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The Fourth Oxford Lieder Festival

Thu 27: Christopher Maltman with Graham Jolmson
M .

ahler, Debussy, Schumann gpm, Holyivell Mus Room

Fri 28: Susan Young, Maciek O’Shea & lain Farrington
Schumann Myrthen  8pm, Jacqueline du Pré Buiding

Sar 29 Sash Cannolly, Stephan Loges & Eugene Ast
Brahms, Hahn, Schumann  epr, Jacaueline du

Details: www.oxfordlieder.co.uk 07790 201941
Tickets: www.ticketsoxford.com / 01865 305305

MODERN ART OXFORD

Discussion Forum: Arts Lithuania
The current state of the arts in Lithuania is considered by
five speakers on Lithusnian theatr, visual arts, film and music
Fri. 28 October, Spm, £4(£3), FREE to Friends
30 Pembroke Street, Oxford, OX1 1BP, 01865 722733

www.modernartoxford..org..ul

‘THE REAL DA VINCI CODE’ - a seminar by Dr Celia
Green, author of ‘The Human Evasion’, Tuesday, 5th
week, 8th November, at 2.30pm. The King's Arms,
Holywell Street. Free. All welcome.

SKELETON CREW: CANCELLED at Modern Art Oxford,

Sunday 30th October.

AL-SALAM4 |
A LEBANESE RESTAURANT g
Good Food, Good Atmosphere, Open EVERY day |

Now taking bookings for Christmas.
Book your Christmas Party now! £
We cater for office parties & large groups. Special {]
deals for early bookings. g
. Come & experience our Lebanese bubbly bar!

D

6 Park End Street, Oxford OX1 1HH
Call us for mfo 01865 245710 3

BIOLOGY / CHEMISTRY A-LEVEL & GCSE tuition
offered. Phone: 0777 558 2800

MATHS, PHYSICS, CHEMISTRY, MECHANICS tuition
offered any level: 079845 47940 tejas44@gmail.
com

Phoenix Picture House (512526)
OLIVER TWIST [PG] Thu: 12.45, 3.2,
Roman Polns ntrprets Didens Fii

BROKEN FLOWERS [15]
il My issarcing for hisson.

aspm
.00, 6.15pm
ThrFri: 145, 4.15,6.45,9.00pm

PERFORMANCE (18] Fi:11.30pm
705 mgmmm setinastLondon.
e Shorts Scre Fiz 1.30pm

St it pather cdingslmnt

Odeon Magdalen St (0871 2244 007)
LORD OF WAR[15] Thu: .15, 5.10, 8.00pm
VicholasCgeis uper n arms adese

\WALLACE & GROMIT in THE CURSE OF THE WERE-RABBIT (U]
Wallace and Gromitare bk +Fri:11.40am, 2.05,.25,6.45,9.00pm
BROKEN FLOWERS [15] ,5.15,810pm
il Huray s searcing for hisson.

Odeon George St (0871 2244 007)

SERENITY [15] = Thu:.40pm
Thisis how it shouldbedone M Lucas,

OLIVERTWIST [PG] Thu:250pm
v ot 0 pic pcke o o oy, bt nosinging i e,

THE LEGEND OF ZORRO [PG] Th:12:10pm

Themaski back, and tistme s legendary
BROKEN FLOWERS [15]

il Mury reisits o lames i serch of missing son.
WALLACE & GROMIT in THE CURSE OF THE WERE-RABBIT [U]
Featureength Walacean Gromit: acing! ThuFr: 12.40,3.05, 5.30, 8.00pm
CORPSE BRIDE [PG] Thu-Fr: 12.20,2.35,4.45, 6.45, 8.50pm

Thu:2.40,5.15, 8.10pm

PRIDE E (U]«
Slimin Jane Ausen wih Keia Knghtey.
SKY HIGH [PG]

Thereal s of superheros. ncedibly orginal,
NANNY McPHEE [U]
hidchstisement intheEdvardian style.
SAW Il (18]

Mot ane towatch vithyour ganny.

‘THE LEGEND OF ZORRO [PG]
Antonioand Catheine come aut fetrement,

Ultimate Picture Palace (245288)

Thu: 5.25, 8.20
Fri2.30, 5.25,8.20pm

Fr:3.45,6.05, 8.50pm

Fi:2.15,5.10,8.10pm

(OWL'S MOVING CASTLE [U] Thu:3.30pm
Stcio Gl back by paplrdemanc.
MYSTERIOUS SKIN [18] Thu: 6.00pm
PRIDE E[U) Thu:8.15pm, Fri: 700
Simiine Jane Austen it e Kightey & Brenda Biethyn

E AND YOU AND EVERYONE WE KNOW [15]  Fri:9.30pm
Lonelyslsman meetsecenticartst i it oy dama.
THE CONSEQUENCES OF LOVE [15] Friz 11.30pm

Ozone Multiplex (0870 444 3030)

DOMINO [15]
Kea Knightey s bounty hunter

of e

idonian Theatre

Saturday 29 October 8pm - §
Oxford Philomusica
Walton Violin Concerto
Elgar Enigma Variations
Thomas Bowes violin, Vernon Handley conductor
H Tickets 01865 305305 i3

L 4 ‘9 L
SATURDAY sTH NOVEMBER
I0.0oam-z.gonm

WESLEY MEMORIAL CHURCH HALL,
NEW INN HALL ST.

OXFORD FLAMENCO ACADEMY presents FLAMENCO
FIESTA with guest artists. 7.30pm, Saturday 12th
November 2005. The Theatre at Headington. Tickets:
£12 (£10). Box Office (01865) 759138. Reservations:
www.headington.org Details: 07904 260636

The QI Club

Bid for a delicious meal for two worth £56.
www.dailyinfo.co.uk

DATA PROJECTORS: hire and sales.
01865 722027

RENT AN IMAC from £45.00 month,
01865 764091 / www.macfaction.co.uk.

Get Organised!
Daily Info's
Year Planner

Oct 2005 - Dec 2006
Available now

A2, write-on days, important dates & hohdays,

op

Temporary Christmas Vacancies

Meeter Greeters
& Sales Assistants

Oxford Playhouse, one of the UK’ leading presenting
and producing theatres, is seeking to appoint MEETER
TERS and SALES ASSISTANTS to work during

MEETER GREETERS liase with customers as they arrive
and assist patrons and manage our allocation of Toddler

SALES ASSISTANTS run our busy merchandise and
confectionary kiosks and are responsible for re-stocking
their counters and cashing up their tills.

Candidates must have excellent customer care skills, be
energetic, work calmly under pressure and have good
numeracy skills. Ability to work evenings, weekends
(including Sundays), Christmas Eve, Boxing Day and
New Year's Eve (daytime) i essential.

Deadline: applications should be received
no later than: 12th November 2005
For an application pack please contact
Sian Walters on 01865 305352 or
email sian walters@oxfordplayhouse.com

Oxford Playhouse is an Equal Opportunities employer.

www.oxfordplayhouse.com

CEPTIONIST
ADMINIST

Client Services Administrator

required by Regent Oxford Language School

Main Duties:

+ Providing excellent customer service to clents and
administracive suppore to school sta

+ Dealing with face-to-face, email and eelephone enquirics

+ Lisising with Regent represencatives

+ Assiting wich darabase enties and booking procedures

Partof
North Oxford Property Services
Largest selection
of quality student
property in Oxford

01865 318 520

B
“n

OXFORD

Castle Mill House

Juxon Street, Jericho
Spacious studio flat available now in popular
location. Comprises living room/bedroom,
bathroom, kitchen. Furnished or unfur-
nished. Rent £610.00 pcm (exclusive of
utility bills). Please call Rachel at Lucy
Properties on 559973.

FEMALE HOUSEMATE SOUGHT to share lovely
Victorian 2 bed Headington house with friendly,
professional female. Easy access to transport,
motorway, on-street parking, private garden.
£400pcm excl. 07956 595022.

Visitwww.all-rooms.com/oxfordshire/oxford/hotels.htm
for a guide to Oxford hotels, guest houses & other

Nanny wanted

for beautiful Guernsey
in the Channel Islands.
Happy person required for immediate start.
Live in position, some travel and overnight care
required for two children.
Usual nursery duties. Non-smoker, must be good
driver and willing to have CRB check.

Only persons with relevant qualifications and/or
experience need apply. Telephone 07968 108294.

SMALL OXFORD-BASED PUBLISHER needs office
cover while owners are abroad for three weeks in
December, combined with house sitting and care
of cats. Post-graduate preferred. Good English
and excellent references required. Terms by
arrangement. To apply call 01865 513582.
BOOK-KEEPER, part-time. Oxford-based human
rights charity seeks experienced bookkeeper/
accounts assistant one day a week. Call 01865-
727006. hilary@fahamu.org

OLD PARSONAGE HOTEL require experienced
waiting staff contact Lucy or Nigel on 292305
GEE'S RESTAURANT require experienced waiting
staff contact the manager on duty on 553540

EXCELLENT GARDENER, here until xmas. Reliable,
honest, literate, hard-working. Pruning, weeding,
digging, general clearance. Mainly weekends, but
flexible. All jobs courteously considered. £8 per
hour. Call lan on 07799 184522

UNIQUE COURIERS, same day delivery, nationwide
(goods in transit insured) tel: 07717 746700

BIG OR SMALL WE SHIP IT ALL. 50% discount on
packaging materials to all students who ship with us,
free pick up in Oxford. Mail Boxes Etc., Summertown
01865 514655 - www.mbesummertown.co.uk,

lots of useful info. Free wi

Email planner@dailyinfo.co.uk
for your FREE copy!

LEBANESE RESTAURANT
25 Walton Crescent, Oxford Telephore: 310066 |
. OPEN MIDDAY TO MIDNIGHT ¥

01865 741729 - i co.uk
DEB'S DISHES. Unexpected guests? Extra dishes
needed for the freezer? No desire to cook? Let me
help you out. Fully insured. Call 07810 420711 for
further details.
SMALL MOVES OXFORD. Man and van: removals,
collections, deliveries. For a friendly local service,
ring Mike: 07900 146493,
CHEAP REMOVALS, Friendly and reliable, Tel.: 07939
204460

JC CLEANERS commercial & domestic
5+ years'service to the Oxfordshire area. A
arpets - windows - rubbish removal

01865 774843 / 07956 124765 / 07957 375836 '\ 1

OXFORD g‘)UEDEPé

Denth, in the fodleitn. Libeary

THEATRE
until Sat 29th
Oxford Playhouse (305305 )

El
Friz gpm Sat: 230, 7.
Intigue &misunderstaning in Lthuanan with surttes). £13-£22

Burton Taylor Theatre (305305)

WALLACE & GROMIT i THE CURSE OF

Gading! Thur 11.30am, 12.30, 1.5,

THE LORD OF WAR [15] =

Nichlas Cage runs s,

INTO THE BLUE [15]

Jesica A, azamgghth,sallow ongue,devith sl n fce.

CORPSEBRIDE (PG| Thi 1145am, 130330 815,700 L4spm
m. 2,00, 4.4

Thu:4.30,9.30pm
Fi:9.20pm

THE MAIDS UntilSat 29th: 7.30pm

o maids, one mistres. O should that be One maid, o mistresses” A ol of mir-
Thu:9.20pm o £5/4

‘THE YALTA GAME UntilSat 29th: 9.30pm

Game.£5/4

New Theatre (0870 6063500)
r: THE MERRY WIDOW Thu 27th: 7.15pm
Vi ool 9ea (i Lesey Gare). amance, hih scey i amorns
invigue £10.49
 THE BARBER OF SEVILLE

Ros:

186 Hollow Way, Oxford OX4 2P jc

College Removals commercial & domestic
2+ years' service. All UKmnInIand covered.

students « rubbish

01865 774843 107956 124765 107957 375836

186 Hollow Way, Oxford

141 MORE on
‘www.dailyinfo.co.uk

Thu 27th
BACKYARD ACOUSTIC NIGHT / Thee Loca Acts/ FAEE 3pm /
Cricketers Arms. 43, Ifley Rd; Tel: 42750

B:

Comedy to Acoustic, Bands to Beats. T s Productions / 700
12:00 entry £3:50 / opus-productions@hotmail c

opus productions.co.uk/ Jeicho Taver, Walton St.

THE SCENE LIVE MUSIC SHOWCASE / At Risk + Fake Ray + My

Luminares + The Apple Thieves /5ol Promotions/ Doors 730

Requirements:
« Excellent customer service, socialskills | ace
. office equipment and good knowledge of

Microsoft package

Abiliy to learn quickly and work effectively in  busy

office environment

+ Previous sales and administrative experience
advantageous

Permanent, full-time position. Salary in the
region of £18K depending on experience. Full
job description available on application.
Deadline for applications — Eriday 4th November

Applications with CV and covering letter to:

Doris Sucher, Principal,

Regent Oxford )

90 Banbury Road,

Oxford OX2 6] T
doris.suchet@regent.orguk

S

JAPANESE NATIVE SPEAKER needed to m(erpre(
a talk on comparative economics. 18.00, 18th
November 2005. Fee and good dinner offered.
Oxford English Centre info@oxfordenglish.co.uk

142 MORE on
ilyinfo.co.uk

CENTRAL OXFORD (JERICHO)
Studio flat available
for lets of one week plus.
Fully furnished and equipped. Internet
access. £350.00 per week inclusive
(no letting or booking fees).

Contact Lucy Properties on 01865 559973
or visit www. lucyproperties.co.uk

Jhe RENTA

Tel: 01865 7:

LETTING AGENTS AND PROPERTY MANAG

House Share/bedsits

BAMPTON CLOSE, LITTLEMORE - A furnished single
room in share house with resident landlady, shared kitchen
and bathroom. Benefies from gas ceneral heating. Sui single

d 00 incl.

)
"} DISCO. PA. & LIGHTING EQUIPMENT: hire and
sales. 118 Cowley Rd. (01865) 722027.
DISCOS, KARAOKES & EQUIPMENT HIRE: Dave
pSeamer Entertainments, (01865) 240054

Oxford Sexual Abuse & Rape Crisis Centre needs
Volunteers. Training starts November. Call 01865
726295 for info

UNIVERSITY OF OXFORD
DEPARTMENT OF PSYCHIATRY

We Need Healthy Volunteers

2565

£290.
FERRY ROAD, MARSTON - A furnished self-contained
bedsic in family house. Suit single visiting academic/student
female Available now...£340.00pem incl.|
PARK STREET, THAME - A furnished room in shared
house, rsiden landiady. Su single professional male

Available now...£300.00pem
LAKE STREET, OFF ABINGDON ROAD

i :

professional /seudent malefe
b o December,.£420. 00pem incl,

orenatlacoul
wsentafac co.uk
el 01565 726966, Fa: 726460

LETTING AGENTS AND PROPERTY MANAGERS
Houses

NEWTON ROAD, GRANDPONT - A furnished 5
bedraom house, comprising 5 bedrooms, living room, kitchen
diner, o bathrooms and cloakroom. Bences rom gasconteal
heating and garden. Suit professional sharers/studens.

Available now...£1437.50pem
DAVIDWALTER CLOSE, CUTTESLOWE
farnished 3-bedroom semi-detached house, comprisin
bedrooms, 1 single bedroom, lounge, kitchen-diner, ba
and cloaksoom with ample srorage. Benefies from full gas central
heating, garden. Suit professional sharers /family.

Available now...£800.00pem
RIPPINGTON DRIVE, MARSTON - A furnished 3/4
bedroom semi-detached house, comprising 2 double bedrooms,
2 single diner, kitchen, bathroom  and
cloakroom. Benefics from gas centeal heating, and garden. Suit
professional sharers/scudens.

Avail

Elats

KINGSTON ROAD, JERICHO - A part-furnished ground
floor 2-bedroom flat, comprises 2 double bedrooms, open plan
living area and bachroom , gas central heating ,on street parking,
Suit professional/ academic couple/sharers.

£750.00pcm, inclusive of partial

bedrooms, lounge-

e mid October...£980.00pcm

heat

102 MORE on
‘wwwdailyinfo.co.uk

COWLEY - SINGLE. All facilities, internet. Available
7th November. 01865 772376.

HOUSE SHARE NEAR HEADINGTON. Visit glebelands.
bayly-it.net. Call John (07787 727934)

'WOODSTOCK ROAD, single room, lovely flat. NS
female prof, share with teacher. £375 pcm inc.
07773 723858

BOTLEY ROAD, 10 min walk to town. Large single
room for female from 21st Nov. £340 per month
incl. council tax.

LARGE ROOM WITH ENSUITE, £100 a week for short
stay available Oct 30, in Kennington on 35 bus route
Abingdon/0xford, apply 01865 739622

0X1 DOUBLE ROOM, friendly house, professionals
£300excl tish361@hotmail.com

DOUBLE ROOM in lovely, quiet, friendly East Oxford
house for professional woman sharing with one
other. Close to Cowley Road and bus ride to town
centre. £340 pcm + bills. Call Jenny on 07789 931246
or 01865 201158

DOUBLE AND STUDY, Appleton, owner works away.
£500pcm + bills. 07967 459655 lardylabrador2000
@hotmail.com

LOVELY FURNISHED SINGLE with bathroom/
shared kitchenette. Private house, central Oxford.
Broadband, cleaning and bills included. £115/week.
Quiet, courteous tenant. 07977 009365

310 MORE on
wwwdailyinfo.co.uk

Find people who share your interests and
Pperhaps start a club with them.
0n this page you will find ads such as:

KARATE FOR KIDS & ADULTS, New school
opening at Ozone Fitness. Enrolling now. Also
intermediate & advanced sessions. Email for info:
fitandkicking@aol.com

NEVER ACTED EEFORU new V. amateur group.

hoo.co.uk

For information in confidence,
with no obligation to participate, please contact:

Rachael (01865) 223601

rachae ayres@psyciatry ofordacuk
OrUrsula O'sulvan (01865) 226395 "

more info c
PLAYERS FOR 7-A-SIDE FOOTBALL on Monday

H NEW PAGES ON WWW.DAILYINFO.CO.UK!

Self-explanatory really.

On this page you will find ads such as:
WANTED, WALKER FOR mendly spanlel Jericho,
weekday lunchtimes 07818 4420
2 KITTENS FOR sale, £10 each! 07717205436
BANTAM ROSECOMB COCKEREL from show stock 8
weeks £4 curiouscat@ntlworld.com
BEAUTIFUL LURCHER PUPPIES, pets/sporting,
great with children. 07966 310723.

evenings Tim

OFAF # 04:0):026. Particpants il be reimbursed forther time

UNIVERSITY OF OXFORD
Department of Psychiatry

B
CAN FOOD AFFECT MOOD?

We are trying to find out if natural proteins with
a high tryptophan content can improve well
being. The study involves taking a single protein
drink, followed by some computer tasks. We are
looking for female volunteers, aged between 18
and 50, to take part. Re-imbursement for time
and inconvenience is provided.
If you are interested please contact:
Helen Scrutton on 01865 223778
(e-mail helen.scrutton@psych.ox.ac.uk)

or Dr Anne Carbonnier
(e-mail anne.carbonnier@psych.ox.ac.uk).

05/Q1606/109 v5 3 16.8.05

Jentry com
P Tl S S
SKYLARKIN' SOUNDSYSTEM / Reggae, Fu Ska Soul, Latin,
Dub & Afrobeat; Aidan Larkin + guests / 8:30 - 11pi

S

Brickworks. 182 Cowley Rd; Tel: 245999
THE LEGENDARY DJ DEREK / Ska, Reggae, Soul & Dancehall
from  60-Something 8ristol tcont / Sigfarki’ Soundsystem /
10:30-2am; £5/€4 with fiyer / dalton@tommykneecaps.com
W skylain.co ok / The Zodiac. 19 Cowley Road: Tel 420042
THE SPIN JAZZ CLUB / JONATHAN GEE - top UK pianist ( Tony
of, Joe Lovano) pen 8, band on 8.30 / The Spin@The
Wheatsheaf. Wheatsheaf Alley, 129 High Street; Tel: 243276
SPARKY'S FLYING CIRCUS / Performers of all kinds welcome! /
9pm, Free / The Half Moon. 17 St Clements, Oxford

BIG HAIR'S INDIE NIGHT / The Helet Orchesta + G JOAN
Dl play indlie rock, pop / £ entry (£150/pin).spm - 2am /
e hehsErorenests ok whi bgjons om The Colar
Frewin Court, off Cormmarket; T 01365 244761

3SPIRIT MUSIC OPEN MIC / Musicians of all types welcome/
hosted by LilG and lan A / 3pirit Music / BBQ + outside Bar in
garden / spiritmusicahotmail.co.k / www.primefarm.co.uk /
The Turf Tavern

THE CATWEAZLE CLUB / Oxford's performance space for
music story and song / Bpm. £4/£3 (performers free) /
mother@catweazlecluborg / www.catweazleclub.org / East
Oxford Community Centre. Princes Street; Tel: 792168

Fri 28th

ALEXISONFIRE / Hardcore fom Canad, £9adv / 7om / st
The

i 26th: 7.1
1049

Zodiac. 190 Cowley Road;

NANNY McPHEE [U] 215,230,445 e

o Monpio o b i 11.000m 1153303
KY HIGH [PG] Thas 11.00am, 100, 3.
Lifeis ncedibly ough for superher s, Fii:12.15,2.
PRIDE AND PREJUDICE [U] =
Yy

Thu:12.00,3,
Dench. Friz 11,4

Verdi: DON CARLOS Sat 29th: 5.30pm
ieshHationlOpera newproduction.Feafulyambitous stagng, £20-56

Headmgton Theatre (759138)

Fri28th:7.30pm

KINKY BOOTS [12A] Thi:730,2.40pm

NPTEREHECKOY Sat: 29th: 7.30pm

OLIVERTWIST [PG] :115am, 215,545,815
g poaer o bt st e

SERENITY [15]
Starvrs preque a t should have been made,
SAW Il [18] Fri:12.45,3.00,5.15,7.30,9.40pm

Horibyhortfchror,
‘THE LEGEND OF ZORRO [PG]  Thu: 12.45,3.45,6.30,9.15pm

oo e s one . i 12.00,3.15,6.00,.00pm

£15(£12)
BrizeNorton Theatre (01993 843535)

RETURNTO THE FORBIDDEN PLANET  Thu27th-Sat 29th:
Shakspetes estest rockandol mastepece pm

Amey Hall, Abingdon (01235 834383)

THE MIKADO tillSat 29th: 7.30pm.
Gilertand Sullvan, from the Abngdon Operatic Socety. £8-£11.50
v

www.dailyinfo.co.uk

420042

ORIGINAL / Soul, Funk & Jazz with Disco Darrell + Guest DJs /

spm il st freel/des2263@yahoo.couk / Cricketers A, 43,

Iffley Rd; Tel: 4

OXFoRD FoLK cLu Open night - singers, musicians

and audience equally welcome / 830 pm, Admission 1 /
U

Mahon. St. Clement's
THE MULES + 3 BLIND MICE + MARK ABIS + BRIGHTSIDE
PHOTOGRAPHY / Gappy Tooth Industries / 19.00 - 22.30 £4.
 featheraliggappytooth.com 1 wwgappyroorh(om Fie
Cowley Road; Tel: 4
SOTABLE CASE Fon. TREATMENT / Headcount, Junkie
Brush and Stig's Halloween party REEIN 7pm / http/
suitablecasefortreatment.myanalognet / Exeter Hall Pub. 1
Oxford Rd (comer of Cowiey & Marsh Rds.);Tel: 01865 776431

INDIAN RESTAURANT & TAKEAWAY (FULLY LICENSED)
- Opposne the Phoenix Cinema -
or bookings, tel. 553557
117 Walton St, Onford, OX2 64
Open 7 days - m, 6 - 11.30pm

Thu 27th

OPEN DOOR DROP-IN CENTRE / Drop-in centre for refugees &

asylum seekers. Relax, mingle, network /Open Door/ 11 a.m. to
p.m. / East Oxford Community Centre. Princes Street; Tel: 792168

Tradition of Hungaran Comman Law Oxfrd Hungarian socety
{ hungsochungsoc.com / htps/hungso.com / Ore
Coa Maccieger
SPEEDWELL SUPPORT GROUP  For anyone with serouslcss
Interested n complementary therapies / Speedll & Welleing
Trust/ 11.30am - 1.30pm / speedwellbeing@tiscalico.uk / w
speedwellbelng org.uK. Friends' Meeting House. 43 5t Gile:Te:
01865 557373
MEDIEVAL LIVES / lllustrated Talk: Terry Jones (ex-Monty
Python, author broadcaster) / Edward the Confessor Festival / 7
pm £7.50(£5), family £20 /www.islip.org.uk / St Nicholas Church,

o ic
 Sustainable houses / Climate Outreach Info Network / 7-9pm
Price £2/£1 /info@coinet org uk /httpi/coinet org.uk/speakers/
/The Vaults,rear of University Church, Oxford High Street
THURSDAY LUNCHTIME TALK / Barbara Trapido: Writing a real-
ffe story - Frankie and Stankie / 12.30pm. Free. / secretary@st-
giles-church.org / wwwst-giles-church.org / St Giles Church. St
Giles

IThe D
Dogs Lie Tour / KUITS Promotions / Doors 7.30, tickets £13.50 /

INSIGHTS / Meditation for everyone, to access
inner peace and strength. / Brahma Kumaris / 7.30-8.30pm,

e_
 Faringdon Junior School, Gloucester Street, Faringdon SN7

insights him Global Retreat Centre: Nuncham Courtenay

BOOKBOX: READING GROUP. Looklng for
new members. 3rd Wed of each month.
nettleship_j il.com

POTTERY/CERAMIC ~ CLASSES  in  Oxford?
markandsimona@yahoo.co.uk

COMPETENT ~ BADMINTON  PLAYER  wanted
for weeknight/weekend ~singles practice -
07966519011

CRICKET PLAYERS AND UMPIRES wanted for
Hanney CC 2006 www.hanneycc.org.uk

TERRIER PUPPY wanted contact
darkzone_83@hotmail.com

GUINEA PIGS WANTED age no bar. loving home
£15 iris.kuempflein@tiscali.co.uk

WANTED, FRIENDLY DOG, good with children
£50.00 07833365469

FISH TANK 10 LITRES Pump + Extras £5
simondarby@mywwwplace.com

ARE THERE ANY cavy breeders in Oxfordshire? fris.
kuempflein@tiscali.co.ul

Franz Lehar:
The Merry Widow
‘WNO, The New Theatre, 25 & 27 Oct 2005

Franz Lehar’s ever-popular The Merry Widow is a
sparkling Viennese operetta: a germanic Gilbert
& Sullivan, if you will, with turn-of-the-century
decadence supplanting Victorian absurdism. The
casual amorality and hypocrisy that permeate
every side-plot are genuinely shocking to modern
tastes, but ultimately they simply place the central
story — a couple finally admitting mutual love — in
sharper relief.

‘Welsh National Opera have adopted a bold, brassy approach. The costumes are extravagant and the
choreography busy: the last act in particular (set in a Parisian cabaret) feels like a ‘show’. At times

the continual activity of peripheral characters — from a dipsomaniac servant as the curtain rises

to randy revellers as it falls — can become a little relentless, but it fits the frenetic superficiality of
the dramatic context. There are sufficient paths on and off stage in every set for the innumerable
pairings to be carried off smoothly, but not so many that it feels like a railway terminus.

So far, ‘s0-s0” a competent staging that bristles witk

h energy but doesn’t grab our hearts. What spoke

to the audience tonight was the charisma and fun coming from the two leads: Jeffrey Black as the

black sheep Count Danilo Danilowitsch, and a ba

arnstorming Lesley Garrett as the very Merry

Widow. WNO have created this production as a star-vehicle for Garrett and it works brilliantly.

Aided by a series of dazzling white costumes, Gar
‘Widow adopts, taking centre-stage or ceding the li:

rett shines in each of the many personalities the
melight with equal grace and panache.

The operetta is performed in English using a fantastic new translation that crackles with wit, and

even allows scope for unexpected topic
John Prescott is unlikely to be in the audience).
linguistic joy, and it is therefore doubly a pity th

humour (safe in the knowledge, surely, that the target

The spoken sections of this Singspiel were a
hat the balance between singers and orchestra

was so poor. In themselves both were excellent, but together the orchestra was overwhelmingly
dominant with only Lesley Garrett consistently coming across clearly. It must, of course, be a
nightmare for touring companies to adjust to different venues’ acoustics, but there are solutions.
One by one the great opera houses of the world have admitted to using selective amplification for
their singers; if WNO cannot achieve a satisfactory musical balance at the New Theatre through

more conventional means, I hope they are consi

dering amplification for future seasons. Their

productions are of a such high standard and the musicality so fine that they should be offered every

logistical support available.

Julian Stewart, 25/10/05
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