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CINEMA
 Until Thu 27th Jan
Ozone Multiplex (0870 444 3030)

ALEXANDER [15]   Daily: 5.20pm
Macedonian mayhem with Colin Farrell

BRIDGET JONES: THE EDGE OF REASON [15] � 
Hugh, Colin and Rennee return. Daily: 12.00, 3.00, 8.45pm
CLOSER [15] � Mon-Thurs: 12.30, 3.00, 5.45, 8.55pm 
An intriguing story of passion, drama, love, and abandonment.
ELEKTRA [12A]     Fri & Mon - Thu:12.25, 3.25, 7.00, 9.15pm 
Girls with swords... 
LADDER 49 [12A] Daily: 12.30, 3.30, 6.00, 9.00pm
A bond forged by fi re is never broken.
MEET THE FOCKERS [12A]  � Thu 5.15, 7.45
Meet the Parents 2...
MILLION DOLLAR BABY [12A]     
 Fri & Mon-Thu: 12.00, 3.15, 6.00, 8.40pm 
A hardened fi ghter-cum-trainer works with a determined woman in her attempt to 
establish herself as a boxer.
RAY [15] Daily: 12.45, 4.00, 8.25pm
Biopic of the late, great Ray Charles
TEAM AMERICA: WORLD POLICE[15]  

Fri & Mon-Thurs: 12.30, 3.30, 6.15, 9.05pm 
Puppet genius from creators of South Park.

THE AVIATOR [12A] Daily: 1.00, 4.30, 8.00pm
Biopic of Howard Hughes with Leonardo Di Caprio.

THE PHANTOM OF THE OPERA [15]        
Mon - Thu: 12.00, 4.00, 7.45pm

Andrew Loyd Webber makes it to the big screen.

Odeon George St (0871 2244007)

A VERY LONG ENGAGEMENT [15]    Daily: 12.30, 4.15, 7.30
Audrey Tatou in World War I drama.
CLOSER [15]  � Mon -  Thu: 2.45, 5.45, 8.30pm
Standard RomCom with Jude Law and Julia Roberts.
ELEKTRA [12A]  Mon - Thu: 1.30, 3.45, 6.00, 8.00
Jennifer Garner in kid’s action fantasy.
MILLION DOLLAR BABY [12A] Thu: 12.15pm
Clint Eastwood’s girl-power boxing movie.
RAY [15] Daily: 1.15, 4.45, 8.00pm
Biopic of blind musician Ray Charles.
TEAM AMERICA: WORLD POLICE [15] 

Thu:  1.45, 4.00, 6.30, 8.45
Puppet genius from creators of South Park.
WHITE NOISE [15]  Thu: 3.00
Michael Keaton hearing scary voices from his TV
MEET THE FOCKERS [12A]
Meet the Parents 2... 

Thu: 5.15, 7.54pm

Odeon Magdalen St (0871 2244 007)
MEET THE FOCKERS [12A]
Meet the Parents 2... Thu: 1.00, 3.30, 6.00, 8.30pm
MILLION DOLLAR BABY [12A]  

 Mon-Thu: 2.15,5.15, 8.00 
Clint Eastwood’s girl-power boxing movie.
TEAM AMERICA: WORLD POLICE [15] 

Mon-Thurs 1.30, 4.00, 6.30, 8.45 
Puppet satire from creators of South Park.
THE AVIATOR [12A]                            Thurs 12.15, 4.00, 7.45
Biopic of Howard Hughes with Leonardo Di Caprio.

Phoenix Picture House (512526)

2046 [12A]  Mon - Thurs: 1.30, 6.45 (no 6.45 on Tue)
Chinese sci-fi   
A VERY LONG ENGAGEMENT [15]  �

 Mon - Thurs: 3.30, 6.15, 9.00
Audrey Tatou in World War I drama  
BEING JULIA [12A] Mon, Tue, Thu: 1.10 
Bitter romantic comedy, backstage in 1930s London.
DONNIE DARKO [15]  Thu: 11.30pm
A boy’s life is changed by a mystical evil rabbit.
ENDURING LOVE [15] Thu: 11.30pm
An academic (Daniel Craig) is traumatised by a balloon accident.
SAW [18] Mon - Thu: 3.30, 6.15, 9.00
Gory yet suspenseful horror fl ick a la Se7en.  
THE BIG SCREAM: BEING JULIA [12A]  Wed: 11.30am
Exclusive screening for parents with children under one.
VERA DRAKE [12A] Mon, Wed, Thu: 4.00, 9.00
Gritty abortionist drama 

Ultimate Picture Palace(245288)

HOUSE OF FLYING DAGGERS [15] Daily: 7.15, 9.30pm
Martial Arts extravaganza.

� = review on www.dailyinfo.co.uk

THEATRE
Until Thu 27th Jan

Burton Taylor Theatre (305305)

LARAMIE PROJECT � Tue 25 - Sat: 29: 7.30pm
Murder of a gay man leaves a town devastated by intolerance in their community, £4/5

LE FAY � Tue 25 - Sat 29: 9.30pm
Stories, weavers and witches, £4/5

O’Reilly Theatre, Keble College 

ENTER A FREE MAN � Tue 25 - Sat 29
Daily: 7.30 Sat: 2.30, 7.30pm

Witty & engaging early Stoppard comedy, £7.50/£5.50

Oxford Playhouse (305305 )

THE PILLOWMAN    Thu 27 - Sat Feb 5: 2.30, 7.30
UK tour of the 2004 Olivier Award winner

Old Fire Station Theatre (297170)
SOME VOICES � Tue 25 - Sat 29

Daily: 7.30pm, Sat: 2.30 and 7.30pm 
Love, violence, madness - an arresting drama of life on the edge, £5.50-£8.50

Pegasus Theatre (722851)

HOPE FOR HUMANITY Thu 27th: 7pm
Series of dramatic performances for Holocaust Memorial Day, £3.50

Unicorn Theatre (Tickets: Abingdon 

Information Centre, 01235 522711)

TERRY PRATCHETT: GOING POSTAL
Tue 25 - Sat 29: 7.30/2.30

Dramatisation of Pratchett’s latest Discworld novel, Tickets - £7

Didcot Civic Hall
THE MAN IN THE MOON Thu 27 - Sat 29
Thu & Fri: 7.30pm Sat: 10.30am, 2.30pm, 7.30pm 

Newly-written traditional-style panto / £6 (£4)

� = review on www.dailyinfo.co.uk

MEETINGS/LECTURES
Thu 27th

I LIVED WITH AN ANGEL / Have an enlightening, entertaining 
evening with a world renowned yogi. / Brahma Kumaris / 7.30 
pm. Admission Free. /info@globalretreatcentre.org / www.
globalretreatcentre.org.uk/angel/index.htm / Oxford Town Hall. 
109-113 St Aldate’s; Tel: 252195
LIGHT FANTASTIC / A talk probing how Einstein’s work led to the 
invention of the laser / MPS Division/Oxford University / Doors 
open from 6pm FREE entry / zareen.ahmed@mps.ox.ac.uk / www.
physics.ox.ac.uk/schools.asp?page=events / Martin Wood Theatre. 
Parks Road (opp. Keble College); Tel: 01865-798600 (305305 after 
1 December)

Fri 28th
STORYTELLING / OXTALES storytelling circle continues its 
monthly storytelling evenings / 28/1, 25/2, 18/3, 7.30 / Friends’ 
Meeting House. 43 St Giles; Tel: 01865 557373
CUMNOR CHOIR REHEARSAL / First Rehearsal of Stainer’s 
Crucifi xion. Tenors and Basses wanted / Cumnor Choral Society 
/ Weekly: 7.30 to 9.30 pm / Ann.willmott@btinternet.com / The 
Chapel, Westminster Institute of Education, Harcourt Hill Campus

Are you a 2nd, 3rd or 4th year undergrad?

FANCY YOURSELF AS A JOURNALIST?
2 prizes of £1,000 to be won in

THE PHILIP GEDDES MEMORIAL PRIZE, & 
THE CLIVE TAYLOR PRIZE FOR SPORTS JOURNALISM

Full details available from http://www.geddesprize.org 
or Gill Powell at St Edmund Hall (01865 279003)

NORTH OXFORD - Beautiful 2-bedroom (1 double, 
1 single) furnished flat, with spacious living 
room, bathroom and kitchen, £895pcm. Available 
immediately. Professionals only. No smoking or pets. 
Contact 01865 302311 (ask for property 2417) or 
NorthOxfordFlat@hotmail.co.uk
1 BEDROOM FLAT, Summertown. Gch, fully furnished, 
excellent conditions. Quiet, close to shops, unrestricted 
parking. Single n-s professional, references. £750 
pcm/excl. 01865 556053 – lottie002uk@yahoo.co.uk
BARTLEMAS ROAD – beautiful 4-bed house available 
August 2005. Excellent decor – NO FEES! 07711 
719048 or oxford2005@hotmail.co.uk

HOLYWELL MUSIC ROOM Saturday 29th January 
7.30pm. RAUTIO PIANO TRIO International prize 
winning artists. Mozart, Ravel, Brahms. £8 (£5) 
esgmusic@eclipse.co.uk / 01392 254097
SATURDAY 29TH JANUARY: Benefit choral concert 
by Oxford Collutorium, conductor Will Orr, including 
Tallis - motets, Howells - Mass in Dorian Mode and 
Steve Martland - Skywalk. In aid of the Luther Street 
Centre (medical care for the homeless in Oxford). 
Tickets on the door £8 (£5 cons). 8.00pm Keble 
College Chapel, Parks Rd. www.oxfordcollutorium.
org.uk 
GNOSTIC CHRISTIANITY. DR CELIA GREEN, informal talk 
with free buffet meal, Bat and Ball Inn, Cuddesdon. 
Tuesday 1st February, 3rd week at 3.30pm. www.
celiagreen.com
OPEN MORNING: D’OVERBROECK’S COLLEGE, 
Independent Sixth Form & Leckford Place School (age 
11-16). Saturday 5 February; 10am to 12.30pm. Entry 
into d’Overbroeck’s Sixth Form (for First or Second 
Year Sixth). Entry at age 11 or 13 into Leckford Place 
School (part of d’Overbroeck’s College) – Oxford’s 
new independent day school for girls and boys. Tel: 
310000 for details. All welcome.

OFFICE MANAGER, OXFORD. 22.5 hours pw £14,000-
£16,500 pro rata pa. Sustrans, sustainable transport 
charity. You will need office experience, proven 
administrative abilities and effective communication 
skills. See www.sustrans.org.uk for more information 
or telephone Pam Mitchell on 0117 926 8893.

 INDIAN RESTAURANT & TAKEAWAY
(FULLY LICENSED)

Excellent cuisine at reasonable prices

THE STANDARD TANDOORI

-- Opposite the Phoenix Cinema --
For bookings, tel. 553557
117 Walton St, Oxford, OX2 6AJ. 

Open 7 days - 12 - 2.30pm, 6 - 11.30pm

DINING OUT IN OXFORD

lebanese restaurant
Good Food, Good Atmosphere, Open EVERY day!

6 Park End Street, Oxford  OX1 1HH
Telephone 01865 245710

AL-SALAM

LOADS MORE on
www.dailyinfo.co.uk

SINGLE ROOM (G7) in furnished apartment, parking, 
ensuite, sharing with one other NS professional, 
£430 inclusive 07747 454702 ox4flat@yahoo.co.uk
IFFLEY ROAD SINGLE room, shared house. House has 
three bathrooms between six people, two shower-
rooms and two toilets. Available February to late 
August. £340 pcm, includes Council tax and water 
rates. For further details please contact Rose at Lucy 
Properties, tel: 01865 559973.
MARSTON ROAD – Lovely furnished room available 
NOW. Suit female, n/s professional. Close to JR, 
Brookes and ring road. £75pw plus bills. Contact 
07865 083136, Ranu_1@hotmail.com
CENTRAL ROOMS AVAILABLE FOR FLEXIBLE LETS. 
Students aged 26 or under to live in houses shared 
with American university students. Most houses 
are in Jericho. Telephone, TV, video and wireless 
internet provided in all houses. £395 pcm all utilities 
included. Please phone 01865 201132 or email 
housing@oxfordstudy.com for more information
VISIT WWW.ALL-ROOMS.COM/oxfordshire/oxford/
hotels.htm for a guide to oxford hotels, guest houses 
& other accommodation.
ROOMS TO LET, Summertown area, £300 pcm. 07977 
495150 / 01865 514041

LOVELY DOUBLE ROOM with bathroom in 2 bedroom 
luxury aparment, North Oxford (mapC3). Parking 
space available. Suit professional female. Share with 
1 other. No smoking/pets. Avaliable 14/02, £450pcm 
excl. carolynshearsmith@yahoo.co.uk
NICE LARGE ROOM HEADINGTON, £330 all bills 
included and free broadband. 07780 603558
SUMMERTOWN, ROOMS AVAILABLE for shortlet 
1/02/05-31/03/05 large room £450pcm (£500 for 
couples); small room £350pcm. Both inclusive of 
bills & council tax. 07900 081234
SINGLE ROOM, HOWARD STREET (Between Cowley/
Iffley Road) very nice and friendly house with garden. 
Professional. March. 07891 747870.
DOUBLE ROOM IN furnished house in Headington/
Cowley area. Suit professional, sharing with one 
other. Parking, garden. £460 pcm incl. with cleaner. 
Call Anna 07779 154324
GOOD VALUE DOUBLE, Percy Street, Professional N/S,
broadband, parking. £285pcm excl. Available now. 
07769 695502/smedw@hotmail.com
SMALL ROOM, QUIET East Oxford shared house. 
£250, bills. Stephen, Oxford 250290.
ABINGDON ROAD, LARGE room for professional in 
shared house with two others, £350pcm, tel. 07932 
981347 388 MORE on

www.dailyinfo.co.uk

6,000+visitors daily – easy to use:

your ads appear immediately any time, 

get a good response & aren’t expensive.www.dailyinfo.co.uk

138 MORE on
www.dailyinfo.co.uk

OFFICE SURPLUS
1.  Sharp AL1000 copier toner cartridges
    (AL-100TD), x 6.                           FREE!

2. Web authoring software for 
    Windows - Adobe GoLive.      OFFERS!

Buyer/taker (!!) collects from 
31 Warnborough Road, north Oxford. 

Enquiries - 01865 553377 / offi  ce@dailyinfo.co.uk

COMPUTERS
FOR SALE / HELP

DATA PROJECTORS: hire and sales. 
01865 722027

RENT AN IMAC from £45.00/month, 
www.macfaction.co.uk / 01865 764091.

OXFORD MACINTOSH SOLUTIONS Ltd for all your Apple 
Macintosh Sales Services and Support. 0871 7170000 
http://www.omsuk.com

SERVICES
LOOKING FOR CHILDCARE?  Experienced childminder 
has vacancies for children from 18 months old – 
also vacancy for after school care. References 
supplied. OFSTED inspected and registered. New 
Hinksey area/off Abingdon Road – 07930-564846 
dngoddard@onetel.com
OXFORD COUNSELLING AND  Psychotherapy Service. 
Confidential. www.oxfordcounselling.co.uk – For 
referrals: (01865) 515324 / 790687.
BIG OR SMALL WE SHIP IT ALL. 50% discount on 
packaging materials to all students who ship with us, 
free pick up in Oxford. Mail Boxes Etc., Summertown 
01865 514655, Headington 01865 741729

56 MORE on
www.dailyinfo.co.uk

ISIS PROPERTIES
 282 Cowley Road

01865 245222
lettings@isisproperties.co.uk

Student Properties Available
Wide Selection 1 -10 bedrooms

Jericho, East Oxford, Headington 
& Abingdon Road

THEATRICAL NEEDS
DIRECTOR WANTED FOR great new spoof science-
fiction musical. kieron_winn@hotmail.com

2 BEDROOM FLAT in excellent condition, Temple 
Cowley area available from the 1st February. £750pm 
Phone Mr Reid 07881621465
STUDENT HOMES. IT is only safe for you to rent 
when your money is protected by a Client Money 
Protection Scheme. Ask to see our Certificate, when 
you call for a list of our fantastic selection of homes 
all over the City. www.premier-residential-letting.
co.uk. 207 Cowley Road. 01865 792299 

WASHBURN MERCURY SERIES bass guitar, excellent 
tone, suitable for all styles. One loving owner - good 
condition, used but not abused. Reluctantly for sale at 
£350 ONO. Call 07718 907386 for viewing/info.
UPRIGHT PIANO, collect from Regent Street, East Oxford. 
Make me an offer! susannabandit@hotmail.com  
DRUMKIT CASES and  any hardware and/or parts. 
rory_walker@yahoo.co.uk 07863358280

MUSICAL EQUIPMENT 
SALES & WANTED

112 MORE on
www.dailyinfo.co.uk

z z z
We now have an online guide to
OXFORD PUB EVENTS
(televised sport coverage, quiz nights, etc.)

z z z
Enter your listing for this section by 

visiting  ‘PUBS’ under ‘WHAT’S ON’ 
at www.dailyinfo.co.uk

z z z

Bored of the lack of choice in the video shop?

Bid for 15 rental pass @ Videosyncratic 
(worth £45) and watch what you want!

Go to: www.dailyinfo.co.uk

Auction closes Thursday 27th January

COMING

AUCTION

JOBS OFFERED

ROOMS TO LET

HOUSES & FLATS  TO LET

Project Co-ordinators
We are looking to recruit Modern Language Graduates 
to work in translation projects.  Among other tasks the 

role involves project administration and translation 
memory management.  The role will be offi ce based 
within Oxford and will require the candidate to work 

closely with others in a small team.  

Candidates must be computer literate (Microsoft 
Offi ce), have an interest in good customer relations 

and dealing with outworkers, and ideally have previous 
experience of working in an offi ce environment.  

A knowledge of CAT tools would be advantageous.
Salary range: dependant on qualifi cations and 

experience. For further information about the company 
please visit our website: www.aldentranslations.com

To apply please send your CV and a covering letter to:
Fabiana Pereyra, Offi ce Manager

Alden Translations, The Press Building
Osney Mead, Oxford OX2 0EF

Alternatively, send applications to the following e-mail 
address: fpereyra@alden.co.uk

Start date of job: From April 2005 
Full time post – Hours of work 8.45 am - 4.45 pm

αβγδ

Join a Truly International Team
Temporary positions 24-40 hrs / week. Day and evening shifts available.

We are currently looking for

German Interviewers
& English Interviewers

(Native Speakers) 

You will need to bring excellent communication and good keyboard skills.
Frost & Sullivan provide project/industry specifi c training.

Wage depending on language (£7.50 - £8.50 /hr).
The hourly rate includes basic + holiday contribution.

Our offi ce is based at the Oxford Business Park.

If you are interested please send your CV and availability:

by email: sonia.asuncion@frost.com
 4100 Chancellor Court, Oxford Business Park South, Oxford, OX4 2GX

www.frost.com

The Global Growth Consulting and Training Company

M C S
Oxford

HMC,  boys -

Biology Teacher
Full time or part time ( minimum) available

Required from September 2005, a bright, able graduate to 
teach from Year 7 to A level and Oxbridge. Th is position 
would suit a newly qualifi ed graduate or one with greater 

experience.  Salary includes MCS 9% allowance and 
relocation expenses of £2,000 to those on point 2 or below.  

Th e ability to teach some Chemistry would be advantageous.

Letter of application, full CV and details of two referees, 
should be sent to the Master (from whom full details 

may be obtained) by the closing date of 
Monday st January .

M C S, O,  
Telephone     Fax  

Email: master@mcsoxford.org

Th e Sunday Times Independent School of the Year

DISCO PA & LIGHTING EQUIPMENT: hire 
and sales. 118 Cowley Rd. (01865) 722027. 

DISCOS, KARAOKES & EQUIPMENT HIRE: 
Dave Seamer Entertainments,

(01865) 240054

BANDS, DISCOS & LIGHTS

TUITION
GCSE/A-LEVEL SCIENCE/MATHS TUITION - friendly, 
qualified teacher & PhD student. Ben: 07866 740431
BIOLOGY AND CHEMISTRY GCSE & A-LEVEL tuition 
offered. Phone: 0777 558 2800
GCSE AND AS/A-level Easter revision courses at 
d’Overbroeck’s College, Oxford. Expert help enabling 
students to improve their grades. Leading providers 
of specialist courses with over 20 years experience. 
AS/A level: 2 subjects in 6 days. GCSE: 3 subjects in 5 
days. ISA accredited. www.doverbroecks.com/easter. 
Tel 01865 310000.

Visit us:
15 King Edward Street, 

Oxford OX1 4HT
Tel: 01865 724032

english@oxfordohc.co.uk
Or our new website at: www.oxfordohc.co.uk

Start any Monday • Start any Monday • Start any Monday

Full–time English courses from £28 per week
Classes at 0900, 1230 & 1530

4-week IELTS course (from 07/02/05) 
Enrol during 24/01/05 - 04/02/05 
for 10% discount on course fees

Part-time Writing Skills course 
(Tues, Wed & Fri 1600 - 1800) from 01/02/05

FREE INTERNET ACCESS

Part of North Oxford Property Services

Student Property Release:
Thursday 20 January 2005

Largest selection of quality 
student property in Oxford

3 BEDROOMED HOUSE, Risinghurst (near Headington) 
in quiet cul-de-sac. High standard of decoration. 
All mod cons. £850 plus bills. Available beginning 
March. Contact Jayne on 07731 771492 or 02890 
624272. jm_wright2003@yahoo.co.uk
IFFLEY ROAD – Spacious 9/10 bed house available 
Sept 2005 – perfect student house, excellent decor – 
NO FEES! 07711 719048 or oxford2005@hotmail.
co.uk

OXFORD TUTORS WANTED for summer programme in 
Oxford to teach Shakespeare, Modern British Drama, 
Natural World (Science), International Business, and 
British-American Media & Culture. Contact: Professor 
Valente: bvalente@sbu.edu for details. (DPhil 
candidates welcome to apply)

Le Fay is not so much a play as a series of vignettes, 
based around the stories of Arthurian legend. 
Th e emphasis, here is on the word stories, as the 
production focuses on the manner in which the 
stories are told as much as the stories themselves. 
Each scene in the production involves one of the 
tales of the Arthurian cycle being told in a particular 
style, and from a particular perspective or, more 
often, from two confl icting perspectives.

 So, for example, the tale of Arthur’s conception is 
told by a mother relating the story to her daughters 
in classic fairytale style, and at the same time by 
a soldier relating the events fi rst hand. Arthur’s 
discovery of Lancelot and Guinevere’s betrayal is 
presented both in what one might call ‘experimental’ 
style (the cast holding ribbons, and speaking a few 
words each to form a sentence) and as a straight 
to-audience monologue from the lady herself.

Th e play is called “Le Fay” and so it does, for the 
most part, concentrate its attention on Arthur’s half-
sister. She is presented as a witch, a wise-woman, an 
ordinary noblewoman and at one point (in a rather 
tongue-in-cheek synopsis of the feminist reading 
of the cycle) a manifestation of the triple-goddess 
found in early matriarchal societies.

Th is latter representation which presents the 
greatest threat to this production. Going into the 
play, I was faintly worried that it would take the 
easy (or at least politically correct) road out, and 
conclude that Morgan le Fay was an Archetypal 
Strong Woman Demonised by the Evil Patriarchy. 
Th ey avoid this by presenting multiple versions of 
every tale, confl icting in both viewpoint and style.

Th e play is performed by a cast of four actors 
(Neil Ashdown, Gabi Jaff e, Katherine Jones and 
Claire Palmer) and directed by Katherine Maltby. 
Interestingly, it credits no actual writer.

Like many of the plays at the Burton Taylor, this 
is a new piece by an amateur group, and as such it 
does have a slightly rough feeling about the edges. 
Occasionally the cast need to fi ght a little for an 

errant word. Th is is, however, only to be expected 
given the circumstances.

Th e play is short, about half an hour, all told. Th is 
is precisely the right length for what it is - had it 
gone on any longer and they would soon have been 
re-treading old ground. On the other hand, there 
may be people out there who want more than thirty 
minutes entertainment for a fi ver. It is also rather 
experimental – not full on testing-the-bounds-of-
the-medium, but experimental none the less.

It’s an entertaining enough show, and worth 
seeing if you don’t mind going out at half past nine 
to see a show that only lasts thirty minutes. It is 
neither particularly mould-breaking nor terribly 
conventional. Take a look if you like to keep up with 
independent theatre in Oxford.

Daniel Hemmens

Le Fay
at the Burton Taylor — 9.30pm daily, until Sat 29th Jan — £5 (£4)

THEATRE REVIEWS

Enter a Free Man, by Tom Stoppard
at the O’Reilly Th eatre Keble College — 7.30pm daily, until Sat 29th Jan — £7.50 (£5.50)

Tom Stoppard is best known for some of the 
brainiest plays of recent years, covering themes 
as varied as quantum physics, moral philosophy 
and nineteenth-century Russian politics. His early 
work, Enter a Free Man is a slightly diff erent kettle 
of fi sh. Located in 1960s suburbia, it covers more 
everyday themes of disappointment, family discord 
and self-deception.

The central character is George, a tragic-
comic fi gure who believes himself to be a great, 
undiscovered inventor. He tinkers in his workshop 
all day, coming up with ridiculous and useless 
devices, while his long-suff ering wife, Persephone, 
cleans and puts food on the table and his teenage 
daughter, Linda, works in a department store to 
provide her mum and dad with pocket money.

George escapes with his weekly ten bob note 
to the local pub, where he holds forth, attempting 
to persuade strangers that he really is a neglected 
genius. Meanwhile, at home, Linda is increasingly 
frustrated by her father’s bizarre behaviour, and 
decides to elope with her boyfriend. But she too, we 
realize, lives to some degree in a world of fantasy 
and escapism.

It’s an odd play – funny, engaging and moving 
in parts, but somehow lacking in focus. Is it an 
absurdist comedy – Ionesco meets Reginald Perrin? 
Or a kitchen sink drama depicting a family coping 
with mental illness? Or a gentle fable on the ways 
we all tell lies to make life more bearable? All these 
strands are present, but fail to produce a satisfying 

whole, and the play is occasionally repetitive and 
too long to carry its slender premise.

Despite a couple of fi rst-night technical hitches, 
the Collapsible Th eatre group did a fi ne job. Andrew 
Hollingbury gave a good interpretation of George, 
switching from boastful to whining to pathetic 
and eliciting real sympathy at the end. Th e best 
performances, though, came from Lotte Wakeham 
as Linda and the excellent Poppy Burton-Morgan 
as Persephone; the scenes between these two were 
the highlight of the evening.

For me, an interesting but ultimately disappoint-
ing work from a playwright who went on to far 
greater things – but don’t let this put you off  going 
along to make up your own mind, and enjoy some 
fi ne acting in the process.

George Tew
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Learn To Paint Matryoshka - 
From February!
Matryoshka is the proper name for the typically 
Russian nesting wooden dolls known as ‘Babooshka’ 
or ‘Russian Dolls’.
From February, there will be the opportunity to learn 
how to create your very own Matryoshka at Oxford’s fi rst ever Matryoshka painting classes. It doesn’t matter if you are 
an absolute beginner at painting - come and discover your creative side and develop painting skills by learning this 
unusual and fun craft!  At the end of the short course you will be able to design and paint intricate patterns and will 
have your own Matryoshka souvenir to keep.
If you are already an experienced painter, you can order blank Matryoshka and wooden Easter Eggs to decorate at 
your own convenience via email (info@russianfairytale.com) or the new website (www.russianfairytale.com) which will 
be operational from the end of January.  You can also buy direct from the Baltic Food Shop at 88 Cowley Road.
For more information about course prices and the class timetable, please email info@russianfairytale.com or call on 
07747 608833.

RUSSIAN DOLLS

GIGS
Thurs 27th

OXFORD BLUEGRASS/OLD TIME JAM / Bluegrass and 
Appalachian Old Time music - pickers and singers welcome / 8.30 
p.m. for 9.00 p.m. / Free / taube.marks@lang.ox.ac.uk / Fox and 
Hounds Pub, Abingdon Road and Weirs Lane, Oxford
DELIVERANCE! @ The Elm Tree / Piney Gir Country Roadshow+ 
Goldrush+ Free food+ Gambling.... / 8-11pm / £3 in western gear/ 
£5 / The Elm Tree, Cowley Rd
THE LEGENDARY DJ DEREK / Ska, Reggae, Dancehall, Riddim 
an’ Blues! Plus Addis Ababa DJs... / Skylarkin’ Soundsystem / 10:30-
2am / £5 door, £4 w/fl yer / The Zodiac, 190 Cowley Road; Tel: 
420042; www.the-zodiac.co.uk
SKYLARKIN’ SOUNDSYSTEM / Reggae, Soul, Latin, Funk & 
Jazz Grooves; DJ Aidan Larkin + guests / 8:30-11pm / Free / The 
Brickworks, 182 Cowley Rd; Tel: 245999
SPARKY’S FLYING CIRCUS / Performers of all kinds welcome! 
Free / 9pm / The Half Moon, 17 St Clements, Oxford
THE SPIN JAZZ CLUB / Tim Whitehead/Giovanni Mirabassi Band 
/ £8 £6 conc / Open 7.45pm, band on 8.30pm / The Spin@The 
Wheatsheaf, Wheatsheaf Alley, 129 High Street; Tel: 243276
WILSON+THE RACE+THE NEW MOON / Mental breakbeat dub 
rock from Northampton’s fi nest, Wilson / 8:00pm / £3 / The Cellar, 
Frewin Court, off  Cornmarket; Tel: 01865 244761

Fri 28th
THE FAMILY MACHINE + BONE MACHINE + AIRPORT TIGERS / 
7pm £4.50 Upstairs / The Zodiac, 190 Cowley Road; Tel: 420042
JARCREW + THE YOUNG KNIVES + ASHER DUST / £4 adv./£4.50 
door / www.oxfordbands.com / Wheatsheaf, 129, High St
APOCALYPTICA + BREED 77 / 6.30-10pm / £8adv / The Zodiac. 
190 Cowley Road; Tel: 420042
MISHMASH / Anyone can bring their own tunes, CD/Vinyl, to this 
multi-media night / Run by those that bring music / East Oxford 
Community Centre, Princes Street; Tel: 792168
OXFORD FOLK CLUB / Open Night - singers, musicians & 
audience equally welcome / 8.30 - 11.00, £1 / www.oxfordfolkclub.
com / Port Mahon, St. Clement’s


