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COMING

SATURDAY 25 JANUARY 8.00pm, Sheldonian Thea-
tre. Oxford Philomusica Orchestra: Bruch Violin con-
certo no 1, Dvorak Symphony no 8. Chloe Hanslip
violin, Marios Papadopoulos conductor. Box Office
01865 305305

- &

We've got a

NEW SIDEBAR

www.dailyinfo.co.uk

It's intended to enhance
your surfing pleasure.
Does it?

Please let us know.

BANDS, DISCOS, LIGHTS

DISCO PA & LIGHTING EQUIPMENT: hire
and sales. 118 Cowley Rd. 01865 722027

DISCOS, KARAOKES AND EQUIPMENT
J HIRE: Dave Seamer Entertainments,

;\L} (01865) 240054
N

_ BANDS, DISCO, KARAOKE, equipment
~ hire, from ODS. 01865 736660

7 more on
www.dailyinfo.co.uk!

CINEMA

Until Thurs 30th January

Ultimate Picture Palace 245288
CLERKS (18) Fri & Sat:11.15pm
Sun & Mon: 10.15pm
Just because they serve you, doesn’t mean they like

you...
MORVERN CALLAR (15) Fri & Sat: 7pm
Sun & Mon: 6pm
Publishing the dead boyfriend’'s book. See review at
dailyinfo.co.uk
28 DAYS LATER (18) Fri: 9pm Sat: 4.30pm, 9pm
Sun: 3.30pm, 8pm Mon: 8pm Tues-Thu: 9.15pm
Rage-making virus escapes lab. See review at
dailyinfo.co.uk
ALL ABOUT MY MOTHER (15) Tue & Thu: 7pm
Manuela tracks the father of her dead teenage son

Odeon George Street

0870 5050007
GANGS OF NEW YORK (18) Daily: 12.30*
(not Wed or Thu), 4.15%, 8.00*
Di Caprio, Day-Lewis, Diaz & Broadbent in Scorsese’s
19th century NY. See review at www.dailyinfo.co.uk
8 MILE (15) Daily: 12.15, 3.00, 6.00, 8.45
Eminem stars in biographical tale. See review at
dailyinfo.co.uk
GHOST SHIP (18) Daily: 1.30, 4.00, 6.30, 9.00
Gabriel Byrne & fellow salvagers trapped in a haunted
ship
ABOUT SCHMIDT (15) Daily: 11.30 (not Weds),
2.30, 5.30, 8.30
Jack Nicholson & Kathy Bates in the tale of a failed
man
DIE ANOTHER DAY (12A) Daily: 12.30*
Bond needs no introduction... See review at
www.dailyinfo.co.uk
CATCH ME IF YOU CAN (12A) Wed & Thu:
12.30%, 3.45*%, 7.45*
Hanks, DiCaprio, Walken & Sheen in true story of suc-
cessful conman
SENIOR SCREEN: BILLY ELLIOTT (15)
Wed: 10.45am. Over 55s only!
11-yr-old Billy finds ballet at the heart of the 1984
miners’ strike

Odeon Magdalen Street

0870 5050007

CHICAGO (12A) Daily: 12.00%, 2.45*, 5.30%, 8.30*

Zellweger, Zeta-Jones & Gere do sex & violence,

1920s-style. See review at www.dailyinfo.co.uk

PRE-RELEASE SCREENING: PUNCH DRUNK LOVE (15)
Daily: 6.00, 8.45

Adam Sandler as small-time businessman on romantic

journe:

HARRY POTTER & THE CHAMBER OF SECRETS (PG)

Daily: 1.45
Contains intense combat & fantasy horror. See review
at www.dailyinfo.co.uk

Phoenix Picture House 512526
THE PIANIST (15)  Daily: 3.00, 6.00 (notWeds), 9.00
EXCEPT Sat: 3.25, 6.10, 9.00
A jewish pianist’s tale of survival through WWII. See
review at www.dailyinfo.co.uk
HE LOVES ME, HE LOVES ME NOT (12A)
Fri & Sat: 5.00 Sun: 12.15, 5.00 Mon: 6.45
Ingenious thriller with Audrey Tautou subverting her
‘Amelie’ rdle
NINE QUEENS (15) Fri: 11.10pm
Seductive Argentinian heist thriller where nothing is what
it seems
SPIDER (15) Fri-Sun: 2.30, 7.00, 9.15
Mon-Thu: 2.30 (not Tue-Thu), 4.45, 9.15
Ralph Fiennes in Cronenberg’s latest psychodrama.
See review at www.dailyinfo.co.uk
XXX (12A) Fri: 11.45pm Sat: 11.15pm
Extreme sports Bond for kids (!). See review at
dailyinfo.co.uk
VERTIGO (PG) Sat: 11.45pm
James Stewart & Kim Novak in Hitchcock’s bleakest film
KIDS’ CLUB: THE POWERPUFF GIRLS (PG) Sat.
Fun 1.15, film 2.00. No unaccompanied adults
Blossom, Bubbles & Buttercup in superpowered japes
PASSPORT TO PIMLICO (U) & Sun: 12noon
THE LAVENDER HILL MOB (U)
Ealing comedy double bill (in assoc. with Oxford
Amnesty’s ‘Divided Cities’ lecture series). Intro: Patrick
Keillor
THE LADYKILLERS (U) Tue: 2.30, 7.00
Guinness & Sellers in the blackest Ealing comedy.
SPECIAL PREVIEW: THE HOURS (12A) Wed: 6.30
3 women in different times are affected by Virginia
Woolf’'s work. Plus Q & A with Director Stephen Daldry
THE MAN IN THE WHITE SUIT (U)  Wed: 2.30, 7.00
Alec Guiness as young inventor who creates an immor-
tal cloth...
THE EYE (15) Thu: 11.45pm
Scariest Far Eastern horror since the ‘Ring’ films
ONE HOUR PHOTO (15) Thu: 11.15pm
Robin Williams as photo obsessive. See review at
dailyinfo.co.uk
THE LAVENDER HILL MOB (U) Thu: 2.30, 7.00
Ingenious bullion robbery in one of Ealing comedy’s
finest
Modern Art Oxford 722733
ACCLAIMED FILMS BY PAYNE & RELPH  Sat from
7pm
With bar & DJing by artists Nick & Oliver, the punk-rock
answer to Gilbert & George. Galleries open until 10pm

*=Wheelchair access

THE OXFORD SINFONIA. Saturday 25th January 8pm.
Mendelssohn ‘Italian’ Symphony, Berlioz Nuits d’Eté,
Strauss Duet Concertino, Schoenberg Chamber Sym-
phony. University Church. Tickets: £8(£5), 07775
904626 / on door

TUITION OFFERED

ENGLISH LANGUAGE TUITION. Cambridge / IELTS
exams. Writing skills. Thesis checking. 728698

33 more on
www.dailyinfo.co.uk!

SERVICES OFFERED

BIG OR SMALL WE SHIP IT ALL: also 24-hour photo-
copying, private mailing addresses (24-hour access
and forwarding worldwide), binding, fax bureau and
much more. Mail Boxes Etc. Summertown 01865
514655, Headington 01865 741729

GARDENER, EXPERIENCED. Call David: 510412

VANOLOGY REMOVAL SERVICE. Reasonable rates.
Local and long distance. Reliable. 01865-2436009.

vanology@go.com
16 more on
www.dailyinfo.co.uk!

SIBL

row PRESIET

Waterfield’s

FOR SECOND HAND BOOKS IN OXFORD

JANUARY SALE

20% off all purchases
New stock: Literature (review copies)

Browse through our collection of
literature, history, theology, classics, phi-
losophy, music and many other subjects.

Opposite the Examination Schools
52 High Street, Oxford. Tel 721809
MON-SAT 9.45am - 5.45pm

UNICYCLES FOR SALE

UNICYCLE, 26” WHEEL, chrome. Hand
made by DM Engineering. Top quality.
Mint condition. £130 new. Good offers
invited. Leave message on 432901 or
email particularlyhungry@hotmail.com

COMING SOON to the Phoenix Picture House

The first film of Gaspar Noe to screen in Britain was ‘Seul Contre Tous’ (‘I Stand

Alone’), starring Philippe Nahon as ‘the butcher’, an angry, alienated man, whose acts
of brutal transgression during the course of events included repeatedly kicking his
heavily pregnant wife in the stomach, and having sex with his own retarded daughter.

just deeds’.

Anton Bitel, 22.01.03
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FREVD

Fri 24 DJ MANFREE Music & DANcING
Sat 25 ZABADOO L ATIN JAZZ
SuN 26 SkeLETON CREw 2-4pm FoLk & MORE
then Viva SaLsa! LATIN DANCE FRoM 6
NEIL MAsoN 10Pv-12  CLAssIcAL GUITAR
JAYAKIRAN  10pm-12 GUITARS
ATHENA Jazz Duo

KARL DEMATA BLuEs GUITAR
Acts 11pm-2am unless stated

Mon 27

Tue 28
WEeD 29

ThHu 30

0 __"

¥ BOOK NOW FOR
FREUD’SVALENTINESNIGHT DINNER!

Licensed Café ¢ Walton Street
Music & Dancing, good food, pizzas a speciality

Open 7 days: 11am - late Tel: 311171

THEATRE

Until Thurs 30th January

Oxford Playhouse 305305
THE BOY WHO FELL INTO A BOOK Until Sat 25
Fri: 10am, 7pm Sat: 2pm, 5.30pm
Fantasy adventure by Alan Ayckbourn. Ages 6+.
£8/£13/£32 (family)
SNAKE INTHE GRASS Tue 28th Jan - Sat 1st Feb
Daily: 7.30pm Except Fri: 8pm Thu & Sat Mat: 2.30pm
Alan Ayckbourn’s latest explores family relationships in
genre-combining style. £8.50-£21.50

Burton Taylor Theatre 305350

SOME VOICES Until Sat 25: 7.30pm
Mental illness can happen to anyone... £5/£4

FAITH HEALER Until Sat 25: 9.30pm
Conflicting monologues culminate in a horrific homecom-
ing. £5/£4
LAMOS, THE CHILD EATER

Tue 28th Jan - Sat 1st Feb. Daily: 9.30pm
Sock puppets & a dancing monster as someone eats
babies in a seaside town. £5/£4

AN INDIAN AFFAIR

Tue 28th - Sat 1st Feb.

Daily: 7.30pm
A woman'’s sense of longing becomes a powerful &
dominant master... £5/£4

Didcot Civic Hall
LITTLE MISS MUFFET Until Sat 25
Fri: 7.30pm Sat: 11am, 2.30pm, 7.30pm
Panto by Didcot Phoenix Drama Group. £5/£3, Didcot
Tourist Office, Civic Hall, Newbury Bldng Soc. or Ali:
01235816715

Nahon appears briefly again near the beginning of Noe’s latest film, ‘Irreversible’,
this time playing ‘Philippe’ (Nahon’s own forename), a character whose story seems
strangely similar to the butcher’s. Lying stark naked on a bed, he confesses that he
has slept with his daughter (‘She was all | had, nothing left...”), only to be presented
by his (fully clothed) companion with the consoling words ‘There are no bad deeds,

Which is to say that there is a certain continuity in Noe’s works, and although ‘Irre-
versible’ does not tell more of the butcher’s tale - Nahon disappears entirely from
the film after its first five minutes - it is still full of the shock tactics and visceral
provocation for which Noe has become notorious. Mark my words: if you have a weak
constitution, or a low tolerance for extremes of bludgeoning violence and savagery,
then this film is definitely not for you. Or, as one character puts it in the heavily
gendered language of the film: ‘This is a man’s business. No pussies allowed.” Which
turns out to be true in more ways than one.

It would be malicious to summarise the plot in anything but the most general terms,
as part of the film’s entertainment is the interpretative puzzles which Noe poses for
his viewers, but suffice to say that it is a ‘fucking revenge B-movie’ turned on its
head, with a highly individual artistic vision. Each of its nine episodes (and a coda)
is filmed in one long, queasily handheld take - even a punishing twelve-minute anal
rape scene whose unflinching length will leave viewers feeling suitably violated.

These long shots, and the crude, colloquial dialogue (also by Noe), give the film
a life-like, documentary feel, but in fact it is highly contrived, with even the most
casual-sounding lines contributing to a tapestry of thematic threads running from one
episode to the next. Noe is unquestionably very talented, but subtlety is not one of
his strong points. By the time the film is over, you may well feel that you’ve had his
ideas repeatedly rammed down your throat - or indeed up your arse.

The first few episodes of ‘lIrreversible’ feature strictly men only (chiefly Vincent
Cassel, Albert Dupontel and Jo Prestia), and its thematic concerns are male sexual-
ity, male anger, and the terrible, destructive atrocities which men can commit when
they follow their bestial instincts. Yet it ends not with men, but with a woman (Monica
Bellucci), and a wistfully impossible glimpse into what the world might have been like
if it had conformed instead to the fantasies of women.

Disturbing, challenging, and better than you might think.

COMPUTERS
FOR SALE/ HELP

PCFIXIT. No fix, no pay. Free
consultation. Ring 01865243609.
pcfixit@go.com

RENT AN IMAC with printer from
£45.00/month, iBook from
£65.00/month. wwwmacfaction.co.uk / 01865
764091.

OXFORD MACINTOSH SOLUTIONS Ltd for all your
Apple Macintosh Sales Services and Support. 0871
7170000 www.omsuk.com

45 more on
www.dailyinfo.co.uk!

THEATRE REVIEW

The Boy Who Fell Into A Book
by Alan Ayckbourn

Oxford Playhouse until Sat. 25th January

Kevin Carter loves to read,
but when his dad makes
him go to bed before he
finishes his book, he finds
that escaping the story isn't
quite so simple. You see,
Kevin Carter is the boy
who fell into the book - “Rockfist Slim and the
Case of the Green Shark” to be precise - and
finding his way back to his bedroom turns out
to be an adventure greater than any he could
have imagined. Finding himself transported into
the large smelting oven which the hero, Rock-
fist Slim (spelt ‘R-O-C-K’ for invincible), has
been locked inside, Kevin has just 72 hours to
travel through the six books on his bedside
shelf to get back to his bedroom and discover
the identity of the evil ‘Green Shark’ before he,
or she, destroys the world. And ace detective
Rockfist turns out to be a little less use than
Kevin had expected.

The show, billed as great for children aged 6
and over, is captivating for both old and young,
and this production really knows how to grab
the audience’s attention. The action takes place
upon the pages of a giant book, and the simple
yet effective set enables the fast changing loca-
tions to be conjured by lighting, sounds, and
the sheer skill of the actors, - not to mention
an impressive number of ladders. Kevin and
Rockfist, played by Matt Green and Eric Loren
respectively, have the bulk of the job, and it is
the skill of their portrayal of otherwise invisible
doors, houses, heavy rain and the like which
truly captivates. Whilst good use is made of
stage and props, much is left to the imagination,
and this is perhaps the most impressive part
of this production. The sheer level of atten-
tion paid by even the youngest members of the
audience was testament to the power which a
bit of imagination and the suspension of disbe-
lief can have.

Pursued by the evil Monique (Sophie Hunter),
a French femme fatale determined to discover
Green Shark’s identity before Kevin, the erst-
while duo find themselves battling through such
diverse stories as ‘Chess for Beginners’ (facing
the murderous knight ‘Red Gareth’), Robert
Louis Stevenson’s ‘Kidnapped’, and Kevin’s little
sister’s book about the ‘Wobblies’ - an ingen-
ious idea, if only for the fantastic jelly fight
which ensues. Containing some of the inev-
itable clichés which productions for children
often fall foul to, and in places a little difficult
to hear, this production is nevertheless great
fun to watch, with Robert Sterne, Gwilym Har-
vard Davies and Lucianne McEvoy creating a
cornucopia of characters who in turn assist,
terrorise, and just downright confuse the two
travellers. High art this may not be, but as a
cure for those back-to-school blues, it almost
certainly can’'t be beaten.

Rebecca Smith, 22.01.03

FOOD

_ Café Zouk
Moghal Indian cuisine
1st Floor, 135 High St. (Carfax 50 yds)
Dishes blended individually with a
distinctive range of unique ingredients,
none of them artificial. A restful
backdrop to high quality food & service.

12-2.30pm & 5.30-11pm daily. Tel. 01865 251600
www.cafezouk.co.uk

AL SHAMI

!  LEBANESE RESTAURANT
" 125 Walgn Crescent, Oxford

OPEN MIC NIGHT / Mars Entertainments presents
Delicious music. Free (band bookings call 07876
184623 / 07989 028522) / 8.30pm start. / Exeter Hall
Pub, Oxford Road

SPIRE / 5-piece acoustic band / Oxford Folk Club.
£3.50 (unwaged £2.50) / 8.30 pm / Port Mahon, St.
Clement’s

SPACEHOPPER, THE HALF RABBITS & SUPPORT
/ The Point Presents Starharbour single release show.
£5 (inc. Boogie Basement) / 7pm / The Zodiac, 190
Cowley Road; Tel: 420042

DJ MANFREE / Music & Dancing / 11pm - 2am /
Freud’s, Walton St; Tel: 311171

MEETINGS/LECTURES

PUBLICIZE YOUR SOCIETY HERE!
Put YOUR meetings or lectures up -
immediately, any time and free - at

www.dailyinfo.co.uk.
Queries to dailyinfo@dailyinfo.co.uk

‘TREMBLEMENT DE TERRE POLITIQUE OU ACCI-
DENT DE PARCOURS: LES ELECTIONS PRESI-
DENTIELLES ET LEGISLATIVES DE 2002’ / Assoc.
for the Study of Modern & Contemp. France study
day. Reservation necessary. / 5-6.30pm / Maison Fran-
caise, Norham Rd,Oxford.OX2 6SE; Tel: 274220, Fax:
274225, Email: maison@bherald.ox.ac.uk
‘HUNGARIAN MUSIC: EUROPEAN OR NATIONAL?
| Oxford Hungarian Society / With Prof. Laszlé Dob-
szay, doyen of Hungarian Musicologists / 8pm / McGre-
gor Room, Oriel College, Oriel Square, off High St.
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| LEBANESE RESTAURANT

“» Good Food, Good Atmosphere, Open EVERY day! ;
1IN 6 Park End Street, Oxford OX1 1HH =
Ea Telephone 01865 245710  __ ==hE =
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Excellent cuisine at reasonable prices

THE STANDARD TANDOORI

INDIAN RESTAURANT & TAKEAWAY
(FULLY LICENSED)

-- Opposite the Phoenix Cinema --

For bookings, tel. 553557

117 Walton St, Oxford, OX2 6AJ.
Open 7 days - 12 - 2.30pm, 6 - 11.30pm

OXFORD HISTORY

LANCING COLLEGE

A Member of the
Woodard Corporation

HMC Independent
Co-Educational 13 -18 years
Boarding and Day

GRADUATING THIS SUMMER?
PLANNING ATEACHING CAREER?

Lancing College has vacancies from September
2003 for teachers in

BIOLOGY FRENCH AND SPANISH
MATHEMATICS MUSIC

and would welcome applications from those due to
graduate this summer. The College will support suc-
cessful applicants through a part-time PGCE. Statutory
NQT induction is provided for those who already have
a PGCE. A willingness to contribute enthusiastically to
the school’'s extra-curricular activities will be expected.

Lancing College has its own salary scale, and accom-
modation may be available. Further details of the posts
may be obtained from the Head Master’s Secretary.

Please apply in writing by Friday 31 January with
full curriculum vitae and the names, addresses and
telephone numbers of two referees to:

The Head Master, Lancing College, West Sussex, BN15 ORW

Telephone: 01273-465802 Fax: 01273 464720
email: hmsecretary@lancing.dialnet.com

Registered Charity No. 1076483

COLLEGE 4 OXFORD

MATHEMATICS, PSYCHOLOGY
BIOLOGY & GEOGRAPHY

MATHEMATICS & PSYCHOLOGY - We are seeking able
and enthusiastic graduates to join very strong and successful
departments from February 2003.

BIOLOGY & GEOGRAPHY - We are also seeking experienced and
enthusiastic teachers for our Easter Courses in April.

Applications, including full CV and the names of two referees,
should be sent to The Principal, from whom further details can
be obtained.

d’Overbroeck’s College, 1 Park Town, Oxford OX2 6SN.
Tel: 01865 310000
e-mail: mail@doverbroecks.com

AR

N=>4
HAIRDRESSING
Turl Street, Oxford

FREE HAIRCUT & GOOD HOURLY RATE

Part time staff for general duties. Hard working and
smart appearance. Flexible hours to suit.

Contact Leonie on 01865 791332 or
email admin@mahoganyhair.co.uk

e =

ROOMS TO LET

JOBS OFFERED

HOMESTAY OFFICER NEEDED: part-time Oct - April;
full time May - Sept. Car driver essential. TEFL
Cert or Dip Qualified preferred. Contact Johanna,
johanna@albionschools.co.uk; tel 01865 244470; fax
01865 244112

A-LEVEL/1.B. TUTORS REQUIRED for Easter revision
courses. All subjects of interest, but tutors / teachers
of languages (especially German), Economics, Geog-
raphy, Environmental Science of particular interest.
Contact Oxford Agency, Tel (01865) 311503, email
oa@dial.pipex.com.

WILDLY EXCITING, THESPIAN COMPUTER CONSUL-
TANCY seeks manic but organized computer tech-
nicians to manage our clients’ IT networking
needs.. shop@computerassistance.uk.com or call
01865451177

PART TIME HOUSEKEEPER REQUIRED (30 hours from
9am-2pm) for 5* Central Oxford Apartments Hotel.
Tel. 01865 254000 or email Fafar@oxstay.co.uk for
further details and application form

UNIVERSITY DRAMA OFFICER SOUGHT for 2003-04.
Suit recent, or soon to be, graduate with broad
experience of Oxford student theatre. Salary £11,897
p.a. Applications by 28 February 2003. For further
details tel Max Todd on 01865 280299 or e-mail
Max.Todd@admin.ox.ac.uk

ADMINISTRATOR. SOME EXPERIENCE, to manage
office of US overseas study program. Should have
ability to meet deadlines, to follow through, to
supervise staff, to deal with student problems (esp.
housing). Age around 30. Some knowledge of Oxford
University preferred but not essential. Salary £25K
to £30K, depending. 4 weeks paid vacation. Good
prospects for an able self starter. Smokers welcome.
Please mail cv to Dr. Richardson, Flat 8, Tennyson
Lodge, Paradise Sq, Oxford OX1 1UD

MYSTERY SHOPPING?
WOTZTHAT...2

We have various shaped holes
O¢meOU+RN @ HIX]
for various shaped pegs.

Mystery Callers

Data Entry

Project Completors

Field Marketing Assistant

Flexible hours to suit most lifestyles
£5.75-£6.25 per hour

If you are looking for a friendly working
environment, flexible hours and to learn
about Mystery Shopping please call:
Kelvin on 01865 262807.

242 more on
www.dailyinfo.co.uk!
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The Washington International Studies Council

Oxford University Undergrads/ Grads Wanted
Academic Year 2002 - 2003

Rooms to let in Central Oxford and Jericho
Houses fully furnished, sharing with
American Students
Rent £360 inc. all utilities

Call PamelaWhite
01865 201132

IDEAL GARRET, WOLVERCOTE, LARGE RM, beautiful
furnished loft conversion, skylight, wooden beams,
in fully-equipped stone cottage, 2 tiny gardens, free
parking, 3 secs from bus route 6, 10 secs from Post
Office, to share with 1 quietish female 23, would
suit quietish n/s female post-grad, 6 months let,
£397pcm plus bills. 07814 418467

SINGLE ROOM IN NICELY FURNISHED HOUSE, Cowley
Road, suit N/S graduate. Feb-July, £270 incl. 01865
246865

TWO SPACIOUS WELL APPOINTED ROOMS with own
kitchen facilities for single person in N. Oxford. £120
per week. Phone 512761

ROSEHILL: YOUNG HOUSESHARE, 2 rooms: £200pcm
& £230pcm. Newly refurbished, opposite shops, bus
stop outside house, all mod cons 07957 334709
ASTON STREET, EAST OXFORD: Room to let in pretty
Victorian house sharing with 3 female students. Six
months - beg. February to end July. £300pcm exclu-
sive. Sarah.martin@queens.ox.ac.uk

HOUSES & FLATS TO LET

2 BED FLAT Woodstock/Leckford Roads. 2nd & 3rd
floors in purpose-built block, communal garden,
off-street parking. Furnished, electric heating. Avail-
able imminently. £760pcm
plus bills. 01753 213503 /
peter@pft.co.uk

CONTACTS

SLIM GUY, 36, sensitive and caring, likes the good
things in life, WLTM lady 30-50 for chats and friend-
ship. SteveDolan261@hotmail.com

OXFORD HISTORY

Oxford in the War Years
Taken from The Oxford Calendar, 1986

1. Before World War 1, most North Oxford
houses had iron railings set into their low walls,
but these were removed to be melted down and
recast as ships or guns.

2. In May 1940 men between 17 and 65
were asked to offer their services for the “Local
Defence Volunteers”. Uniforms and equipment
were less forthcoming than volunteers and it
may have been the ramshackle nature of their
weaponry which earned the Barton Contingent
the nickname “Look, Duck and Vanish Brigade”.
Barton was an enthusiastic group, which “stood
down” in 1944 with some reluctance. The name
“L.D.V” was later changed to the less bureau-
cratic “Home Guard”.

41 more on
www.dailyinfo.co.uk!

3. By early 1939 the Government had decided that war was inevitable, and called up 18 year
olds that spring, ostensibly for 6 months training. They didn’t get out again until 1947, since those
who joined up later were released earlier on grounds of greater age and therefore less employ-

ability - so some spent 8 years in the army.

4. Our ubiquitous Proprietor spent part of his war in Oxford, and gives his reminiscences:
“At St Edwards’ school the most obvious impact on school life, when rations were reduced to 1/4
of an ounce of butter and one egg per week, was a vast improvement in the food compared with
peacetime. We had minced meat and sausages, which, while largely made with bread, you could
actually cut with a sharp knife, whereas our sliced mutton before the war was as resistant as the plate itself.

“Military parades took place 2 half-days a week, and we were sometimes called upon in uniform to defend Oxford against practice incursions by
Canadians pretending to be Germans. It was my mission on one occasion to defend the Woodstock Rd against the threat from the north, for which |

was provided with one thun-

// OXFORD j\\
//f/'"" 1914 1939 “\\\\

derflash. | spent the entire
day standing in the doorway

of a house on the corner
of Osberton Rd, awaiting
the tanks. | clutched my
thunderflash tightly, and the
sweat gradually dissolved it

[ 2,700 members of the University were killed in the 1914 War. The undergraduate population was 3,000

until by 4pm, when | was

U._Sonmwﬁegesm&ntﬁmuiningmdﬁs
for the

The Home Guard: first parade . . .

. . . night manoeuvres in Marston

Many colleges were taken over
by Ministries in 1939 . . .

- relieved (because the Cana-
dians had gone down the
Banbury Rd instead) there
was nothing left to throw.
Great equalisers, the Cana-
dians. There was a wall off
the Banbury Rd, dividing a
private estate from a council
estate. They went through
it and it has never been
rebuilt.”

5. Your calendar artist,
Mary Potter, spent her war
years drawing maps for the
Admiralty, who were camp-
ing out in the School of
Geography. Mary was head
of a cartography section in
New College.
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