
SINGLE £256PCM. DOUBLE £299PCM. Shared house. 
N/S. Refs req’d. Long Crendon (10m S.E. Oxford) A 
friendly place - a home from home. John 01844 
201338

CENTRAL WOODSTOCK. Lovely large room in beautiful 
character flat. Shared kitchen, bathroom, dining room 
and courtyard (with one other). Available 25th Feb to 
non-smoking professional. £110 per week including 
bills. Deposit and references required. Details: 07879 
845757

BEDROOM AND PRIVATE SITTING ROOM in quiet house 
off Abingdon Road, 1.7km South of City Centre. Share 
use of bathroom and kitchen with landlord. Available 
now to female postgraduate, academic or business 
woman (international applicants preferred) References 
exchanged. Rent £280 per month plus bills. (01865) 
794292 or john@storycircus.com 

GORGEOUS, SPACIOUS, FRIENDLY HOUSE off Iffley 
Road. Double with view over back garden/park. All 
facilities - parking - close to shops, buses. Apr.- Sept. 
£275 excl sally.stephens@queens.ox.ac.uk

DOUBLE AND SINGLE ROOM TO LET, Jericho, Oxford. 
Phone 07766 187036

DOUBLE ATTIC ROOM, great house off Iffley Rd, 
friendly housemates and cat. Looking for professional, 
£290/month plus bills. Available now 01865 248195

LOVELY DOUBLE, ENSUITE, 10 minutes walk city 
centre. Friendly shared house, young professionals, 
£330pcm, call Leah on 07788 773285

SINGLE. AVAILABLE NOW. All facilities. Microwave. 
Washing machine. Parking. 01865 772376 

ROOMS, HEADINGTON. £295pcm ono. James 0778 
8855323

BINSEY - FRIENDLY shared cottage. Parking. £350pcm plus bills, 
Tel:01865 251683 
IFFLEY ROOM FOR PROFESSIONAL FEMALE friendly shared 
house. £340excl (01865)243012 
KIDLINGTON 2 BED flat shared with other £260 female 
0186379261 
COWLEY ROAD, NR Plain Roundabout, Medium Room, House-
share £300incPCM 724457 
HUGE ROOM FOR ns couple. Headington from 9March. 113pw 
07771898543 
DOUBLE ROOM, FULLY Furnished Woodfarm £97s-£123double 
01865420601 
HEADINGTON 2 LARGE Rooms prof/stud £300 270pcm excl. 
07919441977 
SINGLE ROOMS BARTON Headington from £250 bills inclusive 
catherinecreations@hotmail.com 
STUDIO FLAT FOR £475 per month. 01865 556407 
LARGE ROOM FRIENDLY prof. house Iffley £285pcm 
ejwh@bgs.ac.uk 724705 
HOMESTAY ACCOMMODATION IN Summertown, suit female lan-
guage student. dawei50@hotmail.com 
LARGE ROOM IFFLEY Road in sociable shared house. £250pcm 
07818455103 
DOUBLE ROOM NEAR BMW BBLeys Shared House £60/week 
07876717418 
SINGLE ROOM JERICHO shared house. Available now. £310pcm 
inclusive. 07788672453 
FURNISHED DOUBLE, FRIENDLY house nr BMW, £285pcm inc 
bills 07803599094 
SINGLE ROOM, Cowley. £270inc bills 07714068657 / 
01865770886 
LITTLEMORE SINGLE ROOM Pref nonsmoking female £neg rate. 
Ann 01865775969(afternoon). 
COWLEY RD, LOVELY room, £280 inclusive 07754087685 avail-
able 28 feb 
SINGLE ROOM IN excellent house GreaterLeys £250pcm bills 
tel:07801063038 
LARGE ROOM FRIENDLY prof. house Iffley £285pcm 
ejwh@bgs.ac.uk 724705 
LTTLEMORE F/F 
DOUBLE, mod cons, 
parking £310excl 
07789267179 

Displayed at over 500 points from the station to Headington and Folly Bridge to Summertown - all colleges, departments and language schools.
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Oxford’s

Odeon Magdalen Street 
0870 5050007

THE HOURS (12A) Daily: 12.15, 3.00, 5.45, 8.30 
Streep,  Moore &  Kidman star in  fi lm from the director of 
Billy Elliot. See review at www.dailyinfo.co.uk

THE RING (15)  Daily: 12.30*, 3.30*, 6.15*, 9.00* 
US remake of recent excellent far eastern horror.

Ultimate Picture Palace 245288
THE CONFORMIST (18)  Wed & Thu: 9.15pm 
A young Fascist must kill his professor...

THE ROARING TWENTIES (PG)      Wed & Thu: 7.00pm 
Cagney & Bogart

Phoenix Picture House 512526
THE HOURS (12A)    Daily: 1.20, 3.50, 6.20, 8.50 
Streep, Moore &  Kidman star in  fi lm from the director of 
Billy Elliot. See review at www.dailyinfo.co.uk

THE MAGDELENE SISTERS (15)   Daily: 1.40, 4.10, 
6.40, 9.10 

‘Unrespectable’ girls kept as laundry slaves by Irish Cath-
olic church in 1960s. See review at www.dailyinfo.co.uk
Odeon George Street 0870 5050007

CHICAGO (12A) Daily: 2.15, 5.15, 8.00
Zellweger, Zeta-Jones & Gere do sex & violence, 
1920s-style. See review  at www.dailyinfo.co.uk
CATCH ME IF YOU CAN (12A)    Daily: 1.30*, 5.00*, 8.15*
Hanks, DiCaprio, Walken & Sheen in true story of a 
successful conman.  See review at www.dailyinfo.co.uk
TWO WEEKS’ NOTICE (12A)           Daily: 12.45, 3.30, 

6.15, 9.00 
Sandra Bullock & Hugh Grant in ‘stuff-you, Boss!’ fl ick
TREASURE PLANET (U)          Daily : 12:15, 2.30, 4.45
Disney does Treasure Island in space.
DAREDEVIL (15) Daily: 12.00, 3.00, 5.45, 8.15 
Justice is blind. So is Ben Affl eck.See review at 
www.dailyinfo.co.uk
8 MILE (15) Daily: 8.45
Eminem stars in biographical tale. See review at 
www.dailyinfo.co.uk
PUNCH DRUNK LOVE (15) Daily: 6.30
Adam Sandler is violent eccentric in romantic comedy. 
See review at www.dailyinfo.co.uk
FINAL DESTINATION 2 (15)                Daily: 7.00, 9.15 

(not Thu) 
19-year-old must save friends from marauding Death. 
See review at www.dailyinfo.co.uk
ODEON SENIOR SCREEN: ROAD TO PERDITION  (15)
 Wed: 10.45am*. Over 55s only!  
Tom Hanks in moving father/son mafi a story. See review 
at www.dailyinfo.co.uk

SPECIAL ADVANCE PREVIEW: ANALYZE THAT (15) 
Thu: 9.15* 

Crystal, De Niro & Kudrow return in sequel to ‘Analyze 
This’

* = Wheelchair access

CINEMA
 Until Thurs 27th February

Old Fire Station Theatre 297170
RETROSPECT            Tue 25th - Sat 1st Daily: 7.30pm  

plus Sat Mat: 2.30pm
Comedy/satire by Brian Mullin. OUDS New Writing 
Finalist

Burton Taylor Theatre 305350
SPLITTING ANNA          Tue 25th - Fri 31st: 7.30pm 

Sat 1st: 5.30pm 
OUDS New Writing Finalist

Oxford Playhouse 305305 
THE VAGINA MONOLOGUES      Mon 24th - Sat 1st

Mon-Thu: 7.30pm Fri & Sat: 5.30pm, 8.30pm 
Worldwide Phenomenon inspired by interviews with 
women. See review, right

Pegasus Theatre 722851
WILD GIRL, WILD BOY            Thu 27th & Fri 28th: 

1.30, 6.30pm 
Is he real? For 7 year olds and up

The Apollo Oxford 0870 6063500
THE RAT PACK Mon 24th: 7.30pm 
Musical show celebrating Ol’ Blue Eyes, Sammy 
Davis Jr. & Dino Martino. £13.50-£17.50

Moser Theatre, Wadham
TOO MUCH THE SUN                Tue 25th - Sat 1st 

Tue - Fri: 7.00pm Sat: 12.00pm 
OUDS New Writing Winner

THE FINE ART OF FALLING TO PIECES             
           Tue 25th - Sat 1st

 Tue - Fri: 9.00pm Sat: 8.00pm 
OUDS New Writing Finalist

O’Reilly Theatre,  Keble 
THE COLOUR OF JUSTICE            Tue 25th - Fri 28th 

Daily: 7pm  
Based on the transcripts of the Stephen Lawrence 
inquiry. Followed by ‘Shades of Grey’, a discussion 
on race as an institution (with Imran Khan & Chris 
Myant). Tickets from 305305 

THEATRE
 Until Thurs 27th February

BANDS, DISCOS, LIGHTS
DISCO PA & LIGHTING EQUIPMENT: hire 
and sales. 118 Cowley Rd. 01865 722027. 

DISCOS, KARAOKES AND EQUIPMENT 
HIRE: Dave Seamer Entertainments, 
(01865) 240054

BANDS, DISCO, KARAOKE, equipment 
hire, from ODS. 01865 736660

4 more on 
www.dailyinfo.co.uk!

PCFIXIT. No fix, no pay. Free 
consultation. Ring 01865243609. 
pcfixit@go.com

RENT AN IMAC with printer from 
£45.00/month, iBook from 
£65.00/month. www.macfaction.co.uk / 01865 
764091.

OXFORD MACINTOSH SOLUTIONS Ltd for all your 
Apple Macintosh Sales Services and Support. 0871 
7170000 www.omsuk.com

COMPUTERS 
FOR SALE/ HELP

50 more on 
www.dailyinfo.co.uk!

GIGS
OPEN MIC NIGHT / Mars Entertainments presents 
Delicious music. Free (band bookings call 07876 
184623 / 07989 028522) / 9-11pm / The Old Tom, St 
Aldates

CATWEAZLE CLUB / Oxford’s longest running acous-
tic performance club for musicians, poets, storytellers 
& performers. £3/£2. / 8.30pm / Northgate Hall, St 
Michael’s St

EWEN BAIRD GROUP / Ewen Baird (sax), Jez Cook 
(guitar), Jerry Soffe (bass), Haydn Callow (drums). 
Free / 9pm / Chester Arms, Chester St, off Iffl ey Road

THE UNIT AMA / BROWN OWL / YOUTH MOVIE 
SOUNDTRACK STRATEGIES / Vacuous Pop presents 
post-rock, quirky melodic rock & punky hardcore... £3 
(18plus) / Doors 8.30pm / Wheatsheaf, 129, High St 

KARL DEMATA / Blues guitar / 11pm-2am / Freud’s, 
Walton St; Tel: 311171

BULLINGON ARMS COMEDY CLUB / Norman Lovatt 
(‘Holly’ from Red Dwarf) & Steve Gribbin. Compere: 
Silky. Followed by northern soul disco! Phone for ticket 
info. / 8.30 for 9pm / Bullingdon Arms, 162 Cowley 
Road, Oxford; Tel: 244516

COMING

 INDIAN RESTAURANT & TAKEAWAY
(FULLY LICENSED)

Excellent cuisine at reasonable prices

THE STANDARD TANDOORI

-- Opposite the Phoenix Cinema --

For bookings, tel. 553557
117 Walton St, Oxford, OX2 6AJ. 

Open 7 days - 12 - 2.30pm, 6 - 11.30pm

FOOD

WHAT’S ON   *  ACCOMMODATION  *  JOBS

175 MORE 
Rooms To Let on 

www.dailyinfo.co.uk!

ROOMS TO LET

JOBS OFFERED        

JAPANESE NATIVE SPEAKER WANTED to help in con-
tacts with Japan. Please Telephone Roger Pitman 
01844 213303

THE SOUL OF EUROPE - exploring the spiritual and 
ethical values of Europe. The Soul of Europe requires 
a Project and Funding Researcher. Initially 16 
hours per week at £10 per hour, working from 
home. Experience required of project development 
or funding applications, ability to work with 
faith communities, and understanding of the lan-
guage of spiritual and ethical values. Email: 
richard.thomas@oxford.anglican.org with CV and 
brief application, or for further information.

 

     20 more on 
www.dailyinfo.co.uk!

GOING HOME? Got a lot of luggage / personal 
effects / papers? Don’t pay airline prices. Don’t lug 
it through airports and stations. U.K services avail-
able as well as foreign destinations. We can ship 
your personal effects back home at a fraction of the 
cost of airline excess baggage prices, and with none 
of the hassle. R.M BAGGAGE SERVICES. RING FREEP-
HONE 0800 0184268 

ALEXANDER TECHNIQUE LESSONS, central Oxford 
and Headington. Student rates. Tel; 01865-765511. 
s.c@btinternet.com www.oxat.net 

WORD PROCESSING, COPYPRINTING, FAX, photocopy-
ing services. Oxford 790096 / 01993 702804. 

VANOLOGY REMOVAL SERVICE. Reasonable rates. 
Local and long distance. Reliable. 01865-243609. 
vanology@go.com

 SERVICES OFFERED

PUBLICIZE YOUR SOCIETY HERE!
Put YOUR meetings or lectures up -
immediately, any time and free - at 

www.dailyinfo.co.uk.

CURATOR & THE COLLECTION / Dr Oliver Impey: 
‘Japanese works of art: purchases from the Story 
Fund’. £1.50. Tel. 278015 / 1.15pm / Ashmolean 
Museum, Beaumont Street. Opening times : Tues-Sat 
10am-5pm, Sun 2-5pm; Tel: 278000, Fax: 278018

THE BADMAEVS: TIBETAN MEDICINE IN RUSSIA 
AND THE WEST / Martin Saxer (visual anthropology, 
Zurich Uni.): fi lm & research project on the arrival of 
Tibetan medicine in the West / 5-6pm / ISCA, 61 Ban-
bury Road

SLADE LECTURE / ‘Rembrandt’s oeuvre: reduction & 
expansion’. Prof. Ernst van de Wetering. Public lecture, 
part of the ‘Reconstructing Rembrandt’ series. / 5pm / 
Lecture Hall, Taylor Institution, St Giles’, Oxford

DIGITAL PROJECTS IN OXFORD / Randolph Met-
calfe: ‘My Humbul’ / 1pm / Oxford University Comput-
ing Services, 13 Banbury Rd

DAVID PATTERSON SEMINAR: REFLECTIONS ON 
EMANCIPATION / Prof. David Sorkin (Wisconsin Univ./
All Souls College). All welcome. Minibus departs Play-
house: 6.40pm & 7.45pm. Leaves Yarnton: 9.45pm / 
Buffet from 7pm, lecture 8pm /  Yarnton Manor, Yarn-
ton.  Tel: 377946

OVEREATERS ANONYMOUS / Weekly 12 Step meet-
ing for anyone with an eating disorder. / 7.30pm - 
8.30pm / West Oxford Community Centre, Botley Rd.

OXFORD GAMELAN SOCIETY / Play the enchanting 
bronze orchestra of Java! Beginners welcome / Balfour 
Building, 60, Banbury Road, Oxford. Contact: Martyn 
Bull 01235 815470 or Pete Smith 01865 510815 /6pm

MEETINGS/LECTURES

 24 MORE 
Houses/Flats To Let on 

www.dailyinfo.co.uk

ACCOMMODATION 
WANTED

HIGH COURT JUDGE (female) from South Africa 
requires furnished one bed flat or ensuite bedsit 
with kitchenette near Wolfson College or central 
Oxford from 28th April to 28th June 2003. 
kathleensatchwell@iafrica.com

TUITION OFFERED

 21 MORE 
Tuition on 

www.dailyinfo.co.uk

11 MORE 
Jobs Offered on 

www.dailyinfo.co.uk!

THEATRE REVIEW

STUDENT LIST
A few remaining, conveniently located and well 

presented properties, mainly for four persons 
sharing, over the 2003-04 academic year.

For further details, or to arrange viewing,
contact Pearce Alder & Co, 01865 246502 

pearcealderco@talk21.com

Huge Maps, Posters, Notices & Scenery! 
Tel. 553377

IELTS classes every Monday 6-8.15pm

‘Special Interest’
English Language Classes

Every afternoon, Monday to Thursday

King’s School Oxford
Tel (01865) 711829

www.kingsoxford.co.uk

IELTS Preparation, Academic English, 
Business English, Cambridge Exam Practice, 

Media Studies, Oxford & British Life

HOUSES/FLATS TO LET
HEADINGTON. LUXURY 3/4 BED HOUSE with a con-
servatory, bathroom, kitchen with Rayburn, wooden 
floors throughout ground floor, garden and garage 
as well as off street parking. The property is in 
exceptional decorative order. The rental value is 
£1400 but is available at £1200 for 6 months from 
March 12th. 

HEADINGTON. LUXURY 5/6 BED HOUSE with large 
living/dining room, newly refurbished kitchen with 
dishwasher and 2 bathrooms (1 en-suite), wooden 
floors throughout. Fully furnished and gas centrally 
heated. Front and rear garden, off road parking. 
£1400 pcm Available March (six month let). 01865 
722277 info@collegeandcounty.biz

COLLEGE & COUNTY has a number of high quality 
3 and 4 bedroom properties suitable for pro-
fessional sharers - 6 month lets. Tel 722277 or 
info@collegeandcounty.biz

RIDICULOUSLY NICE HOUSE, Cowley Road, 5 Bed, 
recently refurbished. Kitchen/diner, living room, 
front and rear garden, bike shed, washing machine, 
microwave, etc etc. £1365 pcm, available July. Are 
we crazy? Call Harry 820534.

HEADINGTON, NEAR BROOKES UNIVERSITY. Luxury 
2 bed flat. £785pcm. Unfurnished but fully 
equipped kitchen & washer/dryer. 2 bathrooms. 
01865377781 LetsCo_gmg@yahoo.co.uk

DETACHED VILLAGE HOUSE. To let mid April to 
late July. 2 reception rooms, large kitchen, 3/4 bed-
rooms study. Garden and parking. Located Little 
Milton. £1000 p.m. Phone: 07970 132577

MORRELL AVENUE, SOUTH PARK. 3/4 bedrooms, 
fully furnished, beautifully decorated, well-kept 
garden, access to park. Available from April 1st to 
July 31st. £1200pcm. Call 01865 251634.

FULLY-FURNISHED HOUSE, well appointed, for one 
year from August 2003. Would suit six university 
students. Iffley Road. Telephone 01235 833626

HOUSES / FLATS / ROOMS AVAILABLE NOW! 
SOUTHGATE PROPERTY MANAGEMENT 
www.southgateproperties.co.uk  
Phone 07748 962646

CAR FOR SALE
VW 1.4 Polo. R reg. Full VW his-
tory. 56,000 miles. Good con-
dition. Metallic silver. Contact 
07748 113167 or 0x. 725042

PART TIME CHEF WANTED

Above average wages, plus tips!
 Ring Charles: 793793
 Email: charles@savannah.co.uk
 Call in: SAVANNAH Restaurant, 
  17 Park End Street (by Saïd 
  Business School & station). 

MALE OR FEMALE - 
CAN YOU COOK WELL?

Work with real food - everything 
cooked on the premises

70 MORE 
Accommodation wanted 
on www.dailyinfo.co.uk!

COMPETITION

46 more on 
www.dailyinfo.co.uk!

Oxford Amnesty Lectures 2003
present

Stuart Hall
Former Director, Centre for Cultural Studies, 

University of Birmingham. 
Wed 26 February, Sheldonian Theatre, 5.30pm

Tickets on door £6 (£4 conc) Season tickets £36 (£24)

All proceeds to Amnesty International

Full and Part-time 
Telephone Fundraisers

The Phone Room is looking for  ambitious, moti-
vated and results-focused people who thrive 
in a fun, team-based environment. We offer an 
excellent starting salary from £6 per hour.
Available shifts:  12:30-5pm  and 6-9pm 
Monday to Friday plus weekend day shifts. 
You will need to be able to work at least one week-
end shift (3 Hours). Interested? Talk to Helen, 
Alistair or Geoff on 01865 324282/ 324283

GOD: A GUIDE FOR THE PERPLEXED. Author Keith 
Ward will be talking about his new book at Borders, 
1-12, Magdalen Street, Oxford on Wednesday 26th 
February at 7pm. Free event. Tel. Borders on 01865 
203 901 for further details

CAMBRIDGE EXAM COURSES
FCE & CAE start 17th March

Places still available -
  book now!

5 Cambridge Terrace 
(off Albion Place) 

 Call: 246620

SPANISH LESSONS GIVEN:-)! ALL ages & levels native 
teacher.akasha8@mixmail.com 
IRISH BAND WANTED College party 14th March 
colin1979@hotmail.com 
QUALIFIED NATIVE TEACHER teaches SPANISH - ALL LEVELS 
Tel: 01235 522347 
FEMALE VOCALIST WTD, duo, trio work 07901 762202 
LIFT WANTED TO Croughton, Brackley, m-f: afternoons. Will 
pay. 01869810546 evenings. 
DIFFICULTY STRUCTURING ESSAYS? Assistance with any sub-
ject 0787 6277 342 
ENGLISH TEACHER REQUIRED ONE-to-one teaching accomo-
dation within family home teacher@hblanguage.com 
CLEANER WANTED, TEMPLE Cowley, Wednesday mornings, 
1&1/2hrs, £12 Tel:776205 
SUPERVISOR / ADMINISTRATOR for e-tailer, flexible hours - 
www.justa2nd.com, 
tristan@justa2nd.com 

EXPERIENCED CHILD CARER wanted £5/hr Tel 516758 
BUTCHER REQUIRED. EXECELLENT rates/benefits call 
07900411340 matthew@aldenoxford.co.uk 
VOLUNTEERS WANTED FOR HOMELESS Befriending Project - 
oxbefriendscheme@crinet.co.uk or 07967974105 

BIG OR SMALL WE SHIP IT ALL: also 24-hour 
photocopying, private mailing addresses (24-hour 
access and forwarding worldwide), binding, fax 
bureau and much more. Mail Boxes Etc. Summer-
town 01865 514655, Heading-
ton 01865 741729 

The Vagina Monologues
Oxford Playhouse until Sat. 1st

 

I’m a man. I don’t have a vagina. And so 
it was with some apprehension that I went 
to see The Vagina Monologues (Playhouse, 
until 1st March). Even though this show has 
been around for seven years, originally per-
formed in New York, I had never seen it, 
being somewhat intimidated by the title. I 
guess I see myself as a kind of lazy-male-
pro-feminist-21st-Century nearly-new man. 

Really, I don’t know what I feared. It turns 
out that demystifying the vagina is an enter-
taining, enlightening, and touching experi-
ence. For that is what Vagina Monologues 
is about; three women dressed in black in 
a deep red, sensuous set, telling stories by 
women and their vaginas. 

That’s two paragraphs, and already five 
mentions of the word vagina. Yes, let’s say 
it: vagina, vagina, vagina! In the ninety min-
utes spent in the company of Rula Lenska, 
Tilly Blackwood and Jenny Jules you will 
hear this word, and many more alternatives, 
more times than I expect you’ve ever heard 
it in your life. You’ll even be shouting pos-
sibly the most taboo euphemisms yourself 
during the show. 

It’s a wonderful experience - there is excite-
ment from hearing the frank discussions of 
female sexuality; at once a mix of mild but 
pleasant shock, a real empathy and hap-
piness at hearing mention of aspects of 
womanhood that you possibly have never 
shared before (clearly *I* can’t truly share 
this empathy, but this is what my compan-
ions told me). There is also an empowering 
sense in the show; one that makes you 
wonder why on earth we don’t talk this 
freely about sexuality all the time. This is 
a show by women, about women, but cer-
tainly not just for women. 

The three stars of the show complement 
each other. The maturity and deepness of 
Rula Lenska plays off the liquid tones of 
Jenny Jules and the playful joy of Tilly 
Blackwood. The scripted banter between 
the women flows well, and forms easy inter-
ludes between the monologues themselves; 
these are the stories of women and their 
vaginas from around the world. They vary 
from the touching stories of elderly women 
discovering their own sexuality, through the 
tragic stories of teenagers in Bosnia, to the 
exciting spectacle of triple orgasms. Not 
something seen on the Playhouse stage 
before, I would imagine.
In my mind the performance did more than 
just entertain; after your initial reactions 
to the monologues - mainly laughter, but 
some intense sadness, and some anger - 
you then question your own attitudes. This 
is what makes the show so powerful for 
men as for women. You will certainly be 
entertained and enlightened by The Vagina 
Monologues, and you will also be dwelling 
on it for a good while afterwards.

Andy Cotgreave, 23.02.03

The Ring
Odeon Magdalen St. until Thu. 27

Want to see a truly great horror 
film about a videotape which brings 
death to its viewers exactly seven 
days after they watch it, and about 
the desperate attempts of a young 
mother to unravel the tape’s myster-
ies before she, her son and her ex-
husband all succumb to its curse? 
Then see Hideo Nakata’s Japanese 
ghost flick ‘Ring’, and fall under 
its chilling spell. 

Alternatively, you could see Gore 
Verbinski’s ‘The Ring’, a Hollywood 
remake (if not quite a reimagining) 
of Nakata’s film. The lengthened 
title says it all: what you have here 
is essentially the same film, but 
with the addition of some (mostly 
unnecessary) detail. In the origi-
nal, there are hints that the young 
boy and his father have psychic abil-
ities; in the remake, the father’s 
only ability is to look good while 
being gormless, whereas the son’s 
prophetic powers have become far 
more prominent. This proves to be 
something of an irrelevant distrac-
tion: a creepy bug-eyed kid receiv-
ing messages from the dead certainly 
has its place, but that place is ‘The 
Sixth Sense’, and it is about time 
that Hollywood horror dared to jump 
out from under that film’s shadow.

Director Gore Verbinski has a first 
name perfectly suited to horror, and 
his direction is suitably slick and 
visceral. Expect all sorts of sub-
liminal flashes, hallucinatory dis-
tortions and moody settings; and 
the videotape itself is a stream 
of gritty, flickering images looking 
like something from an early Bunuel 
film, and every bit as unnerving. 

FILM REVIEW

Verbinski is best known for creating 
the Budweiser frogs, but ‘The Ring’ 
shows that he also knows a thing or 
two about how to wrangle flies. 

Naomi Watts, who has played a woman 
trapped in a nightmare once before 
(‘Mulholland Drive’), is fine here 
in the lead role, and her character 
has been made somewhat more resource-
ful than in the original. The young, 
long-haired girl at the centre of 
the curse was the most terrifying 
element of the original film, but 
here, played by Daveigh Chase, she 
looks more like the girl nextdoor, 
and it is only the soundtrack and 
fast editing which make her scenes 
seem even remotely scary. Brian Cox, 
as the girl’s father, puts in his 
usual excellent performance, but his 
part (another addition to the origi-
nal) is terribly written.

In fact all of the film’s problems 
stem from its rewritten script (by 
Ehren Kruger), which proves to be an 
inferior copy of Hiroshi Takahashi’s 
original. Everything that made the 
Japanese ‘Ring’ find its way into 
the darkest well of our fears - its 
subtle suggestiveness, eerie obliq-
uity and open-endedness - has here 
been explained away, laid bare, and 
tied together so completely that 
we are left with little to do but 
just sit there and admire the view. 
In making everything so much more 
explicit than its Japanese twin, 
‘The Ring’ leaves less to the imagi-
nation - and that is where ghosts 
really reside.      

Not bad, but why see a film about a 
killer video tape when you can see 
the original on video?

Anton Bitel, 23.02.03


