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BANDS, DISCOS, LIGHTS
DISCO PA & LIGHTING EQUIPMENT: hire 
and sales. 118 Cowley Rd. 01865 722027. 

DISCOS, KARAOKES AND EQUIPMENT 
HIRE: Dave Seamer Entertainments,  
 (01865) 240054

BANDS, DISCO, KARAOKE, equipment 
hire, from ODS. 01865 736660

HOUSES & FLATS TO LET

ROOMS TO LET

1 DOUBLE SOFABED STUDIO, kitchen & bathroom. 
Modern, heated, freshly decorated, Near Tesco Metro. 
Prof NS. £625 excl. BT socket. Available now. Tel: 
01628 773775 & 07768 030582
HEADINGTON: 4 BEDROOM HOUSE, ready in July. 
£1300pcm. Contact 07899 993311 / tlcdarren@aol.
com
MAGDALEN ROAD: MODERN TWO-BEDROOM FLAT, 
GCH, double glazed, unfurnished. £800pcm. Contact 
07899 993311 / tlcdarren@aol.com
PRINCES ST, LARGE 4 BED HOUSE available immedi-
ately. Would suit professional sharers/family. Large 
living room/dining room. Well fitted kitchen, bath-
room with shower and four bedrooms. GCH. Garden 
and off road parking. Available May. Rent £1600. 
info@collegeandcounty.biz 01865 722277 
BULLINGDON RD, EAST Oxford, 2 double bed fur-
nished ground floor/basement flat including 
kitchen/dining area, living room, bathroom and 
shower. Garden and GCH. Available now. Rent £765. 
info@collegeandcounty.biz 01865 722277 
HEADINGTON: 4 BEDROOM HOUSE, furnished. Would 
suit professional sharers. £1250pcm excluding bills. 
Contact 07899 993311 / tlcdarren@aol.com 

GAISFORD ROAD, SPACIOUS part furnished 1 bed 
flat with living room, double bedroom, kitchen, 
bathroom with shower. Off road parking. Available 
Now. Rent £625. info@collegeandcounty.biz 01865 
722277 
NEW MARSTON, 1 BED FLAT. New spacious 1st floor 
flat. Bathroom with shower, open plan kitchen/dining 
area and 2 double bedrooms, off road parking for 
1 vehicle, intercom access and internet throughout. 
Available now. Rent £640. info@collegeandcounty.
biz 01865 722277 
NEW MARSTON, 2 BED FLAT. New spacious 1st floor 
flat. Bathroom with shower, open plan kitchen/dining 
area and 2 double bedrooms, off road parking for 
1 vehicle, intercom access and internet throughout. 
Available now. Rent £740. info@collegeandcounty.
biz 01865 722277 
EVELYN COURT, CONTEMPORARY 1 bed flat. Large 
living area with kitchen. Double bedroom, bath-
room with shower over bath. GCH. Small back 
yard, no parking. Available Early May. Rent £720. 
info@collegeandcounty.biz 01865 722277 
GRANDPONT, 4 BEDROOM stunning family home 
in a sought after central location. Includes living 
& dining room, fitted kitchen and walled garden. 
Available now. Rent £1600. info@collegeandcounty.
biz 01865 722277 
LARGE HOME GRANDPONT area near river – 6 bed-
rooms. All amenities including Internet all rooms. 
£1830 pcm. From July 2004. Contact Neil on 01865  
240572

NEAR CITY CENTRE, above average single room, in 
shared house, n/s. Available 12th May, £270pcm, 
07903 058957.
TOO NOISY AT home? Not enough space? SPACE (15 
foot by 15 foot) and QUIET. Study or private office 5 
mins walk from Science area, opposite St Antony’s 
College, Woodstock Rd. NOT residential but avail-
able 24/7. Access kitchen, bathroom etc. Broadband. 
£325pcm. All inclusive exc. room electricity. Half 
the price of usual central Oxford office. Call 01865 
553377,  email study@dailyinfo.co.uk
CHARLES ST, BIG sunny room, freshly-decorated, in 
house-share with one other. Considerate n-s pre-
ferred. £100 pw inclusive of utilities. leath@dircon.
co.uk/07791-341642
CAT LOVER? N/S? veggie sympathiser? Sunny room 
overlooking garden. Marlborough road, near Folly 
Bridge. £100pw incl bills, cleaner,and broadband. 
07979272566
HOUSE SHARE LITTLEMORE. Lovely House with large 
garden. Available 21st May. £275pcm. Call 01865 
771087 for information.

DOUBLE ROOM AND SINGLE ROOM, Headington. 
non-smoker / professional / postgrad / academic 
visitor. 01865 741481 / 07711 251678
BOTLEY. FURNISHED SINGLE room, off-street park-
ing. Opposite Westway shops, easy access to ring-
road/buses/train. £325 pcm+bills. Available early 
June. Ph: 07718-781189
CENTRAL ROOMS, SHORT LETS available now till end 
September (one week, one month etc). Most rooms 
in Jericho, all rooms very close to city centre. Stu-
dents or recent graduates under 26 to live in houses 
shared with university students. Telephone, TV, video, 
computer provided in all houses. £380 per month or 
£100 per week including all utilities. Student rooms 
for academic year 2004-2005 also available. Please 
call OX. 201132 or email housing@oxfordstudy.com 
LARGE SINGLE ROOM in a friendly house - Head-
ington - newly redecorated - available from 01/05 

- £270+bills pcm - Tel (after 7pm): 01865-768403 or 
email: christophe.gras@nuclear-sciences.co.uk
DOUBLES AVAILABLE BEGINNING MAY, New Hink-
sey, females only, £310 pcm incl. Call Rachel 07770-
324278
LECKFORD RD. STUDENT Rooms in shared house 
from July 15. Tel. 514007
CHRISTIAN COMMUNITY in Abingdon has vacancies 
for residents. c. £320 pcm www.ethelwold.org 
STUDENT SINGLE ROOM, friendly house. 5-min Sum-
mertown shops. 310pcm/inc. 07831-144324

COMING

Part of North Oxford Property Services

Largest selection of quality 
student property in Oxford

Find LOADS of Restaurant Reviews at 
www.dailyinfo.co.uk!

 INDIAN RESTAURANT & TAKEAWAY
(FULLY LICENSED)

Excellent cuisine at reasonable prices

THE STANDARD TANDOORI

-- Opposite the Phoenix Cinema --

For bookings, tel. 553557
117 Walton St, Oxford, OX2 6AJ. 

Open 7 days - 12 - 2.30pm, 6 - 11.30pm

FOOD

Lebanese Restaurant

Good Food, Good Atmosphere, Open EVERY day!

6 Park End Street, Oxford  OX1 1HH
Telephone 01865 245710

AL-SALAM

JOBS OFFERED

LIFE A PROBLEM? Try Life Coaching. First session 
free. Call Amanda: 01865 735322
HEIDIMERCERTHERAPY. TREAT YOURSELF to a relax-
ing Swedish massage or a deep tissue Sports ther-
apy massage. Individuals and Corporates welcome. 
Relax, Revive, Revitalise with a massage by Heidi at 
Bourton Mill, (formerly Peak Fitness) 6 High Street. 
ring 07776 206 141 NOW!
VANOLOGY REMOVAL SERVICE. Reasonable rates. 
Local and long distance. Reliable. 01865-243609. 
vanology@go.com
BIG OR SMALL WE SHIP IT ALL. 50% discount on 
packaging materials to all students who ship with 
us, free pick up in Oxford. Mail Boxes Etc., Summer-
town 01865 514655, Headington 01865 741729
ALEXANDER TECHNIQUE LESSONS, central Oxford 
and Headington. Student rates. Tel. 01865-765511. 
s.c@btinternet.com, www.oxat.net

30 MORE on
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SERVICES

Tue 27th
SOUNDCHECK ACOUSTIC NIGHT / Weekly acoustic 
night at the best pub in North Oxford / The Gardeners 
Arms / 8.30pm - FREE / The Gardeners Arms, Planta-
tion Road, Jericho

Wed 28th
CATWEAZLE CLUB / The Catweazle Club, Oxford’s 
acoustic performance space, for music, poetry, story 
and song, now in its ninth magical year. £3.50 / 8.30pm 
/ Northgate Hall. St Michael’s St
THE VAULTS / HAPPY LIFE / MORE... / Jet White 
presents. TBC / 7.30pm / The Zodiac. 190 Cowley 
Road; Tel: 420042

GIGS

Tue 27th
WHAT IS RACE? / 10 week course on ‘race’ and 
racism / OUDCE / Tuesdays, 19.30-21.30 / Email: 
alana.lentin@qeh.ox.ac.uk / Rewley House. 1,Wel-
lington Square; Tel: 270380
ROCK ART OF KAZAKHSTAN LECTURE / By Dr. 
Kenneth Lymer of the Museum of London Archaeo-
logical Services. / OU Archaeological Society / 8 pm; 2 
pounds for non-members / www.geocities.com/ouarch-
soc / Institute of Archaeology, Beaumont Street
S.E.M. GÉRARD ERRERA, / French Ambassador: 
France & Great Britain: Shaping Europe & the World 
/ Chaired by Timothy Garton Ash / 5.15pm. Admission 
free / / Maison Francaise. Norham Rd,Oxford.OX2 
6SE; Tel: 274220; 

Wed 28th
COACH HOUSE TODDLER GROUP / Activities and 
Toys for 0 - 4 year olds / Coach House Toddlers / 2.00 
- 4.00pm / Email: emma.steane@btopenworld.com / 
Quarry Road, Headington

MEETINGS & LECTURES
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COMPETITION

WIN A PAIR OF TICKETS FOR 
THE BEST SEATS IN THE HOUSE 

(value/pair: £46), MON 10th MAY. 
2 PAIRS AVAILABLE!

Just email the answer to the following 
competition question to crazy@dailyinfo.co.uk:
Who composed the songs for the musical 

Crazy For you?
WINNERS WILL BE ALERTED ON FRIDAY 

APRIL 30th
(More details under ‘What’s On’ / ‘AUCTIONS’ 

on www.dailyinfo.co.uk)

AT 
THE NEW THEATRE, 

OXFORD

OPEN MORNING: d’OVERBROECK’S COLLEGE. Satur-
day 8 May, 10am to 12.30pm. Entry at age 13 into 
Year 9, age 16+ into Sixth Form. 1 Park Town (off 
Banbury Road), Oxford. Tel: 310000 for details. All 
welcome.
TAI CHI, QI GONG, TAOIST BREATHING. Oxford Inter-
nal Arts: new weekly classes begin April/May. Head 
tutors to UK’s largest college of Chinese medicine 
and Oxford school of massage. Certified by Master B 
K Frantzis. www.oxinar.com 01865 513863

ADOBE GOLIVE CS WEB-AUTHORING SOFTWARE. 
Brand new and unregistered – Retail price £335 
+ VAT. Genuine one-off – buy it from Daily Infor-
mation for £175 o.n.o. Contact (01865) 554444 or 
info@dailyinfo.co.uk
ETHERNET HUB (10Mb/s), 16-WAY + CONNECTORS 
for second hub and BNC. Fully operational (was at 
Daily Info until last week!). Offers invited. 01865 
554444 / info@dailyinfo.co.uk

REGULAR COMPUTER FAIRS IN 
OXFORD. Huge savings on everything. 
www.afm96.co.uk
PCFIXIT. No fix, no pay. Free 
consultation. Ring 01865 243609. 
pcfi xit@go.com
RENT AN IMAC with printer from 
£45.00/month, iBook from £65.00/month. 
www.macfaction.co.uk / 01865 764091.

OXFORD MACINTOSH SOLUTIONS Ltd for all your 
Apple Macintosh Sales Services and Support. 0871 
7170000 www.omsuk.com

COMPUTERS 
FOR SALE/ HELP

for maternity cover from end of June, to promote 
undergraduate education to schools, applicants and 
their families. Knowledge of higher education and 

good communication skills essential. 
Further details available from Assistant Bursar 
01865 279716, assistant.bursar@jesus.ox.ac.uk

Jesus College requires
Part-time Schools 

Liaison Offi cer 

Students and Foreign Students
Earn easy money by selling Oxford discount 

booklets to your fellow students and colleagues.

No outlay required.
Phone Mark for a free starter pack on 07765 773997

TUITION OFFERED
SIXTH FORM SCHOLARSHIPS for entry into the first 
year sixth at d’Overbroeck’s College. Closing date 
30th April. Open Morning 8th May. Tel 01865 310000 
for details.
MATHEMATICS TUTOR. GCSE AND A-LEVEL. Well 
qualified and experienced. 01865 554959.
GCSE/A-LEVEL TUITION OFFERED by Oxford Uni-
versity graduate with references. A-level Biology; 
GCSE Biology, Chemistry and Physics. Contact 07837 
136120 or en309@hotmail.com.

CINEMA
 Until Thu 29th April

Ozone Multiplex 0870 444 3030
50 FIRST DATES (12A)  Daily: 12.45, 2.50, 5.00, 7.10, 9.15
Adam Sandler woos short-term-memory-loss Barrymore
GOTHIKA (15) Daily: 9.15
Hall Berry is framed for murder *
HIDALGO (12A) Daily: 12.25, 3.10, 5.55, 8.45
Period horseracing drama starring Viggo Mortensen
KILL BILL VOL 2 (18) Daily: 12.15, 3.10, 6.05, 9.00
Uma’s on the rampage...again
SCOOBY DOO 2 (PG) Daily: 12.00, 2.15, 4.30, 6.45
Can Scooby and Shaggy redeem their partners?
SHAUN OF THE DEAD (15)  Daily: 1.15 (not Sat/Sun), 

4.45, 7.00, 9.20 
Sort of comedy romance. With Zombies.
TAKING LIVES (15) Daily: 1.00, 3.30, 6.50, 9.15
Angelina Jolie vs a serial killer.
THE GIRL NEXT DOOR (12A)  Tue & Wed: 1.00, 3.30, 6.10, 8.45
Teenager falls in love with porn star neighbour
THE PASSION OF THE CHRIST (18) 

Daily: 12.30 (not Sat/Sun), 3.20, 6.10, 9.00 
As it says on the tin (plus much violence, apparently) *
WIN A DATE WITH TAD HAMILTON (PG) 

Daily: 12.25, 2.35, 4.45, 6.55, 9.10
Sweet grocery clerk meets celebrity rogue.
MAIN HOON NA (TBC) Thu: 12.00, 4.00, 8.00
Hindi fi lm, no details available yet.

Odeon George Street 0870 5050007
50 FIRST DATES (12A) Daily: 2.15, 6.25, 8.45
Adam Sandler woos short-term-memory-loss Barrymore
HIDALGO (12A) Daily: 1.50
Period horseracing drama starring Viggo Mortensen
KILL BILL VOL 2 (18) Daily: 4.45, 8.00
Uma’s on the rampage...again
SCOOBY DOO 2 (PG) Daily: 1.35, 3.50, 6.20
Can Scooby and Shaggy redeem their partners?
SHAUN OF THE DEAD (15)           Daily: 3.00, 5.50, 8.55
Sort of comedy romance. With Zombies.
TAKING LIVES (15) Daily: 2.30, 5.45, 8.30
Angelina Jolie vs a serial killer.
THE GIRL NEXT DOOR (12A) 

Daily: 3.35 (not Sat/Sun) , 6.15, 8.40 
Teenager falls in love with porn star neighbour
THE PASSION OF THE CHRIST (18) Daily: 8.30
As it says on the tin (plus much violence, apparently) *
SENIOR SCREEN: COLD MOUNTAIN (15)Wed: 10.30am
Civil war love story.

Phoenix Picture House 512526
KILL BILL VOL 2 (18)  Tue -Thu: 1.20, 4.00, 6.40, 9.20 
Uma’s on the rampage...again
MONSTER (18)  Tue - Thu: 4.30, 9.00 
Oscar-winning tale of female killer. *
BLIND FLIGHT (15)          Tue - Thu: 2.30, 7.00
Brian Keenan & John McCarthy’s trials as hostages in 
Lebanon. Plus Q&A with Director John Furse.

Odeon Magdalen Street 0870 5050007

KILL BILL VOL 2 (18) Daily: 2.00, 5.00, 8.20, 
Uma’s on the rampage...again
THE BUTTERFLY EFFECT (18) Daily: 3.20, 5.50, 8.30
Time travel drama

Ultimate Picture Palace 245288
GIRL WITH A PEARL EARRING (15) Daily: 5.30
A painter & his muse.
TOUCHING THE VOID (15) Daily: 7.30, 9.30
Mountaineering drama based on true stroy

* = Review on www.dailyinfo.co.uk

 

THEATRE
 Until Thu 29th April

Old Fire Station Theatre 297170
THE MIKADO Tue 27 - Sat 1st May : 7.30pm 
Gilbert & Sullivan musical comedy. £5.50-£7.50*

Oxford Playhouse 305305 
A DOLL’S HOUSE      Wed 28th - Sat 1st May
Wed: 7.30, Thurs: 2.30, 7.30, Fri 8pm, Sat: 2.30, 7.30

Ibsen’s  drama

Pegasus Theatre 722851
DANCING TALES  Thu 29 April - Sat 1 May 

Thu: 7.00pm Fri: 7.00pm Sat: 3.30, 6.30pm 
Young dancers celebrating passion for dance. £2.50-£5.50

* = Review on www.dailyinfo.co.uk
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Telephone 
Market Research 
Interviewers required

Call Kelvin on (01865) 262807 
or email k.lam@nopworld.com

www.nopworld.com

We offer:
-  Flexible daytime, evening and weekend shifts 
   (Mon-Fri 9.15am-12.45pm; 1.30-5pm; 5.30-9pm.    
   Sat-Sun 10am-2pm, 2.30pm-6pm)
-  Full training
-  £5.75-£6.50 per hour + possible bonuses
-  Holiday pay
-  Busy and friendly working environment
-  Varied and interesting market 
   research surveys
-  No selling

Can you communicate clearly and confi dently?

North Oxford (C3): Sunny, quiet, 
single room 

in very pretty, friendly family home. 
Use of kitchen. Suit mature, independent woman. 

Available 1st June. £340 pcm, inc. 

Telephone Mrs Ingrid Thomas, 01865 510650.

TRADITIONAL/CLASSIC JAZZ CONCERT at Holywell 
Music Room. 7.30pm, Friday 30th April. Tickets £8(£6) 
from tel. 242919 / the Playhouse / at the door.

IF YOU SPEAK Any European, Asian or African lan-
guage you can earn 25 per hour, minimum £40/day. 
The rarer the better. Tel 01235 847 080 Mob 07714 
765 109 Email: abingdonbusiness@aol.com 
CUSTOMER SUPPORT MANAGER. Voltech Instruments 
is a world leader in the field of Power Electronic 
Instrumentation. The role is responsible for improv-
ing our post sales service environment, both inter-
nally and via our service agents worldwide. You will 
be an experienced electronics engineer with the 
ability to assimilate technical information quickly 
and communicate well with our service agents. You 
will have the ability to diagnose defect causes and 
be able to recommend corrective actions. You will 
have hands on experience in the fault diagnosis 
and repair of digital and analogue PCB’s. Salary will 
be commensurate with experience and ability. It is 
anticipated that the successful candidate will have 
at least 3 years experience in a similar environment 
and a minimum academic standard at HND/HNC in 
electronics. Apply in writing with CV and covering 
letter toVoltech, 148 Sixth Street, Harwell Business 
Centre. Didcot, Oxon OX11 0RA
PART-TIME FRONT-OF-HOUSE STAFF required for 
weekday lunch and evening services. Own transport 
essential. Good rates of pay & tips. Contact David 
Robinson on (01865) 244372.

GUITAR TUITION. BEGINNERS to advanced. All Styles 
Taught. Call Ben, 01865 308554, 07786 544329. frac-
tal.edge@virgin.net
SERVICE ENGINEER. VOLTECH INSTRUMENTS is a 
world leader in the field of Power Electronic Instru-
mentation. The role is responsible for the repair and 
calibration of customers units returned for service. 
The job involves diagnosing and repairing electronic 
test equipment down to PCB swapping level. There 
is some modification work involved so PCB solder-
ing skills will be needed for both conventional and 
SMT components. The position is also responsible 
for the upkeep and maintenance of test rigs. It is 
anticipated that the successful candidate will have 
at least 2 years experience in a similar environment 
and a minimum academic standard at HND/HNC in 
electronics. Apply in writing with CV and covering 
letter toVoltech, 148 Sixth Street, Harwell Business 
Centre. Didcot, Oxon OX11 0RA
ST. CLARE’S, OXFORD are recruiting for the follow-
ing Summer staff:*Dean/Assistant Dean of Students 
(June - August);*Activities Staff (June - August);*Relief 
Wardens (August); *Lab Technician (August, with pos-
sibility of Autumn term). For further information and 
application forms go to www.stclares.ac.uk/jobs OR 
send current c.v. to: emma.harrison@stclares.ac.uk 
OR by post to Short Courses Division, St. Clare’s, 
Oxford, 139 Banbury Road, OX2 7AL. Appointments 
subject to enchanced CRB check and satisfactory ref-
erences. Registered charity no. 294085

The large brightly coloured ‘Dailyinfo’ sheets 
have been appearing on College noticeboards  
and around the town  forever, it seems.  Where 
they come from is a bit of a mystery.  They say 
it is produced somewhere on the far bank of 
the ‘Cherwell’ – that’s why you can’t find it – its 
always on the far bank.  We have managed to 
get a sketch of the works, though (see illustra-
tion).

The origin is also obscure but the ‘Ides of 
March’ editions are usually partly written in 
Latin.  There is a picture of a copy on the walls 
of the Senate building in Rome at the time of 
Julius Caesar.  And if he had paid attention to 
the Personals section, the Empire might well 
have survived.  

There are currently no further clues from the 
‘Dark Ages’ or Medieval times.  The origin of 
its present reincarnation depends on whether 
you prefer the Schikelgruber or Kharakvasla 
versions. You are going to get the Kharakvasla 
version.

At the end of the war (the WW2 one), I was 
stationed at Lake Kharakvasla in Bombay Presi-
dency.A signal came from GHQ, Delhi.  ‘War’s 
over.  Swords into ploughshares.  Educate the 
troops’.  The Colonel, who came from a minor 
public school keen on rugger, wasn’t very keen 
on education.  ‘What do they need it for?  Only 
get above themselves.  However, its an order’.  
He turned to the Major.  ‘Major!’  ‘Sir!’  ‘Fix it.’  
‘Sir!’ The Major turned to the Captain and the 
Captain turned to me.  ‘Rose’ he barked (first 
names weren’t used much then).  ‘Get the men 
educated.’ I turned round and, being the most 
junior chap, found no one else there.

We turned over all the transport to driving 
instruction and set about improving the sepoys’ 
writing and reading in the Army language, Rom-
anised Urdu.  It was a mixed unit of Hindus, 
Muslims, Christians and Sikhs.  The Adjutant 
was a Sikh and half the officers were British.

POSSIBLE ORIGINS OF DAILY INFO

Our attempt to interest the female camp follow-
ers, even with chaperones, was not a success – 
they hid behind the tent flaps and wouldn’t come 
out.  Had to be particularly careful with women 
in India at the time – they usually seemed to 
belong to somebody who would be frightfully 
cross if he thought you were getting too close.

The Great White Queen from over the sea had 
gone – some 40 years previously - but the news 
took time to spread in those days.  I thought we 
would bring them up to date.  On each notice-
board, we had a Dailyinfo sheet about the out-
side world, to which contributions were invited.  
Called it Ajki Khabar (‘Today’s news’).  I remem-
ber an article about a birthday party – choco-
late cake and organdie frocks – in Kensington 
palace. Either Margaret’s or Elizabeth’s – not 
sure which.  Don’t know what the sepoys made 
of it.

The need for an easy, immediate form of com-
munication was also apparent in the Oxford 
of the early sixties.  I tried to put an ad in the 
Oxford Mail.  You couldn’t put it in by phone, 
so I went down  to their office in New Inn Hall 
St on Thursday afternoon.  It was shut along 
with most other shops in Oxford – early closing 
day.  Incidentally, the last weekday buses went 
about 10 pm and the city was dead by quarter 
past.  Back again on Friday. ‘Could put it in on 
Monday afternoon, sir.’  Fat lot of use that was. 
And it was expensive.  Why not have our own 
publication and accept ads by phone and imme-
diately?  So we did.  And we reckoned that with 
most of the members of each College reading 
the same sheet, we might not have to charge 
for it.  The girls’ colleges got two sheets each 
and the men’s got three. The theory was that 
the girls went where the men, having read the 
sheet, asked them to, so it was a bit of a waste 
to give them the same number of copies.

A cross checked survey in 1973 showed that 
about 5,000 people a day read the sheet and it 
came out 7 days a week in term.  Nowadays, it 
comes out 3 times a week and the web version 
is more prominent, collecting around 5,000 
visits each weekday, each visitor taking about 
ten minutes and looking at about 4 pages.  Do 
have a look on www.dailyinfo.co.uk

                                    John Rose, April 2004

OXFORD PHILOMUSICA ORCHESTRA
Wednesday 28 April, 8pm, Sheldonian Th eatre

Bernstein: Chichester Psalms
Mozart: Requiem

Oxford Philomusica Orchestra & Christ Church Cathedral Choir
 conductor: Stephen Darlington

Bookings : 305305 www.oxfordphil.com

Property Manager / Administrator

£20k - 22k package 
Expanding Lettings & Property 
Management company seeks property 
manager/lettings administrator to join 
our small dynamic team. 
We seek an adaptable person with the 
maturity and confi dence to understand a 
variety of tasks relating to this business.
Contact mark@collegeandcounty.biz
or call 01865 722277
for job description and further details. 
Experience for this position is essential. 

46 MORE on
www.dailyinfo.co.uk

Richard Lovelace was a Cavalier, who joined the Royalist 
forces in Oxford in 1645-6.  It was he, who gave us the 
lines: “Stone walls do not a prison make, Nor iron bars 
a cage.”  Th ey gain credibility when one discovers they 
were written while in prison.
Technically, Christopher Wren was a fellow-commoner 
at Wadham- that is a student of superior birth who 
paid extra for High Table privileges.  He went on to 
be a Fellow of All Souls.  He designed the Sheldonian 
Th eatre in the 1660s, and the upper half of Tom Tower, 
Christ Church, in 1681-2.
Beau Nash and Beau Brummel were regency dandies.
In Samuel Johnson’s time at Pembroke, servants were 
sent regularly to knock on students’ doors, to check that 
they were inside, working.  If there was no answer, their 
absence was reported to the Master.  Th is so infuriated 
Johnson that he refused to admit to his presence even 
when he was in, and he frequently got into trouble 
over this.  He was not an assiduous student, and used 
to cross the road to Christ Church to borrow a friend’s 
lecture notes.   he had to discontinue this habit when 
his shoes became so worn that the Christ Church men 
laughed at him.  Unable to aff ord to replace them, he 
nevertheless threw away in a fury a pair of new shoes 
left outside his door by an anonymous donor.  Johnson 
left Oxford after about a year, but like may people who 
have not stayed long enough to obtain a degree, he took 
a great delight in the place in later life, and loved showing 
people around.
Sir Richard Burton (nothing to do with the actor) came 
up to Trinity College in 1840, but stayed only fi ve terms, 
during which time he resisted all eff orts to persuade him 
to trim his moustache.  He “withdrew” from Oxford, 
and reported to his family that he had been awarded “an 
extra vacation for taking a double fi rst with the highest 
honours”.  In truth he had been rusticated (sent down) 
for deliberately getting into trouble in order to avoid 
being made to enter the Church.  Instead, he became an 
explorer, often travelling disguised as a native in order to 
live among the people.  From India he went on to Africa, 
where he discovered Lake Tanganyika, and searched for 
the Upper Nile (where, we are told, his face was transfi xed 
by a spear from cheek to cheek).
Oscar Wilde, who came up in 1874, having taken his fi rst 
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degree at Dublin, was a brilliant, if erratic student.  He 
loved Oxford, and was disappointed not to be off ered a 
Fellowship at Magdalen.  One of his tributes to Oxford 
appears in Lady Bracknell’s line in ‘Th e Importance of 
Being Earnest’: “Untruthful! My nephew Algernon! 
Impossible! He is an Oxonian!”
Rumour has it that the Shelley Memorial was intended 
for his tomb, but the English Cemetery in Rome refused 
to accept it.  Over the years the Memorial has been 
subjected to a number of indignities, including being 
painted orange, supplied with underpants, adorned 
with signposts, mummifi ed in roller towels, surrounded 
by bottles with a notice reading “Th e Morning After”; 
or fl ooded, with goldfi sh to add verisimilitude.   Th ese 
are but a few shining examples of the inventiveness of 
Univ men (and women), and while some of them may 
be apocryphal, it is tactful to give them credence when 
in the presence of a member of the college.
    Mary Potter
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