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PCFIXIT. No fix, no pay. Free 
consultation. Ring 01865 243609. 
pcfi xit@go.com

RENT AN IMAC with printer from 
£45.00/month, iBook from £65.00/
month.  www.macfaction.co.uk 
/ 01865 764091.

OXFORD MACINTOSH SOLUTIONS Ltd for all your 
Apple Macintosh Sales Services and Support. 0871 
7170000 www.omsuk.com

ADOBE GOLIVE CS WEB-AUTHORING SOFTWARE. 
Brand new and unregistered – Retail price £335 + 
VAT – buy it from Daily Information, offers invited. 
Contact (01865) 554444 or info@dailyinfo.co.uk

REGULAR COMPUTER FAIRS IN OXFORD. Huge sav-
ings on everything. www.afm96.co.uk

COMPUTERS 
FOR SALE/ HELP

46 MORE JOBS on
www.dailyinfo.co.uk

Thurs 20th
EMOTIONAL HEALTH ANONYMOUS / Info: Mary 
01985 863340 / Every Thursday 8pm-9:30pm / eha-
ox@mailcity.com / St Margaret’s Institute, Polstead 
Road
LUNCHTIME GALLERY TALK / 18th century paint-
ing (£1.50) / 1.15pm / Ashmolean Museum, Beaumont 
Street / Tel: 278000 / www.ashmol.ox.ac.uk
BEATING THE BOUNDS / Marking the parish bound-
aries, a custom dating back to Saxon times / St 
Michaels church / 9am-12.30pm, free, all welcome / 
admin@stmichaels.demon.co.uk / St Michaels at the 
North Gate, Cornmarket
ABINGDON YOUNG FARMERS MEETING / 16 - 26? 
Bored of the TV? Come to see what YFC is all about! / 
Abingdon Young Farmers / 7.45pm! / http://abingdonyfc.
co.uk / The Boardroom, Manor Farm, Marcham
“THIS HOUSE BELIEVES THAT GLOBALISATION IS 
CAUSING A THIRD WORLD WAR” / 8.30pm / Oxford 
Union, Frewin Court; Tel: 01865 241353
A RELIGIONLESS CHRISTIANITY? / This week’s sub-
ject: Nature and Technology / 7.30-9.30pm /Contact 
Lisa/Paul at lulupabs@fi sh.co.uk for venue
WHO WILL BE THE NEXT PRESIDENT OF THE 
UNITED STATES? / A. Lichtman / 5pm / Rothermere 
American Institute, 1a South Parks Road / www.rai.
ox.ac.uk
THE NEW WOMAN / Dr. Gail Marshall (Leeds) and Tracy 
Collins discuss women in the 1890s / Fin de siecle sem-
inar series / 5pm, free / carol.peaker@wolfson.ox.ac.uk 
/ Wolfson College, Linton Rd; Tel: 01865 274100
GREEK LIVES / Prof C Pelling / 5.00 / St. John’s Audi-
torium, St. John’s College, St. Giles; Tel: 277307
BIOLOGICAL COMPLEXITY AND PROTEIN BIO-
CHEMISTRY / Dr S Brenner / 4.30pm / University 
Museum of Natural History, Parks Rd
FOUND IN TRANSLATION: DRAMA FROM PAGE 
TO STAGE / With Steven Berkoff. / 5.30pm, Free / 
Law Faculty Lecture Theatre
STORIES FROM THE BEGINNINGS OF DAMILER 
AND BENZ / A talk by Anders Klausager, Archivist, 
Jaguar Heritage, Coventry / 7.30pm / Abbey Chapel. 
Chequer Walk, Abingdon
LUNCHTIME TALK / The Wall in Israel/Palestine - 
Husam Zomlot, Political Counsellor / St Giles Church 
/ 12.30 pm - Admission Free / secretary@st-giles-
church.org / www.st-giles-church.org / St Giles Church, 
St Giles

Fri 21st
DINING OUT GROUP / Booking advised - please phone 
Penny to reserve a place / Oxford Vegetarians / 7.15pm 
/ www.ivu.org/oxveg/Events/index.html / The Nosebag, 
St Michael’s Street
THE DEATH OF AN ELEPHANT / Dr Malcolm Coe, 
Tropical Ecologist / Society for Graduates / 8pm in the 
Okinaga Room / Members: £5 (term) / Visitors: £1.50 
(meeting) / Wadham College, Parks Rd
THE ORIEL MANUSCRIPTS AND THE MEDIEVAL 
COLLEGE / Dr J I Catto / 5pm / Oriel College, Oriel 
Square; Tel: 276555

MEETINGS/LECTURES

DISCO PA & LIGHTING EQUIPMENT: hire 
and sales. 118 Cowley Rd. 01865 722027. 

DISCOS, KARAOKES AND EQUIPMENT HIRE: 
Dave Seamer Entertainments, 01865 240054

BANDS, DISCO, KARAOKE, equipment hire, 
from ODS. 01865 736660

BANDS DISCOS & LIGHTS

Thurs 20th
CURIOUS PARADISE / Pete Oxley’s jazzgroove 
worldmeld outfi t / Doors 7.30, band 8pm / £8 £5 conc / 
The Zodiac, 190 Cowley Road; Tel: 420042 / www.the-
zodiac.co.uk/
BIG HAIR / Big Hair presents 80’s, indie, pop, rock 
stuff... / £1 a pint / 8pm - 2am / £2 / www.cellarmusic.
co.uk / The Cellar, Frewin Court, off Cornmarket; Tel: 
01865 244761
SPARKY’S FLYING CIRCUS / Every Thursday. Poets 
& Peformers welcome. Free / From 9pm on / The Half 
Moon, 17 St Clements
JAZZ CONCERT: THE TWO BANDS / The Chris Walker 
Quintet (Benny Goodman inspired Group): Swing Night 

– and Dave Moorwood’s Rascals of Rhythm with Eliza-
beth May / £6 at the door / doors open 7.30pm / Lains 
Barn, 1 mile east of Wantage, off A417; Tel: 01993 
811678/01235 648765

Fri 21st
FORK  / Progressive punk supporting Family Machine 

- entry includes Boogie Basement club / £5 entry, 7.30 
start / The Zodiac. 190 Cowley Road; Tel: 420042 / 
www.the-zodiac.co.uk/
SKETCHY / Sketchy Hip Hop presents DJ FU + Guests 
/ 8pm - 2am / £2 B4 10, £4 after / www.cellarmusic.
co.uk / The Cellar, Frewin Court, off Cornmarket; Tel: 
01865 244761
STATION X / Original synth punk prog rock band / 9pm 
/ The Elm Tree, Cowley Road
OXFORD FOLK CLUB / Hunter’s Moon (3 part har-
mony group from Cornwall) / 8.30pm / £3.50/£2.50 / 
pamcooper@hotmail.com / www.oxfordfolkclub.com / 
Port Mahon, St. Clement’s
VACUOUS POP PRESENTS / Souvaris, Zelega & 
Change at Löhne / 8pm / £4 / www.vacuouspop.com / 
Wheatsheaf, 129 High St
PERFECT BLUE / Blues / 11pm-2am / Freud’s, Walton 
St; Tel: 311171

GIGS

HOUSES & FLATS TO LET

79 MORE on
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ABINGDON ROAD, CENTRAL SOUTH OXFORD. Spa-
cious 6-7 bedroom property ideal for students and 
available late September for 9 months plus. Please 
contact Lucy Properties on 01865 559973.
MODERN & SPACIOUS, this House has 4 large bed-
rooms, two bathrooms and off street parking. 10 
minutes from City Centre and close to Park & Shops. 
Rent £1,100 PCM. Phone Angie 07990554011
BULLINGDON RD, EAST Oxford, 2 double bed fur-
nished ground floor/basement flat including 
kitchen/dining area, living room, bathroom and 
shower. Garden and GCH. Available now. Rent £765. 
info@collegeandcounty.biz 01865 722277
EVELYN COURT, CONTEMPORARY 1 bed flat. Large 
living area with kitchen. Double bedroom, bath-
room with shower over bath. GCH. Small back 
yard, no parking. Available Early May. Rent £720. 
info@collegeandcounty.biz 01865 722277

ROOMS TO LET

CINEMA
 Until Thu 20th May

Ozone Multiplex 0870 444 3030
50 FIRST DATES (12A) Daily: 12.05, 2.20, 4.30
Sandler woos short-term-memory-loss Barrymore
ETERNAL SUNSHINE OF THE SPOTLESS MIND (15) 

Daily: 1.00, 4.20, 6.45, 9.15
Jim Carrey erases Kate Winslet *
KILL BILL VOL 2 (18) Daily: 12.15, 3.10, 6.05, 9.00
Uma’s on the rampage...again
MONSTER (18)      Tue, Wed: 11.50, 2.10, 4.30, 7.00, 9.20
Oscar-winning tale of female killer*
SECRET WINDOW (12A) Daily: 6.50, 9.00 
Author Johhny Depp is tormented by weird person
SHATTERED GLASS (15) Daily: 11.55, 2.25, 4.40, 7.00, 

9.15
Story of the journalist who made up all his stories.
SHAUN OF THE DEAD (15) Daily: 6.40, 9.10
Sort of comedy romance. With Zombies.
THE BUTTERFLY EFFECT (15)      Tue, Wed: 12.10, 
Time travel drama 2.55, 5.40, 8.25
THE CONFESSIONS OF A TEENAGE DRAMA QUEEN (PG)

Daily: 12.05, 2.15, 4.25
Teenage girl is relegated to the suburbs
VAN HELSING (12A) Daily: 12.00, 3.00, 6.00, 9.00
Monster-hunting in the 19th century
WONDROUS OBLIVION (PG)   Daily: 1.00, 3.40, 6.55, 9.15
60’s London race issues via youth cricket.
TROY (15)  Thu: 11.15, 11.45, 3.15, 3.45, 7.15, 7.45
Bronzed warriors dashing about.

Phoenix Picture House 512526
CARANDIRU (15)            Daily: 3.30, 9.00
Brazilian prison drama.
TWILIGHT SAMURAI (12A)      Daily: 1.00, 6.30 
Award-winning Japanese fi lm
KILL BILL VOL 2 (18) Tue - Thu: 6.30 
Uma’s on the rampage...again
ETERNAL SUNSHINE OF THE SPOTLESS MIND (15)
Tue & Wed: 2.00, 4.15, 9.10 Thu: 2.00, 4.15, 9.10, 11.30
Jim Carrey erases Kate Winslet *
STARSKY & HUTCH (15) Thu: 11.30pm
Remake of Zombie classic, I mean 70’s cop fun.

Grove Auditorium, Magdalen College
LE DIVORCE Wed: 8pm; Free
Merchant and Ivory present their recent comedy hit

Odeon George Street 0870 5050007
50 FIRST DATES (12A)     Tue, Wed: 3.40, 6.10, 8.40
Sandler woos short-term-memory-loss Barrymore
ETERNAL SUNSHINE OF THE SPOTLESS MIND (15) 

Daily: 3.30, 6.10, 8.50
Jim Carrey erases Kate Winslet *
KILL BILL VOL 2 (18) Daily: 2.00, 5.20, 8.15
Uma’s on the rampage...again
SECRET WINDOW (12A)        Tue, Wed: 1.30, 4.00, 6.30, 9.00
Author Johhny Depp is tormented by weird person
VAN HELSING (12A) Daily: 1.40, 2.10, 4.40, 5.10, 7.40, 8.20
Monster-hunting in the 19th century
TROY (15)           Thu: 12.00, 2.30, 3.30, 6.30, 7.15
Bronzed warriors dashing about.
SENIOR SCREEN: SYLVIA (15) Wed: 10.30am
Biopic of Sylvia Plath

Odeon Magdalen Street 0870 5050007
LAWS OF ATTRACTION (12A)  Tue, Wed: 2.00, 4.10, 

6.30, 8.50 Thu: 2.10, 4.30, 6.50, 9.10
Comedy-romance of divorce lawyers
SHAUN OF THE DEAD (15)          Tue, Wed: 3.30, 6.10, 8.40
Sort of comedy romance. With Zombies.
TROY (15) Thu: 12.45, 4.15, 7.55
Bronzed warriors dashing about.

Ultimate Picture Palace 245288
THE PASSION OF THE CHRIST (18)    Daily: 5.00, 7.15, 9.30
Via the passion of Mel Gibson

* = Review on www.dailyinfo.co.uk

 THEATRE
 Until Thu 20th May

New Theatre, Oxford  0870 6063500
BILL & BEN AND ANDY PANDY 

Tues 18: 10.30am, 1.30pm 
Live children’s show. £9.50, family ticket from £34
THE AMERICAN DRIFTERS Wed 19: 7.30pm 
Drifters’ hits performed by ultra-slick harmony group. 
£12/£14
THE SHADOWS Thu 20 : 7.30pm 
Together again for one last time - The fi nal tour. £20-£25

Old Fire Station Theatre 297170
THE REAL THING        Tue 18  - Sat 22, Daily: 7.30pm, 

Sat: 2.30pm, 7.30pm.
Sex, pop music & philosophy from playwright Tom Stoppard

Oxford Playhouse 305305
KISS ME KATE Mon 17 - Sat 22  Daily: 7.30pm, Sat: 
Cole Porter’s best-loved musical 2.30pm, 7.30pm 

Burton Taylor Theatre 305305
CONVERSATIONS AFTER A BURIAL      Tue 18 - Sat 22: 

7.30pm
Dark comedy of love and betrayal from the author of ’Art’

University College 276602
AN IDEAL HUSBAND                         Wed 19 - Sat 22  

Daily: 7.30pm, Sat: 2.30pm, 7.30pm 
Wilde’s comedy of the English chattering classes

Unicorn Theatre (Tickets:  01235 522711)
THE SCHOOL FOR SCANDAL           Wed 19 - Sat 22  

Daily: 7.30pm, Sat: 2.30pm, 7.30pm 
Sheridan’s comedy of gossip and intrigue

The Theatre At Headington 01865 759138
STONES IN HIS POCKETS BY MARIE JONES 
Thu 20 - Sat 22  Thu & Fri: 7.30pm Sat: 2.30pm, 7.30pm 
The hit 2-man comedy show on tour. £12/£10

Didcot Civic Hall 
MAY MYSTERY MEDLEY         Thu 20 - Sat 22 

Daily: 7.30pm / £6(£4) 
3 One-Act Plays all with a mysterious theme!

CARPENTRY MAINTENANCE & CONSTRUCTION. All 
aspects of Commercial & Domestic work undertaken. 
All Trades Covered, Refurbishments, Flooring, Kitch-
ens. Call for a free quote Tel: 07973 101095 email: 
c.m.c@orange.net 
VANOLOGY REMOVAL SERVICE. Reasonable rates. 
Local and long distance. Reliable. 01865-243609. 
vanology@go.com
BIG OR SMALL WE SHIP IT ALL. 50% discount on 
packaging materials to all students who ship with 
us, free pick up in Oxford. Mail Boxes Etc., Summer-
town 01865 514655, Headington 01865 741729

SERVICES

35 MORE on
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THE SHAPE OF THINGS TO COME. 
True Theatre with Wycliffe Hall – an 
evening of ‘theatre as conversation’ 
with food and jazz. 27th-29th May, 
£7.50, 7:30pm. Ashmolean Museum 
Cafe, 274205, tickets@trutheatre.com, 
www.trutheatre.com

RESTAURANTS

PART-TIME RESEARCH ASSISTANT. About 10 hours 
per week. Editorial, spreadsheet. £12 per hour. Uni-
versity card required. Send CV to Prof. A. Offer, All 
Souls College. Tel. Oxford 279348 or 289109.
DOCUMENT SCANNING OPERATORS WANTED, Part 
time or full time. Tel:(01235) 550505, Fax: (01235) 
536719. Email: info@symtronics.co.uk / www.symtronics.
co.uk. £4.50 per hour.

Zelmys Dominguez (Cuban Embassy) plus other Cuban 
speakers. Discussion, bookstall, music & refreshments.

Saturday 22 May 1.30 - 6.00pm
Asian Cultural Centre, Manzil Way, Cowley Rd, Oxford  

FREE ADMISSION
Further info from caro.raine@tinyworld.co.uk or 01865 778009 

   CUBA DAY SCHOOL
CUBA IN STRUGGLE: THE GAINS 

OF THE REVOLUTION AND 
PROSPECTS FOR THE FUTURE

 OXPIP(Oxford Parent and Infant Project) presents:  

MOONRAKERS
Traditional and original Celtic music. 

Saturday 22 May 8.00pm, Merton College Chapel 
£10.00 (£8.00 conc.) Interval wine and refreshments 

 Tickets and enquiries: Oxford 862995 or on the door
OXPIP Registered Charity No: 1076044

Administrator Wanted
The Ethical Property Company is one of the country’s 
fastest growing social enterprises, running a nationwide 
ethical property development and advice service for 
social change organisations based on strong social and 
environmental principles.

You would join our existing team of four in central 
Oxford as well as supporting our London, Bristol and 
Sheffield offices.  You would act as the coordinating point 
for the company’s national network, supporting the 
property, finance and development teams, maintaining 
databases, dealing with queries from tenants and share-
holders and undertaking general office duties.

More details and a full job description available at: 
www.ethicalproperty.co.uk .  To apply

call 207810 or e-mail info@ethicalproperty.co.uk .

Travel Co-ordinator
required immediately to work at Head Office 
in Oxford for a network of summer schools.

Expected earnings £6.50 per hour.
e-mail zoi fletcher@oise.com

OISE House, Binsey Lane, Oxford OX2 0EY.

•  June, July and August
•  Thursday through to Monday
•  well organised and enjoy working to 
     deadlines

EFL Summer Teachers
OISE is currently recruiting qualified

and experienced EFL teachers to
teach General and Business English

to adults and young adults in Oxford.

Applications with full cv to:

The Academic Manager
OISE 13-15 High Street Oxford OX1 4EA

email: julia.ward@oise.com

Christ Church Cathedral School
3 Brewer Street Oxford

Places available in September 2004 for
Newly Expanded Nursery

&
Reception Class

Please ring the Registrar on
01865 242561            www.cccs.org.uk

NURSERY EDUCATION

“DARWIN VERSUS THE BIBLE”: AT THE CHRISTADEL-
PHIAN HALL, TYNDALE ROAD (NEAR THE PLAIN), 2:30 
PM ON SUNDAY 23RD MAY. A talk by Professor John 
Bilello, Director of the Center for Nanomaterials Sci-
ence, University of Michigan, to be held at the Chris-
tadelphian Hall, Tyndale Road (near the Plain), 2:30 
pm on Sunday 23rd May.

WRITER AND PERFORMER needs one male and 
one female to help him perform his comedy 
sketches. Oxford-based. First gig on July 3rd. Phone 
01367 241363 (Evenings and weekends) or email
dominicbullock254@hotmail.com

THEATRICAL NEEDS

PEOPLE TO TRANSLATE twenty or so simple phrases 
into lots of different languages. (Esp. Eastern 
European). No money offered but much satisfaction 
(good cause). Email newneighbours@yahoo.co.uk

WANTED

QUALITY HOUSE/FLAT NEEDED by professional 
couple from mid-September, Oxford or surrounds. 
Details to mark.harwood@oup.com

HOUSES & FLATS WANTED
SEEKING ACCOMMODATION FOR three visitors for a 
week in the beginning of July. North Oxford/Jericho 
preferred. alicja06-info@yahoo.co.uk

ANNESLEY ROAD, IFFLEY, excellent one bedroomed 
first floor apartment with own front door. Park-
ing and gardens, with uncrowded street. Access 
to shops, buses and river. This comfortable flat is 
double glazed, and ready for occupation. £595. 
07802 327122 albionoxford@btinternet.com
PRINCES ST, LARGE 4 BED HOUSE available immedi-
ately. Would suit professional sharers/family. Large 
living room/dining room. Well fitted kitchen, bath-
room with shower and four bedrooms. GCH. Garden 
and off road parking. Available May. Rent £1,600. 
info@collegeandcounty.biz 01865 722277 
HOUSESHARE, ONE OTHER, middle Barton. Lovely 
village, max. 30 min drive to Oxford. Suit non-smok-
ing postgrad. Own bathroom/phone. £400pcm inc. 
01869 340812 

EDGE OF JERICHO. 5-10 minutes’ walk Science area. 
20 restaurants & takeaways, cinema, Port Meadow 
all within 300 yards. Broadband. Small well-kept 
garden. Communal areas cleaned weekly. Total 
6 people. 2 kitchens, 2 bathrooms. Washing and 
drying machines. No communal lounge. Min. 6 
months (start mid/end June). £300pcm plus electric-
ity (and landline if needed). Prefer research student. 
Please email room@dailyinfo.co.uk
ROOM AVAILABLE IN shared house off Botley Road. 
Train Station 10 mins walk. Suit professional. Rent 
£400 per month including all bills except phone. 
Available immediately. 07958 723320.
LARGE DOUBLE ROOM to let, Iffley/Cowley borders 
(f7). Off road parking, shared gardens, quiet location, 
would suit prof. non-smoker. £300 pcm inclusive.
nrawle@brookes.ac.uk
LECKFORD ROAD, student room in shared house. 
Available now. 514007

KIDLINGTON SINGLE ROOM in spacious adult family 
house prof/postgrad £260 incl francespotter@yahoo.
co.uk
HEADINGTON, NR. CHURCHILL, Kenyan lady seeks 
two mature N-S professionals sharing house for 
three. Parking. June. £260/£215pcm/excl. 01865 
741789 (answerphone)
TOO NOISY AT home? Not enough space? SPACE (15 
foot by 15 foot) and QUIET. Study or private office 5 
mins walk from Science area, opposite St Antony’s 
College, Woodstock Rd. NOT residential but avail-
able 24/7. Access kitchen, bathroom etc. Broadband. 
£325pcm. All inclusive exc. room electricity. Half 
the price of usual central Oxford office. Call 01865 
553377 / email study@dailyinfo.co.uk .

POLISH LESSONS REQUIRED for adult complete 
beginner contact chrisbrunsdon@yahoo.co.uk

TUITION WANTED

FRENCH NEED BRUSHING up? Or Arabic, Italian 
or Russian? Beginners, Intermediate. Small group 
friendly evening classes. Immediate start. Berlitz, 
131 High Street. 01865 241242. oxford@languagecentres.
com

GUITAR TUITION. BEGINNERS to advanced. All styles 
taught. Call Ben, 01865 308554 or 07786 544329.
fractal.edge@virgin.net

FRENCH LANGUAGE COURSES IN PARIS. Starting 
every Monday. Short courses, business courses, 
gap year courses. Luxury school in the heart of the 
Latin Quarter. Accommodation provided. Call for a 
brochure: 01865 258331 or info@oise.com.

TUITION OFFERED

43 MORE Tuition on
www.dailyinfo.co.uk

requires

English Teachers and 
Social Activity Organisers

for June, July & August. 
Good rates of pay and fl exible hours.

C.V. or letter/ email to: dos@cie-oxford.com

DOS, CIE Oxford, 39-42 Hythe Bridge Street, 
Oxford OX1 2EP.   01865  202238 

PLUS: HOST FAMILIES REQUIRED. 
Call Erika on 01865 305086

For more information, please contact:
International Offi ce, Oxford & Cherwell College, Oxpens Rd, OX1 1SA.    
Tel: 01865 269475

Free English Lessons For
International Students

Classes available mornings & evenings
IMMEDIATE START

Or book now for classes in June, 
July & August

Find LOADS of Restaurant Reviews 
online at www.dailyinfo.co.uk!

 INDIAN RESTAURANT & TAKEAWAY
(FULLY LICENSED)

Excellent cuisine at reasonable prices

THE STANDARD TANDOORI

-- Opposite the Phoenix Cinema --

For bookings, tel. 553557
117 Walton St, Oxford, OX2 6AJ. 

Open 7 days - 12 - 2.30pm, 6 - 11.30pm

Lebanese Restaurant

Good Food, Good Atmosphere, Open EVERY day!

6 Park End Street, Oxford  OX1 1HH
Telephone 01865 245710

AL-SALAM

AUTHENTIC GREEK-CYPRIOT RESTAURANT
272 BANBURY ROAD, SUMMERTOWN

Tel. OXFORD 511472 / 316983

VOLUNTEERS WANTED FOR 
EVENING MENTAL HEALTH HELPLINE. 
Full training programme. Good support 
& supervision. Evening work from home.
TRAINING STARTS THURSDAY 17 JUNE 
2004 (central Oxford). For more informa-
tion, call Jen on 01865 791105 or email 

crisis.line@virgin.net

VOLUNTEERS WANTED

32 MORE on
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330 MORE on
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21st & 22nd May at 8pm

PUCCINI DOUBLE BILL
Opera Anywhere presents

Sister Angelica and Gianni Schicchi

Players Theatre, Thame
Box Office: 01844 212834 www.operaanywhere.com

Sponsored by

J

Q

J

Q

J

Q

78 MORE on
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15 MORE on
www.dailyinfo.co.uk

FOH VOLUNTEERS WANTED  for open air shows, email details 
jobs@creationtheatre.co.uk.

VIDEO EXPERT NEEDED for repairs and modification: 
01865262832 r.walker@nopworld.com

TEACH ME PHOTOSHOP for photographer will pay 07971 
404571 roger

MALE-CHORAL-SINGERS WANTED FOR Stoppard world pre-
miere in August. wheninrome@lycos.co.uk

VOLUNTEERS NEEDED!! WWW.KEENOXFORD.ORG

Local Elections – June 10
Elections for local government are soon upon us!

Do you think there is scope for improvement in the way our councils are run?
Do you believe that a Democracy requires active engagement from its citizens?

Do you know what the different parties and the independent candidates stand for?

Visit the new forum for Local Government Reform:

www.dailyinfo.co.uk/lgr

Emile (), dir. Carl Bessai, 
A professor returns home to Canada, and tries to make amends with the family he deserted.

FILM REVIEW

Emile bears comparison with some of Mike Leigh’s 
fi lms. It’s very slow, not much happens, yet its sensitive 
humanity draws you in.

Ian McKellen plays Emile, a bumbling professor 
who travels to his native Canada to receive an honorary 
degree for his life’s work; a life spent in exile in England. 
On arrival he stays with his niece, Nadia, and her 
daughter, and fi nds both brittle and unfriendly. Over 
time we learn why, as a series of fl ashbacks reveal Emile’s 
regrets for the mistakes of the past.

Emile is the fi nal part of a thematically linked trilogy 
from Carl Bessai, and boasts impressive cinematography 
and some well-crafted scenes. One of the best of these 
comes early on, when one clumsy gesture reveals Emile’s 
non-committal relationship with his housekeeper-
cum-partner, and thus his innate cowardice. Bessai’s 
screenplay refreshingly avoids any obvious exposition, 
but as a result the fi rst half hour is slightly confusing, 

as we try to fi gure out Emile’s relationships with the 
various characters. 

McKellen gives a moving performance, and yet 
his casting still feels like a mistake. He is, after all, 
a defi nitive Englishman, and as such makes a very 
unconvincing Canadian. McKellen also plays the 
teenage Emile in fl ashback, a decision which seems 
designed to make the most of the casting, but as a result 
makes these scenes slightly ludicrous, as we’re expected 
to pretend that McKellen is a burly, Canadian, teenage 
farm-hand.

However despite these fl aws the fi lm does have some 
moving moments, thanks to a sensitive screenplay and 
an excellent cast, with Deborah Kara Unger outstanding 
as the defensive, vulnerable Nadia. Emile won’t be to 
everyone’s tastes, but if swords and sandals leave you 
cold, it’s the pick of this week’s releases.

David Haviland, ..

Th e Real Th ing, at the Old Fire Station until Sat nd
Ingenious commentary on life and art, woven through a love story

THEATRE REVIEW

First performed in , Tom Stoppard’s Th e Real Th ing 
has lost none of its spark in the intervening years. Th e 
cerebral witticisms for which the author is justly famed 
crackle as freshly and fi ercely from the stage today as 
twenty years ago. Snappily satisfying dialogue alone, 
however, does not a fi ne production make.  Stoppard 
himself would doubtless agree that, while all plays share 
the same ingredients – actors, set, costumes – these 
superfi cial characteristics do not necessarily make a 
production ‘the real thing’. 

As Henry (Andy Mortimer) points out to Annie 
(Sarah Teacher) in a particularly engaging and 
well-performed exchange, a wooden club may look 
like a cricket bat but, if it lacks crucial and subtle 
characteristics, it will leave anyone foolish enough to try 
to use it to hit a ball dancing about with his hands in 
his armpits. Like a cricket bat a successful performance 
must be properly sprung and, for the most part, this 
production is exactly that.

In spite of the complex theatricality of the play, in 
her programme notes director Olivia Grant expresses 
a desire to attain simplicity in the production. 
Although set, costumes and staging are unremarkable 

in themselves the basic, pared-down appearance allow 
the layered complexity of the drama to speak for itself 
and make its witty sophistication all the more eff ective 
and aff ecting. Interesting use is made of the theatrical 
space and small sections of the play are performed in 
the gallery, highlighting the distance at which small 
parts of the action take place.

Th e chief strength of this production, however, 
lies in its casting with all the actors giving convincing 
performances, especially after the interval once the 
slightly stilted manner of the earliest scenes had 
dissipated. Sarah Teacher (Annie) and Andy Mortimer 
(Henry) in particular display sensitivity and maturity 
in their portrayal of Annie and Henry’s fragile and 
fl oundering relationship and Caroline Dyott makes an 
unfl appable and urbane Charlotte.

Sharply exposing the cracks and fl aws in relationships 
and musing on the relative impossibility of fi nding real 
honesty and fulfi lment in a romantic attachment, this 
may not be the ideal play to see on a fi rst date but it is 
a thoughtful and highly entertaining production that 
certainly merits a look. 

Catherine Kernot, ..

Le chagrin et la pitié (a), dir. Marcel Ophuls, 
Documentary about collaboration in Vichy France.

FILM REVIEW

Th e Sorrow And Th e Pity is an eminent documentary. 
We know this because Woody Allen takes Diane 
Keaton to see it in Annie Hall, revealing in this one 
masterstroke that his character is a selfi sh, intellectual, 
geeky cinephile, who is awkward with women, and 
paranoid about anti-Semitism.

Can one fi lm reference really do all this? Yes, because 
Th e Sorrow And Th e Pity is a monster: a French, black 
and white, subtitled documentary about the Nazi 
occupation; that’s over four hours long.

It sounds worthy and boring, and frankly, it is. We 
can see why the fi lm caused such a sensation in France, 
with its depressing tale of French capitulation, and some 
provocative insights.

But although the story is a fascinating one, the 
fi lm consists almost entirely of talking heads, which 
means you spend most of the four hours simply reading 
subtitles. If you’re interested in Vichy France, get a book 
instead. At least you can have a cup of tea while you 
read it.  David Haviland ..


