betrayal by a power-hungry daughter, a 
loose dramatisation of the murderous career of King Nebuchadnezzar 
and his repeated sacking of Babylon.

Whilst the setting is impressive, the music is somewhat less so. Whilst Verdi seems to gain  a little momen-
tum over the course of the four acts, the overture and many of the arias are distinctly unbalanced. The 
intrinsic fl aws in the music were not helped by an orchestra that occasionally struggled with ensemble, 
though when the volume of the playing increased, so did the cohesion of the sound. Conducted with 
admirable stamina by Nicolae Dohotaru, the players from Chisinau showed a clear understanding of the 
music, but sometimes a greater variety of tone could have eased the effect on the ear. The same is true 
of the singers, each producing a distinctively Eastern European sound. The rather Brain-Blessedeque title 
character was played with a vocal authority that was only slightly undermined by his bizarre entrance, but 
Ismail (an unlikely looking emotional lead), Fenena and Zaccaria were rather monochrome, and consist-
ently rendered inaudible by the enthusiasm of the orchestra. The musical highlight was undoubtedly the 
chorus who, whilst their acting rather closely resembled an anemone swaying in the surf, sang with great 
sensitivity - especially during the famous Chorus of the Hebrew Slaves. 

Ellen Kent should be applauded for bringing such massive productions to this country, and if you’re looking 
for spectacle then there was much to be enjoyed here, though some of the most dramatic moments were 
thrown away. One cannot help but think, though, that for the musical experience, the money might be better 
spent on a cd.

Greg Sanderson, 12.02.02

BALLS!
SO FAR:

Lincoln
May 4th

www.champagneball.org
Dining tickets: SOLD OUT!  Non-dining £60
Tickets/ queries: tickets@champagneball.org

Trinity
June 21st

www.thetrinityball.com
Dining tickets: SOLD OUT!  Non-dining: £95

White tie (optional)


