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DISCO PA & LIGHTING EQUIPMENT: hire 
and sales. 118 Cowley Rd. (01865) 722027. 

DISCOS, KARAOKES & EQUIPMENT HIRE: 
Dave Seamer Entertainments, (01865) 
240054

PORTABLE P.A. HIRE. Stereo not big enough 
to cope with your party? Your band need 
amplification in small venue? We can help! Email 
inflatablebuddha@yahoo.com or call 07815 050817

BANDS, DISCOS & LIGHTS

CINEMA
 Until Thu 24th Feb
Phoenix Picture House (512526)

SIDEWAYS [15] Thu: 12.45, 9.15, 11.30pm
Two men on road trip. ✎
THE SEA INSIDE [15] Thu: 3.30, 9.00pm
a.k.a. Mar Adentro. Spanish fi lm about euthanasia. ✎
VANITY FAIR [PG] Thu: 3.30, 6.20pm
Period English costume drama with ... Reese Witherspoon?!

Ultimate Picture Palace (245288)
VERA DRAKE [12A] Thu: 7pm
Backstreet abortionist in 1950s England.  ✎
OLDBOY (18) Thu: 9.30pm
Released after 15 years a man must fi nd his kidnapper in 5 days

Odeon George St (0871 2244 007)
CLOSER [15]  Thu: 5.15, 8.00pm
Romantic confl icts with Jude Law, Julia Roberts, Natalie Portman & Clive Owen. ✎
CRIMINAL [15] Thu: 1.15, 3.45, 6.15, 8.45pm
Excellent con-artist movie with John C. Reilly. From Argentinian fi lm “Nine Queens”.

IN GOOD COMPANY [12A] Thu: 2.30, 5.00, 7.45pm
Dennis Quaid’s new boss is sleeping with his daughter. Quaid’s daughter, that is.

MEET THE FOCKERS [12A] Thu: 5.15, 8.00pm
Meet the Parents 2...

MERCHANT OF VENICE [PG] Thu: 1.00, 6.30pm
Shakespeare on the big screen.

OCEAN’S TWELVE [12A] Thu: 12.00, 2.45, 5.30, 8.15pm
Slick heist sequel with Brad, George, and Matt. And Bruce.

SHALL WE DANCE? [12A] Thu: 1.00, 3.30, 6.00, 8.30pm
Did I say that it’s Richard Gere & J-Lo who are asking?

SON OF THE MASK [PG] Thu: 12.15pm
An aspiring cartoonist’s infant son stumbles upon the mask of Loki.

SPONGEBOB SQUAREPANTS [U] Thu: 12.45, 3.00pm
Yes, it’s an animation about a talking domestic sponge. 

THE MAGIC ROUNDABOUT [U] Thu: 12.30, 2.30pm 
Animated weirdness for all ages.

Odeon Magdalen St (0871 2244 007)
HIDE AND SEEK [15] Thu: 8.45pm
Robert DeNiro’s daughter has a dangerous (if imaginary) friend

MEET THE FOCKERS [12A] Thu: 12.15, 3.00, 5.45, 8.30pm
Barbara Streisland and Dustin Hoff man as aging hippies.

Ozone Multiplex (0870 444 3030)
CRIMINAL [15] Thu: 5.10, 7.30, 9.30pm
Excellent con artist movie with John C. Reilly. From Argentinian fi lm “Nine Queens”.

IN GOOD COMPANY [PG] Thu: 2.00, 4.30, 6.50, 9.10pm
Corporate tragi-comedy with Dennis Quaid.

LAURA’S STAR [U] Thu: 12.50, 2.45pm
Soppy animation about a girl who nurses a hurt star. 

MEET THE FOCKERS [12A] Thu: 5.25, 6.30, 8.00, 9.00pm
Meet the Parents 2...

OCEAN’S TWELVE [12A] Thu: 1.00, 3.40, 6.15, 8.50pm
Slick heist sequel with Brad, George, Matt and friends.

RACING STRIPES [U] Thu: 1.40, 3.50pm
Feel good family adventure from makers of Babe.

RAY [15] Thu: 8.30pm
Biopic of the late, great Ray Charles

SHALL WE DANCE [12A] Thu: 12.00, 2.20, 4.40, 7.00, 9.20pm
Rom com, with Jo Lo, oh no.

SIDEWAYS [15] Thu: 6.00, 8.40pm
Two men reaching middle age on ennui-laden wine-drinking road trip. ✎
SPONGEBOB SQUAREPANTS [U] Thu: 1.30, 3.30pm
Animation about a sponge. It’s big in the U.S.

THE AVIATOR [12A] Thu: 2.30, 8.15pm
Biopic of Howard Hughes with Leonardo Di Caprio

THE MAGIC ROUNDABOUT [U]  Thu: 1.10, 3.00, 4.50pm
Classic animation that appeals to all ages.

VERA DRAKE [15] Thu: 12.00, 5.45pm
Backstreet abortions in 50s London. ✎

 ✎ = review on www.dailyinfo.co.uk

THEATRE
Until Sat 26th Feb
Oxford Playhouse (305305)

THE FIREWORK-MAKER’S DAUGHTER 
Thu 24th: 10am, 1.30pm Fri 25th: 7.00pm

Sat 26th: 1.30, 5.30pmPhilip Pullman’s book. £10-£16.50

New Theatre (0870 6063500)
TCHAIKOVSKY’S SWAN LAKE Thu 24th - Sat 26th: 7.30pm. 
The world’s most popular ballet. £7.50-32.50 Sat mat 2.30pm. 

Old Fire Station Theatre (297170)
SOME SORT OF BEAUTIFUL             Until Sat 26th,daily: 7.30pm 
A birthday party goes horribly wrong. Sat also 2.30pm

Burton Taylor Theatre (305305)
MATING RITUALS OF THE URBAN DUCK 

Tue 22nd-Sat 26th:7.30pmA light-hearted look at fi rst love. £4/5 ✎
GRACELAND Tue 22nd - Sat 26th: 9.30pm
Histories and friendships between the break buzzers of a South Wales factory. £4/5 ✎

Pegasus Theatre (722851)
JOHN OTWAY AND ED TUDOR POLE Thu 24th: 8pm
One-off  by legendary punk performer John Otway. £10 (£5.50)

WHITE MEN WITH WEAPONS Fri 25th: 8pm
One-man satire based on the author’s experiences in South African Defence Force.  £8 
/ £5.50(/£3)

BMW Group Plant (245745)
THE COMEDY OF ERRORS  until Sat. March 19th.  Mon-Fri: 7.30pm

Sat: 2.00, 7.30pm
Shakespeare in the spectacular Mirror Tent. £8.50 - £19.50. ✎

 ✎ = review on www.dailyinfo.co.uk

TODAY / COMING SOON

HOUSES & FLATS TO LETJOBS OFFERED

COMPUTERS
OXFORD MACINTOSH SOLUTIONS Ltd for all 
your Apple Macintosh Sales Services and 
Support. 0871 7170000 www.omsuk.com

DATA PROJECTORS: hire and sales. 
01865 722027

RENT AN IMAC from £45.00/month, www.macfaction.co.uk 
/ 01865 764091.

INSTRUMENTS FOR SALE
WASHBURN MERCURY SERIES bass guitar, excellent 
tone, suitable for all styles. One loving owner - good 
condition, used but not abused. Reluctantly for sale at 
£350 ONO. Call 07718 907386 for viewing/info.
UPRIGHT PIANO. Collect from Regent Street, east Oxford. 
Viewing essential. susannabandit@hotmail.com / 
456182

Penfold Court, Marston. Newly built two bed-
room ground fl oor fl at. Includes open plan living/
dining room, fully fi tted kitchen with washer/dryer 
and bathroom with shower over bath.       

Rent: £725. Available: March
Central Headington. Huge 5 bed house with fully 
fi tted kitchen/dining area – downstairs shower 
room, utility room and large living room. 5 double 
bedrooms over 2 fl oors and bathroom with sepa-
rate shower. In excellent decorative order. Off road 
parking. Garden.  Suit family or graduate/profes-
sional sharers. 

Rent: £1650pcm. Available: beginning April
Hertford Street, East Oxford. 4 bed house 
recently completely refurbished.  Living room, 
dining room, new kitchen with appliances, sepa-
rate WC. Upstairs to 4 single bedrooms and bath-
room with shower.  Available now.   £950pcm

We have a selection of 4 and 5 bed houses 
available from summer 2005. Please contact 
us for more details:

info@collegeandcounty.biz   –  01865 722277

GIGS
Thurs 24th

JOHN OTWAY AND ED TUDOR POLE / author of hit ‘Cor Baby 
that’s Really Free’ with the bloke from ‘the crystal maze’ / 8pm, 
£10/5.50 / Pegasus Theatre. Magdalen Road; Tel: 722851; Fax: 
204976; www.pegasustheatre.org.uk
CLAYHILL + THE TENDER FOOT / £6 adv / £7 door / Doors 
7.30pm / Downstairs@The Zodiac. 190 Cowley Road; Tel: 420042; 
www.the-zodiac.co.uk
SKYLARKIN’ SOUNDSYSTEM / Reggae, Soul, Latin, Funk & 
Jazz Grooves; DJ Aidan Larkin + guests / 8:30-11pm / Free / 
Email: dalton@tommykneecaps.com / www.thebrickworks.
tommykneecaps.com / The Brickworks. 182 Cowley Rd; Tel: 
245999
OXFORD BLUEGRASS/OLD TIME JAM / Bluegrass and 
Appalachian Old Time music pickers and singers welcome / Oxford 
Bluegrass/Appalachian / 9.00pm / Free / taube.marks@lang.ox.ac.
uk / Fox and Hounds Pub, Abingdon Road and Weirs Lane, Oxford
SPARKY’S FLYING CIRCUS / Performers of all kinds welcome! 
Free / 9pm / The Half Moon, 17 St Clements, Oxford
“BACKYARD CLUB” / Acoustic Acts / Last Thursday Of The Month 
/ Cricketers Arms, Iffl  ey Road / 9pm / Free / Cricketers Arms, 43, 
Iffl  ey Rd; Tel: 427505
DELIVERANCE!  THE ELM TREE / Country+ Western Club Night 
w/ Black Nielson, DJs, Free Food+ Tequila / 8-11pm, £3 dressed 
western / £5 / The Elm Tree, Cowley Rd
THE SPIN JAZZ CLUB / Roger Beaujolais Quintet - steaming vibes 
led all star band / £8 £6 conc / Open 7.45pm, band on 8.30pm / 
The Spin@The Wheatsheaf. Wheatsheaf Alley, 129 High Street; Tel: 
243276; www.spinjazz.com

Fri 25th
OXFORD FOLK CLUB / Open Night - singers, musicians 
and audience equally welcome / 8.30 - 11.00, £1 / Email: 
pamcooper@hotmail.com / www.oxfordfolkclub.com / Port 
Mahon. St. Clement’s
SUITABLE CASE FOR TREATMENT + FIXIT KID + HOLIDAY 
STABBINGS / OxfordBands.com presents  / 7.30 pm, £4 / www.
oxfordbands.com / Wheatsheaf, 129, High St
MISHMASH / Anyone can bring their own tunes, CD/Vinyl, to this 
multi-media night / Run by those that bring music / Every Friday 
plus events / mishmash@youareinvitedto.co.uk / East Oxford 
Community Centre, Princes Street; Tel: 792168
THE WEDDING PRESENT + PERSIL / 7pm, £12 adv / £13 door 
/ Upstairs@The Zodiac. 190 Cowley Road; Tel: 420042; www.the-
zodiac.co.uk/
NUNEHAM NITES / Performance by Rebecca Mosley - a talented 
acoustic singer-songwriter / Doors open 8pm. £4 entrance. / www.
rebeccamosley.com/ / Nuneham Courtenay Village Hall

MEETINGS / LECTURES
Thu 24th

THURSDAY LUNCHTIME TALK / In at the Sharp End - Rev Nick 
Fennemore, Hospital Chaplain / 12.30pm / Admission Free / 
secretary@st-giles-church.org / www.st-giles-church.org / St 
Giles Church, St Giles
JEWISH VIEWS OF THE AFTERLIFE / Rabbi Mark Solomon / 
8pm / Friends’ Meeting House, 43 St Giles; Tel: 01865 557373
FIN DE SIECLE SEMINAR SERIES / “The Role of the Preface in 
Fin de Siecle Print Censorship Debates” / Oxford English Faculty / 
5pm / Free / anna.vaninskaya@hertford.ox.ac.uk / www.english.
ox.ac.uk/seminars/fi n.html / Meyerstein Room (11), St. Cross 
Building, Manor Road
‘BRAINWASHING’ SEMINAR SERIES / Andrew Smith 
MP on “Political Campaigning and its Eff ectiveness” / 
Contemprary Ideology Forum / 6.30pm / Free / All Welcome 
/ pnjackson@brookes.ac.uk / http://ssl.brookes.ac.uk/
Departments/politics-ir/newsItems/ideologyForum.htm / 
Oxford brookes University, Gypsy Lane Campus, SG03
DIALOGUE AND UNDERSTANDING / Lecture, HRH Prince Saud 
Al-Faisal, Saudi Minister of Foreign Aff airs / Entry free by ticket / 
Exam Schools, High St., 5pm / academic.secretary@oxcis.ac.uk / 
http://www.oxcis.ac.uk / Examination Schools, High St
OXFORD STUNT FACTORY / Gravity & Extreme Sports club at 
Oxford & Brookes / 7pm / enquiries@oxfordstuntfactory.com / 
The Pub Oxford, The Plain

Fri 25th
CLLR PROF. SUSAN ROAF: ‘OXFORD: THE SOLAR CITY’ 
/ Society for Graduates / Visitors welcome / 8pm / £1.50 non-
members / Okinaga Room, Wadham College, Parks Road
THE UNCEASING QUEST / Retrospective of the search for 
higher meaning Zen, Yoga, Kabala, Buddha and Quantum 
physics... / 19:30 / £5/£2 / unceasing@ntlworld.com / Venue TBA, 
call 07968 707770 for details
STORYTELLING / OXTALES storytelling circle continues its 
monthly storytelling evenings / 7.30pm / Friends’ Meeting 
House, 43 St Giles; Tel: 01865 557373
CUMNOR CHOIR REHEARSAL / Weekly rehearsal of Stainer’s 
Crucifi xion. Tenors and Basses wanted / Cumnor Choral Society 
/ 7.30 to 9.30 pm / Ann.willmott@btinternet.com / The Chapel, 
Westminster Institute of Education, Harcourt Hill Campus

Oxford’s
DAILY
INFO

HEADINGTON - Spacious 2 bedroom first floor flat 
above the bed shop in central Headington. £895 pcm. 
Call 01865 244666 or cowleyroad@scottfraser.co.uk

NEAR TO RING ROAD - Modern 4 bedroom furnished 
house with parking £995 pcm. Available from April. 
Call 01865 244666 or cowleyroad@scottfraser.co.uk

CLOSE TO JR HOSPITAL - 2 bed furnished flat with 
garden and parking. £750 pcm. Available now. Call 
01865 244666 or cowleyroad@scottfraser.co.uk

LITTLEMORE - A Selection of brand new 1 bed furnished/
unfurnished flats from £695 pcm. Available now. Call 
01865 244666 or cowleyroad@scottfraser.co.uk

PROPERTY RENTAL. STUDENTS AND SHARERS 
welcome. All areas, deposit monies safe in bonded 
account – call Premier, for no-risk rentals. www.
premier-residential-letting.co.uk. 207 Cowley Road. 
01865 792299

STANDLAKE - NEW 4 BED SEMI. 2 ensuite, 1 family 
bathroom. Fully fitted kitchen. Unfurnished. Central 
heated. Large garden and off-street parking. Available 
March. £1200 pcm, excluding bills. 01865 763785 / 
07899 993311. thelettingcentre@btinternet.com

TEMPLE COWLEY - 2 bedroom flat available 
immediately from £700 pcm - lettings@lizmans.
demon.co.uk - 01865 203020

IFFLEY/COWLEY BORDERS - 3 bedroom fully-
furnished house available early April - £775 pcm - 
lettings@lizmans.demon.co.uk - 01865 203020

TEMPLE COWLEY - 1 bedroom flat available Mid-
March - £650 - lettings@lizmans.demon.co.uk - 01865 
203020
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 INDIAN RESTAURANT & TAKEAWAY
(FULLY LICENSED)

Excellent cuisine at reasonable prices

THE STANDARD TANDOORI

-- Opposite the Phoenix Cinema --
For bookings, tel. 553557
117 Walton St, Oxford, OX2 6AJ. 

Open 7 days - 12 - 2.30pm, 6 - 11.30pm

lebanese restaurant
Good Food, Good Atmosphere, Open EVERY day!

6 Park End Street, Oxford  OX1 1HH
Telephone 01865 245710

AL-SALAM

DINING OUT IN OXFORD

occOxford&

college
Cherwell

BA's, Foundation Degrees HND/Cs & Professional
programmes in:

Creative Arts
Design Crafts, Graphic Design & Illustration, Multimedia,
Fashion Design, Fine Art, Furniture Design/Restoration
Interior Design, Media, Photography &Video, Performing
Arts, Photography & Imaging *Interactive Media, *Theatre
& Exhibition Design, *Film Theory & Criticism

Business
Business,Administrative Management,Accountancy, Law,
Management, Marketing & Personnel Management *Public
Services, *Business International Postgraduate Diploma,
*Leadership & Management

Counselling

Service Industries
*Holistic Therapies, *Hospitality Management, *Sports Science

Teaching
Professional Programmes and Degrees in Classroom
Support,Teaching & Post Compulsory Education

Technology
Construction, Electrical/Electronic & Mechanical/
Manufacturing, Automotive Engineering, Motor
Vehicle Management and Technology *Awaiting validation

Contact Us For details ofwhat’s onwhere

Tel 01865550550
www.oxford-cherwell.ac.uk

Hot Degrees
Oxford&Cherwell College Higher Education
OpenDay Thur 24 Feb 10am–7.30pm
Campuses inOxford&Banbury

‘THE REAL SECRET of the Da Vinci Code – Gnosticism 
and Esoteric Traditions’ – talk by Dr Celia Green, 
author of Advice to Clever Children. Wednesday 2nd 
March, 2.30pm. The King’s Arms, Oxford.
TABLE-TOP SALE, 9.30AM  Saturday 26th February, 
University Church, Oxford. Variety of goods including 
books, cosmetics and jewellery.

ROOMS TO LET

  Large single study/bedroom  
In lady writer’s quiet Marston house.  Suit 

mature female postgrad/professional.

£320pcm + Council tax, telecom.

Leave message on ph/fax 01865 727988 
or email:cam.writeratlarge@tiscali.co.uk

FABULOUS DOUBLE ROOMS  in brand new shared 
house. East Oxford (F6). Non-smoking. From £430pcm 
including all bills. Internet access. Available from 
March 10. Contact Heather.Johnston@bmwgroup.com
SUMMERTOWN: LARGE ROOM  with double bed, own 
bathroom. Share flat with one other. Off-street parking. 
Communal garden. Available immediately. £395 pcm 
excluding. roominsummertown@hotmail.co.uk
ONE DOUBLE, ONE SINGLE ROOM, city centre, n/s 
female, 07796 662439
NEAR CITY CENTRE on west side, room in above 
average shared house, N/S, available 5th March, 
£304 pcm, 07903 058957
BIG ROOM, HEADINGTON,  available now. Fully 
furnished, Two Bathrooms, Parking. 8 minutes to 
Headington shops, 15 minutes to Brookes campus, 
2 minutes bus stop. £295/month (280 moving in 
March) wuzheng19@hotmail.com 07787 896372
NORTH OXFORD. 2 spacious double rooms in 
redecorated modern furnished house. Available 
immediately. Fitted kitchen with appliances, 2 
bathrooms, garden, parking, close to local amenities. 
Suit professional / student. No smokers or pets, 
please. Viewing strongly recommended. £360 pcm 
incl. bills. 0798 100 87128
SINGLE FURNISHED ROOM for prof Female. 
Headington near Hospital, map F4. All facilities. 
£285 + bills. Phone after 5pm 07976 055660, 01865 
763271, headingtonhouseshare@yahoo.co.uk

375 MORE on
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COWLEY - SINGLE ROOM. All facilities, c/h etc. 
Available now. 01865 772376
JERICHO, SINGLE ROOM  in 3 bed house, n/s, 
£400pcm inc bills. 01865 311269
BICESTER: MODERN SHARED  home, prof female, 
non-smoking, £65 & £52 pw inclusive bills. 01865 
375107
IFFLEY ROAD, OXFORD Spacious bedsit in shared 
house. Recently redecorated and recarpeted. The 
house has three kitchens, two shower rooms/toilets 
(but this room has own shower cubicle and sink). 
Gas central heating. Available from early April - end 
August. Rent £375.00 pcm (includes council tax and 
water rates). Please call Rose Lucy Properties on 
559973.
HEADINGTON: LOVELY FURNISHED double for 
professional n-s. £400pcm inclusive. Broadband. 
Katrina99@ntlworld.com
CENTRAL ROOMS AVAILABLE FOR FLEXIBLE LETS. 
Students or recent graduates aged 26 or under 
to live in houses shared with American university 
students. Most houses are in Jericho. Telephone, TV, 
video and wireless internet provided in all houses. 
£395 pcm all utilities included. Please phone 01865 
201132 or email housing@oxfordstudy.com for more 
information

102 MORE on
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Part of North Oxford Property Services

Largest selection 
of quality student 
property in Oxford

THEATRE REVIEW

TUITION
LEARN POLISH WITH  a native speaker. Lessons on 
language and culture, all levels. Ania, a-meller@o2.
pl 07854 254434
LEARN LATIN FOR interest. Beginners class starting 
soon. £130 for 10 sessions. Tuesdays 18.30-20.00. 
Berlitz Language Centre. oxford@languagecentres.
com 01865 241242
EXPERIENCED AND QUALIFIED TEACHER of 
mathematics and ICT. Call Richard on 01865 513823
BIOLOGY / CHEMISTRY A-Level & GCSE tuition offered. 
Phone: 0777 558 2800
KARATE INSTRUCTOR WANTED for private training 
contact nvolkova2082@yahoo.co.uk

58 MORE on
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MATTER -An Artist Film and Video Programme
THIS THURSDAY, 24 February 2005, 7.00pm - 9pm. FREE. Pay Bar 

Featuring works by Richard Serra, Gaia Alessi, Richard Bradbury and Sean Rogg

Galleries open until 10pm.  Tel 01865 722733
30 Pembroke Street,  Oxford,  OX1 1BP

Travel Co-ordinator
required this summer to work from Head Offi ce in Oxford 

for our network of summer schools.

· June, July and August

· Thursday through to Monday

· well organised and enjoy working to deadlines

Expected earnings £6.50 per hour.

e-mail CV to ylsrecruit@oise.com

OISE House, Binsey Lane, Oxford, OX2 0EY

VOLUNTEERS WANTED

UNIVERSITY OF OXFORD
Department of Psychiatry  

ARE YOU FEELING REALLY SAD?
Have you lost interest in the things you would usually enjoy?

We are looking for people with persistent low mood, who 
are not on medication, to take part in a study investigating 
how an antidepressant drug (reboxetine) aff ects information 
processing. For information in confi dence, with no obligation 
to participate please contact:

Rachael: (01865) 22360 - rachael.ayres@psychiatry.oxford.ac.uk

or Dr Ursula O’Sullivan (01865) 226395
ursula.osullivan@psychiatry.oxford.ac.uk

OFAF # 04:OX:026 – Participants will be reimbursed for their time and expenses

Sacred Music for 3 voices
from France and England

Boëllmann, Fauré, Delibes, Dubois,
Saint-Saëns, Hugill, and Byrd

Th e FifteenB Consort
with Julian Littlewood (organ)

Admission Free

7.30pm, Th ursday 24th February,
St Matthew’s Church, Great Peter Street, London

7pm, Saturday 26th February,
St Peter’s College Chapel, Oxford

Required for a small, busy, friendly team. Role includes 
video editing, database maintenance, research support 

for both client and PR projects, and admin duties. Must 
have good Microsoft Offi  ce skills, be smart and organised. 

Own transport and second language advantageous. 

£14,000 - £16,000.      rob@bunnyfoot.com

Full-time Research and 
Marketing Assistant 

Student Housing
Academic Year 2005/06

Jericho, St. Clements, Headington, 
Marston, East Oxford

From 3 to 9 bedrooms. Quality properties at competitive rents.
For further information contact the Student Specialist on:

Tel: (01865) 744555        E-mail: spire.properties@btinternet.com

SPIRE PROPERTIES 

Cumberland Road, Cowley
3 Bedroom House    £900 pcm
Pinnocks Way, Botley
3 Bedroom House                                                                     £900 pcm
Marston Road, Marston
4 Bedroom House                      £950 pcm

Mill Lane, Old Marston  
3 Bedroom House                                        £1,000 pcm
Hollow Way, Headington
4 Bedroom Terraced House                  £1000 pcm
London Road, Headington
6 Bedroom Luxury House                                   £3,000 pcm
Beaumont Court, Kennington
2 bed brand new development                                      £700 pcm

01865 760786  lettings@propertycompass.co.uk

PROJECTIONIST required at  the Phoenix Picturehouse 
for Sundays and other variable shifts. Experience 
preferred but we will train right person, so great 
opportunity for anyone interested in the technical 
side of cinema. Call Suzanne on 01865 316570
FRONT OF HOUSE  person required at the Phoenix 
Picturehouse for Saturdays and other variable shifts. 
If you’re an outgoing team player with good customer 
service skills and interested in independent cinema, 
we’d like to hear from you. Call Suzanne on 01865 
316570
PART-TIME ASSISTANT REQUIRED  for general 
secretarial duties/filing. Initially 2 days, then 3-4 
hours a week, flexible. £7.50 p/h. 07862 717805 / 
01865 552000.

SERVICES
LITE MOVES FURNITURE removal specialists. From a 
single room to a full house move. www.litemoves.
com 0845 644 8124 or 07789 174453.
OXFORD COUNSELLING AND  Psychotherapy Service. 
Confidential. www.oxfordcounselling.co.uk . For 
referrals: (01865) 515324 / 790687.

49 MORE on
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ROOM WANTED
PROFESSIONAL NS MALE, working at Diamond in 
Harwell, requires room in house with parking. tel. 
Steve 07778 875173

LECTURE ROOM AVAILABLE
LECTURE ROOM IN  the centre of Oxford (George St), 
seats up to 90, available for £100 per day (negotiable 
for more frequent use). Please phone 201132 or email 
housing@oxfordstudy.com

Marston Road, Marston
2 x Single Rooms                                                   £300  pcm  (All  Inc.)
1 x Double                        £350 pcm (All Inc.)            

Mill Lane, Old Marston
Double Room                    £500 pcm

Cumberland Road, Cowley
3 x Double Room                                                £350  pcm (All  Inc.)

01865 760786   lettings@propertycompass.co.uk

STUDENTS
Do you go to GIGS?

Do you want us to give you 

FREE BEER?
If you write a brief review (circa 

400 words) and we like it then we 
will sort you out with a 4 pack.

For further details e-mail 

freebeer@dailyinfo.co.uk

93 MORE on
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Offi  ce Manager / Receptionist
Offi  ce Manager / Receptionist required for busy, friendly 
English language school in city centre. Responsibilities are 
varied and extensive, involving almost every aspect of the 
school as well as considerable liaison with overseas stu-
dents and agents, by phone, fax, email and face-to-face. You 
should be effi  cient, organised, methodical, friendly, enthu-

siastic, fl exible and have an excellent telephone manner. 

Up to £17,000, depending upon experience.

Oxford School of English, 4th fl oor, Clarendon House, 

Oxford OX1 2DP

01865 202061  �  info@oxfordschoolofenglish.com

Mating Rituals of the 
Urban Duck
Mating Rituals of the Urban Duck, by Daniel James, is showing 
at the Burton Taylor as part of the OUDS New Writing Festival. 
It is, in essence, a fairly light comedy about first love. There are 
four characters, the traditional two guys and two girls, and the play covers a period of ten 
years. The play is performed backwards – Memento style – with each scene taking place 
some time before the last. There is an explanatory note to this effect in the programme.

The play begins with couple Jess (Emma Stephany) and Sam (Simon Demetriou) prepar-
ing to go out to a book launch. They are obviously having Problems, Sam making some 
implausible excuse to slope off to some other engagement. This prior engagement, it is 
eventually revealed, is with Naomi (Katie-Anne Berk), an old girlfriend, currently involved 
with Jess’ brother Oli (Andrew Feld). As the play unfolds, the full history of these four 
characters is revealed. These four characters are well written and well performed, distinc-
tive and strongly characterised. 

Although light-hearted, the play is rather ambitious; the events it chronicles unfold (back-
wards) over the course of ten years, with the characters regressing from age 27 to age 17. 
Here the piece may overstretch itself a little. The scenes seem a little too spread out, and 

the gaps leave a lot of questions unanswered 
(when does Sam go to Oxford? When does 
Oli become a novelist?). Similarly, although 
the characters are well drawn in general, 
they don’t really change that much over the 
ten years the play covers; although they go 
from tee-shirts to tuxedos, the characters 
still basically talk the same and act the same 
at seventeen and twenty-seven. Although 
events ostensibly take place over the course 
of ten years, they often feel more like they 
take place over ten months.

According to the writer’s notes, this is a play about the lies we tell when we are in love. 
According to the director’s notes, it is a coming of age story. I am not entirely sure I agree 
with either of them. I did not come away from the play feeling that deceit was a particularly 
strong theme, or that the characters had really been through any kind of rite of passage. 
The strength of the play is that it’s an entertaining story about engaging characters. It is a 
well written play, with some strong scenes, 
decent characters and nice dialogue. It won’t 
change your life, but it doesn’t claim that it 
will (indeed, the writer’s notes explicitly say 
that it won’t).

This is a new play, by a new writer, and as 
such is a reasonably strong debut. It is not 
without its flaws, but it is essentially an 
enjoyable evening’s entertainment, and it 
doesn’t really pretend to be anything else.

Daniel Hemmens, 22.02.05

THEATRE REVIEW

GRACELAND by Aled Roberts
Burton Taylor Theatre, 9.30pm daily until Sat 26th Feb

It is difficult to know what to make of Graceland. Its static reflectiveness makes it vaguely reminis-
cent of Pinter, but minus the intensity and plus lots of wit. The play is part of the Oxford University 
New Writing Festival, and whilst it definitely has the potential to be a successful play, that potential 
doesn’t appear to have been fully realised. The action takes place in a factory canteen South Wales, 
where we are offered a glimpse into the lives of a group of workers as they indulge in the brief breaks 
which punctuate their tedious day’s work. We are presented with a good mixture of character types, 
but, unfortunately, never properly introduced to any of them, which makes the play seem disappoint-
ingly inconsequential. 

The author’s desired tone of contemplative monotony was well captured in Nanw Rowland’s produc-
tion, but there appeared to be very little behind the façade; the long pregnant silences weren’t all 
that pregnant, and this, combined with a lack of expressed insight into the characters’ minds, made 
the characterisation rather empty. When I go to the theatre, I expect drama – albeit tacit drama, 
bubbling away under the surface – but this play had very little. The dramatic potential was there, but 
remained insufficiently explored. I was rather disappointed when the play came to an abrupt end, 
before it had properly developed, and was keen to be offered a proper chance to discover more about 
the multitude of characters who never really had the chance to open up.

There were clever directorial touches, such as the spotlight on the clock between each scene to under-
line the dragging presence of time; however this did also serve as a reminder that the real clock was 
ticking away and we were running out of time for some powerful drama to leap out and engage my 
emotions. The space was well-considered and the director had produced a pleasing sense of balance. 
The acting was very competent, and was only detracted from by the evident challenge of performing 
in the Welsh dialect in which the play is written. Although certain members of the cast had a pretty 
firm grip on the accent, many of them seemed uncomfortable as they spoke, and this produced an air 
of insincerity in certain cases and incomprehensibility in others, which was a tad frustrating. I found 
myself forced to concentrate with all my might, for fear of missing out on any quality punch lines, 
since from a comedic point of view the play is extremely successful. Although the author’s rather 
anecdotal style may lack depth, this does not prevent it from provoking amusement; there were plenty 
of beautifully tight one-liners and some sublime and well-directed moments of situational comedy. 
It’s just a shame the characterisation wasn’t as probing.

I’d recommend Graceland out of intrigue, if nothing else. Go along and settle your curiosity – you’ll 
have a good laugh while you’re at it and join in with the New Writing Festival spirit! 

Holly Dickens, 22.02.05

Sleeping Beauty
New Theatre, 21st – 23rd Feb 2005
I’ve reached the age of thirty-three and I have to say that 
Tchaikovsky’s Sleeping Beauty, at the New Theatre until 
Wednesday, is my fi rst ballet. I can’t therefore base my 
review on the technical skills of the dancers, or how it 
compares to other performances. I can only provide a 
ballet virgin’s opinions and hope two things. If you too 
have never been, maybe I can inspire you. If you’re an 
old hand, then I hope my naïve musings at least portray 
the quality of the performance. The fi rst thing is that the 
plot is easy – we all know Sleeping Beauty (princess is 
cursed, falls asleep as a result, and is saved by handsome 
prince). The joy of the experience is the execution and I 
can happily report that it’s wonderful.

Ellen Kent has produced and directed the Chisinau 
National Ballet from Moldova marvellously. The danc-
ing is a joy to watch. One could simultaneously enjoy the 
fl owing movements and ponder just how skilled and strong 
the performers must be to balance, jump, skip, carry and 
bend in the way they do. The leading cast members stand 
out, jumping that little bit further, or spinning a little bit 
faster, and the direction allows the set pieces to build and 
build to a terrifi c climax. The wicked fairy Carabosse 
provides a dark presence amidst the happiness. I did think 
the costumes and style do make the line between ballet and 
pantomime rather thin; at the end, when the audience booed 
Carabosse, the woman sitting next to me tutted in disgust. 
“It’s not a pantomime,” she complained. Well, no, but we 
still feel the same way about the wicked fairy!

The Tchaikovsky score is excellently performed by the 
orchestra, and the sound quality in the New Theatre is 
excellent. The violin solo by Igor Ersac is a particular 
highlight, delicate and powerful. 

I was taken aback also by how many people are involved 
– not only are there the lead dancers, there are also the 
troupe of dancers with smaller parts. Then there’s the 
orchestra and conductor. And there must be countless 
stagehands and technical support staff, as well as costum-
iers for the amazing, elaborate costumes. This scale alone 
is enough to impress.

My fi rst ballet experience, then? A revelation. I had partly 
expected it all to be a little preposterous and inaccessible, 
but the reality was very different. Sleeping Beauty was 
a warming cocktail of skill, strength, poise, grace, and 
music that should tempt anyone in from the snowy streets 
of Oxford this week. If you can’t make it to Sleeping 
Beauty before Wednesday, Swan Lake, which should 
share its quality execution and production values, is on 
from Thursday until Saturday.

Andy Cotgreave
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