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Oxford’s

GIGS

Thu 28th
DRUM N BASS DANCE NIGHT / £3 B4 10.00, £4 
after / 9.00pm-2.00am / The Jam Factory, 27 Park End 
Street

SABOTAGE / Rock, Punk, Metal Alternative Tunes 
£4 / 10.30-2am / The Zodiac, 190 Cowley Road; Tel: 
420042

LIVE@MOMA: TONY BEVAN (SAX) & DEREK 
BAILEY (GUITAR) / Mercury Prize nominee & legend 
of improv. music / free / 5.45pm / Modern Art Oxford, 
30 Pembroke Street. ; Tel: 722733, Fax: 722573, Email: 
generalenquiry@moma.demon.co.uk

OH BROTHER WHERE ART THOU? / Bluegrass 
/Appalachian /Old tymie, acoustic / Marlborough 
House, Western Road / 8.30 p.m. / Email: 
taube.marks@lang.ox.ac.uk

TRAILER PARK / Kimya Dawson & Toby Goodshank 
of Mouldy Peaches, Jeff Lewis, Major Matt Mason US. 
£5/£4 adv (from www.wegottickets.com) / 8-11pm / 
Port Mahon, St. Clement’s

JOHN PARRICELLI BAND / ‘...session guitar hero 
leads own band’ £6 £4 / doors open 8.15pm, band 
on 9-11pm / The Spin@The Wheatsheaf, Wheatsheaf 
Alley, 129 High Street; Tel: 243276

JOURNEY - FASHION SHOW / Model behaviour, 
swimwear, talent scouts, prizes. Students & guests 
only .£8 from Baby, 202506 or SU. / 7pm / Oxford 
Brookes University; Tel: 741111

LOS HOMBRES / Latin guitars / 11pm-2am / Freud’s, 
Walton St; Tel: 311171

EXHIBITIONS

Christ Church Picture Gallery  

Entrance via Canterbury Gate / Oriel Square. 
Open: Mon-Sat 10.30-1.00, 2.00-4.30. Sun 2.00-4.30  Tel. 276172

The Artist as Collector: 
Sir Peter Lely (1618-80)

Thirty-fi ve Old master drawings collected by Lely. 
Until 28th April 2003

PUBLICIZE YOUR SOCIETY HERE!
Put YOUR meetings or lectures up -
immediately, any time and free - at 

www.dailyinfo.co.uk.
Queries to dailyinfo@dailyinfo.co.uk 

Thu 28th

SPECIAL ‘THANKSGIVING’ SERVICE / Free / 7.30pm 
/ 36 St Giles; Tel: 557605

GENERAL GUIDED GALLERY TOUR / No booking 
required / 2.15pm / Christ Church Picture Gallery, 
Christ Church (entrance via Canterbury Gate / Oriel 
Square) Admisson: Free on Mondays, Other times: 
Adults-£2, Conc-£1 ; Tel: 276172, 

THANKSGIVING SERVICE / First Church of Christ 
Scientist. All welcome. / 7.30pm / 36 St Giles; Tel: 
557605

JOURNEY - FASHION SHOW / Model behaviour, 
swimwear, talent scouts, prizes. Students & guests 
only .£8 from Baby, 202506 or SU / 7pm / Oxford 
Brookes University; Tel: 741111

STOP THE WAR COALITION / meeting to fi nalise 
plans for MARCH Saturday 30th / Town Hall / 7.30pm / 
Email: greening_paul@hotmail.com

OXFORD HUNGARIAN SOCIETY: ‘HUNGARY, THE 
GOOD, THE BAD AND THE UGLY’ / Robin Mccon-
nachie / Details: www.hungsoc.com / 8pm in MacGre-
gor Room / Oriel College, Oriel Square; Tel: 276555

THIS HOUSE BELIEVES THAT COMMERCIALISM IN 
FOOTBALL HAS DONE MORE HARM THAN GOOD 
/ Ian Todd, Kate Hoey MP, David Sheepshanks & Keith 
Harris speaking / Emergency debate: 7.45. Debate: 
8.30pm / Oxford Union, Frewin Court

THE SPIRITUAL TOURIST / by Jim Ryan, Learn 
to recognise and understand your spiritual journey 
/ Global Retreat Centre, Nuneham Park, Nuneham 
Courtenay, 01865 343551 / Thursday, 28th Novem-
ber, FREE / Web: http://www.globalretreatcentre.com / 
Email: info@globalretreatcentre.com

MEETINGS / LECTURES

The only daily publication read in all colleges & departments.
!: 553377    ": www.dailyinfo.co.uk     e:dailyinfo@dailyinfo.co.uk

 COMING        

Oxford Playhouse 305305 

CANDIDE        Mon 25th  - Sat 30th: 7.30pm 
Sat Mat: 2.30pm

Oxford Operatic Society do Bernstein doing Voltaire. 
£9.50-£15

The Apollo Oxford 0870 6063500

THE HOBBIT  Tue 26th - Sat 30th: 7.30pm 
plus matinees Thu: 2pm Sat:2.30pm

The prelude to Lord of the Rings. £9-£15

Old Fire Station Theatre 297170

LOOK BACK IN ANGER     Tue 26th - Sat 30th: 7.30  
Sat Mat: 2.30

Revolutionary kitchen-sink drama

Burton Taylor Theatre 305350

CROSSED WIRE Tue 26th- Sat 30th: 7.30pm 
New writing: Fresh political theatre / £5/ £4
THE TALENTED MR RIPLEY  Tue 26th- Sat 30th: 
   9.30pm 
Everyone’s favourite anti-hero

Moser Theatre, Wadham 
BLACK COMEDY Tue 26th - Sat 30th: 7.30pm 
How people act when they can’t be seen.

Ultimate Picture Palace 245288
AUSTIN POWERS IN GOLDMEMBER(15)    Tue-Thu: 

7.15
Third outing for the European-toothed one.

THE TIN DRUM(18)       Tue - Thu : 9.15 
‘Magical realism’ takes on the Third Reich. 

Odeon George Street 08705050007
28 DAYS LATER (18)     Daily: 1.45, 4.45, 8.00 
Clever British horror as rage-making virus escapes lab. 
See review at www.dailyinfo.co.uk
ANITA AND ME (12A) Daily: 2.00, 4.15, 6.45, 9.00 
A young Asian girl and her dubious role model.

HARRY POTTER AND THE CHAMBER OF SECRETS (PG)  
Daily:  12.00, 1.30, 3.45, 5.00, 7.30, 8.30  

Part two of seven....
DIE ANOTHER DAY (12A)     Daily: 11.45, 2.15, 2.45, 

5.15, 5.45, 8.15, 8.45, 
The New James Bond. See review at www.dailyinfo.co.uk

 Odeon Magdalen Street 0870 5050007
MR DEEDS (12A) Daily: 1.00, 3.30, 6.00, 8.30 
Winona Ryder & Adam Sandler in romantic comedy
HARRY POTTER AND THE CHAMBER OF SECRETS (PG) 

12.30, 4.15, 8.00 
Part two of seven.... will she write them all?

Phoenix Picture House 512526
BOWLING FOR COLUMBINE (15)  Daily: 2.00, 4.20, 

6.40, 9.10

Award-winning documentary on violence within US 
culture.See review at www.dailyinfo.co.uk
RABBIT-PROOF FENCE (PG)     Tue-Thu : 4.00, 9.20
Aborigine children journey to freedom. See review at 
www.dailyinfo.co.uk
LAISSEZ PASSER (12A)    Tue -Thu 12.00, 6.00

Survival  and resistance in wartime Paris

AUSTIN POWERS IN GOLDMEMBER (12A)  Thu 11.30pm
Third outing for the European-toothed one.

GHOST IN THE SHELL (15)           Thu 11.30pm
Big budget animations about net crimes of the future

CINEMA
 Until Thurs 28th

Lebanese Restaurant
AL-SALAM
Good Food, Good Atmosphere, 

Open EVERY day, INCLUDING CHRISTMAS DAY!

6 Park End Street, Oxford  OX1 1HH

Telephone 01865 245710

SPECIAL CHRISTMAS MENU!

 Book your Christmas Party now -
Our new extension allows us to cater for 

office parties & large groups.

THEATRE
 Until Thurs 28th

BANDS, DISCOS, LIGHTS
DISCO PA & LIGHTING EQUIPMENT: hire 
and sales. 118 Cowley Rd. 01865 722027. 

DISCOS, KARAOKES AND EQUIPMENT 
HIRE: Dave Seamer Entertainments, 
(01865) 240054

BANDS, DISCO, KARAOKE, equipment 
hire, from ODS. 01865 736660

9 more on 
www.dailyinfo.co.uk!

EVER BEEN TOLD YOU TALK TOO MUCH?
We pay good money for your skills! We are currently 
looking for enthusiastic, target driven people to work 

on varied telemarketing/sales projects
ALL EUROPEAN LANGUAGES REQUIRED

ENGLISH & GERMAN/FRENCH SPEAKERS URGENTLY
We offer £6.60-£7.55 p/h (temp or temp-perm)

Holiday entitlement Full training provided
Hours to suit (between offi ce hours of 8am-5.30pm)
E-mail your CV to recruitment@advanced-alchemy.com

or contact Georgina or Marlies on 01869 363700
For more information www.advanced-alchemy.com

ENGLISH LANGUAGE LESSONS OFFERED by 
experienced Tutor (3 years teaching in Japan). Infor-
mal individual or small group lessons. Contact 
Fiona Newton on 07971 804603 or e:mail 
fj.newton@btinternet.com

TAO YOGA - FOR HEALTH, relaxation and growth. 
Simple effortless movements. Tuesday evening 
classes for just £4/£3 and occasional weekends. All 
welcome. Details from www.healingtaooxford.co.uk 
or Oxford 432901

GUITAR TUITION. ALL 
ages/levels welcome. 
Tel.07989688147 

TUITION OFFERED

18 more ads in “TUITION” 
on www.dailyinfo.co.uk!

PCFIXIT. No fix, no pay. Free 
consultation. Ring 01865243609. 
pcfixit@go.com

RENT AN IMAC with printer from 
£45.00/month, iBook from 
£65.00/month. www.macfaction.co.uk / 01865 
764091.

OXFORD MACINTOSH SOLUTIONS Ltd for all your 
Apple Macintosh Sales Services and Support. 0871 
7170000 www.omsuk.com

COMPUTERS 
FOR SALE/ HELP

48 more on 
www.dailyinfo.co.uk!

28 MORE 
ROOMS TO LET, 

23 MORE HOUSES & 
FLATS TO LET

 AND 3 HOUSES FOR 
SALE on

www.dailyinfo.co.uk

ROOMS TO LET
OXFORD CITY CENTRE, Large Room available with Ensuite . £340 pcm. Email rowland.garnett@north oxford 
property.co.uk or call 07798556584

THIRD PERSON WANTED - thirtysomething houseshare. Upper Wolvercote. £255pcm plus bills/dep. 
516932

PLEASANT ROOM in shared house. Hurst St. East Oxford. Suit professional or postgrad. N/S. £230pcm plus 
bills. Tel.243923

HOUSES/FLATS TO LET
FLAT TO RENT in North Oxford conservation area, 
10 mins walk from University Parks. Top flat in 
quiet, large Edwardian house in leafy, residential 
street. 2 huge, light, airy rooms with newly refur-
bished kitchen and bathroom. Share of utility area, 
washing machine and large secluded garden. Avail-
able now for 1 year min. £800pcm to include elec-
tricity, water, council tax. Non smokers only. No pets. 
Ideal for couple. Email annap@sol.brookes.ac.uk 
Tel 01865 727978 / 483717. 

TACKLEY VILLAGE. 4-bedroom house, garage, 
garden. Large, light wooden floored attic bed-
room with study. 2 bathrooms, dining room, gasCH 
etc. Close station (oxford 10mins, london 70mins). 
860pcm. Available December. 01869331057 or 
07899962839 

UNUSUAL GIFTS
FOR XMAS :

HUGE
POSTERS

FROM

TINY PHOTOS

We can blow you, your relatives or 
pets up to A0 size (which is really 

quite big).
Sharp black and white images on a 

variety of colours of paper.
£10 plus vat for 4 the same.

Call 553377 or email 
dailyinfo@dailyinfo.co.uk

 INDIAN RESTAURANT & TAKEAWAY
(FULLY LICENSED)

Excellent cuisine at reasonable prices

THE STANDARD TANDOORI

-- Opposite the Phoenix Cinema --

For bookings, tel. 553557
117 Walton St, Oxford, OX2 6AJ. 

Open 7 days - 12 - 2.30pm, 6 - 11.30pm

FOOD

MOUTH-WATERING TRADITIONAL LEBANESE CUISINE
SPECIAL LUNCH PACKS - SANDWICHES

UNIQUE DISH AND SOUP OF THE DAY  VARY DAILY

253 BANBURY ROAD  SUMMERTOWN  Tel: 3 1 1 6 6 0

S P E C I A L I S I N G                   I N P A R T I E S

O P E N : MON-FRI 9AM-9PM

SAT : 9AM-6PM, SUN 10:30AM-4:30PM

PLACE YOUR PARTY ORDERS NOW FOR XMAS

19 more on 
www.dailyinfo.co.uk!

GOING HOME? Got a lot of luggage / personal 
effects / papers? Don’t pay airline prices. Don’t lug 
it through airports and stations. U.K services avail-
able as well as foreign destinations. We can ship 
your personal effects back home at a fraction of the 
cost of airline excess baggage prices, and with none 
of the hassle. R.M BAGGAGE SERVICES. RING FREEP-
HONE 0800 0184268 

BIG OR SMALL WE SHIP IT ALL: also 24-hour photo-
copying, private mailing addresses (24-hour access 
and forwarding worldwide), binding, fax bureau and 
much more. Mail Boxes Etc. Summertown 01865 
514655, Headington 01865 741729 

GARDENER, EXPERIENCED. Call David: 510412

VANOLOGY REMOVAL SERVICE. Reasonable rates. 
Local and long distance. Reliable. Phone / fax 
John 01865-243609. 
vanology@go.com

 SERVICES OFFERED

WE’LL KEEP IT UP
 FOR 3 WEEKS !!

Daily Information’s 
Christmas sheet 
covers the period 

from December 20th
 to January 10th

So you can get 3 weeks’
 continuous coverage 

for the price of one advert.
Boxes from £28.20

lineage 30p/word plus VAT
Call 553377 or email

dailyinfo@dailyinfo.co.uk

Graduate students interested in
 Part-time work as SCR junior butlers

please call

SCR Butler
Robert Saberton-Haynes

The Queen’s College
Tel: 01865 279199

BOX OFFICE ASSISTANT (Full Time) The Oxford Apollo 
: Enthusiastic friendly team needs new member! 
You should have excellent communiction skills 
and love of theatre plus flexible attitude to work 
hours. katherine.binks@clearchannel.co.uk Closing 
date 6/12. Only those shortlisted will be contacted.

ECONOMICS/POLITICS TEACHERS URGENTLY 
REQUIRED for teaching at A-Level standard in 
a small independent 6th-form College, from Jan-
uary 2003. Experience an advantage, but not a 
necessity. Contact Steve Jones: 01865 711829 / 
steve@kingsoxford.co.uk or send c.v. to Kings School 
Oxford, Temple Road, Oxford OX4 2UJ.

JOBS OFFERED        

Talk and meditation practice on the YOGA OF SELF 
-KNOWLEDGE. saturday 30 November, 2.30-4.00pm 
at the Asian Cultural centre, Manzil way, off Cowley 
rd, Oxford. All welcome. Organised by Shanti sadan. 
Tel 0207727 7846

UNICYCLE, 26 INCH WHEEL, chrome. Hand made 
by DM Engineering. Top quality. Mint condition. 
£130 new. Any genuine offers considered. 
particularlyhungry@hotmail.com or leave message 
on 432901

UNICYCLES FOR SALE

VEHICLE EXCHANGE
Mini, excellent condition, exchange for motorbike 
or scooter. 07766 187036

This Phyllis Nagy adaptation of Patricia High-
smith’s famous novel is a colder, bleaker 
work than the recent fi lm adaptation, mostly 
told in monologue to the audience and in 
shifting, half-narrative, half-per-
formed sequences between char-
acters separated by time, space 
and even death.

 

Anomie Productions’ savagely 
short presentation of the play 
relishes a desperate wistfulness 
which seems slightly at odds with 
a story which is actually about 
succeeding in fi nding the doors 
to a life of wealth and privilege, 
kicking them in, and triumphantly 
usurping the place of our better-
off friends. 

It almost feels like a one-man show, best when 
Tom Ripley (played intensely but unevenly by 
Coleman Crenshaw), is centre stage and the 
other characters mere pliant extensions of his 
diseased pyche. When independent of Ripley’s 
scheming, the idle children of the rich are sweetly 
innocent, and almost too likeable and lovely. 
Particularly Harry Lloyd, as Richard Greenleaf, 
oozes effortless, arrogant charm, easy as the 
lazy jazz which from the outset signals a world 

REVIEW : THEATRE

of luxury and leisure dangling just out of Ripley’s 
reach. Elisabeth Gray adds bohemian charm as 
Marge, and Sam Brown a little seductive local 
colour. But when he gets it all; the girls, the boys, 

the beautiful appartment, it 
seems to hang on him as 
badly as Ricky’s expensive 
suits. 

Ripley’s fi nal triumph is deliv-
ered only to the audience, 
face thrown back, disin-
tegrating into harsh light, 
his beguiling tale of amoral-
ity dissolving into awkward, 
angry pronouncements, lost 
between shouting and 
silence. 

It’s a long, complicated plot and this whistle-stop 
dash through it feels fast, loose and unsubtle, but, 
on the bright side, it’s glorously violent, wastes 
no time, and cuts straight to the brutal heart of 
the story. Look out for a fun turn as a detective 
straight from the pages of a novel from Adam 
Gidwitz.

Jeremy Dennis 

The Talented Mr Ripley
The Burton Taylor Theatre until Nov 30

LARGE ROOM, DETACHED SHARED HOUSE, HEADINGTON, park-
ing, £265pcm professional 07866535265 
BULLINGDON ROAD, FRIENDLY house, single room, 220cpm, 
female preferred, 07810842689 
KIDLINGTON. ROOM, COMFORTABLE, friendly houseshare. 
£250pcm. NS. Available now. 01865460917 
BEDROOM AND STUDY (Jericho) for quiet postgrad female, 
£440 552308 
E.OXFORD 2 ROOMS, JANUARY £510 BOTH OR £250/£350 
each. nabarz@hotmail.com 
EAST OXFORD 3 rooms in mixed prof house £285pcm 
01844279279 
SHORTLET, LOVELY JERICHO home, N/S, Vegetarian. £350. 
07947 279843 
LUXURY NEW HOUSE, Headington, large room,£450 fully 
inclusive,07785970098 

DOUBLE ROOM WHEATLEY NR BROOKES £100.00 WEEK 01865 
873380 
ROOMS, FULLY FURNISHED, DEC-APRIL 240pounds,07985 
096637,felichou@hotmail.com 
LARGE ROOM NEAR oxford train station, pref gay male 
lrgill_99@yahoo.com 
DOUBLE ROOM LUXUARY Apartment Botley. Available 26/12 
02 07989571694 £400pcm 
COSY ROOM,260PM, AVAILABLE 11/12 to 06 04,tel 
07985095193 
DBL RM EAST Oxford availble now £300pcmsngl/£400pcmcple 
01865770283 
SINGLE ROOM JERICHO parking Share gay F £300pcm excl 
07866712890. 
JERICHO. MEDIUM-SIZED room, beautiful shared house. £417. 
07974762301 
BEATIFULL ROOM COWLEY road 255 bills(15) 1 mouth 
deposit(255) 07957432162 
OXFORD CITY CENTRE large room £450 pcm 0787 0840858 
rcurtis@darbys.co.uk 
DOUBLE ROOM MARSTON St available end dec 300pcm 
chrissmardon@hotmail.com 
GREATER LEYS GOOD sized room £350 pcm inclusive - 
07967555814 
SINGLE, FRIENDLY HOUSESHARE, Headington, £60pw inclu-
sive, kjohnston@cluttons.com, available 22Dec 
DOUBLE, FRIENDLY HOUSESHARE, Headington, £75pw inclu-
sive, kjohnston@cluttons.com, 01865 764008 
COSY SINGLE ROOM summertown suit fem from March 2003. 
dawei50@hotmail.com 
BOTLEY RD. LARGE ROOM. STATION 10 mins £235pcm . 1/12. 
01865-241078 
LOVELY VIEW SINGLE room Call 01865 244012 
LARGE DOUBLE. AVAILABLE Jan03. £290. Cowley. Prof’s. 
EMAIL:gharrison@oxford.gov.uk PHONE:07760154166 
ENSUITE ROOM, CENTRAL Oxford, £450pcm, no deposit, A.S.A.P 
Matt 01865 791265 
ROOM HELEN ROAD £450 pcm inc 0787 0840858 e-mail 
rcurtis@darbys.co.uk 
BRAND NEW LUXURY HOUSE, Headington, large room £450 
inc.07785970098 
DOUBLE ROOM IN shared cottage. Littlemore. £266pcm excu-
sive. 01865771087. OX44QG 
COWLEY, DOUBLE ROOM. £340 pcm inclusive. Ox 715322. 
torkjell.stromme@hen.invesco.com 
SINGLE ROOM TO LET. Shared house 4 girls. £245. 
07905959546 
ARNCOTT, NEAR BICESTER single and double rooms 
maintenance@acnielsen.co.uk or 07802679305 
WHEATLEY AREA FITTED single room T.V. 
Maintenance@acnielsen.co.uk or 07802679305 
QUIET FEMALE FOR short let avail now £360pcm inc 
suzyprior@hotmail.com 
DOUBLE ROOM MARSTON St available end december 300pcm 
chrissmardon@hotmail.com 
ONE ROOM AVAILABLE 71 Ridgefield Rd, Cowley Oxford 
darinaya@hotmail.com 
HEADINGTON.SMALL ROOM, SMART DETACHED ,garden prof 
ns £220 01865249426 
N/S PROFESSIONAL for houseshare Marston £285pcm. Avail-
able January. 07876643899. 
CLOSE TO BROOKES Wheatley Single room 
maintenance@acnielsen.co.uk or 07802679305 
EN-SUITE, LUXURY NEW HOUSE, Sandhills, Headington,£495 
inclusive,07785970098 
HEADINGTON HOUSESHARE WITH one other £350pcm exclu-
sive (Jan) david.burton@tmg uk.com 
HEADINGTON ROOM IN Detached smart prof ns quiet garden 
01865249426 
ROOM OXCITY CENTRE girls only £72 weekly inclusive 205051 
ROOM RANDOLPH STREET (5BED HOUSE),FROM 15.12, £280pcm 
boule.ebil@voila.fr 
ROOM AVAILABLE IN spacious house cowley phone (01782) 
644 060 
3 LARGE ROOMS in student house, £280 exc bills 
ashah@cch.co.uk 
CITY CENTRE WALK. HUGE ROOMS, 245-320 each.bills 
tamsineurope@aol.com 07966258899 
HEADINGTON, SINGLE, EXECUTIVE TOWNHOUSE close to hos-
pitals.£325 inc.07785970098 
CENTRAL, SHARE ONE other, off-road parking, £360 excl (Jan) 
mferguson@oup.co.uk 
ABINGDON RD, SINGLE ROOM, PARKING, £220PCM, AVAILABLE 
1ST December 07711849348 
ROOM IN SHARED apartment, Ensuite, £450pcm, Central Oxford 
Matt 07949945893 
FOLLY BRIDGE FLATSHARE (riverview) 1 room available, ns25 
£366pcmexc david420uk@yahoo.co.uk 
COWLEY, SMALL SINGLE room,210 pound, fully furniture, inter-
net,07919003863 
SUMMERTOWN, NICE DOUBLE ROOM, ALL BILL INC.(internet, 
tv). 550pcm.07789000894 
DOUBLE ROOM IN farmhouse, Islip. Prof non-smoker £245pcm 
01865 331426 
2 LARGE DOUBLEROOMS, friendly, Cowley, avail. 
15.01.-30.03.2003, 300ppm, studenthouse1@hotmail. com 
2 DOUBLE ROOMS nrBMW £70p/winc Avail mid Dec 
07803599094 
MARSTON, ROOM IN MODERN houseshare £285pcm. Available 
1st January 07876643899. 

BEATIFULL ROOM COWLEY road 255 bills(15),1mouth deposit 
07957432162 
LARGE DOUBLE ROOM, Jericho shared house, £260pm excl 
bills 515686 
HEADINGTON. SINGLE ROOM, student house. £250pm bills 
07973 409 726 
CHARLES STREET DOUBLE n/s share house £280 exc 
gpreynolds@hotmail. com 

!
REVIEW : THEATRE

Crossed Wire is a piece of devised theatre about 
the meaningless infantilisation of communication 
that’s carried out through media and political vox-
pop culture. Tom Gatti, playing a generic Blairite 
politician, recites a speech of absurdities con-
structed from fragments taken from actual political 
orations, rearranged to form meaning-
less mantras like “stand up and be 
counted or sit down and be a paedo-
phile.” News reporters relate tales of 
four-year-old children leaving home in 
a fi t of domestic angst with the same 
seriousness, or lack of seriousness, as 
reporting international war crime. And 
lobotomised secretaries communicate 
in slogans extracted from cosmetics 
adverts and the worst of fashion maga-
zines. Set against all this speedy super-
fi cial tosh is a courtroom monologue 
of “real” human pain, a woman telling 
us about the violent murder of her hus-
band. Crossed Wire ends with a total 
failure and rejection of communication; 
after 45 minutes of speaking only stuff 
and nonsense, the six actors fi nd they’re 
unable to say anything at all, and are calmed only 
by having buckets placed on their heads. Words, 
we assume, have been so depersonalised by vox-
pop vacancy, that no-one can fi nd a mode of 
expression that is capable of representing “real” 
feeling. 

On a surface level, Crossed Wire works fi ne. The 
rhythms and rhymes of the politician’s speeches 
form pleasant, energetic poetry, and, although it 
could be tighter, the devised movements were 
fun to watch. Nick Gill’s music is as wonderful as 
always, and the actors are uniformly competent, 
with Kate Fowler in particular distinguishing her-
self with her appropriately vacant beauty. And cer-
tain concepts in the play are extremely intelligent: 

the moment when a Blair puppet is constructed 
from screwed up sheets of The Guardian, espe-
cially, is surreally hilarious. 

Having said that, I found Crossed Wire’s content 
extremely suspect and its argument logically 

fl awed; the surface 
competency of the 
piece becoming only 
a persuasive mask 
over this ideological 
dubiousness, albeit a 
fun one to watch. 
Firstly, the 
relationship between 
“real” human feeling 
and media reportage 
is far more complex 
than the black-
and-white dichotomy 
that Crossed Wire 
appears to set up. But 
moreover, all forms 
of media expression 
- radio, television, 
broadsheet and tab-

loid news - were treated as a conglomerate mass, 
with the same accusations levelled at all modes. 
Snobbish it may sound, but I’m not sure it’s fair 
to treat Guardian reportage in the same way as 
trash celebrity gossip mags; yes, both rely to a cer-
tain extent on human interest stories and the emo-
tional manipulation of their audience, but surely 
that extent is crucial? It was a fun 45 minutes 
of theatre, and it did make me laugh, but a jibe 
at Blairite-media culture is an easy one to make, 
and Crossed Wire needed to have shown more 
originality of material, and consistency of thought. 
And to have had a more viable alternative to the 
downfalls of vox-pop  culture than simply placing a 
bucket over one’s head. 

Minnie Saunders

 Crossed Wire 
 Burton Taylor Theatre, November 26th - 30th at 7.30pm

The atmosphere is created the moment you take 
your seat in the theatre.  The actors are already 
settled in the Porters tiny crowded fl at with the 
papers as you take your seat with 
the soundtrack to the 50’s drifting 
across the theatre.  The costumes 
and set are exactly right, with 
nothing that feels out of place.  The 
play itself tells the story of Jimmy 
Porter, the original angry young 
man, and his relationship with his 
wife, whom he can never quite 
forgive for being from the upper-
classes. 

The class distinctions were beauti-
fully played, with the clipped neat 
accent of Alison Porter and her 
friend Helena contrasting perfectly 
with the more common accents of 
Jimmy and his business partner 
Cliff (who managed a creditable Welsh accent).

The action takes a while to get into its stride, 
with Jimmy’s hectoring rants initially sounding a 
little forced.  However, as the characters begin to 
develop the cast relax into their roles and some 
excellent performances emerge, particularly from 
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Laura McNaught as Jimmy’s put-upon and dis-
tressed wife.  John Walton takes Jimmy Porter, 
the “angry young man”, and shows us some 

of the emotions moving beneath the 
surface taking us from frustration and 
dislike of him for his treatment of 
Alison to an unexpected sympathy 
with him by the end of the perform-
ance. 

 Although ostensibly a student pro-
duction, the experience and skill of 
the cast, about 1/2 of whom are now 
past their student days, gives the 
play a polish and depth that a com-
plex text like this requires.

At almost 3 hours including the inter-
val, this is a weighty play (I don’t 

think anything has been cut from the original 
text) but it is absorbing all the way through.  You 
might want to take a cushion with you to make 
yourself comfortable but this is well worth settling 
down for.

Jo Charman

Look Back in Anger
Old Fire Station to Nov 30th

 


