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Oxford Amnesty Lectures 2003

present
Richard Rogers
Architect. Author of Cities for a Small Planet.

Wed 29 January, Sheldonian Theatre, 5.30pm

Tickets on door £6 (£4 conc)
Season tickets £36 (£24)

All proceeds to Amnesty International

CINEMA REVIEW
G h (0] St S h I p Odeon George Street

until Thurs 30th

It is May the 21st, 1962. On board the luxury Ital-
ian ocean liner Antonia Graza, a little girl looks on,
bored, as adult passengers dance together. On the
bridge, after a switch is furtively pushed to ‘mas-
simo’, a cable grows visibly more and more taut. The
little girl joins the captain in a dance, when suddenly
the cable jerks across the ballroom floor, slicing all
the dancers neatly in half.

It is the present day. Captain Sean Murphy (Gabriel
Byrne) and his crew are hired by pilot Jack Fer-
riman (Desmond Harrington) to salvage an ocean
liner which he has spotted adrift in the Bering Sea.
Despite their strong sense that something is not
quite right about the unmanned Antonia Graza, the
crew is only too willing to profit from the ship, espe-
cially when they discover the crates of gold bullion
on board - until, that is, they all start dying, one by
one, under mysterious circumstances...

Despite its promising prologue, once ‘Ghost Ship’
reaches cruising speed it sets a direct course for
predictability. If | tell you that only two of the crew
are not white, can you guess which two die first? If
| say that only one of the crew is female, can you
guess who gets to survive? The cast is adequate,
but all the characters are merely stock cliches, each
of whose grisly demises becomes ever more wel-
come, if only because it indicates that the film is so
much closer to being over. Believe me, if you haven't
worked out the film’s ‘shock’ conclusion within the
first twenty minutes, this is only because the film
has failed to grab even a quarter of your attention.

As the salvagers move through the ship’s dark cor-
ridors, periodically losing radio contact with one
another, and discovering ever more evidence of
some terrible past event, one can’t help thinking of
the beginning of ‘Alien’. And as Epps (Juliana Mar-
gulies) keeps seeing the ghost of a little girl, and the
abandoned ballroom miraculously comes to life, one
can't help thinking of ‘The Shining’. But, unlike either
‘Alien’ or ‘The Shining’, ‘Ghost ship’ has committed
the cardinal sin of all horror films: it has forgotten to
be scary.

Anton Bitel, 27.01.03

GIGS

CATWEAZLE CLUB / Oxford’s longest running acous-
tic performance club for musicians, poets, storytellers
& performers. £3/£2. / 8.30pm / Northgate Hall, St
Michael's St

PUSSY CAT SWING BAND / Cabaret style event
every Wednesday night / Doors open 9pm till 2am /
Jongleurs, Hythe Bridge St./ 01865 722851

LAIKA / Rock/jazz combo. £6/£7 (incl. Trashy after) /
7pm / The Zodiac, 190 Cowley Road; Tel: 420042
ATHENA / Jazz duo / 11pm-2am / Freud’s, Walton St;
Tel: 311171

CINEMA

Until Thurs 30th January

Ultimate Picture Palace 245288
28 DAYS LATER (18) Wed & Thu: 9.15pm
Rage-making virus escapes lab. See review at
dailyinfo.co.uk
ALL ABOUT MY MOTHER (15) Thu: 7pm
Manuela tracks the father of her dead teenage son

Odeon George Street

0870 5050007
GANGS OF NEW YORK (18) Wed & Thu:
4.15%, 8.00*
Di Caprio, Day-Lewis, Diaz & Broadbent in Scorsese’s
19th century NY. See review at www.dailyinfo.co.uk
8 MILE (15) Daily: 12.15, 3.00, 6.00, 8.45
Eminem stars in biographical tale. See review at
dailyinfo.co.uk
GHOST SHIP (18) Daily: 1.30, 4.00, 6.30, 9.00
Gabriel Byrne & fellow salvagers trapped in a haunted
ship. See review, above
ABOUT SCHMIDT (15) Daily: 11.30 (not Weds),
2.30, 5.30, 8.30
Jack Nicholson & Kathy Bates in the tale of a failed
man. See review, below right
DIE ANOTHER DAY (12A) Daily: 12.30*
Bond needs no introduction... See review at
www.dailyinfo.co.uk
CATCH ME IF YOU CAN (12A) Wed & Thu:
12.30%, 3.45%, 7.45*
Hanks, DiCaprio, Walken & Sheen in true story of suc-
cessful conman
SENIOR SCREEN: BILLY ELLIOTT (15)
Wed: 10.45am. Over 55s only!
11-yr-old Billy finds ballet at the heart of the 1984
miners’ strike

Odeon Magdalen Street

0870 5050007
CHICAGO (12A) Daily: 12.00%, 2.45*, 5.30*%, 8.30*
Zellweger, Zeta-Jones & Gere do sex & violence,
1920s-style. See review at www.dailyinfo.co.uk
PRE-RELEASE SCREENING: PUNCH DRUNK LOVE (15)
Daily: 6.00, 8.45
Adam Sandler as small-time businessman on romantic
journey (win tickets & find review at dailyinfo.co.uk)
HARRY POTTER & THE CHAMBER OF SECRETS (PG)
Daily: 1.45
Contains intense combat & fantasy horror. See review
at www.dailyinfo.co.uk

Phoenix Picture House 512526
THE PIANIST (15) Wed: 3.00 Thurs: 3.00, 6.00
A jewish pianist's tale of survival through WWII. See
review at www.dailyinfo.co.uk
SPIDER (15) Wed & Thu: 4.45,9.15
Ralph Fiennes in Cronenberg’s latest psychodrama.
See review at www.dailyinfo.co.uk
SPECIAL PREVIEW: THE HOURS (12A) Wed: 6.30
3 women in different times are affected by Virginia

OPENING THE ORBIT

The Microcosmic Orbit is the collective name
for your two most important energy channels,

which run up the spine & down the front of the body.

The joining and activation of these channels produces
important health benefits, including increased resistance to
stress and illness and a heightened level of vitality.

This is the energy which is balanced by acupuncture,
except here you do it yourself, without needles.

Movements to open the orbit will be taught :
Sunday January 2nd, 11am-3pm,

St Phillip & St James School, Leckford Rd.

£15, £10 concs. Beginners very welcome.

Details from 432901, or www.healingtaooxford.co.uk

SERVICES OFFERED

ALEXANDER TECHNIQUE LESSONS, central Oxford
and Headington. Student rates. Tel; 01865-765511.
s.c@btinternet.com www.oxat.net

BIG OR SMALL WE SHIP IT ALL: also 24-hour photo-
copying, private mailing addresses (24-hour access
and forwarding worldwide), binding, fax bureau and
much more. Mail Boxes Etc. Summertown 01865
514655, Headington 01865 741729

GARDENER, EXPERIENCED. Call David: 510412

VANOLOGY REMOVAL SERVICE. Reasonable rates.
Local and long distance. Reliable. 01865-243609.

vanology@go.com
12 more on
www.dailyinfo.co.uk!

BANDS, DISCOS, LIGHTS

DISCO PA & LIGHTING EQUIPMENT: hire
and sales. 118 Cowley Rd. 01865 722027

DISCOS, KARAOKES AND EQUIPMENT
HIRE: Dave Seamer Entertainments,
(01865) 240054

;(\ BANDS, DISCO, KARAOKE, equipment

~ hire, from ODS. 01865 736660

i

4 more on
www.dailyinfo.co.uk!

MEETINGS/LECTURES

PUBLICIZE YOUR SOCIETY HERE!
Put YOUR meetings or lectures up -
immediately, any time and free - at

www.dailyinfo.co.uk.
Queries to dailyinfo@dailyinfo.co.uk

THE DAVID PATTERSON SEMINARS / Prof. Allon
Gal (Ben-Gurion Uni.): ‘Zionism & Diaspora: Geo-Cul-
tural Dimensions’. All welcome / 8pm. Buffet from 7pm
/ Yarnton Manor, Yarnton, Oxford OX5 1PY. OCHJS
bus leaves from Ox. Playhouse @ 6.40pm & 7.45pm;
leaves Yarnton @ 9.45pm. Single fare £1.60 (£1.20
students); Tel: 377946, Fax: 375079

STRUGGLING FOR TRUTH / Meal (charge), talk by
Revd Dr Harriet Harris & discussion / University Church
of St. Mary the Virgin, High Street (entrance Radcliffe
Sq.) / 7pm, OId Library / university.church@ox.ac.uk
OXFORD AMNESTY LECTURE SERIES: DIVIDED
CITIES / Architect & author Richard Rogers. Tickets:
305305 / 5.30pm / Sheldonian Theatre, Broad Street;
Tel: 305305

OEDIPUS & CREON: DOUBLE HYBRIS / Barrie
Rutter, Actor and Artistic Director of Northern Broad-
sides./ 2.15 pm / Magdalen College Auditorium, Long-
wall St

THERAPY: PITFALLS & POTENTIAL / Michael Soth,
Psychotherapist & Trainer. £10/evening, £50 for all
six / Womens Institute (WI) Hall, North Hinksey
Lane, Botley, West Oxford / 7.30pm - 10pm / Web:
www.soth.co.uk / Email: michael@soth.co.uk

SLADE LECTURE / ‘Rembrandt’s anger: art lovers
& asses’. Prof. Ernst van de Wetering. Public lecture,
part of the ‘Reconstructing Rembrandt’ series. / 5pm /
Lecture Hall, Taylor Institution, St Giles’, Oxford

OVEREATERS ANONYMOUS / Weekly 12 Step meet-
ing for anyone with an eating disorder. / 7.30pm
- 8.30pm / West Oxford Community Centre, Botley
Road

OXFORD GAMELAN SOCIETY / Play the enchanting
bronze orchestra of Java! Beginners welcome / Balfour
Building, 60, Banbury Road, Oxford. Contact: Martyn
Bull 01235 815470 or Pete Smith 01865 510815 /6pm
PHILOSOPHY SESSIONS / Dealing with the most fun-
damental topics of human thought in a fresh manner.
07812 413335 /20.00 / tba

ANTI WAR NETWORK / 1st meeting to help anti
war groups & individuals coordinate better. / Blackfri-
ars, St Giles / 7.30pm Blackfriars, St Giles / Email:
greening_paul@hotmail.com

DRUIDS & BARDS STUDY GROUP / Folk tales,
myths and lore of druidcraft and bards. £3. / Port
Mahon pub, St.Clements / 19:00-21:00 / Email:
nabarz@hotmail.com

AN EVENING WITH BELA SZOMBATI / The new
Hungarian Ambassador to Britain./ 8pm / Oxford Hun-
garian Society / Champneys Room, Oriel College,
Oriel Square, off High St.

e 82
AUDITIONS B2 %Y]
STYLISH MALE ACTORS for OFS i(‘

production of Sheridan’s ‘The Rivals’. Magdalen (ask
at lodge), 7-9.30pm, Weds 29th. 01865 241271

THEATRE

Until Thurs 30th January

Oxford Playhouse 305305

SNAKE INTHE GRASS Tue 28th Jan - Sat 1st Feb
Daily: 7.30pm Except Fri: 8pm Thu & Sat Mat: 2.30pm
Alan Ayckbourn’s latest explores family relationships in
genre-combining style. £8.50-£21.50

Burton Taylor Theatre 305350
LAMOS, THE CHILD EATER
Tue 28th Jan - Sat 1st Feb. Daily: 9.30pm
Sock puppets & a dancing monster as someone eats
babies in a seaside town. £5/£4

AN INDIAN AFFAIR

Woolf’'s work. Plus Q & A with Director Stephen Daldry
THE MAN IN THE WHITE SUIT (U)  Wed: 2.30, 7.00
Alec Guiness as young inventor who creates an immor-
tal cloth...

THE EYE (15) Thu: 11.45pm
Scariest Far Eastern horror since the ‘Ring’ films

ONE HOUR PHOTO (15) Thu: 11.15pm
Robin Williams as photo obsessive. See review at
dailyinfo.co.uk

THE LAVENDER HILL MOB (U) Thu: 2.30, 7.00
Ingenious bullion robbery in one of Ealing comedy’s
finest

Tue 28th - Sat 1st Feb.

Daily: 7.30pm
A woman'’s sense of longing becomes a powerful &
dominant master... £5/£4

*=Wheelchair access

‘a @ We've got a % 6
NEW SIDEBAR

www.dailyinfo.co.uk
Like it? Hate it? Let us know!

If’s a bit like trying to
interest a deaf tortoise....

KEEP IT SIMPLE AND BOLD
FEWER WORDS = GREATER IMPACT

Draft your text, then go through it ruthlessly eliminating
superfluous words. You are increasing clarity and cutting costs.

Don't make your details too complicated - if the time and
price change every day you are only going to confuse people.

Simplicity makes more of an impression.

COMPUTERS
FOR SALE/ HELP

PCFIXIT. No fix, no pay. Free
consultation. Ring 01865243609.
pcfixit@go.com

RENT AN IMAC with printer from
£45.00/month, iBook from
£65.00/month. wwwmacfaction.co.uk / 01865
764091.

OXFORD MACINTOSH SOLUTIONS Ltd for all your
Apple Macintosh Sales Services and Support. 0871
7170000 www.omsuk.com

44 more on
www.dailyinfo.co.uk!

TUITION OFFERED

ENGLISH LANGUAGE TUITION. Cambridge / IELTS
exams. Writing skills. Thesis checking. 728698

22 more on
www.dailyinfo.co.uk!

MYSTERY SHOPPING?

We have various shaped holes
O¢meOQU+RN @ XX
for various shaped pegs.

Mystery Callers

Data Entry

Project Completors

Field Marketing Assistant

Flexible hours to suit most lifestyles
£5.75-£6.25 per hour

If you are looking for a friendly working
environment, flexible hours and to learn
about Mystery Shopping please call:
Kelvin on 01865 262807.

EFFECTIVE ADVERTISING

Contact: the first words must ring a bell - start your classical
concert ad with ‘Puccini...” and those who know he was a

composer will read

ltalian.ice-cream.

the rest. Nothing can be done for or with

those who think he was Dillinger's side-kick or some form of

Don't assume that anyone knows anything. You may work in
the ICL or the DP, but the Philosophy student coming to your
Marxist meeting there hasn't a clue where it is.

Size: be larger than your competitors, but if you cannot afford
a large display, try to hive off a market with a special appeal, e.g.
“The Only Musical in Oxford This Term". Make sure it does have
a special appeal though. “The Only Musical in Oxford with a 2nd

Trombone” won't do (they won't recognise it as The Mikado).

You can sell on quality to a limited group. Providing someone

wants what you've got, the price you ask doesn't matter very

much. If they don’t want it, however good it is and however low
the price, it won't sell.

Repetition: the advertisement needs to appear three times

at least. There is no doubt whatscever that no matter what it is,
it appears less imporiant to everyone else than it does to you.

Imagine trying to interest a deaf tortoise, and you've about
grasped the measure of clarity and repetition required.

Keep as near to one idea as you can get, decide on your

marketing strategy and reinforce it - as often as possible.

When booking a display (box) advert, it is usually better to state
what you wish emphasised and leave the designing to us.

It takes a long time to change people’s minds. For practical
purposes, you can only release desires already there. So don't
advertise unless you are giving understandable information,

rather than trying to convert people.

about your show.

Be consistent - if your company has a logo, use it in your ad.

Advertising budget: minimum of 10% of potential turnover. Most
people spend too little. There is no point investing in period wigs,
authentic props and rehearsal space if no-one then knows

Contact details: the greatest response from individuals
goes to phone numbers, then e-mail addresses, then postal

addresses, then box numbers.

THE BLANKFIELD COLLEGE PLAYERS
MACBETH

Tues 12th Qctober - Sar 1 Tth Ocrober, 1999,
Tues & Wed 7.30pm; Thurs & Fri 8.00pm; Sat 7.45pm.

preudly present their uncut and completely authentic production of

Starring Joe Bloggs and Mary Smith. PRODUCER: William (Bill) Jones.

in the college hall (through quad & tum left). Tickets: £4 on door, £2 Saturday.
*4 truly living interpretation of this tragic but nevertheless still relevant work'.

MACBETH

Tues 12 - Sat 17 Oct, 19:30, Blank Hall. £3 on door.

BLAREICLE? FLAYCHRY

BAD ADVERT

GOOD ADVERT

OXFORD INFORMATION

PART-TIME ASSISTANT (15-20 hrs pw), for Oxford-
based internet marketing company. Must be con-
fident, articulate and presentable. Job will involve
visiting local businesses to help raise awareness
regarding our recently launched product (no selling
involved). Please contact Alex on 01865 304899.

CLEANER REQUIRED - City Centre Hotel - Mon-Fri,
10am-2pm. £5.27/hour. Tel: 727275

WILDLY EXCITING, THESPIAN COMPUTER CONSUL-
TANCY seeks manic but organized computer tech-
nicians to manage our clients’ IT networking
needs.. shop@computerassistance.uk.com or call
01865451177

32 more on
www.dailyinfo.co.uk!
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HOUSES & FLATS TO LET

ABINGDON NORTH: 1-bed flat for single non-smoker.
Gas c/h. £575pcm inc. 07970 643089

22 more on
www.dailyinfo.co.uk!

Plus 1 “For Sale” on
www.dailyinfo.co.uk!

ROOMS TO LET

CENTRAL NORTH OXFORD. Quiet. Good sized room
between St Antony’s and Port Meadow. Preference
to a n/s academic or similar in Oxford part

week. £300pcm plus electricity. Tel. 553377 or email
roomtolet@dailyinfo.co.uk

SINGLE ROOM. CENTRAL. Suit student. Family
house. £5750pw plus bills. Oxford 396055

HEADINGTON: SINGLE ROOM, shared non-smoking
house. £265pcm, deposit and bills.
paulivanp@netscape.net

DYNAMIC COWLEY HOUSESHARE. Large room
£250pcm. Available 8.3.03. 07947 028137
eben.kirksey@wolfson.ox.ac.uk

SPACIOUS LOFT BEDROOM. Share house with 1
other plus cat. Suit non-smoker. Temple Cowley.
£375 incl. jonpaul@dircon.co.uk. 01865749205

SHORT-TERM LET, Morrell Avenue.Beautiful double
room available for February & March only. Non-
smoking, friendly, peaceful house. To share with
two professional women. £305pcm (incl. council tax
& water rates). 01865 251634

TWO LARGE ROOMS (unfurnished) in lovely
house of four. Temple Cowley, NS, £220pcm.
house@shinyblue.idps.co.uk

IDEAL GARRET, WOLVERCOTE, large rm, beautiful
furnished loft conversion, skylight, wooden beams,
in fully-equipped stone cottage, 2 tiny gardens, free
parking, 3 secs from bus route 6, 10 secs from Post
Office, to share with 1 quietish female 23, would
suit quietish n/s female post-grad, 6 months let,
£397pcm plus bills. 07814 418467

N ’
- —

-

jme-tliaeiml
B¥ JFORD

St.Giles Ch,
Rewley Abbe
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23 Franciscan Monastery
24 Merton Coll.

25 St.Aldates

26 St. Frideswides

27 St Michaels Southgate
28 Magdalene Coll.
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47 Men's Guest House
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Mill-stream
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Seen from
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in the west

The Washington International Studies Council

Oxford University Undergrads/ Grads Wanted
Academic Year 2002 - 2003

Rooms to let in Central Oxford and Jericho
Houses fully furnished, sharing with
American Students
Rent £360 inc. all utilities

Call PamelaWhite
01865 201132

I 22 All Souls’ Coll.

Mary Potter

until Thurs 30th

o

About Schmidt

A man sits alone at a desk in an empty office, watch-
ing with a look of anxiety and resignation as the
seconds tick by on the wall clock. The man is sixty-
six year old actuary Warren Schmidt, and he is wait-
ing for the clock to strike five, as this will mark the
beginning of his retirement from Woodmen Insur-
ance.

This brief introductory scene to ‘About Schmidt’
encapsulates the essence of the whole film, which,

Odeon George Street

CINEMA REVIEW

unusually for a Hollywood feature, has no con-
ventional narrative. To be sure, there are events
in the film - chiefly the funeral of Schmidt’s wife
(June Squibb) and the wedding of his daughter
(Hope Davis) - but these tend to happen around
rather than to Schmidt, and he remains in the end
unchanged - a bitter, lonely man, waiting apprehen-
sively for death, and convinced that he has failed
to make any impact on the lives of those around
him. Although he travels from state to state in his
Winnebago Adventurer, ultimately Schmidt ends up
right where he started, and so the film is not so
much a story as a kinetic portrait.

But what a portrait! Schmidt is a monster of a
man: curmudgeonly, angry, arrogant, unappreciative,
miserly, misanthropic, manipulative, insincere, self-
ish,and full of disappointment, fear and self-loathing.
In short, not a nice man, but just as fascinating to

watch as a car hurtling out of control towards inno-
cent bystanders. The entire cast of ‘About Schmidt’
is excellent, but this is ultimately Jack Nicholson’s
film. Odious one minute, pitiable the next, Nichol-
son gives his all to this role, but without resorting
to any of the exaggerated theatrics which he has
shown in recent films like ‘Batman’ and ‘As Good As
It Gets’. AND you get to see his wrinkly arse!

Director Alexander Payne, who debuted with the
sardonic high school political satire ‘Election’, shows
here that he is still, along with Todd Solondz, the
master of mean-spirited comedy. Thanks to Payne’s
unflinching attention to cringe-worthy detail, this
study of an actuary unable to pass his own audit is
an uncomfortably mordant piece of entertainment.

Funny, defiantly unsentimental, and in the end genu-
inely moving.
Anton Bitel, 27.01.03

167 more on
www.dailyinfo.co.uk!

'PHOTOS!

’Photos can accompany paid
adverts (WEB ONLY) free of further
charge. Especially suitable for
Houses, Flats, Rooms, Cars...

Email a GIF or JPEG image, max.
500 pixels wide, to
dailyinfo@dailyinfo.co.uk.

Current viewership is 3,000 people a
day.

Please note: we can also use ordinary
camera 'photos, but these each incur
a £10 processing charge. Post to: Daily
Information, 10 Kingston Road, Oxford
OX2 6EF.

CONTACTS

MALE, 26, SEEKS casual relationship with female.
Email for details: skd111@hotmail.com

..Men Seeking Women...Women Seeking
® Men...Gay, Lesbian & Bisexual... 9
Paid advertisements in the “Personals”
sections of www.dailyinfo.co.uk now give
you a week’s coverage on printed sheet
and internet for the price of one day.

xcellent cuisine at reasonable prices

THE STANDARD TANDOORI

INDIAN RESTAURANT & TAKEAWAY
(FULLY LICENSED)
-- Opposite the Phoenix Cinema --

For bookings, tel. 553557

117 Walton St, Oxford, OX2 6AJ.
Open 7 days - 12 - 2.30pm, 6 - 11.30pm

www.dallyinfo.co.uk www.dalilyinfo.co.uk




