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( THE RIC SANDERS GROUP )
(Violin - Fairport Convention)

explore Django Reinhardt, The Beatles, Jimi Hendrix, Chic Corea
Chris Leslie / Mandolin & Buzuki / Fairport Conv’tion & Albion Group
Vo Fletcher / Guitar / Nigel Kennedy’s Jazz Set - European Tour
Michael Gregory / Percussion / Shakespeare In Love & Billy Elliot
The Holywell Music Room, Oxford, 7.30pm, January 26th.
Tickets £10.00 - £12.50 Box Office 01865 305305

“This has been the best live music I’ve ever had at
my summer party . . everyone loved Ric’s group.”
Sir George Martin OBE - August 2001

FOOD AND DRINK

" For those who appiate goood

AL SHAMI

LEBANESE RESTAURANT

- J

THE LITTLE BOOKSHOR Oxford's 2nd hand book-
shop, Covered Market. Out of print Penguins a spe-
ciality.

Excellent cuisine at reasonable prices

dl STANDARD ranooori

INDIAN RESTAURANT & TAKEAWAY
Open 12.00-2.30, 6.00-11.30 7 Davs

-- Opposite the Phoenix Cinema --
117 Walton St, Oxford, OX2 6AJ. tel. 553557
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SILENCE by HAROLD PINTER

Burton Taylor Theatre to Saturday 26th
Browning Version Productions / Experimental Theatre Company

however, was a minor problem with an otherwise
good production. The lighting, built up throughout the
performance to cast a shadow behind each actor,
echoed the increasing agitation of the characters.
The action, played out in words, is at first in mono-
logue, with gradual overlaps building into a hope-
less repetition and exploration without conclusion.

Silence is a Beckettian portrayal of the aftermath
and memories of an affair, the three protagonists
sitting, separately, on a near empty stage. A difficult
play to perform, with sparse stage directions leaving
the actors bare to the audience, was handled
with skill and maturity by director Andrew Lev-
eson. The stage was sectioned into 3 cell-like
spaces by way of a lightbulb above each
chair. Each of the actors used the space well
and Hedley Twidle as Rumsey, in particular,
commanded attention for his lyrical musings.

Hannah Croft’s Ellen played the rare moments of
enthusiasm and youth well, although at times this
liveliness continued into the more introspective
monologues. Andrew Millington as Bates dealt
well with the gritty character, with perhaps a little
too much reliance on the (ever important) pauses.

This was a brave attempt at a play, made all the
more difficult by the intimacy of the Burton Taylor
venue, which meant that every movement and
expression was obvious. Gestures which, in a
larger venue, might be subtle, are accentuated
by closeness of performance and audience. The
lighting was faultless,
the direction showed
understanding of the
build up of the play and
the acting had moments
of excellence. It is
well worth taking 45
minutes to see this
thoughtful production of
Silence while it is being
performed in the BT.

The rare moments of interaction were awkward, as
the solitude built up was not contrasted with the
contact. In a play where the silence is as important
as the words spoken, the pauses were, at times,
overemphasised. This is a play of communication
- both what is said and what is left unsaid and the
minimalist nature of the script may lead actors to
over-compensate with facial and physical expres-
sions that jar with the all important silence. This,

Robertson Foley 23/01/02

BANDS, DISCOS, LIGHTS

DISCO, PA, AND Lighting equipment - hire and sales.
118 Cowley Road, 722027

BANDS, DISCO, KARAOKE, equipment hire, from ODS.
01865 736660.

DISCOS, KARAOKES AND EQUIPMENT HIRE - Dave
Seamer Entertainments, (01865) 240054

GIGS

HIT&RUN - PANIK vs JAE / LIVE D&B! / HIP HOP
and DRUM&BASS / £3 all night / Genesis, 27 Park
End St / WEBSITE LAUNCH / 9pm until late / Web:
www.oxfordupfront.co.uk / Email:
info@oxfordupfront.co.uk

NINE GRAND LOAN (outstanding) / music old, new, inter-
national, plus special guests FREE ENTRY / The Blenheim
pub / from 9 p.m./ Email: ninegrandloan@hotmail.com
VEDA PARK/ Acoustic soul, countryfunk, sweet tunes
/ Jude The Obscure / 8.45pm / Email:
shavedchimp@hotmail.com

EXHIBITIONS

VENETIAN RENAISSANCE DRAWINGS / Important
drawings from Christ Church’s old master collection /
Christ Church Picture Gallery, Christ Church (entrance
via Canterbury Gate / Oriel Square) Opening times :
Mon-Sat 10.30-1.00, 2.00-4.30. Sun 2.00-4.30 (Easter-
end Sept closes 5.30); Tel: 276172

THEATRE

CINEMA

To Thursday 24th January
0870 5050007

Odeon George St

HARRY POTTER AND THE PHILOSOPHER’S STONE (PG)
Thur :12.30, 4.15, 8.15
Booking may or may not still be advisable.

RAT RACE (12)
Slapstick fun.

Thurs : 12.15, 3.00, 5.45, 8.45

IRIS (15) Daily: 1.00, 3.30, 6.00, 8.30
Judi Dench in biopic of authoress Iris Murdoch.

SERENDIPITY (PG) Thurs: 12.15

A romance left to chance.

THE MEAN MACHINE(15)

Vinnie Jones is.

Thurs : 1.30, 4.00

BEHIND ENEMY LINES (12) Tues - Thurs: 2.30,

5.30, 8.45

Owen Wilson lost in Bosnia. See review at
www.dailyinfo.co.uk

BLACK HAWK DOWN(18) Thurs: 12.45, 4.30, 8.0
‘True story’ of an American military engagement in Somalia

VANILLA SKY (15) Thu : 6.00, 8.50
Womanising Tom Cruise gets his comeuppance.

Old Fire Station 297170

HANSEL AND GRETEL Tue 22 - Sat 26

Daily: 7.30pm Thu & Sat Mats: 2.30
Adapted from the well-known fairy tale. /£8(£6)

Odeon Magdalen St 0870 5050007

LORD OF THE RINGS(PG)  Thurs: 12.00, 3.45, 7.45

722851

Beware - may be hobbit-forming(And possibly unsuitable for
under8s)

Pegasus Theatre

HOPE FOR HUMANITY Thu 24 - Fri 25. Daily: 6.30

Oxfordshire schools explore themes of prejudice
and tolerance. £3.50 (£2.00)

KHABI KHUSHI KHABIE GHAM (PG)

Daily: 2.45,7.00
Star-studded Bollywood spectacular.

305305

Wed 23 - Sat 26
Daily: 1.30, 7.30 Fri: 7.30
Pilot Theatre Company takes on William Golding’s novel

Playhouse
LORD OF THE FLIES

Phoenix Picture House 512526

LORD OF THE RINGS (PG)
Thu: 1.30
Epic fantasy adventure ( Possibly unsuitable for under 8s)

305350

Tue 22 - Sat 26
Daily: 7:30pm

Burton Taylor Theatre
BASH BY NEIL LABUTE

KANDAHAR (PG) Thurs: 5.45,7.30,9.15
A woman’s search for her sister in Afghanistan.

Three dark, edgy, satirical plays £5/£4

MONSOON WEDDING (15)
9.10

Gentle comedy-romance as family meet for wedding.

Daily: 2.10, 4.20, 6.40,

SILENCE BY HAROLD PINTER Tue 22 - Sat 26
Daily: 9:30pm £5/£4

Exploration of the mind.

JAY AND SILENT BOB STRIKE BACK(18)
Thu: 11.30pm
Kevin Smith’s infamous creations take to the road.

Kennington Viliage Centre

RED RIDING HOOD Thu 17 - Sat 26.
Daily: 7.30pm Sat: 2pm

CHINATOWN (15)
Nicholson in atmospheric film noir.

Thu: 11.30pm Panto

Ultimate Picture Palace 245288 @ Moser Theatre, Wadham 277900

MOLIERE’S THE MISANTHROPIST  Tue 22 - Sat 26
Daily: 8pm

APOCALYPSE NOW REDUX Daily: 8.30.

New version including previously unseen footage. New verse translation. £5 / £3

JOBS OFFERED

WANT TO BE PAID FOR
YOUR LANGUAGE SKILLS?

WE NEED EUROPEAN LANGUAGE MARKET
RESEARCHERS AND URGENTLY IN FLEMISH,
GERMAN AND NORDIC LANGUAGES
NO SELLING - TRAINING GIVEN
FLEXIBLE HOURS 8AM - 5.30PM
(MINIMUM 15 HOURS PER WEEK)
£6.50-£7.50 AN HOUR - TEMP OR PERM
INTERNATIONAL ENVIRONMENT
CALL JANET OR MARLIES ON 01869 363703
TO FIND OUT MORE, OR EMAIL
recruitment@advanced-alchemy.com
www.advanced-alchemy.com

ADMINISTRATIVE ASSISTANT FOR computer company,
fun place to work,and learn about computers, £750
per hour. 01865451177 .

FEMALE OXFORD UNI STUDENT? Cool p/t job, exclu-
sive locally based international service... as training
model, be skillfully spoilt by trainees, spa treat-
ments, luxurious, get into modelling / ad-acting for
the right person, earn vacation money & have great
time. Need several bright, personable, n/s, healthy
female oxford uni students or similar, 18-25, present-
able, clear voice, attractive hair. Be able to play ‘rich
girl’ part. Appear in video promoting venture. Great
experience 200 pounds a week, expenses and require-
ments met. Email perfectservice2002@yahoo.co.uk
with name, mobile/email, hair/eye colour, age, why
you would be good for part. Digital photos/scans
welcomed and replies treated in confidence. Or call
James/Sarah, Oxford 204029

WEEKEND NANNY WANTED. Alternate weeks. £140
plus transport. Friday-Sunday. Family 3 girls (7 5, 1).
Half hour Oxford. Phone Pauline, 01491 638962.

BOOK LOCH FYNE ON LINE !
Save Time, Effort and Phone Calls.

Book on www.dailyinfo.co.uk/loch/loch.htm

_ R FYNE FAYRE FOR FISH FANS!

ocmersts LOCH FYNE SPECIAL «
2 COURSES + WINE: £9.95

oy

News Cafe, 1 Ship Street,
Oxford. Tel: 242317

LEBANESE RESTAURANT
Good Food, Good Atmosphere, Open EVERY day!
L

T

|
B

6 Park End Street, Oxford OX1 1HH
Telephone 01865 245710

FOR SALE

SHOP FOR SALE
in Covered Market, Oxford.

Suit many trades.
Telephone 01865 559176

—

MEETINGS

INTERNATIONAL HUMAN RIGHTS SEMINAR SERIES:
THE PINOCHET SERIES / Judge Baltasar Garzon, Span-
ish magistrate / 5.30pm Buttery / St Anthony’s College,
Woodstock Rd; Tel: 284700

VANISHED LIBRARIES / Prof Lapidge, Prof of English,
Notre Dame / 5pm / Examination Schools, High St
RIKKY ROOKSBY / Discusses his new book Inside Clas-
sic Rock Tracks / 7pm / Borders bookshop, 9, Magdalen
St, Oxford; Tel: 203901

SEMINAR SERIES: ‘BRITAIN AND THE WAR WITH
NAPOLEON’*COBBETT AND THE FRENCH 1789-1815’/
John STEVENSON, Worcester College, Oxford / 2:15pm /
Maison Francaise, Norham Rd,Oxford; Tel: 274220, Email:
maison@sable.ox.ac.uk

THIS HOUSE BELIEVES WAR CRIMES TRIALS ARE
A VICTOR'’S JUSTICE. / Pro: William Clegg QC, Peter
Tatchell. Opp: Geoffrey Robertson QC, Lord Janner / 8.30
pm / Oxford Union, Frewin Court

COMPUTERS FOR SALE/HELP

SECOND-HAND APPLE MACS: www.macfaction.co.uk
or call 01865 764091

OXFORD MACINTOSH SOLUTIONS Ltd. For all your
Apple Macintosh sales, service and support. 0871
7170000. www.oxmacsolutions.co.uk

No cosy, pantomime fare here; Hannah Madsen’s
Hansel and Gretel is happy with the darkness of
the Brothers Grimm fairy tale, where cannibalism
and infanticide snuggle up beside cuddly animals
and loving sisters. Not that this makes it unsuitable
for children; the two six-year-olds

review: hansel and gretel
the old fire station to january 26th

than the lights, staging, and the cake handed
out at the interval (all excellent). Little Hansel
(ludicrously bluff Simon Ross) hangs out with
woodland spirits between hugs and tears,
while Gretel (cheerfully brutal and wide-eyed
Kate Fowler) tries to talk their

in the row in front of me thought it
was a riot. Like any good fairy tale,
it's stuffed with scares as well as
laughs and delights; from the walk
in, running a gauntlet of growling,
masked, monstrous animals, to the
final explosion of bubbles, gold
and rose-scented smoke, this
play steps easily from laugh to

gasp to boggling wonder, spiking
the familiar story of ineffectual
fathers, scheming step-mothers,
and hapless children with a cock-
eyed, acid-tinged strangeness.

bad luck to death. The animals
whirl around them, dressing and
redressing the willow-withy and
paper set in a giddying round of
stamping, flailing and random
acts of construction. Look out also
for evil birds, sinister lullabies,
a very odd tea party, several
recipes for cooking children, nasty
Marlene the glamorous witch,
and gingerbread for everyone.

The performance feels like a
summer festival show unaccount-

After a guest-star introduction by Dudley Sutton
(who?), the story tunes in, accompanied by Jack
White’s original music, which started out sounding
like a music box tuned by a drunk before defiantly
getting stranger. Beneath the fairy-light stars, the
actors prove they're funnier and more interesting

ably gone astray in Oxford in
January, or a strange child’s play
that's grown up very big and clever. Caution:
contains strobe lights and may also contain nuts.

Jeremy Dennis 23/01/02

Two brothers have a lifelong dream to immigrate to
America. They work hard and save their money. After
many years, they have saved enough money and finally
emigrate into New York.

Before they begin building their new lives in America,
they decide to see some of the famous places they
dreamed of for so long; the Statue of Liberty, the Empire
State Building, the Rockettes, and others. Eventually,
they make their way to Coney Island.

As they stroll down the beach, taking in all the newness
of America, they see a very large billboard that reads:
“HOT DOGS,” with a big arrow pointing down to a little
hot dog stand. Being hungry and seeing that having an
American hot dog would be something new, they decide
to try one. So they order two hot dogs and sit on a
nearby bench to enjoy another piece of Americana.

JOKE OF THE DAY (just you try not to laugh...)

The first brother sets his hot dog in his lap, unfolds the
paper wrapper, looks at his hot dog for a moment, and
suddenly wraps it back up.

He then turns to his brother and says, “What part of the
dog did you get?”

Administrator

North Oxford

£12,618 - £15,714 p.a. pro rata

(negotiable hours between 17.5 - 25 p.w.)

We need an experienced administrator to
provide administrative and secretarial
support to three Regional Managers and
to assist the Regional Administrator in the
running of the office.

You will have 5 GCSEs at grade C

or above or equivalent experience/
qualifications; be fluent within an office
environment and with systems, and have
good keyboard skills, using Word 97, Excel
97 and Outlook. Powerpoint, internet and
database experience is also desirable, but
training will be provided if needed.

The office is small and friendly, and you
should be committed to our social justice
objectives for children and young people.

For an application pack, please phone
01582 569911 (24 hour answerphone
service, not available between

9am - 12.00 noon) or email:

elizabeth.mcnamara@childrenssociety.org.uk
quoting Ref: SE/92/0T. For further
information about the Society, please visit
our website at www.childrenssociety.org.uk

Closing date: 28th January 2002.
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We aim to be an Equal
Opportunities Employer.

B >
Usqus©

If you believe every child deserves
a decent chance in life, you believe
in everything we stand for.

The
| Children’s
 Society

A Voluntary Society of The Church of
England and The Church in Wales

ST CLARE'’S, OXFORD IS looking for Domestic Assist-
ants, part-time and full-time with flexible hours, all
year or school year only. Rate of pay £4.95 per hour.
Please contact the Domestic Bursar on 01865 552031
to arrange an interview. wwwstclares.ac.uk

ST. CLARE'S, OXFORD IS looking for a Part-time History
teacher to teach 19th and 20th Century European/
World History to IB (pre-university) and Liberal Arts
(undergraduate level). For further details please con-
tact Keith Allen, Vice-Principal on 01865 517314 or
keith.allen@stclares.ac.uk wwwstclares.ac.uk

SERVICES OFFERED

VANOLOGY REMOVAL SERVICE. Reasonable rates.
Local and long distance. Reliable. Phone / fax John
01865-243609. vanology@go.com

TOM, DICK, AND Debbie Productions. Video, CD-
ROM's, Music, Voice Overs, and CD duplication. Tel:
Oxford 201564. www.tomdickanddebbie.com

BIG OR SMALL we ship it all, also 24-hour phto-
copying, private mailing addresses, binding, Fax
bureau and more. Mail Boxes Etc., Summertown
01865 514655, Headington 01865 741729.

BODYGUARD FOR OXFORD Dons. Diplomatic. Legion
d’Honneur. Phone 07814485561.

DISCOUNTED MOTOR REPAIRS and servicing. Car
sales from £300 - £1500. 715277 or 454664

MOVING? THE COLLEGE Carriage Company has the
answer to all your removal needs. Please ask about
vacation storage! Tel: 01865-891408.

MATHEMATICS-PHYSICS TUITION, A-AS-GCSE Standards, eve-
nings-weekends, £9-£14-perhour, Contact:Andy 554046(Sum-
mertown) or andrew_lee_allen@hotmail.com

CLEANER AVAILABLE FOR EVERYWEEKDAY between
9.00-14.00 07814472041 bdvas@hotmail.com

CLEANER SEEKING FOR a job Mon/fri (9.00-14.00)
07814472041 bdvas@hotmail.com

NOW YOU CAN speak Italian. Really affordable&qualified.
oxfordinitaly@yahoo.com

SKILLED PROJECT MANAGER semiretired seeks interesting
reasonably rewarding role tynesbay@ntlworld.com
COMPUTER-TRAINING 1-2-1 Internet-Email-Windows-Hard-
ware ANY questions just ask! call Giles-(01865)741748
giles_croucher@hotmail.com

CLAIRVOYANT AVAILABLE FOR consultations. Ring Mrs Diet-
rich on 01235 201249.

EVENIMG WORK WANTED for friendly female student, refer-
ences available jess_yeates@hotmail.com

PHOTOGRAPHERS SEEK COMMISSIONS from corporate clients
media_agent@d4show.net

TRANSLATION ENGLISH-ITALIAN into ROMANIAN
01120693@brookes.ac.uk

ITALIAN EXPERIENCED NATIVE speaker offers intensive one-
to-one classes andreea_raluca@hotmail.com

EXPERIENCED CHEMISTRY TUTION A/AS and GCSE home/
away e-mail:taghavi@btinternet.com

FRENCH CONVERSATION /TUITION WITH graduate native
speaker, 01865 721 333

TRANSLATION ENGLISH-FRENCH into ITALIAN; tutorial on
essays, reports,thesis. adriana.scalora@inwind.it
REGISTERED CHILD-MINDER available north oxford from
3pm. tel:07855180459 ja_124@hotmail.com

QUALIFIED PORTUGUESE TEACHER offers tuition at all levels:
lisfazendeiro@yahoo.com.br

QUALIFIED FRENCH TEACHER offers tuition at all levels:
lisfazendeiro@yahoo.com.br

TEMPORARY JOB FOR March - anything considered!
bethany@breathemail.net

PIANO TUITION OFFERED by experienced performer £15p/h
thegermanos@hotmail.com

AFFORDABLE WEB SITES for smaller businesses go to
www.dsigned.co.uk

REQUIRE SECRETARIAL SERVICES? Copy/Audio Typing,

etc. www.premiertyping.co.uk, premiertyping@aol.com,
01869-243579

MALEGRADSTUDENT RUSNATSPEAKER AVAILABLE for rus-
sian-english-russian translations. infopoint@pochtamt.ru
NEED A PLASTERER all work considered oxford please con-
tact 07730447879

ROOMS TO LET

ROOMS IN LARGE, lovely, furnished house, Divinity
Rd, £300 pcm, cole_jonathan@hotmail.com

NEWLY REFURBISHED JEUNE Street house, you will
have the house’s main bedroom. Extensive facilities
and warm atmosphere. Only £280 pcm Inc. all utili-
ties. Contact: hswire@hotmail.com

HOUSES/FLATS TO LET

MODERN NORTH OXFORD flat. 2 double bedrooms.
fully furnished. garden. garage. £775 pcm plus elec-
tricity and gas. Phone Ema 267135 (work); 511719
(home); email gotche@oup.co.uk

RULES

WITHOUT FURTHER CHARGE

SUBMISSIONS

OXFORD 0OX2 6EF

CARTOONS WANTED
“THE ENGLISH WAY OF LIFE”

CAN YOU HELP OUR FOREIGN STUDENTS?
TIPS FOR FOREIGN STUDENTS IN OXFORD (INCLU-
SIVE OF AMERICANS)

£20 PAID FOR ANY CARTOON WE PUBLISH DEALING
WITH EATING, SLEEPING, DRINKING, GETTING
AROUND OR COMMUNICATIONS AND LANGUAGE

L.SIMPLE, BOLD, FUNNY AND RELEVANT

2.A5 OR A6 (/2 OR 1/4 OF A4, RESPECTIVELY)

3. TEXT NOT TO EXCEED A ONE LINER

4. COPYRIGHT TO REMAIN WITH CARTOONIST

5. ‘DAILY INFORMATION' TO BE ABLE TO REPUBLISH

6. CARTOON TO APPEAR LONG TERM ON
http://www.dailyinfo.co.uk/guide/cartoonist/cartoonist.html

—-BY EMAIL AS A TIF FILE FOR PC OR BY POST TO 10 KINGSTON RD,

PUBLICITY AND PROMOTION 12 month job at OUP
preparing advertising material for school text-
books. Relevant experience required. Salary £16,000.
More information from Fiona West 01865-353897
westf@oup.co.uk

TUITION OFFERED

BIOLOGY TUITION. All levels. Oxford and area.

Tel Matthew Barnes, 01869 247516
www.biologytuition.co.uk

ENGLISH TUTORIALS IN poetry, prose and drama,
exam technique and essay writing. 01865-790706
zannamoore@hotmail.com

MATHEMATICS TUITION -- AS/A2, IB and AP in Pure,
Statistics and Calculus. Matthew 07814-516931.

ITALIAN GROUP CONVERSATION. Grammar lessons.
Qualified native teacher.
paola@pesavento.freeserve.co.uk 01865-438621

RUSSIAN LESSONS WITH experienced teacher,
all levels. Phone 511867

SERVICES OFFERED CONT.

SUGARPEPPER COOKS. CREATIVE tailor made menus for all
budgets. 01865791136

TRANSLATIONS FROM SPANISH, Italian, French., Portuguese.
Quialified translator. markjtemple@yahoo.com

SPANISH CLASSES - EXPERIENCED, QUALIFIED teacher. Good
rates. markjtemple@yahoo.com 727551

FRENCH AND GERMAN tuition- Cambridge graduate/patient
teacher. Tel. 798324

ENGLISH LANGUAGE TUITION -all levels/ exams.Experienced,
qualified teacher; email katefgould@hotmail.com

DEGREE LEVEL, A-level and GCSE Biology tuition tel
423432/516758

SPANISH TUITION OXFORD GRAD NATIVE speaker TRANSLA-
TIONS competitive rates 07803053199

MATHS OR PHYSICS Tuition: A-Level or GCSE
nzeeb@yahoo.com (07989851458)

ENGLISH COURSES: DIFFERENT levels, competitive price plus
high quality. 0x883889

FLAMENCO GUITAR LESSONS. All levels/ages.
Email:rafael.flamencoguitar@btinternet.com

C.. WANNA LEARN the C language?.. mail to
pogi_grm@yahoo.com

SPANISH TUTOR/TRANSLATOR: native/belingual, all levels/
age; v.d@virgin.net 716543

ACCOUNTS A LEVEL shazminali@yahoo.co.uk

A LEVEL BUSINESS Studies - FREE.
chris.sivewright@which.net
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ON THIS DAY IN......1885
John Lee (‘the man they couldn’t
hang’) survived three attempts to
hang him at Exeter Prison, as the

trap failed to open.
. J

REVIEW : THEATRE

BASH

by NEIL LABUTE
Burton-Taylor Theatre,

‘Bash’ is a evening of three half-hour plays with thematic
and stylistic links. All take the form of monologues,
the first and third are simply one person talking
to an unseen listener, the secon has no particular
setting and consists of a couple’s interlinked but
separate recollections. All three share an informal,
conversational style, but with a gradually darkening,
confessional tone spiked with occasional humour.

The first piece is delivered by a distressed businessman
with a dark secret, played by Sam Trounce. The second
is a tale of innocence lost told by a couple, Hannah
MurrayandJ.VanTulleken. Thestaginghereisparticularlyeffec-
tive, as they interact physically but their stories diverge,
and a sense of repressed menace gradually builds. The
third is a statement from a woman (Cat Ward, in the
night’s strongest performance) about the man who used
to teach her, and her ambiguous feelings towards him.

The three demonstrated similar strengths and weak-
nesses. The acting was universally excellent, if rather
too prone to histr onic shouting at times. The use of
effects occasio ally highlighted this problem. The light-
ing was used effectively in the second piece, fitting
the changing scenes and more dream-like, placeless
feel rather well. The other two monologues used light
to signify changes not of setting but of mood or emo-
tional intensity. However, with these transitions being
more than adequately conveyed by script and actor,
this heavy-handed underscoring served only to detract
from the performances. The sound, too, was of
mixed value, subtly haunting in the final piece, some-
what arbitrary and distracting in the first.

The scripts and acting were more than enough to brush
these complaintsaside, however, and theresultwasanunset-
tling, thought-provoking production showcasing real talen

Alex Williams 22/01/02




