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The Last Station [15]
Lots of War and not much Peace.

This biopic (based on a 
novel by Jay Parini) covers 
the last few days in the life 
of the Russian author Lev 
Tolstoy. As in all good 
novels there is a nice bit of 
conflict going on. Tolstoy 
(a beard-laden Christopher 
Plummer) is encouraged 
by one of his many 
sycophants, Chertkov (a 
wax-moustachioed Paul 
Giamatti), to give away 

the rights to his novels, for free, to the Russian people. In the opposite corner is 
Tolstoy’s wife, Sofya (Helen Mirren), who is in seemingly constant conflict with 
her husband; she wants to inherit those rights so she can continue to live in the 
aristocratic style to which she has become accustomed, and to support Tolstoy’s 
eight surviving children when he dies. It may help to know that he is 82, she is 66, 
and they have been bickering away for 48 years together. 

Into the story comes Bulgakov (James McAvoy), the naïve new secretary Chertkov 
has placed in Tolstoy’s house, Yasnaya Polyana, just so he can spy on Sofya. 
However, Bulgakov becomes less naïve and more sympathetic to the old couple 
as the movie progresses and he learns the truth about their relationship, and the 
power struggle between Sofya and Chertkov. This may be thanks in part to the love 
of a certain Masha (Kerry Condon) who shares a bed with him in the Tolstoyan 
commune set up by Chertkov (well, I suppose we weren’t going to have a sex scene 
between Plummer and Mirren). Eventually, the atmosphere in the house becomes 
unbearable. The film then proceeds 
through the countryside and by 
the Russian railway system to a 
dramatic conclusion at Astapova 
Station. 

The director, Michael Hoffman, 
has charted this interesting tale with 
skill and understanding, using the talented cast to great effect. Plummer plays the 
literary giant with accuracy, sensitivity, and an Oscar nomination to live up to, and 
Mirren, too, is worth her nomination for her clever portrayal of the slightly deranged 
and scheming Sofya. It’s a joy to watch them going at each other hammer and sickle, 
alternating their loathing with their memories of the lust they once enjoyed together. 
McAvoy does equally well with his role, capturing the changes in the perceptions 
of his character brilliantly. It is a pleasure to observe his progress through the film. 
Whilst it is not actually Yasnaya Polyana, the location evokes the real rural Russia 
and the artefacts used add to the period feel. There are some poignant images of the 
real protagonists dotted around in the credit sequence, and the music is good, too. 

This is an enjoyable film. You don’t have to know much about Tolstoy or his work 
to appreciate the story and the exceptional acting by the very talented cast. Fans 
of Tolstoy might find some of the over-simplifications of character and story-line 
irritating. Phil Bloomfield 
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CINEMA 
to Thu 
25th

Odeon George Street (0871 2244 007)
AVATAR 3D [12A]  Tue - Thu: 4.00, 7.45pm
James Cameron’s latest and greatest blockbuster.

INVICTUS [12A]  daily: 2.30, 5.30, 8.30pm
The story behind the Springboks’ 1995 Rugby World Cup bid.

PERCY JACKSON & THE LIGHTNING THIEF [PG]  
 Tue-Thu: 3.30, 6.30pm

Teenager discovered to be son of Poseidon.    Subtitled: Thu 3.30pm

THE PRINCESS AND THE FROG [U] Tue - Thu: 1.30, 3.45pm
Cursed prince mistakes debutante for royalty.

SENIOR SCREEN: THE MEN WHO STARE AT GOATS [15] 
Wed: 10.45amIf George Clooney’s looks could kill...

A SINGLE MAN [12A]  daily: 2.00, 5.00, 8.00pm
Gay professor contemplates life in 60s California without his long-term partner.

UP IN THE AIR [15]  Tue - Thu: 9.00pm
High-flying frequent flier is brought back down to earth.                  Subtitled: Tue 9.00pm

VALENTINE’S DAY [12A]  Tue - Thu: 2.15, 5.15, 8.15pm
Expect Love Actually in Los Angeles.

THE WOLFMAN [15]  Tue - Thu: 6.00, 8.45pm
Remake of 1941 horror, with Benicio del Toro.

Odeon Magdalen Street (0871 2244 007)
DIRECTOR’S CHAIR: AN EDUCATION [12A]  Tue: 8.30pm
Girl in Sixties London sidelines studies for suitor.

THE LOVELY BONES [12A] daily: 2.00, 5.15, 8.15pm
Murdered girl watches over her family and killer from heaven.

THE WOLFMAN [15]  Tue - Thu: 3.45pm
Remake of 1941 horror, with Benicio del Toro.

YOUTH IN REVOLT [15] Tue: 6.15pm; Wed & Thu: 6.15, 8.45pm
Angsty adolescent adopts alias.

Vue Cinema (08712 240 240)
ALVIN & THE CHIPMUNKS: THE SQUEAKQUEL [U] 

Tue - Thu: 12.20, 3.00pm
Little furry singers contend with school, stardom and lady chipmunks.

AVATAR 3D [12A]  Wed: 12.30, 4.00, 7.30, 11.00pm
 Tue, Thu: 12.30, 4.00, 7.30pmThe highest-grossing film of all time.

INVICTUS [12A]  daily: 3.10, 6.20, 9.15pm
The story behind the Springboks’ 1995 Rugby World Cup bid.

IT’S COMPLICATED [15]  Tue - Thu: 12.10pm
Divorcée has an affair with her ex-husband.

THE LOVELY BONES [12A] daily: 12.40, 3.40, 6.45, 9.45pm
Murdered girl watches her family and killer from heaven.          Over 18s: Tue 6.45pm

MY NAME IS KHAN [12A] daily: 9.00pm
Following a Muslim/Hindu family after 9/11.  Subtitled: Tue 9.00pm

PERCY JACKSON & THE LIGHTNING THIEF [PG]  
daily: 11.40am, 2.30, 5.15, 8.00pmTeenager discovers he’s the son of Poseidon.

THE PRINCESS AND THE FROG [U] Tue - Thu: 1.00, 1.50, 4.20, 
6.40pmCursed prince mistakes debutante for royalty. 

SHERLOCK HOLMES [12A]  Wed: 5.20, 11.20pm
 Tue, Thu: 5.20pmRobert Downey Jr. and Jude Law star in latest adaptation.

SOLOMON KANE [15] Wed: 3.30, 6.00, 8.30, 11.10pm
Tue, Thu: 3.30, 6.00, 8.30pmSwordsman suspends retirement to fight evil.

VALENTINE’S DAY [12A]  Tue - Thu: 11.50am, 2.40, 5.40, 8.45pm
Expect Love Actually in Los Angeles.

THE WOLFMAN [15]  Tue - Thu: 11.30am, 2.00, 4.30, 7.00, 8.15, 
9.30pmRemake of 1941 horror.

YOUTH IN REVOLT [15] Wed: 10.50pm
Angsty adolescent adopts alias.

Phoenix Picturehouse (0871 704 2062)
BIG SCREAM: THE LAST STATION [15]  Wed: 11.30am
Conflict over Tolstoy’s copyrights.    Exclusive screening for parents with babies under one.

THE LAST STATION [15]  daily: 2.00, 4.20, 6.30, 8.50pm
The battle for control over the works of Tolstoy.

A SINGLE MAN [12A] Tue - Thu: 2.00, 4.15, 6.30, 9.00pm
Gay professor contemplates life in 60s California without his long-term partner.

Ultimate Picture Palace (01865 245288)
THE ROAD [15] Tue, Wed: 9.15pm; 

Thu: 7.00pmFather and son cross post-apocalyptic America.

A SERIOUS MAN [15]  Wed: 2.30pm; Thu: 9.00pm
Coen brothers. Morality doesn’t pay off for professor.

UP IN THE AIR [15]  Tue & Wed: 7.00pm
High-flying frequent flier is brought back down to earth.
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THEATRE 
to Sat 
27th

New Theatre (0844 8471585)
THE RAT PACK - LIVE FROM LAS VEGAS!  
Mon 22nd-Thu 25th: 7.30pm; Fri 26th: 5pm, 8.30pm; Sat 27th: 4pm, 8pm

£19.50-£29.50Take a trip back in time to the days of Sinatra, Davis Jr. & Martin.

Oxford Playhouse (01865 305305)
PRIDE AND PREJUDICE Mon 22nd, Tue 23rd, Wed 24th: 7.30pm

Tue 23rd: 7.30pm; Thu 25th, Sat 27th: 2.30pm, 7.30pm; Fri 26th: 8pm
£15-£26.50Simon Reade’s adaptation of the Jane Austen novel. Post-show talk Tue.

OFS Studio (0844 847 2360)
YAWN Tue 23rd - Fri 26th: 7.30pm; Sat 27th: 2.30 & 7.30pm

£9/£7Edward Fish is a great talker; tonight he has to entertain Rachel. Ages 12+.  

Burton Taylor Studio (01865 305305)
IMPERIUM Tue 23rd - Sat 27th: 7.30pm

£5/£4The Oxford Imps improvise an entirely new world each night.

THE OXFORD REVUE Tue 23rd - Sat 27th: 9.30pm
£5/£4Head off to Brighton for a 1920s romp at the seaside.

College Theatres/Auditoria
PLATFORM - Keble Tue 23rd - Fri 26th: 7.30pm; Sat 27th: 2:30, 8pm

£7.50/£5.50Contemporary collaborations, classical-inspired choreographies, hip-hop,  
jazz and esoteric dance theatre, all choreographed and performed by students.

THREE SISTERS - Hertford Tue 23rd - Sat 27th: 7.30pm
£7/£5.50 (Fri & Sat: £10/£5)Chekhov drama in promenade, set in 1950s America.

LITTLE SHOP OF HORRORS - Pembroke 
Wed 24th - Fri 26th: 7.30pm; Sat 27th: 2.30pm, 7.30pm

£8 (£7 student)In a dark little florist, in a dark little alley, a muse is born...

IN THE CLOSET - MURDER MYSTERY Tue 23rd & Wed 24th: 
7.30pm, £7 (£5)An actor drops dead during a farce. Can you help expose the killer?

Chinnor Village Hall (07983 666314)
AMELIE’S BOUTIQUE Tue 23rd - Sat 27th: 7.3

£7-£9A story woven between the lives of customers and a rural boutique’s owners.

Tue 23rd
THINK WEEK OXFORD / “Science is King” - Professor Peter Atkins / Oxford 
A-H-S Societies / 9pm, free / www.thinkweek.co.uk / Lincoln College, Turl St
TUESDAY NIGHT KNITTING / Friendly get together in a great location / Jam 
Factory Knitters / 6pm, free / Jam Factory, 27 Park End Street
DEUTSCHSPRACHIGER STAMMTISCH / Speak German and meet new people 
/ 8.30pm, free / The Anchor Inn, 2 Hayfield Road, Oxford
GLOBE CAFE / Coffee & conversation for international students and visitors. / 
8pm / www.globecafeoxford.org.uk / St Andrew’s Church, Linton Road
OXFORD UNIVERSITIES MOTORSPORT FOUNDATION (OUMF) / 8pm / 
www.oumf.org / 07761 823609 / The Britannia, 1 Lime Walk, Headington
LANGUAGE LOUNGE / Conversation practice group. / 8pm, free / http://
oxfordlanguage.byethost31.com / The Cape of Good Hope, 1 Iffley Road
PLAY GO / Watch, play, learn for free. Visitors welcome. / 7pm, free / www.
britgo.org/clubs/oxford_c.html / 01865 248775 / Freud, 119 Walton Street
LIFE, THE UNIVERSE & EVERYTHING / Stephen Law. Part of Think Week 
Oxford / Oxford A-H-S Societies / 1pm, free / thinkweek.co.uk / Lincoln College
MATERNITY EMPLOYMENT ISSUES / Know your rights / 7.30pm, £5 (free NCT 
membs) / www.oxfordnct.org.uk / Darbys Solicitors, New Inn Hall Street
VOLUNTEERING AND FUNDING FAIR / Find out about volunteering 
opportunities / 2-6pm, free / 01865 252791 / Oxford Town Hall, St Aldate’s
DRACULA / Auditions for May production. Over 18s only. Email to book an 
audition slot. / 4-7pm / miss_parker89@hotmail.com / New Theatre, George St
ANTONY & CLEOPATRA / Auditions and crew hire for summer show. / 7.30pm 
/ oxfordtheatreguild.com /  Drama Studio, Rye St Antony School, Headington
MEDITATION- THICH NHAT HANH / 6:30-8:30pm, donations / 
oxfordweeklysangha@gmail.com / Friends’ Meeting House, 43 St Giles / 557373 

Wed 24th
ETHNOGRAPHIC FILM / Prof P. Loizos discusses Narrator Voices in 
Ethnographic Documentaries / 2pm, free / Pitt Rivers Museum, South Parks Rd
HUMANISM + CAMPAIGNING / Andrew Copson, CEO of the BHA / Think 
Week Oxford / 8-9pm, free / www.thinkweek.co.uk / Lincoln College, Turl St
WHAT’S WRONG WITH FAITH SCHOOLS? / BHA’s Paul Pettinger & Allan 
Hayes / Think Week Oxford / 1-2pm, free / thinkweek.co.uk / Lincoln College
DRACULA / Auditions for May production. Over 18s only. Email to book an 
audition slot. / 4-7pm / miss_parker89@hotmail.com / New Theatre, George St

MEETINGS & LECTURES

GIGS & COMEDY

FREE PAPER
FREE! COLOURED PAPER, CARDBOARD TUBES. Ideal for 
schools/craft workshops/creative gardening (!) - see more 
ideas on dailyinfo.co.uk. Collect Cowley Road, Oxford. Call 
241133 or info@dailyinfo.co.uk

Celia Green
COFFEE MEETINGS

Tuesdays, 4.30pm; cgoxfordforum@gmail.com

www.celiagreen.com

Good Food, Good Atmosphere, Open EVERY day!
6 Park End Street, Oxford  OX1 1HH

Telephone 01865 245710

AL-SALAM
lebanese restaurant

Letsco Residential Lettings Online 

LANDLORDS: PROPERTIES REQUIRED IN KIDLINGTON
more: www.letsco.co.uk • 01865 292065

OX4 LITTLEMORE - 1 bed furn. flat £635pcm
OX4 LYTTON RD - unfurn. 3 bed house £895pcm
OX3 RISINGHURST - 4 bed semi-detached unfurn. house  

 £1300pcm
OX2 WATERWAYS - 4 bed unfurn. house  £1750pcm
OX16 BANBURY - 1 bed flat unfurn £585pcm

Reasonable Tenant Fees

Oxford Student Houses to let  2010-2011
 St Clements, East Oxford, North Oxford
          City Centre and Headington Call/Text

01865 57 55 72
the list at OxfordList.co.uk 07515 64 77 42

House Shares 
– To Let.

Are you looking to rent a room in a 
shared house in Jericho or East Oxford? 

Lucy Properties have a number of good quality 
houses and apartments available for groups of 
sharers, ranging from 3 – 6 bedrooms.  Instead 
of searching for a room, why not log on to 
our sharers forum and find your own group 
of housemates and then view our available 
properties?  

For further details, go to
www.lucyproperties.co.uk

JERICHO AND ALL OTHER AREAS 
LISTS AVAILABLE NOW.
First come first served!
Call now to book a viewing.

Part of

47 Walton Street
Oxford OX2 6AD

NORTH OXFORD
P R O P E R T Y  S E R V I C E S

01865 311745

JOBS WANTED

ROOMS TO LET

PERFORMERS WANTED
SEASONED PERFORMERS SOUGHT by regular Oxford 
vintage variety night. Do you have a short, attention-
grabbing, performance-ready piece (art, circus, theatre, 
dance, music, burlesque, etc.)? Are you a professional or 
very good amateur performer with a myspace/youtube/
dvd or local show where we can see what you do? Please 
send details: t4eg@users.dailyinfo.co.uk

4 BEDROOMS, 1 ENSUITE, bathroom, shower, sitting and 
dining rooms, downstairs loo, furnished, East Avenue, 
£1600pcm, available from 1 August. vs5k@users.dailyinfo.
co.uk
LOVELY 3 BED town house in private development, Temple 
Cowley, with garden. Master with en suite, family bathroom, 
2 double bedrooms, 2 reception rooms, kitchen/diner 
and conservatory. Off road parking. Garage, bike storage. 
Available May. Suit family or 2 couples sharing. £1250. 
vsyj@users.dailyinfo.co.uk
TWO BEDROOM, UNFURNISHED flat in quiet area close to 
Templars Square shopping centre. Unsuitable for young 
children and pets. No housing benefits. £780pcm deposit 
and references required. vt6r@users.dailyinfo.co.uk
4 BEDROOM (ALL DOUBLE) house, North Oxford. Two 
bathrooms. Modern, bright, furnished, garden, off-road 
parking. £1400pcm. 07881 890741 or vs5r@users.dailyinfo.
co.uk

LARGE DOUBLE ROOM in Headington: friendly tenants, 
wifi, parking, £295pcm + about £50 all bills, available from 
March 6th. Tel 07791 087171. vsef@users.dailyinfo.co.uk
WARM, COMFORTABLE ROOM to let in attractive home; quiet 
street off Cowley Road. vskr@users.dailyinfo.co.uk
MARSTON: LARGE BEDROOM + desk room, wifi, + use of 
kitchen in 3 bed house with garden rented by single French 
Professional. Quiet, clean female international student only. 
vsn4@users.dailyinfo.co.uk
FRIENDLY HOUSESHARE, FAB LOCATION, £455pcm inclusive, 
available March. vsnd@users.dailyinfo.co.uk
OX3 - 2ND PERSON to share recently refurbished f/f house 
in quiet area of Headington, double room, o/s parking. 
Close to Brookes, Churchill & BMW. £400pcm ex. bills. 
vspm@users.dailyinfo.co.uk

GARDENING
PROFESSIONAL GARDENING SERVICE, for all aspects of 
Garden and Plant care. http://www.gardenevolution.
co.uk/?page_id=18 
GARDENS CLEARED, DESIGNED, landscaped, planted & 
maintained. Patrick 07843 259986. vk2c@users.dailyinfo.
co.uk

Tue 23rd
THE JAZZSOC JAM / Players and listeners welcome / 8.30pm, £1/free /  
http://users.ox.ac.uk/~jazzsoc/  Copa, 9-13 George Street, Oxford
OPEN MIC COMEDY NIGHT / Oxford’s only purely comedy open mic night / 
8pm, £6.50/£4.50 / 07515 954098 / Baby Simple, 213 Cowley Rd, Oxford
THE HUGH TURNER BAND / Live jazz plus DJs playing r’n’b, funk and soul / 
9.30pm-1am, free / The Bullingdon Arms, 162 Cowley Road, Oxford
THE DRUMS / New York post-punks / 7pm, £7.50 / O2 Academy, Cowley Rd
ACOUSTIC TUESDAYS / Fantastic local and touring acts / 9pm, free / Café 
Coco (Royal Oxford Hotel), Park End Street, Oxford
RORY MCINROY TRIO / Jazz pianist with Paul Jefferies (bass) and Frank 
Hockney (drums) / 8pm, £15 (includes main meal) / The Big Bang, Walton St
CREATIVE TUESDAY / Acoustic sets from Bethany Weimers, Aidan Canaday, 
Felix & Fox / 9pm, free / Café Tarifa, 56-60 Cowley Road, Oxford

Wed 24th
TRISH ELPHINSTONE QUINTET / Instrumental jazz / 8.30pm, free / 01865 
765897 / www.trishelphintonequintet.com / The Half Moon, 18 St Clements
OPEN MIC LIVE LOUNGE / Come play, sing or just sit back and enjoy the 
tunes. All welcome. / 9pm, free / davies_77@hotmail.co.uk / 07900 224988 / 
The Cape of Good Hope, 1 Iffley Road, Oxford OX4 1EA; Tel: 01865 262291
MINOR COLES, MOUNTAIN PARADE / Local indie bands with acoustic sets / 
Café Tarifa, 56-60 Cowley Road, Oxford OX4 1JB; Tel: 01865 256091
THE OXFORD JAM SESSION / Jam with house band. Bring your instruments / 
10pm, £4/£3 students/£2 musicians / The Cellar, Frewin Court, off Cornmarket
DAVE MOORWOOD’S RASCALS OF RHYTHM / Live jazz / 8.30pm, free / 
moorwoods@waitrose.com / 01235 765648 / The Lamb Inn, Wantage
PRIZE OPEN MIKE / Compete for a £50 gig or vote for the act you’d like to 
hear again. / 8-11pm, free / 07769 608124 / Folly Bridge Inn, Abingdon Road
HOT CLUB DE PARIS, THIS TOWN NEEDS GUNS, FROM HERE WE RUN / 
Punk / YMD Presents / 8pm, £6 / The Jericho Tavern, 56 Walton Street
DIFFERENT LIGHT / Sets from The Mountain Parade, Francis Pugh & The 
Whiskey Singers / 9pm, free / Café Tarifa, 56-60 Cowley Road, Oxford

6-Week Salsa Beginners Course
with the UK’s favourite salsa teachers
Tuesday 23rd February, 7.30pm
Summertown, Oxford, OX2 7EZ.   Cost: £30.00

Book your place: rosa@onsalsa.com 
www.onsalsa.com

EASTER REVISION 
COURSES

Small group or individual tuition
with excellent teachers

A LEVEL
(I)GCSE
International Baccalaureate
English Language Support

Telephone 01865 201009
Email alice@oxintstudycentre.com

Oxford Computer Workshop

help@oxfordcomputerworkshop.co.uk

07530 637 185

Repairs • advice • recovery
Networks • data • software • hardware

COMPUTING SERVICES

SEARCH ENGINE OPTIMISATION: Oxford-based SEOptimise 
(www.seoptimise.com) provide Search Engine Marketing 
services.

B R I GHT ON C OLLEGE

www.brightoncollege.net
B RIGHTON
C OLLEGE

Teacher of Physics
Required for August 2010

Would you like to try teaching but don’t 
yet want to do a PGCE?

Would you like to live in Brighton and work 
at one of England’s leading schools?

Basic starting salary £28,000 plus benefits, 
accommodation available 

For further details contact 
Carley Hawes on 01273-704386 or 
Email: chawes@brightoncollege.net

An application form and a letter outlining your 
suitability for this post together with a current 

CV should be completed as soon as possible but 
no later than Monday 8th March.

Brighton College, Eastern Road, Brighton, 
East Sussex, BN2 0AL

Brighton College is committed to safeguarding and 
promoting the welfare of children; the successful 
applicant will be subject to an enhanced 
disclosure through the CRB

SOFTWARE DEVELOPER PHP for Oxford IT company. Great 
opportunity with varied development work. See http://
www.alberon.co.uk/about-us/careers for more details. 
vrre@users.dailyinfo.co.uk
STUDENTS REQUIRED TO work between 6 and 36 hours a 
week for the Bodleian Library relocation project. Applicants 
must be computer literate with excellent attention to detail. 
Contact Jackie or Steve at Champion Recruitment on Tel: 
01865 264050 - an employment business vryt@users.
dailyinfo.co.uk
BARBER REQUIRED, PART TIME, good rates of pay. Contact 
Penny on 01865 242555. vs5c@users.dailyinfo.co.uk
HEADINGTON: CLEANER WANTED for 2hpw. Refs. needed. 
vsut@users.dailyinfo.co.uk

01865 759930 
info@thelettingcentre.com

the letting centre  
urgently require more property to let!

LANDLORDS: CALL NOW  
FOR EXCELLENT SERVICES & FEES.

SERVICES OFFERED
BIG OR SMALL WE SHIP OR STORE IT ALL. 50% discount 
on packaging materials to all students who ship with us, 
free pick up in Oxford. Mail Boxes Etc., Summertown 01865 
514655 - www.mbesummertown.co.uk, Headington 01865 
741729 - www.mbeheadington.co.uk 
FREE TAROT READING. For more information visit: http://
www.qype.co.uk/place/1255359-Tarot-Readings-Oxford/
offers or http://www.psychiclovetarotreadings.com/ 
vrr2@users.dailyinfo.co.uk
MAN WITH VAN: Removals, house clearances. Cheap rates! 
07944 648989. 
VAN AND MAN service & handyman for small repairs. 07738 
272155. 
PAINTER AND DECORATOR, efficient, reasonably priced. 
Paul Selden 07727 759996. vrx2@users.dailyinfo.co.uk
REMOVALS, MAN WITH van, item delivery, cheap rates, 
Mark 07788 837030. 
HOMEOWNER LOANS FROM £10,000 (self employed 
accepted). Most UK lenders used. Text for a quote 07780 
694851 or visit website: allfinanceonline.net. Office of Fair 
Trading and Data Protection Registered. 

CLEANER/HOUSEKEEPER IN OXFORD area available. Call 
07738 272155. 

BANDS, DISCOS, KARAOKE. Equipment hire from ODS. 
(01865) 736660. 
DISCOS, KARAOKES AND EQUIPMENT HIRE - Dave Seamer 
Entertainments: (01865) 240054. www.daveseamer.co.uk 
DISCO, PA, AND LIGHTING EQUIPMENT — hire and sales. 118 
Cowley Road, 01865 722027, www.722027.co.uk 

DISCO & LIGHTING HIRE
JERICHO: small single rooms to let
near city centre. Starting at £93.71 per week. 
All bills and council tax included, free wifi, no 
deposit required, age 16-35, females only, would 
suit student or professional etc. Available now.
Contact Catalyst Communities Office: 01865 552021

or e-mail: Theresa.Crayton@chg.org.uk

BIKES

MORRELL AVENUE. SEMI-DETACHED furnished house with 
garden. 4 bedrooms, gas central heating, double glazing, 
convenient Brookes. Off street parking. Available 1 August. 
Suit for 4 students / post graduate sharers. £1550 pcm. 
07870 596107 / vt6a@users.dailyinfo.co.uk

CHEMISTRY, GCSE, AS, A2, IB, Oxbridge entry. Retired from 
Eton. 01865 515970. 
MATHS TUTOR: STANFORD/OXFORD Maths degrees. 
Experienced, personable. Excellent references. vsdb@users.
dailyinfo.co.uk
ENGLISH LITERATURE TUITION, AS/A2 level. Experienced, 
supportive tutor. vsqr@users.dailyinfo.co.uk

TUITION

Learn English in the Evening
• Tuesday and Thursday  6.00 - 8.00pm
• Only £30 per week; discounts available
• Fully qualified and experienced teachers
• Central Oxford School
• WiFi and internet available

For more information:
Web: www.british-study.com/oxford

Email: oxford@british-study.com Tel: 01865 246620
Oxenford House, 13-15 Magdalen Street, OX1 3AE

DOUBLE ROOM, HEADINGTON: walk-in wardrobe, light and 
airy, friendly professionals, broadband. No couples. £430 
incl. 07789 595574. vt62@users.dailyinfo.co.uk

SOCIOLOGY
from September 2010

We are seeking a talented graduate to join a key 
department to teach AS and A2 Sociology. Details are 
available on the College website.
Applications forms are available to download. Please 
submit a covering letter as well.
The College is committed to the welfare and 
safeguarding of children and requires enhanced CRB 
checks.

www.doverbroecks.com/posts

Maxwell’s isn’t easy to find- from street level, all you see is an unprepossessing 
metal staircase, with a red neon sign proclaiming (somewhat ironically)  

“Famous Since 1972”. Inside the restaurant seems quiet, perhaps because 
it’s so big: a high-raftered room with a massive window overlooking Queen 
Street, it has room for half-dozen booths, about twenty tables, and a long bar 
area. The décor is simple and unpretentious, although the points they win for 
the cool retro-chic wall murals are lost by the silenced TVs flickering in the 
background.

However, you don’t really come for the surroundings. They do their job, just 
like the staff, who are friendly and relatively efficient, but at busier times seem 
on the verge of being rushed off their feet. Despite Maxwell’s attempt to cater 
to a cocktail/nightclub set (with a 5.30-7.30pm Happy Hour and a late weekend 
opening), it’s the fantastic American favourites, rather than the ambience,  
which will have me coming back for more.

There are no real surprises on the menu- heavy on the meat, fish and deep 
fryer, Maxwell’s food isn’t likely to win any plaudits for being healthy, but it 
could certainly get a few for being tasty. I started with an order of buffalo wings, 
which combined tender chicken with a deliciously tangy barbeque sauce. My 
companion had the crab cakes, which she pronounced excellent- the creole 
mustard that came with them was certainly tasty enough to dip a salad leaf in, 
anyway!

The mains were where Maxwell’s really got into its stride. Incautiously, I 
ordered a whole rack of smoked hickory ribs, and was slightly surprised when 
presented with what appeared to be a small pig, smothered in wonderfully 
sticky barbeque sauce. The pork was great- tender yet firm, and melting off 
the ribs and in the mouth. The Cajun chips and coleslaw on the side were fine, 
but really only served to complement the fantastic meat. It was the same with 
my companion’s blackened Cajun salmon- pan-seared to perfection, with a 
great spicy flavour that didn’t obscure the freshness of the fish, but with a fairly 
anaemic selection of seasonal vegetables on the side. The side salad and onion 
rings were actually fairly disappointing- the salad dressing was a little watery, 
and the onion rings were slightly blackened in places.

If I fault the side dishes, it’s only because they pale into insignificance next to 
the splendidly indulgent mains. Maxwell’s isn’t expensive, the cocktails are 
good, and the food is, quite simply, fantastic- mouthwatering, stick-to-your-ribs 
American fare at its very, very best. So please, do go and try the best hidden 
gem (well, hidden diner, at least) in central Oxford- even if it means I don’t get 
a booth table. Alwyn Collinson & Susie Cogan

“It’s a joy to watch Helen 
Mirren and Christopher 
Plummer going at each 

other hammer and sickle”
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