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PERFORMERS SOUGHT FOR short paid slots at regular Oxford-
based contemporary Cabaret/Variety Night. Do you have circus, 
dance, theatre, magic, comedy or music skills at a professional 
or very good amateur level? Showcase your work in front of a 
friendly, receptive audience. Please send cv / myspace / details, 
or for more info, email susannabandit‰hotmail.com

PERFORMERS SOUGHTPERFORMERS SOUGHT

www.dailyinfo.co.uk
Oxford, every last fact, 
on:

www.fkstudentletting.co.uk

MEETINGS & LECTURESMEETINGS & LECTURES
Tue 27th

DEUTSCHSPRACHIGER STAMMTISCH / Speak German, play 
games, organise other activities. / 8.30pm, free, all welcome / deutscherstammt
isch@yahoo.co.uk / Anchor Inn Pub (corner Kingston Road/Polstead Road)
ASTRONOMY / Observing Evening (call 07817 687627 for details) / 
Abingdon Astronomical Society / 8 pm, 1st visit free / www.abingdonastro.org.
uk / Britwell Salome (First clear night only)
PRIVATE RENTING / Professor Peter Kemp / Housing Seminars / 1pm-
2.30pm / events@socres.ox.ac.uk / Nuffi  eld College, New Road
COLM TOIBIN: THE ART OF LOSING / Richard Hillary Memorial 
Lecture / 5pm - All welcome /  287485 / Gulbenkian Lecture Theatre, St. Cross 
Building
SUSTAINABLE TRANSPORT / Local & international issues / Oxford 
Transport Network / 5pm, £6 / http://oxtran.tsu.ox.ac.uk / 285533 / School of 
Geography, Mansfi eld Rd

Wed 28th
CHRISTIAN MEDITATION  / Beginners welcome! / 7.25pm / £2 donation 
/ www.wccm.org / 515458 / 2, Canterbury Rd, OX2 6LU
ASTRONOMY / See Tuesday, above.
THE ALPHA COURSE / Talk & discussion groups / 7pm, free, meal & 
refreshments / St Andrew’s Church, Linton Road / 311212
IT INTO EMPLOYMENT / 10 week course: basic IT, career preparation 
and Literacy skills / Women’s training / 9.30am - 2.45pm, free / jsilva@ocvc.ac.uk 
/ 550827 / OCVC - Blackbird Leys Campus, Cuddesdon Way, OX4 6HN
DAVID PATTERSON SEMINAR  / Dr D Knox: Maimonides’ refl ections 
on the immortality of the soul / 8pm, free/  www.ochjs.ac.uk / 377946 / Yarnton 
Manor, Yarnton, OX5 1PY
JUSTICE AFTER ATROCITY / Prof Mark Drumbl on a cosmopolitan 
pluralist approach to post-genocide justice /  5.30pm, free / 284433 / St Hugh’s 
College, St Margaret’s Rd
GEOPOLITICS OF ENERGY / The Russo-Ukrainian ‘gas war’: what happens 
next / Simon Pirani / 5pm, free / St Antony’s College, Woodstock Rd / 284700

HOUSES & FLATS TO LETHOUSES & FLATS TO LET

WHAT’S ON / COMING SOON WHAT’S ON / COMING SOON 

DISCO, PA, AND LIGHTING EQUIPMENT — hire and sales. 118 
Cowley Road, 01865 722027 
DISCOS, KARAOKES AND EQUIPMENT Hire - Dave Seamer 
Entertainments: (01865) 240054. 
BANDS, DISCOS, KARAOKE. Equipment hire from ODS. (01865) 
736660.

BANDS, MUSICIANS & KITBANDS, MUSICIANS & KIT

THEATRE to Sat 
31st

Oxford Playhouse (305305)
HARVEST Fri 30th: 8pm; Sat 31st: 7.30pm
Richard Bean’s bucolic comedy, set against the constancy of pig farming and the 
changing nature of the 20th century. £14.50 - £26 

New Theatre, Oxford (0844 8471585)
SOLD OUT - RUSSELL BRAND Wed 28th: 8pm
Russell returns to stand-up, after conquering Hollywood and the UK bestseller list. 

THE CALCULATING MR ONE Thu 29th: 10am & 1pm
Will Jeremiah Bloodhound, probably Britain’s worst detective, add two & two together? £6.

MARCUS BRIGSTOCK @ ORANGAID Sat 31st: 7.30pm
Comedy night to support orangutan conservation projects. Support from Stewart Lee, 
Lucy Porter & Josie Long. £18/£15.

North Wall Arts Centre (319450)
THE UGLY DUCKLING Wed 28th: 1.30pm, Thu 29th: 10.30am, 1.30pm
New adaptation of the classic tale for children aged 3+ and their families. £6

PANDORA 88 Fri 30th & Sat 31st: 8pm
World class physical theatre and dance performance -  in a 1.5m sq. box.  £12

Unicorn Theatre, Abingdon 
OUTSIDE EDGE BY RICHARD HARRIS Wed 28th: 7.30pm

 Thu 29th - Sat 31st: 7.30pm 
A village cricket team’s problems - and those of their wives and girlfriends. £5/£7 from 
The Book Store, The Precinct, Abingdon, or 01235 821351

Burton Taylor Studio (305305)
CORRECTNESS GONE MAD Tue 27th - Sat 31st:  7.30pm
A new comedy sketch show from Andy Murray & Craig Holmes. £5/£4

BLIND DATE Tue 27th - Sat 31st:  9.30pm
Comedy about love and misapprehensions by Frank Marcus. £5/£4

Queries & Adverts: 01865 241133 (Mon-Fri 9-6)
or via www.dailyinfo.co.uk

Snail mail: First Floor, 121 Cowley Road, Oxford OX4 1HU
Email: dailyinfo@dailyinfo.co.uk

Line ads @ 50p/wd. (min. 10) + VAT
Display boxes @ £10-£12/cm. (min. 3cm) + VAT

www.dailyinfo.co.uk
Next issue: Thu 29th January

Deadline: 10am, Wed 28th JanuaryIssue No. 7972
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TUITION OFFEREDTUITION OFFERED
GUITAR TUITION. All levels / styles. info‰musicfromscratch.
co.uk, 07812 211042 

IMPROVE YOUR ENGLISH, have fun at a great price. 
www.act1english.com 

CINEMA
Odeon George St (0871 2244 007)

SEVEN POUNDS [12A] daily: 2.30, 5.30, 8.30pm
Will Smith tries to make up for manslaughter by altruistic suicide. 

THE READER [15] �  Mon - Thu: 1.30pm
Complicated love aff air in post WW2 Germany. 

THE WRESTLER [15]  Mon - Thu: 1.00pm
Mickey Rourke as Randy “The Ram” Robinson, making a comeback. 

MILK [15] � Mon - Thu: 2.00, 5.00, 8.00pm
Story of California’s fi rst openly gay elected offi  cial, Harvey Milk. 

VALKYRIE [12A] Mon - Thu: 12.00, 2.45, 5.45, 8.45pm
Plot to assassinate Hitler  during the height of WWII 

UNDERWORLD: RISE OF THE LYCANS [18] 
Mon - Thu: 4.15, 6.45, 9.15pm

Centuries-old feud between the aristocratic vampires and their former slaves. 

BEVERLY HILLS CHIHUAHUA [U] � daily: 12.15pm
Posh dog, voiced by Drew Barrymore, gets lost in Mexico. 

ROLE MODELS [15] �  Mon - Thu: 1.00, 3.30, 6.30, 9.00pm
 Comedy about men on probation helping teenagers. 

FROST/NIXON [15] � Mon, Wed & Thu: 2.15, 5.15, 8.15pm
 Tue: 2.15 (subtitled), 5.15, 8.15pm

Account of historic interview with disgraced former president 

INDIANA JONES & THE KINGDOM OF THE CRYSTAL SKULL [12A] � 
Wed: 10.45amHarrison Ford sets off  once more 

Vue Cinema (08712 240 240)
BRIDE WARS [12A]  Mon - Thu: 5.00, 7.30, 9.45pm
Two friends schedule their weddings for the same day. With Anne Hathaway. 

ROLE MODELS [15] �  Mon, Wed & Thu: 1.10, 3.45, 6.30, 9.00pm
  Tue: 1.10, 3.45, 6.30 (subtitled), 9.00pm

Comedy about men on probation helping teenagers. 

THE WRESTLER [15] daily: 5.45pm
Mickey O’Rourke as aging wrestler Randy “The Ram” Robinson. 

SEVEN POUNDS [12A] Mon - Thu: 12.20, 3.10, 6.00, 8.45pm
Will Smith tries to make up for manslaughter by altruistic suicide. 

BEVERLY HILLS CHIHUAHUA [U] �  Mon - Thu: 1.00, 3.30pm
Posh dog, voiced by Drew Barrymore, gets lost in Mexico. 

FROST/NIXON [15] � Mon - Thu: 11.30am, 2.15, 5.10, 8.00pm
Account of historic interview with disgraced former president 

VALKYRIE [12A] Mon - Thu: 12.00, 2.45, 5.30, 8.15pm
Plot to assassinate Hitler is unfurled during the height of WWII 

UNDERWORLD: RISE OF THE LYCANS [18] 
 Mon - Thu: 12.30, 3.00, 5.20, 7.45, 10.00pm

Centuries-old feud between the aristocratic vampires and their former slaves. 

SLUMDOG MILLIONAIRE [15] � 
Mon - Thu: 1.20, 4.00, 6.45, 9.30pmLlife and love on the streets of Mumbai. 

DEFIANCE [15]  Mon, Wed & Thu: 11.50am, 3.20, 6.15, 9.15pm
  Tue: 3.20, 6.15, 9.15pmDaniel Craig as Polish-Jewish fi ghter in Russian resistance. 

THE READER [15] � Mon, Wed & Thu: 8.30pm
Complicated love aff air in post WW2 Germany. 

INKHEART [PG] � daily: 10.50am
Hapless father Brendan Fraser causes invasion of reality by storyland forces. 

AUSTRALIA [12] � Mon - Thu: 1.30pm
Sweeping period epic from Baz Luhrmann with Nicole Kidman 

SENIORS CLUB: W [15] Tue: 12.30pm
The life and times of George W. Bush.  

Odeon Magdalen St (0871 2244 007)
THE READER [15] �  Mon, Wed & Thu: 8.45pm
Complicated love aff air in post WW2 Germany. 

SLUMDOG MILLIONAIRE [15] � daily: 2.30, 5.30, 8.30pm
Vibrant tale of life and love on the streets of Mumbai. 

BRIDE WARS [12A] Mon - Wed: 2.00, 4.15, 6.30pm; Thu: 2.00, 4.15pm
Two friends schedule their weddings for the same day. With Anne Hathaway. 

DOUBT [15] Tue: 8.45pm
A nun confronts a priest after suspecting him of abusing a black student. 

East Oxford Community Centre 
MEPHISTO - CREDIT CRUNCH CINEMA � Wed: 6.30pm-11pm
Donnie Darko and Metropolis (anime). £2 for both

Ultimate Picture Palace (245288)
AUSTRALIA [12] �  Mon - Thu: 7.30pm
Sweeping period epic from Baz Luhrmann with Nicole Kidman 

Phoenix Picture House (0870 758 3218)
FROST/NIXON [15] �  Mon - Thu: 12.30, 3.15, 6.00, 8.45pm
Account of historic interview with disgraced former president 

RACHEL GETTING MARRIED [15] �     Mon: 1.00, 3.45, 9.00pm
Tue, Thu: 1.00, 3.45, 6.30, 9.00pm, Wed: 3.45, 6.30, 9.00pm

A woman, in and out of rehab for the past 10 years, comes home for her sister’s wedding. 

BIG SCREAM: RACHEL GETTING MARRIED [15] � Wed: 11.30am
Exclusive screening for parents with babies under one. A young woman, in and out of 
rehab for the past 10 years, returns home for her sister’s wedding. 

to Thu 
29th

GIGSGIGS
Tue 27th

THE FIRRY MIC / Acoustic open mike. Songs, poetry, stories. / 8pm. Free / 
245 290 / The Fir Tree, 163 Iffl  ey Road, Oxford, OX4 1EJ
THE HOWARD PEACOCK QUINTET / Live jazz plus DJs playing r’n’b, 
funk and soul / The Oxford Jazz Club / 9pm. Free entry / Bullingdon Arms, 162 
Cowley Rd / 244516
BUZZCOCKS, THE LURKERS / Playing their fi rst two albums, in their 
entirety / Academy Events / 7pm £15 / O2 Academy Oxford, 190 Cowley Road, 
OX4 1UE / 0844 477 2000
OPEN MIC COMEDY / 8.30pm, £6.50/£4.50 / Baby Simple, Cowley Rd
CALORIES + INSTRUMENTS + CROWDS + POWER / 8.30pm 

- 3am, £4 / Cellar Bar, Frewin Court / 244761

Wed 28th
TRISH ELPHINSTONE QUINTET / 8.30pm, free / Half Moon, 17 St 
Clements, OX4 1AB
SKY LARKIN, PULLED APART BY HORSES  / Garage pop / 8pm £6 
/ Bullingdon Arms, 162 Cowley Rd / 244516
DANCEHALL NICE AGAIN  / DJ Baps & Nico D + guests. Ska Roots 
Dancehall  /  8.00pm - 12.00am, free /  07813 355448 / James St Tavern

Sixth Form Open Morning
Sat 7 Feb 2009: 10am-12.30pm
For more information please telephone 01865 310000

www.doverbroecks.com

WRITE VERSE, WIN FOODWRITE VERSE, WIN FOOD

MARSTON: LARGE DOUBLE room in nice, clean shared house, 
£400 inclusive. No couples. 07515 743096, 07516 873698. 
COWLEY: TWO ROOMS in nice, clean shared house, £400 
double, £350 single, inclusive bills, council tax and 
broadband. 07515 743096, 07516 873698. 
CUTE ATTIC ROOM with bathroom in nice house, Iffley Fields, 
for a friendly, groovy, reasonably tidy person. £550 pcm incl. 
bills. davetriff‰doctors.org.uk
LARGE BRIGHT ROOM, professional houseshare, wifi, parking, 
council tax included, £400. roominbotley‰hotmail.co.uk
HEADINGTON, SINGLE ROOM in friendly spacious house 
sharing with 3 others. £335 excl. Would suit n-s professional. 
b_b_hunt‰hotmail.com
SPACIOUS SINGLE, FLORENCE Park. Suit female postgrad/
prof, share facilities with friendly female owner. £390pcm 
inc bills. Broadband, garden, two cats. 07913 549486. 
katarina1‰ntlworld.com
SUMMERTOWN: BRIGHT QUIET double, £130pw, was 
£140, inclusive. Cleaning, gardening, utilities. Postdocs/
professionals. 01865 552312 
JERICHO, DOUBLE ROOM, couple £150p/w, single person 
£100p/w inclusive, long and short term tenancy accepted. 
07881 920755

ROOMS TO LETROOMS TO LET

VARIOUS PROPERTIES OF all sizes available in popular 
area of Jericho. Please call Lucy Properties on 559973 or 
www.lucyproperties.co.uk 
2 X 2 BED ground floor flats nr Radley, Abingdon. 
Unfurnished. £675 & £775 plus bills. For further details 
colin.webb17‰btinternet.com
TWO BED HOUSE: Near hospitals/Brookes University. Superb 
open plan living space, garden, two parking spaces. Furnished. 
Suits sharers/family. Available 24th Jan. £895 pcm. Tel: 07918 
105000 owlscastle‰refahi.co.uk
MARSTON: 3 BEDROOM house, spacious, with lovely large 
back garden. Suitable for professionals and students. 
Available immediately. £975pcm excl. 07824 773390. 
infobpm1‰googlemail.com
GLANVILLE ROAD - THIS property benefits from 5 large 
double bedrooms, situated off the Cowley Road in a quiet 
residential area close to all local shops and excellent public 
transport links into the town centre. This property has off 
street parking available and is being let on an individual 
room basis at £300pcm excluding bills. 1 room remains! 
01865 311745. debbie‰nops.co.uk

JOBS OFFEREDJOBS OFFERED

LETTINGS COMPANY REQUIRES very smartly dressed, 
professional assistant, preferably with experience within 
the lettings industry. Initially on a casual basis. Please email 
details. dostick‰aol.com
ENDNOTE TUTOR WANTED for short courses for 
postgraduates. Please apply with CV to Bryony Groves: 
bryony.groves‰socres.ox.ac.uk

FOOD & DRINKFOOD & DRINK

Good Food, Good Atmosphere, Open EVERY day!

6 Park End Street, Oxford  OX1 1HH
Telephone 01865 245710

AL-SALAM
lebanese restaurant

F A S T 
C o m p u t e r s

Fast Computers
Fast Networks
Fast Repairs

Also data recovery & purchasing advice. 

fastcomputers@runbox.net / 07530 637 185.

COMPUTING & WEB DESIGNCOMPUTING & WEB DESIGN

HP CP1160 PRINTER, Lexmark z735 printer, Compaq laptop, 
Nokia 6021 mobile. shuna.shuna‰ntlworld.com

JERICHO LIST
Out Now!

Last few Jericho properties remain
First come, 
First served
All other areas:
List available now! 01865 3101865 3117451745

Part of

47 Walton Street
Oxford OX2 6AD

NORTH OXFORD
P R O P E R T Y  S E R V I C E S

ALEXANDER TECHNIQUE LESSONS, central Oxford 
and Headington. Student rates. Tel. 01865 765511. 
s.c‰btinternet.com / www.hatso.com 
BIG OR SMALL WE SHIP OR STORE IT ALL. 50% discount 
on packaging materials to all students who ship with us, 
free pick up in Oxford. Mail Boxes Etc., Summertown 01865 
514655 - www.mbesummertown.co.uk, Headington 01865 
741729 - www.mbeheadington.co.uk 
WWW.ISISVANMAN.COM FREE CALL 0800 0474782, big vans, 
fully insured, fast and professional. help‰isisvanman.com 
MAN WITH VAN - Local/national removals, house clearances 

- 07944 648989 
POTRAIT PHOTOGRAPHY, MODELLING, Wedding and Events. 
Low cost! www.rosarioivanglorioso-photography.co.uk 
MAN WITH VAN, inexpensive, fully insured, from £20/hr. 
07748 697825 
WWW.TAXIVANSOXFORD.CO.UK. Removals & storage vans 
from £30p/h. 01865 774488 

SERVSERVICES OFFEREDICES OFFERED

HOUSES & FLATS WANTEDHOUSES & FLATS WANTED
PROFESSIONAL COUPLE EXPECTING first child looking for 2 
bed property in north Abingdon April/March. £750-£800pcm. 
karlward1‰googlemail.com

Love Feast

B ellissimo husband, Mamma Mia! You’re mine!

E liche o Fusilli, you’re just as divine

L ike Sarde Al Forno with a Tuscan wine

O ur hearts so beautifully intertwine

V ivacious and virtuous you smoothly combine

E h! Come to Fratellis and together we’ll dine

D arling mia amore, mia valentine

H ungry and passionate, perfetto soulmate

U nder the table you flirt with our fate

S aucy like bolognese, love on a plate

B aby my love will never abate

A nd if you still wonder, if there’s any debate

N ip down to Oxford and meet me at eight

D ine at Fratellis for an ultimate date! 

Josephine  
-----------------------------------------------------------------------------

I love you more than spaghetti sauce

All creamy and shiny and spicy of course,

I love you more than Turkish delight

Soft, sweet and gooey, lust at first sight,

I love you more than my nan’s shepherd’s pie

Bursting with goodness, easy on the eye

I love you more than burgers with cheese

Not at all greasy and no sign of sleaze

I love you more than marmite on toast

Strong, dark and handsome, more tangy than most

So I think you’re tasty and I hope you love me, 

All washed down with a nice cup of tea! 
Rollerbel

--------------------------------------------------------------------
Our eyes met over a plate of Scungilli,

he asked are ‘you busy? ’ and she said ‘not really’.

Over the panna cotta it became clear, 

there was no escaping and it was time to get away from 
here. 

So after a quick espresso, 

they both said: let’s go! 

At home the amore got the chance to bloom,

And ever since they have been sharing a room. 

Another example of the fact that Italian food, 

Always gets you in the mood! 

Cinnamon

A dozen red roses, all present and correct.

One for every month of the latest year’s neglect.

Thornton’s Continental, pre- gift wrapped, naturally,

And a card, with some sickening, saccharine non-
poetry

“How do I love thee...”, let me count the ways:

One for convenience, two for better days.

Three for the memory of what we should have been,

Four for understanding what ‘For better or worse’ 
means

Five for the security, ‘Before you get too old,

House, partner, children!’, that’s what everyone is told.

Six, I s’pose, for gratitude; you could have let me go,

Or railed and cursed, or thrown me out, let everybody 
know.

But you stayed, and sighed, and understood that it 
would ever be so.

What would it have taken to tread a different path?

How hard would it have really been to try to make you 
laugh,

Or cry, or sing, or something? Just not this antipathy,

That I recognise, see in your eyes, when you try to look 
at me.

You say you like the flowers, and the card does make 
you smile.

The chocolates, well, they’re saved for guests, put in 
the cupboard with the rest;

affection for the file.

So, thank you for the dinner, and I did enjoy the wine.

I suppose that all there’s left to say is have a happy 
Valentine. 

Rich

ProPro-  &   Anti- 
Valentine’s Day Poetry Competitions!
Send us your smoochiest sonnets ..... or your most vitriolic verse

for a chance to win

email valentine@dailyinfo.co.uk or send us your poems via 

www.dailyinfo.co.uk

A table for two with bubbly at 

FRATELLI’S - 248200

East Oxford’s coolest Italian Restaurant

or a table for 4 with booze 
& poetry slam -  at 

THE BIG BANG - 511441
Jericho’s award-winning Sausage Restaurant

Summer Course Vacancies
June, July, August 
EFL teaching posts

Non-residential & residential 
CELTA qualifi ed and minimum 2 years’ experience. 

Good rates of pay and lunch provided.
Some accommodation available.

Download full job description from our website:
www.stclares.ac.uk/jobs 

Subject to enhanced CRB check and references.
St.Clare’s, Oxford is a registered charity no. 294085

Mast and Oar Finisher
Collars, a traditional wooden mast and oar maker, 
currently have vacancies for two committed employees 
with the necessary drive and determination who wish to 
work as a part of small but specialised team. Previous 
woodworking experience preferred but all training will 
be provided. Own transport vital due to rural location 

near Dorchester on Thames.

Please contact Jeremy on 01865 341277 or email 
info@collars.co.uk. www.collars.co.uk

JAZZ: SUSANNE SHEEHY & Edward Longhurst; Piano 
& voice jazz classics. Holywell Music Room, Sat 31st 
January, 8pm. Tickets £10 online www.sandljazz.co.uk 
susannesheehy‰doctors.org.uk

ICT Support Consultant
Salary £20,000 - £24,000 pa + 5 weeks holiday
This is a great opportunity to join a respected 
company that has been providing ICT support services 
to educa� onal establishments in Oxfordshire and 
Buckinghamshire since 2003. Customers include state 
primary and secondary schools, independent schools 
and Oxfordshire County Council’s schools advisory 
centre.

Part � me/term � me only also possible.
For more informa� on go to h� p://nigelmarsh.co.uk 
and select ‘Jan 09 Job’ or contact: 

helen.ginever@nigelmarsh.co.uk

GARAGE TO LETGARAGE TO LET
LARGE GARAGE, 7 metres x 9 metres to rent, light & water. 
07866 735410

BIBIODIESEL FOR SALEODIESEL FOR SALE
BIODIESEL - 80P/LITRE. High quality, ethical, green fuel from 
Oxford’s used cooking oil by Goldenfuels Co-op, est 2003. 
www.goldenfuels.com richard.goldenfuels‰gmail.com

Pro---------------------------------------------------Samples so far-------------------------------------------------Anti

The canal was used mainly to transport cheap coal and timber from the Midlands, barges 
being ideal to convey bulky resources over long distances, whereas perishable goods 
were prey to bad weather conditions. However, in 1795 a severe winter brought home the 
problem of too great a reliance on the canal, as traffi c stopped due to the ice. For ten weeks 
Oxford suffered distress and poverty without coal, until a fresh supply fi nally managed to 
get through on 4th March.

The arrival of the railways rapidly affected the amount of commercial traffi c on the canal, 
but it was only after the Second World War that the waterway fell virtually into disuse 

- between 1942 and 1956 the number of boats using the canal to Oxford fell from 223 to 
16. Now the canal is mainly used for pleasure and residential craft, particularly during the 
summer months.

The bridge at Cropredy fi gured in a battle between the Roundheads and Cavaliers in late 
June 1644. General Waller seized the bridge for Cromwell and crossed it, managing to 
create a gap in the King’s forces and nearly compelling their surrender. However while 
he hesitated a counter-attack saw the royalist troops regain possession of the bridge. The 
Royalists’ success, however, was overshadowed when, 3 days later, the apparently invincible 
Prince Rupert suffered a shattering defeat at Marston Moor

MARY POTTER’S OXFORD: THE CANALMARY POTTER’S OXFORD: THE CANAL

A Level Tutors
Easter Revision

Experienced tutors required for Easter 
Revision Courses: 30 March – 3 April 
and 5 April – 9 April 2009.
We are offering a wide range of subjects 
to AS and A2 students on a residential 
or day basis.
Highly competitive remuneration for a 
21 hour week. Lunch is provided.
Completed application form (available 
on the Revision Course link of the 
website) accompanied by  full cv if 
desired, should be emailed to the Course 
Director, Mrs Maria-Jose Gago, on the 
email address below.

Magdalen
C o l l e g e 
S c h o o l
O x f o r d

HMC Boys 7-18

The Sunday Times
Independent School of 
the Year 2004, 2008

MAGDALEN  COLLEGE  SCHOOL,  OXFORD  OX4  1DZ
Telephone: 01865  242191 • Email: erc@mcsoxford.org

Website: www.mcsoxford.org

Milk [15]
Showing at the Odeon George Street to at least Thu 29th.
See cinema listings below.

Harvey Milk was the fi rst openly gay 
publically elected offi  cial in the US. In 1978, 
he became a San Francisco City Supervisor, 
a role which would lead to his assassination 
just 11 months later. He was 48. 
Gus Van Sant’s biopic of an icon of the gay rights movement is a timely reminder of the ideological 
chasms which underpin the American political landscape at a time when - symbolically at least - a new 
era has dawned on US politics. The forces that Harvey Milk struggled against, most notably from Christian 
fundamentalists who sought to demonise homosexuality and a police force which violently persecuted 
the gay community, were powerful indeed. Milk is a tribute to his perseverance and his courage. 

Whether Van Sant really makes the most of the story is another matter. Somehow the fi lm lacks a sense 
of theatre. Adding dramatic tension but staying honest to historical events is hard to do, and one feels 
that Van Sant chooses to play safe here. He is confi dent that the story of the life of Harvey Milk and the 
gay rights movement is strong enough, and in many ways it is. Sean Penn plays the lead role with wit and 
energy, a great performance, and the fi lm is superbly unstylised in depicting 1970s San Francisco, aided by 
the faultless integration of documentary footage of new reports and campaign speeches. In fact, some of 
the strongest scenes in Milk are those of advocates of Proposition 6 - a bill which sought to ban gay people 
from working in public schools - spouting hateful homophobia with the fervour that only the religious 
right can truly muster. 

But though the fi lm is structured around Milk’s own memoirs, recorded in anticipation of the bullets that 
would kill him, somehow the device doesn’t add the dramatic depth it should. It doesn’t mythologize Milk, 
but the fi lm also refuses to look at any darker aspects to his political career or his life. The changing terms 
of his relationship with long-time lover Scott Smith (James Franco), for example, are glossed over, whilst his 
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relationship with political rival Dan White is never 
fully explored. There is also no sense of impending 
tragedy, no feeling that Milk is playing with forces 
beyond his control. Something is missing here, a 
willingness to get in touch with the confl icts and 
contradictions which characterise ordinary and 
important lives alike. The bigger picture takes 
prominence over a human story which could have 
been even more gripping. 

I enjoyed Milk, and would certainly recommend 
it. In another director’s hands, this startling story 
could have even greater pathos. 

Russell George


