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CINEMA
 Until Thu 27th Jan
Ozone Multiplex (0870 444 3030)

ALEXANDER [15]   Daily: 5.20pm
Macedonian mayhem with Colin Farrell
BRIDGET JONES: THE EDGE OF REASON [15]  
Hugh, Colin and Rennee return. Daily: 12.00, 3.00, 8.45pm
CLOSER [15]  Fri & Mon-Thurs: 12.30, 3.00, 5.45, 8.55pm 
An intriguing story of passion, drama, love, and abandonment.
ELEKTRA [12A]     Fri & Mon - Thu:12.25, 3.25, 7.00, 9.15pm 
Girls with swords... 
LADDER 49 [12A] Daily: 12.30, 3.30, 6.00, 9.00pm
A bond forged by fi re is never broken.
MEET THE FOCKERS [12A] Daily: Thu 5.15, 7.45
Meet the Parents 2...
MILLION DOLLAR BABY [12A]     
 Fri & Mon-Thu: 12.00, 3.15, 6.00, 8.40pm 
A hardened fi ghter-cum-trainer works with a determined woman in her attempt to 
establish herself as a boxer.
RAY [15] Daily: 12.45, 4.00, 8.25pm
Biopic of the late, great Ray Charles
TEAM AMERICA: WORLD POLICE[15]  

Fri & Mon-Thurs: 12.30, 3.30, 6.15, 9.05pm 
Puppet genius from creators of South Park.
THE AVIATOR [12A] Daily: 1.00, 4.30, 8.00pm
Biopic of Howard Hughes with Leonardo Di Caprio.
THE PHANTOM OF THE OPERA [15]        

Mon - Thu: 12.00, 4.00, 7.45pm
Andrew Loyd Webber makes it to the big screen.

Odeon George St (0871 2244007)

A VERY LONG ENGAGEMENT [15]    Daily: 12.30, 4.15, 7.30
Audrey Tatou in World War I drama.
BRIDE AND PREJUDICE [12A] Wed: 10.45
Bollywood update of Jane Austen.
CLOSER [15] Mon -  Thu: 2.45, 5.45, 8.30pm
Standard RomCom with Jude Law and Julia Roberts.
ELEKTRA [12A]  Mon - Thu: 1.30, 3.45, 6.00, 8.00
Jennifer Garner in kid’s action fantasy.
MILLION DOLLAR BABY [12A] Thu: 12.15pm
Clint Eastwood’s girl-power boxing movie.
RAY [15] Daily: 1.15, 4.45, 8.00pm
Biopic of blind musician Ray Charles.
SUBTITLED SHOW: CLOSER [15] Tue: 2.45 Wed: 5.45
With subtitles for the hearing-impaired. 
TEAM AMERICA: WORLD POLICE [15] 

Thu:  1.45, 4.00, 6.30, 8.45
Puppet genius from creators of South Park.
THE AVIATOR [12A] Mon - Wed: 12.15, 4.00, 7.45  
Leonardo Di Caprio as legendary eccentric Howard Hughes.
WHITE NOISE [15]               Mon - Wed: 1.00, 3.15, 6.30, 8.45  

Thu: 3.00
Michael Keaton hearing scary voices from his TV
MEET THE FOCKERS [12A]
Meet the Parents 2... Thu: 5.15, 7.54pm

Odeon Magdalen St (0871 2244 007)
MEET THE FOCKERS [12A]
Meet the Parents 2... Thu: 1.00, 3.30, 6.00, 8.30pm
MILLION DOLLAR BABY [12A]  

 Mon-Thu: 2.15,5.15, 8.00 
Clint Eastwood’s girl-power boxing movie.
TEAM AMERICA: WORLD POLICE [15] 

Mon-Thurs 1.30, 4.00, 6.30, 8.45 
Puppet satire from creators of South Park.
THE AVIATOR [12A]                            Thurs 12.15, 4.00, 7.45
Biopic of Howard Hughes with Leonardo Di Caprio.

Phoenix Picture House (512526)

2046 [12A]  Mon - Thurs: 1.30, 6.45 (no 6.45 on Tue)
Chinese sci-fi   
A VERY LONG ENGAGEMENT [15] 

 Mon - Thurs: 3.30, 6.15, 9.00
Audrey Tatou in World War I drama  
BEING JULIA [12A] Mon, Tue, Thu: 1.10 
Bitter romantic comedy, backstage in 1930s London.
DONNIE DARKO [15]  Thu: 11.30pm
A boy’s life is changed by a mystical evil rabbit.
ENDURING LOVE [15] Thu: 11.30pm
An academic (Daniel Craig) is traumatised by a balloon accident.
SAW [18] Mon - Thu: 3.30, 6.15, 9.00
Gory yet suspenseful horror fl ick a la Se7en.  
THE BIG SCREAM: BEING JULIA [12A]  Wed: 11.30am
Exclusive screening for parents with children under one.
VERA DRAKE [12A] Mon, Wed, Thu: 4.00, 9.00
Gritty abortionist drama 

Ultimate Picture Palace(245288)

HOUSE OF FLYING DAGGERS [15] Daily: 7.15, 9.30pm
Martial Arts extravaganza.

* = review on www.dailyinfo.co.uk

THEATRE
Until Thu 27th Jan
New Theatre (0870 6063500)

DEREK ACORAH Tue 25th: 7.30pm
The UK’s No. 1 Spirit Medium, £16

THE CIRCUS OF HORRORS Wed 26: 8pm
Celebrating 10 fantastic years, £10-25

Burton Taylor Theatre (305305)

LARAMIE PROJECT Tue 25 - Sat: 29: 7.30pm
Murder of a gay man leaves a town devastated by  intolerance in their community, £4/5

LE FAY Tue 25 - Sat 29: 9.30pm
Stories, weavers and witches, £4/5

O’Reilly Theatre, Keble College 

ENTER A FREE MAN Tue 25 - Sat 29
Daily: 7.30 Sat: 2.30, 7.30pm

Witty & engaging early Stoppard comedy,  £7.50/£5.50

Oxford Playhouse (305305 )

THE PILLOWMAN       Thu 27 - Sat Feb 5: 2.30, 7.30
UK tour of the 2004 Olivier Award winner

Old Fire Station Theatre (297170)
SOME VOICES Tue 25 - Sat 29

Daily: 7.30pm,  Sat: 2.30 and 7.30pm 
Love, violence, madness - an arresting drama of life on the edge, £5.50-£8.50

Pegasus Theatre (722851)

HOPE FOR HUMANITY Thu 27th: 7pm
Series of dramatic performances for Holocaust Memorial Day, £3.50

Unicorn Theatre (Tickets: Abingdon 

Information Centre, 01235 522711)

TERRY PRATCHETT: GOING POSTAL
Tue 25 - Sat 29: 7.30/2.30

Dramatisation of Pratchett’s latest Discworld novel, Tickets - £7

Didcot Civic Hall
THE MAN IN THE MOON Thu 27 - Sat 29

Thu & Fri: 7.30pm Sat: 10.30am, 2.30pm, 7.30pm 
Newly-written traditional-style panto / £6 (£4)

* = review on www.dailyinfo.co.uk

MEETINGS/LECTURES
Tues 25th

PUBLIC MEETING / End the Occupation of Iraq - Bring the Troops 
Home / East Oxford Stop the War / 7.30 pm / admission free / East 
Oxford Community Centre, Princes Street; Tel: 792168
SPIRITUAL HEALING / Meditation at 6.30pm, Healing at 7.00pm 
/ FMH, 43 St Giles / Free - Donation / 43 St. Giles
ESPERANTO / Konversacia Vespero / 7.45pm / 37 Granville Court, 
Oxford
HOLOCAUST LECTURE / Janina Fischler-Martinho,a Holocaust 
survivor, talks on her experience / Oxford Chabad Society / 
Reception: 6pm Lecture: 7pm / daniel.lowe@pmb.ox.ac.uk / Web: 
http://www.chabadofoxford.org.uk / Lecture Room 4
OUAS LECTURE ON SAMNITES / Dr. Edward Bispham of 
Brasenose: The Archaeology of the Samnites / OU Archaeological 
Society / 8pm, 2 pounds for non-members / archsoc@herald.ox.ac.
uk / www.geocities.com/ouarchsoc / Institute of Archaeology, 36 
Beaumont Street
TEXTILES IN EASTERN ART / A gallery talk in the Eastern Art Print 
room, Dr. Ruth Barnes / Young Friends of the Ashmolean / 5pm, 
£2 for non-members / young.friends@ashmus.ox.ac.uk / www.
ashmol.ox.ac.uk/ash/friends / Ashmolean Museum, Beaumont 
Street. Tel: 278000

Weds 26th
ABINGDON GATHERING / Pub gathering open to members and 
anyone interested in Witchcraft / Children of Artemis / 8.30pm / 
rain@wytchcraft.net rain@wytchcraft.net / www.witchcraft.org / 
King’s Head and Bell, East St Helen’s St, Abingdon
CLIMATE CHANGE MEETING / Climate Crisis: How can we stop 
Eco-Armageddon? / Campaign Agnst. Climate Change / 7.30pm 
- admission free / www.campaigncc.org / The Vaults & Garden Cafe 
@ St Mary’s Church, High Street
CATHEDRALS, CULTURES AND FAITHS / The Very Revd Nicholas 
Coulton / 8pm / Friends’ Meeting House, 43 St Giles; Tel: 01865 
557373
ADDRESS BY MR. SIMON HEFFER / Speech on Politics. Title to 
be announced. / Trinity College PPE Society / 5.15pm - 6.30pm, 
Free / chengyan.sim@tri.ox.ac.uk / www.trinity.ox.ac.uk/jcr/events.
php?id=785 / Trinity College Arts Room
PUBLIC LECTURE / Ageing - and how to modify it. Lecture by 
Dr Paul Clayton / Speedwell and WellBeing Trust / 7.30p.m. 26 
January £2 door / speedwellbeing@tiscali.co.uk / Green College, 
Woodstock Rd

GIGS
Tues 25th

THE PUSSYCAT CLUB / www.thepussycatclub.co.uk / Oxford’s 
Funkiest Night Out, Great Music, Cheap Drink, Beautiful People / 
Doors 9.30; free B4 10. Entry £3 NUS, £4 without. 2-4-1 Cocktails 
until 10.30. / Po Na Na, Magdalen Street; Tel: 249171; Fax: 790422
LIVE & FREE  THE X / Every Tuesday - Open Mic Come Play/Sing/
Listen All Welcome / 8:00pm / Free / (No Poetry) / Exeter Hall Pub. 
1 Oxford Rd (corner of Cowley & Marsh Rds.); Tel: 01865 776431; 
www.exeterhall.co.uk
CHIARINA / Acoustic Jazz, Pop and Folk / 7.30 - 10pm / Free / Cafe’ 
Rouge, Little Clarendon St
BURLESK / Singing, dancing, black comedy and everything 
burlesque! / Carte Blanche Theatre Company / 9pm-2am / £5 / 
Jongleurs, Hythe Bridge St, Oxford; Tel: 01865 722851

Weds 26th
CATWEAZLE CLUB / Oxford’s acoustic performance space, for 
music, poetry, story and song, now in its eleventh magical year. 
£3.50/£2.50(performers/concs) / 8.30pm / Web: http://www.
catweazleclub.org / Northgate Hall, St Michael’s St
COROFIN & FRIENDS / Irish Folk Music - Every Wednesday / Live & 
Free @ The X / 8:30pm / Free / Exeter Hall Pub, 1 Oxford Rd (corner 
of Cowley & Marsh Rds.); Tel: 01865 776431; www.exeterhall.co.uk
LUIS D’AGOSTINO TRIO / Don’t miss this virtuoso guitarist.
Special guest: J. Hoare on trumpet / Music starts at 8.30pm / Free /  
luisdagos@msn.com / Chester Arms, Chester St, off  Iffl  ey Road

JOBS OFFERED

Are you a 2nd, 3rd or 4th year undergrad?

FANCY YOURSELF AS A JOURNALIST?
2 prizes of £1,000 to be won in

THE PHILIP GEDDES MEMORIAL PRIZE, & 
THE CLIVE TAYLOR PRIZE FOR SPORTS JOURNALISM

Full details available from http://www.geddesprize.org 
or Gill Powell at St Edmund Hall (01865 279003)

HOUSES & FLATS TO LET

Visit www.lucylucyproperties.co.uk for a wide variety 
of properties in the popular Jericho area
KENNINGTON. ONE BEDROOM self-contained fur-
nished flat. Ample parking. Available immediately. 
Professional person. £500pcm incl. (01865) 327298 / 
07766 707390
CLEAN, COMFORTABLE, FLORENCE PARK studio, quiet 
residential area, close to buses to town, shopping 
centre, park, Iffley walks. Use of washing machine. 
Suit professional person. £325 pcm. Contact 
07773949787/sabita_isabel@yahoo.co.uk
THREE BEDROOMED NEWLY decorated bungalow, 4 
Pickett Avenue, The Slade, Headington. Furnished or 
unfurnished, £750pcm. tel: 07866 735410. Now Avail-
able
NORTH OXFORD. NEW  luxury house. Non-smoking. 
Room £400/month. 07790480053.
MARSTON, DOUBLE ROOM, friendly professionals, 
garden, off-road parking. £280 incl. bills. 01865 
202658
CENTRAL NORTH OXFORD. Spacious 2 bedroom 
ground floor apartment in Victorian house. Imposing 
entrance, large sitting room, newly fitted bathroom, 
kitchen. Redecorated throughout, original wood 
floors. Terrace and good size shared garden. Two 
parking spaces in drive. £1100 pcm. Contact:07785 
943949

Part of North Oxford Property Services

Student Property Release:
Thursday 20 January 2005

Largest selection of quality 
student property in Oxford

OPEN MORNING: D’OVERBROECK’S COLLEGE, Inde-
pendent Sixth Form & Leckford Place School (age 
11-16). Saturday 5 February; 10am to 12.30pm. Entry 
into d’Overbroeck’s Sixth Form (for First or Second 
Year Sixth). Entry at age 11 or 13 into Leckford Place 
School (part of d’Overbroeck’s College) – Oxford’s 
new independent day school for girls and boys. 
Tel: 310000 for details. All welcome.

OXFORD TUTORS WANTED for summer programme in 
Oxford to teach Shakespeare, Modern British Drama, 
Natural World (Science), International Business, and 
British-American Media & Culture. Contact: Professor 
Valente: bvalente@sbu.edu for details. (dPhil candi-
dates welcome to apply)
HAVING A YEAR out? We are looking for an intelli-
gent, adaptable and reliable person with an interest 
in language to work as an assistant in our depart-
ment for a period of six months. The post would par-
ticularly suit someone seeking experience of office 
life in the year between school and university. Our 
department publishes dictionaries for learners of 
English as a foreign language, and your job will be 
to provide support for the editors.We currently have 
two posts available. For one of these a knowledge 
of Serbian would be an advantage.Please include 
details of GCSEs and A levels in your CV when sub-
mitting your application.A salary of £6 per hour will 
be offered together with a full range of supporting 
benefits.To apply please send a covering letter and 
CV to Emma Harte eltpersonnel.uk@oup.com

 INDIAN RESTAURANT & TAKEAWAY
(FULLY LICENSED)

Excellent cuisine at reasonable prices

THE STANDARD TANDOORI

-- Opposite the Phoenix Cinema --
For bookings, tel. 553557
117 Walton St, Oxford, OX2 6AJ. 

Open 7 days - 12 - 2.30pm, 6 - 11.30pm

DINING OUT IN OXFORD

lebanese restaurant
Good Food, Good Atmosphere, Open EVERY day!

6 Park End Street, Oxford  OX1 1HH
Telephone 01865 245710

AL-SALAM

LOADS MORE on
www.dailyinfo.co.uk

QUIET SINGLES. £200/£260 + bills. East-central. 
Broadband. 01865 396055. oxacc@hotmail.com
DBL ROOM RIVERSIDE  city center apartment. Until 
June. Postgraduate/professional. 07917032536. 
philip.pond@virgin.net
ROOMS TO LET,  Summertown area, £300 pcm. 07977 
495150 / 01865 514041
IFFLEY ROAD SINGLE  room, shared house. House has 
three bathrooms between six people, two shower-
rooms and two toilets. Available February to late 
August. £340 pcm, includes Council tax and water 
rates. For further details please contact Rose at Lucy 
Properties, tel: 01865 559973.
CENTRAL ROOMS AVAILABLE FOR FLEXIBLE LETS. 
Students aged 26 or under to live in houses shared 
with American university students. Most houses 
are in Jericho. Telephone, TV, video and wireless 
internet provided in all houses. £395 pcm all utili-
ties included. Please phone 01865 201132 or email 
housing@oxfordstudy.com for more information

LOVELY SPACIOUS ROOM for FEMALE in peaceful n/s 
women’s house in MARSTON, overlooking University 
Parks. Own TV and broadband access. 10 mins cycle 
to town. £350 pm inc bills. 250059.
COWLEY - TWO SINGLE ROOMS. All facilities, c/h etc. 
Available now. (01865) 772376
GREAT SINGLE 4-BED HOUSE  now until July. £288 
pcm + bills. davidst23@hotmail.co.uk (01865) 
200485
DOUBLE ROOM, MARSTON  in friendly professional 
house, garden, off-road parking, £280 incl bills. 
(01865) 202658
SINGLE ROOM TEMPLE  Cowley (G,7) Shared appart-
ment with one other NS £375.00 inc 07887 775272
3 ROOMS IN  lovely graduate East Oxford house-
share, from August. Broadband, dishwasher, cats. 
£300/£280 ben@erarch.net
LARGE ROOM IN S.H. OFF ABINGDON ROAD 15 min to 
City Centre. Suit Profs/Post grad £465.pcm inclusive 
of all bills. Also a large room suitable for a couple in 
a S.H. also off Abingdon Road 20 mins C.C.£495.pcm 
all inclusive. Tel 02380 275201 or 07986 718983

ROOMS TO LET

358 MORE on
www.dailyinfo.co.uk

6,000+visitors daily – easy to use:

your ads appear immediately any time, 

get a good response & aren’t expensive.www.dailyinfo.co.uk

BANDS, DISCOS & LIGHTS
DISCO PA & LIGHTING EQUIPMENT: hire 
and sales. 118 Cowley Rd. 01865 722027. 

DISCOS, KARAOKES AND EQUIPMENT 
HIRE: Dave Seamer Entertainments,  
 (01865) 240054

Bored of the lack of choice in the video shop?

Bid for 15 rental pass @ Videosyncratic 
(worth £45) and watch what you want!

Go to: www.dailyinfo.co.uk

Auction closes Thursday 27th January

EASTER & SUMMER THE PRINCIPAL, MM OXFORD 
STUDY SERVICES, 44 BLENHEIM DRIVE, OXFORD OX2 
8DQ. EMAIL: ENGLISH@MMOXFORD.CO.UK FAX NO. 
01865 311988. POSTS. We are currently recruiting for 
a variety of ELT positions - Senior Tutors, EFL Teach-
ers and Social/Sports Organisers. We have oppor-
tunities for lively and enthusiastic experienced and 
newly qualified teachers. Accommodation available. 
Please send full CV including the names of two ref-
erees & recent photo to: The Principal, MM Oxford 
Study Services, 44 Blenheim Drive, Oxford OX2 8DQ. 
Email: english@mmoxford.co.uk FAX No. 01865 
311988. 

144 MORE on
www.dailyinfo.co.uk

OFFICE SURPLUS
1.  Sharp AL1000 copier toner cartridges
    (AL-100TD), x 6.                           FREE!

2. Web authoring software for 
    Windows - Adobe GoLive.      OFFERS!

Buyer/taker (!!) collects from 
31 Warnborough Road, north Oxford. 

Enquiries - 01865 553377 / offi  ce@dailyinfo.co.uk

DATA PROJECTORS: hire and sales. 
01865 722027
RENT AN IMAC from £45.00/month, 
www.macfaction.co.uk / 01865 764091.
OXFORD MACINTOSH SOLUTIONS Ltd for all your Apple 
Macintosh Sales Services and Support. 0871 7170000 
http://www.omsuk.com

COMPUTERS 
FOR SALE/ HELP

113 MORE on
www.dailyinfo.co.uk

Quality English Language Lessons 
from £25 per week.

Choose from General English, Foundation 
Year, Business English, IELTS, Speaking & 

Listening and Grammar and Writing
British Study Centres Oxford

5 Cambridge Terrace
St Aldates

Oxford OX1 1UP
TEL: 01865 246620

oxford@british-study.com

www.british-study.com

TUITION
BIOLOGY AND CHEMISTRY GCSE & A-LEVEL tuition 
offered. Phone: 0777 558 2800
GCSE AND AS/A  level Easter revision courses at 
d’Overbroeck’s College, Oxford. Expert help enabling 
students to improve their grades. Leading providers 
of specialist courses with over 20 years experience. 
AS/A level: 2 subjects in 6 days. GCSE: 3 subjects in 5 
days. ISA accredited. www.doverbroecks.com/easter. 
Tel 01865 310000.

INTERNATIONAL CENTRE
FOR ENGLISH LANGUAGE STUDIES

ICELS

English For Everyone
(General English)

Registration: Thurs 27th January at 5pm
6pm-8pm, Tuesday & Thursday, 1 Feb - 17 March 2005 (£65)

For more information please contact ICELS on 01865 483874
Email: icels@brookes.ac.uk — Web: www.brookes.ac.uk/icels

- Develop your confi dence in speaking and listening
- Improve your English grammar, vocabulary and pronunciation
- Make new friends with students from a variety of cultures

ALEXANDER TECHNIQUE LESSONS, central Oxford 
and Headington. Student rates. Tel; 01865-765511. 
s.c@btinternet.com www.oxat.net
BIG OR SMALL WE SHIP IT ALL. 50% discount on 
packaging materials to all students who ship with 
us, free pick up in Oxford. Mail Boxes Etc., Summer-
town 01865 514655, Headington 01865 741729

SERVICES

66 MORE on
www.dailyinfo.co.uk

Recruitment Administrator
Location: Oxford
£13000  - £14000 (dependent on experience)
DialogueDirect Fundraising, based in Oxford, provides fundraising services for charities and not-for-profi t organisa-
tions including Amnesty International, Greepeace, Plan.
The Recruitment Administrator is responsible for all aspects of recruitment administration on a daily basis. 
Applicants will need: - Strong telecommunication & administration skills 
                    - Enjoy talking to people 
                    - Be patient, organised  
                    - Have experience of Word, Excel and preferably Access databases.
Please contact Kirsteen Macbrayne for an application form, role profi le and person specifi cation. The deadline for 
applications is January 28th.
Tel: 01865 297553 Fax: 01865 297529
Email: kmacbrayne@dialoguedirect.co.uk Web: www.dialoguedirect.co.uk

Headington — Town Furze / Dene Rd.

Lovely 1930s, furnished semi-detached house,

3 bedrooms, 2 recept rooms, garden, parking, CH. 

No smokers. £950pcm. Sharers or family.

07989 073403   or   (01865) 377781

ISIS PROPERTIES
 282 Cowley Road

01865 245222
lettings@isisproperties.co.uk

Student Properties Available
Wide Selection 1 -10 bedrooms

Jericho, East Oxford, Headington 
& Abingdon Road

Learn To Paint Matryoshka - 
From February!
Matryoshka is the proper name for the typically Rus-
sian nesting wooden dolls known as ‘Babooshka’ or 
‘Russian Dolls’.
From February, there will be the opportunity to learn 
how to create your very own Matryoshka at Oxford’s fi rst ever Matryoshka painting classes. It doesn’t matter if you are 
an absolute beginner at painting - come and discover your creative side and develop painting skills by learning this 
unusual and fun craft!  At the end of the short course you will be able to design and paint intricate patterns and will 
have your own Matryoshka souvenir to keep.
If you are an experienced painter and would like to paint Matryoshka at your own convenience, blank Matryoshka and 
wooden Easter Eggs are available direct from Russian Fairytale at 44 Cowley Road.
For more information about course prices and the class timetable, please email info@russianfairytale.com or call on 
07747 608833.

RUSSIAN DOLLS

DIRECTOR WANTED FOR  great new spoof science-fiction 
musical. kieron_winn@hotmail.com

THEATRICAL NEEDS

STUDENT HOMES. IT is only safe for you to rent when 
your money is protected by a Client Money Protec-
tion Scheme. Ask to see our Certificate, when you 
call for a list of our fantastic selection of homes all 
over the City. www.premier-residential-letting.co.uk. 
207 Cowley Road. 01865 792299

59 MORE on
www.dailyinfo.co.uk

WASHBURN MERCURY SERIES bass guitar, excellent 
tone, suitable for all styles. One loving owner - good 
condition, used but not abused. Reluctantly for sale at 
£350 ONO. Call 07718 907386 for viewing/info.
UPRIGHT PIANO, collect from Regent Street, East Oxford. 
Make me an offer! susannabandit@hotmail.com  
DRUMKIT CASES and  any hardware and/or parts. 
rory_walker@yahoo.co.uk 07863358280

MUSICAL EQUIPMENT 
SALES & WANTED

100 MORE on
www.dailyinfo.co.uk

THEATRE REVIEW
Currently showing at the Odeon George Street & Phoenix Picture House Cinemas:

A Very Long Engagement (15)
Dir: Jean-Pierre Jeunet

Audrey Tautou, Dominique Pinon, Jodie Foster

In Amélie, French director Jean-Pierre Jeunet looked at love through the eyes of Audrey Tautou’s ingénue 
waitress.  In A Very Long Engagement Audrey’s more mature eyes look for it again – this time in the mud and 
blood of World War I.  In 1917 fi ve French soldiers found guilty of self-mutilation are sentenced to death 
and sent unarmed into no-man’s land.  Mathilde’s (Tautou) fi ancé Manek (Gaspard Ulliel) is one of them.  
Believing he’s still alive, Mathilde wilfully hopes against hope and searches for the truth.  Fans of director 
Jeunet will know what to expect next – a labyrinthine tall tale shot through with bittersweet asides, black 
humour and ravishing photography.  And they won’t be disappointed.  

It takes someone of Jeunet’s vision and verve to pull off a romantic comedy cum mystery alongside gritty 
scenes of trench warfare. But telling its tale in a spiralling swirl of vignettes, Engagement isn’t easy to follow.  
The cast of characters weave in and out, asking us to écoutez and répétez their names, as we’ll need them 
later on.  The fi lm bounds us along like the shaggy-dog that it is and we’re soon hungry for the treats that 

Jeunet tosses our way.  Chief of which is Tautou’s 
Mathilde - the eternally optimistic but vulnerable 
woman, lamed by polio.  Given to fl ights of fancy, 
clutching at superstitious fate-tempting, Mathilde 
is still a sassy lass, doggedly following up leads and 
solving riddles.  There are cameos aplenty too – 
Jeunet favourite Dominique Pinon (Delicatessen, City 
of Lost Children, Amélie) as her supportive guardian 
and Jeunet fan Jodie Foster who asked for the part 
and displays her fl uent French in an affecting side-
story.   And there are trademark black touches – a 
zeppelin hovers inside a bomb-blasted hospital and 
why is a mysterious lady of the night killing off top 
French offi cers?  All will be revealed.  Indeed, with 
Jeunet’s blink-and-you’ll-miss-it approach every 
detail counts.  Loose ends will be tied - and there 
should be prizes for those who can explain them all 
afterwards.

Thanks to Amélie’s cinematographer Bruno Del-
bonnel, everything looks wonderful – the chocolate 
box countryside, the sepia of 1920s Paris, even the 
chilling aerial sweeps of the trenches.  The battle-
scenes are unfl inching and well-created.  And there 
are touching moments – the childhood meeting of 
Mathilde and Manek stands out – amid the tricksy 
plotting.  

Ultimately though, like Mathilde, Jeunet is an opti-
mist and A Very Long Engagement has a cheeky 
lightness of tone that keeps us entertained but 
somehow seems at odds with Mathilde’s – and our 
– emotional journey.  For all its artfulness, A Very 
Long Engagement is powered by the simple hope 
of its heroine.  And whatever you think of Jeunet’s 
fi lmmaking, like Mathilde, you’ll be aching to know 
whether her man is alive.  

Glenn Watson 23/01/05

OXFORD PUB REVIEW

Like an inner-city barn, this corner of Glouces-
ter Green is home to an array of people reaping a 
bumper crop of cheap pints.  
While the young free-range hens of Oxford’s public 
schools cluck and preen in the decked courtyard, 
a menagerie of animals fi lls the spacious bar area. 
A host of fat sows, slinking cats and studious owls 
frequent this jack-of-all-pubs and the atmosphere is 
suitably eclectic.  Or rather it would be, if there were 
actually any discernable atmosphere.
Whilst not totally soulless, at weekends The Goose 
is a rather insipid watering hole that seems like a 
pre-club holding pen, designed to let Park End sheep 
imbibe their bodyweight in alcohol as quickly and as 
cheaply as possible.
The Goose’s interior is large and the seating is com-
fortable, but it is the drinks prices that are the main 
attraction here.  The lager prices have steadily risen 
in the past few years but, generally, pints are some 
of the cheapest around, and regular offers on spir-
its and alco-pops lend The Goose a broad appeal.  

Broad enough to include 
a surprisingly large(ish) 
range of ales.  Shunning 
the popular approach of 
providing a sole tap of Tet-
ley’s Smooth, The Goose 
just about keeps CAMRA 
members happy with a 
selection that includes 
Adnams and Bombardier 
– just don’t expect them to be in stock at weekends.
During daylight hours, The Goose is an airy, well-lit 
pub that does a good job of sweeping its night-time 
excesses under the monotone carpet.  The food is 
cheap if unadventurous, and the large outdoor area 
is ideal for a summer afternoon of people-watching.
While the ubiquity of J.D. Wetherspoon has yet to hit 
Oxford, this cavernous cattle market is the closest 
you’ll get to that successful pack-‘em-in, sell-it-cheap 
ethos.

Thom Ayers, Jan 2005

zWe now have a new online guide to OXFORD PUB EVENTS z
(televised sport coverage, quiz nights, etc.).

Enter your listing for this section by visiting 
‘PUBS’ under ‘WHAT’S ON’ on 

www.dailyinfo.co.uk. 

The Goose, Gloucester Green

Garsington. Idyllic 1 bed cottage.  
Rent: £625. Available March 

Copse Lane, Marston.  Spacious two bedroom 
luxury furnished fl at.  Includes large living room 
with fi replace, fully fi tted kitchen with dishwasher 
and washer/dryer, bathroom with power shower.

Rent: £850. Available February
Penfold Court, Marston. Newly built two bedroom 
ground fl oor fl at. Includes open plan living/dining 
room, fully fi tted kitchen with washer/dryer and 
bathroom with shower over bath.       

Rent: £725. Available: March
Gaisford Road, Cowley. 1 bed fully furnished 
fi rst fl oor fl at. The property includes a living room, 
double bedroom, bathroom with bath and shower, 
kitchen and gas central heating. 

Rent: £600. Available: Early February

We have a selection of 3, 4 and 5 bed houses in 
Marston and East Oxford. Please contact us for 
more details:

info@collegeandcounty.biz   –  01865 722277

AUCTION


