
MEETINGS

Mon 1st April
THE EGGSTRAORDINARY, EGGCITING EASTER EGG HUNT / Have fun exploring the Pitt Rivers & University 
Museum of Nat Hist & fi nding EGGS! / 12-4.30pm / Pitt Rivers Museum, Parks Road. Open Mon-Sat 12pm-4.30pm, 
Sun 2pm-4.30pm. ; Tel: 270927 (info 270949)

OBSERVING AT COMPTON / First Clear Night between the 1st and 5th, Contact Bob Dryden for details on how to 
get there / 8.00pm / Compton; Tel: Bob Dryden - (01491) 201620, Sebastian Linfoot - (01865) 725094

Tue 2nd April
THE EGGSTRAORDINARY, EGGCITING EASTER EGG HUNT / See Monday, above.

EMOTIONAL HEALTH ANONYMOUS / For details phone John (243553), or Mary (863340) / 8pm every Tuesday / 
St Margaret’s Institute, St Margaret’s Institute, Polstead Road

Wed 3rd April
OXFORD STOP THE WAR COALITION / Public Meeting, the Panel Room. / 7.30pm / Oxford Town Hall, 109-113 St 
Aldate’s; Tel: 252195

THE EGGSTRAORDINARY, EGGCITING EASTER EGG HUNT /  See Monday, above.

Thu 4th April
THE EGGSTRAORDINARY, EGGCITING EASTER EGG HUNT / See Monday, above.
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JOBS OFFERED          

1 Folly Bridge, Oxford, OX1 4BL
(below Pierrepont Fine Art Gallery)

Tel: 01865 247775   www.aquavitaerestaurant.com

HAPPY  HOUR  BY  THE  RIVER 
Half priced drinks 
and free canapés

Monday - Saturday  
6.00pm  - 7.30pm

THE  AQUAVITAE  LOUNGE
AT

OPEN
9am-9pm

Daily
News Cafe, 1 Ship Street, 

Oxford.   Tel: 242317

FOOD           

Lebanese Restaurant
AL-SALAM

Good Food, Good Atmosphere, Open EVERY day!
6 Park End Street, Oxford  OX1 1HH

Telephone 01865 245710

12-13 Park End Street, Oxford OX1 1HH
Tel 01865 247777/248888  www.cafeturmeric.com
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Classic & Contemporary South Asian Cuisine
! !

MOUTH-WATERING TRADITIONAL LEBANESE CUISINE

SPECIAL LUNCH PACKS - SANDWICHES

253 BANBURY ROAD  SUMMERTOWN  OXFORD  OX2 7HN
01865  311660

S P E C I A L I S I N G 
I N P A R T I E S O P E N L A T E

BIKES           

SECOND HAND APPLE Macs www.macfaction.co.uk 
or call 01865 764091 
OXFORD MACINTOSH SOLUTIONS Ltd for all your 
Apple Macintosh Sales Services and Support. 0871 
7170000  www.oxmacsolutions.co.uk

COMPUTERS FOR 
SALE/HELP

BANDS, DISCOS, LIGHTS

BANDS, DISCO, KARAOKE, equipment hire, 
from ODS. 01865 736660
DISCOS, KARAOKES AND EQUIPMENT 
HIRE Dave Seamer Entertainments, (01865) 
240054

DISCO PA & LIGHTING EQUIPMENT to hire 
and sales. 118 Cowley Rd. 01865 722027. 

CHRISTIAN SCIENCE READING Room, 36 St Giles.  
Open Tuesdays and Thursdays 12-3pm, Wednesdays 
5-7.15pm and after service 557605

THEATRE

CINEMA

Phoenix Picture House 512526
TOGETHER (15)          Fri: 11.50pm, Sun 12.00 noon

Sweden. The 70s. Alternative commune. Free love and 
vegetable growing.
ATANARJUAT (15) Daily: 2.45, 8.30 
Rivalry and evil spirits among the Inuits

THE ROYAL TENENBAUMS (15) 
                                   Daily: 4.15, 9.00. also Sun : 2.00
Director of ‘Rushmore’ follows up with wry comedy of 
dysfunctional family
MYSTIC MASSEUR(PG)   Daily: 12.30 (Not Sun), 6.10 
Complex social politics of 1950s Trinidad.

IN THE MOOD FOR LOVE (PG)             Fri: 11.50pm 
Exquisitely fi lmed piece set in 60s Hong Kong

KIDS CLUB: THE PRINCESS DIARIES (U)  Sat: 2.00pm 
American teen into European royalty. No unaccompa-
nied adults!

DEAD RINGERS (18)             Sat: 11.30 pm
David Cronenberg’s intense study of separation and loss
MOULIN ROUGE (12)  Fri & Sat: 11.30pm Sun: 12 noon
Sumptuous musical hedonism

FRENCH CINEMA: THE CLOSET (15)     Mon: 6.30pm 
Comedy. A man must pretend to be gay to save his job

SHIVERS(18)                     Thurs: 11.50 pm 
Cronenberg’s orgiastic horror classic.
METROPOLIS (PG)        Thurs: 11.30 pm
Animated visual feast, based on Lang’s dystopia.

Ultimate Picture Palace 245288
AMELIE(15) Fri - Mon : 6.15,  Tues - Thu: 9.00 
Making the world a better place.

LITTLE OTIK(15) Fri - Mon : 3.30 
A tree-stump comes alive and eats the postman.

THE MAN WHO WASN’T THERE (15)  Fri  - Mon : 8.45 
Coen Brothers’ latest gem  See review at www.dailyinfo.co.uk

THE LAST METRO (LE DERNIER METRO) (PG) 
Tue - Thu : 6.30 

Theatrical resistance to Nazi occupation.

Odeon George Street 0870 5050007
ET (U)                         Daily : 11.30, 2.30, 5.30, 8.30
Saccharine from outer space.

CROSSROADS (PG)   Fri & Sat: 11.00, 1.30, 4.15, 7.00, 9.30 
             Sun-Thurs: 10.30, 1.00, 3.30, 6.00, 8.30

3 friends in heartwarming road movie

BLADE 2 (18)          Fri & Sat: 3.45, 6.45, 9.45
               Sun-Thurs: 2.45, 5.45, 8.45

Wesley’s back !
OCEAN’s 11 (12 )Fri & Sat: 6.20. 9.20 Sun-Thurs : 5.35,  8.45
Star-studded remake of 60’s thriller
MONSTERS INC (U)                      Fri &  Sat :1.00, 3.15
                   Sun-Thurs: 12.00 (not Weds), 2.45.
Incapable furry fright mongers
JIMMY NEUTRON BOY GENIUS (U)  
   Fri & Sat :11.15, 1.15, 3.30 Sun-Thurs : 10.30, 12.30, 3.00
Rescuing adults from aliens
A BEAUTIFUL MIND (12)
      Fri & Sat: 6.00, 9.15. Sun-Thurs: 5.00, 8.15 
Reality-based biopic of award-winning schizophrenic.
ALI G IN DA HOUSE (15)       
     Fri & Sat: 12.00, 2.30, 5.15, 7.45, 10.15  
       Sun-Thurs: 11.00, 1.30, 4.00, 6.30, 9.00
He’s him for a whole fi lm
SENIOR SCREEN: PAY IT FORWARD (15)          
                WED: DOORS 10.15, Film 10.45 
Improving the world.

  Odeon Magdalen Street 0870 5050007
PETER PAN : NEVERLAND (U)          Fri & Sat: 12.30
                Sun-Thurs: 12.00
Peter Pan in WWII...animated
ICE AGE (U)                Daily: 11.00, 1.30, 4.15, 6.45, 9.15
More digitally animated furry creatures.
THE ROYAL TENENBAUMS (15)   Fri & Sat: 3.45, 6.15, 9.30
    Sun-Thu: 2.45, 5.15, 8.30

Director of ‘Rushmore’  with wry comedy of dysfunction

Call Kelvin  on (01865) 262807
www.nopworld.com

We offer:
-  Flexible shifts (4+ per week preferred)
-  Days, evenings and/or weekends
-  Full training
-  £5.50-£6.50 per hour + possible bonuses
-  Holiday pay
-  Busy and friendly working environment
-  Varied and interesting market 
   research surveys
-  No selling
-  Mature applicants welcome

SERVICES OFFERED

A LEVEL TUTORS required for Easter revision courses. 
All subjects of interest, but particularly Biology, 
Chemistry, Physics, Maths, Geography, R.S. and Clas-
sics (including Latin and Greek.) Contact Oxford 
Agency, email oa@dial.pipex.com or telephone 
(01865) 311503. 

ALEXANDER TECHNIQUE LES-
SONS, central Oxford and Head-
ington. Student rates. Tel; 
01865-765511. s.c@btinternet.com 
www.oxat.net 

MOVING? THE OXFORD Carriage Company has the 
answer to all your removal needs. Please ask about 
vacation storage! Tel: 01865 891408

VANOLOGY REMOVAL SERVICE. Reasonable rates. 
Local and long distance. Reliable. Phone / fax John 
01865-243609  vanology@go.com 

BIG OR SMALL we ship it all, also 24-hour photo-
copying, private mailing addresses, binding, Fax 
Bureau and more., Mail Boxes etc., Summertown 
01865 514655, Headington 01865 741729

Christ Church Picture Gallery  

Entrance via Canterbury Gate / Oriel Square. 
Tel. 276172

Open: Mon-Sat 10.30-1.00, 2.00-4.30. Sun 2.00-4.30  

THE THRILL OF THE CHASE:  
‘Atalanta and Meleager’ by Jacob Jordaens.  

March 20th-June 16th. 

TUITION OFFERED

BIOLOGY TUITION. ALL levels. Oxford and area. 
Tel Matthew Barnes, 01869 247516 
www.biologytuition.co.uk 
GUITAR, TOP-LEVEL tuition. All ages/styles, begin-
ners welcome. Tel 07989 688147 
ARGENTINIAN TANGO DANCE. Classes by arrange-
ment. Tel 790748 
VIOLIN. Top level tuition. All ages and levels. 
790748. 

Apollo Theatre       0870 6063500
PIRATES OF PENZANCE       Fri 29th & Sat 30th: 7.30
                                                                       Sat mat: 2.30
Starring Su Pollard & Gary Wilmot. £8.00 - £24.00 

Old Fire Station                  297170
EDUCATING RITA          Fri 29th - Sat 6th April

  Daily: 7.30 pm. Sat mat 2.30pm. No shows Sun/Mon 
Willy Russell’s Liverpudlian comedy £8/ £6

Pegasus Theatre         722851

PLAYBOY OF THE WESTERN WORLD
                                        Fri 29th & Sat 30th.  8.00 

Oxford School of Drama. £5.50 (£3.50)

Playhouse                         305305

FLATSPIN, ROLE PLAY AND GAMEPLAN

    Fri 29th & Sat 30th 
Gameplan: Fri 29th, 8pm, Sat 30th 12pm
Role Play: Sat 30th 4pm. Flatspin: Sat 30th 8pm

Three new Alan Ayckbourn comedies produced by the 
Stephen Joseph Theatre. £8.50/£14/£17

THE WIZARD OF OZ  Wed 3rd - Sat 6th April: 7.30pm 
Sat mat: 2.30 

Musical Youth Company of Oxford present the yellow 
brick road musical / £7-£12

WANT TO BE PAID FOR YOUR 
LANGUAGE SKILLS?

WE NEED EUROPEAN LANGUAGE MARKET 
RESEARCHERS AND URGENTLY IN FRENCH, 

GERMAN AND ENGLISH LANGUAGES

NO SELLING - TRAINING GIVEN 
FLEXIBLE HOURS 8 AM - 5.30 PM 
(MINIMUM 15 HOURS PER WEEK) 

£6.50-£7.50 AN HOUR - TEMP OR PERM
INTERNATIONAL ENVIRONMENT 

CALL JANET OR MARLIES ON 01869 
363703 TO FIND OUT MORE OR EMAIL 

recruitment@advanced-alchemy.com
www.advanced-alchemy.com

Waterfi eld’s
FOR SECOND HAND BOOKS IN OXFORD

52 High Street, Oxford. Tel 721809
MON-SAT 9.45 - 5.45

Opposite the Examination Schools

INTERESTING BOOKS
VISIT US TODAY

 FOR OUT-OF-PRINT TITLES 
IN THE ARTS & HUMANITIES

" 10% STUDENT DISCOUNT   "

EASTER OPENING TIMES:
SAT. 30TH:  OPEN

EASTER MONDAY: OPEN
GOOD FRIDAY: CLOSED.

F R E V D
FRI 29
SAT  30
SUN 31

ZABADOO                         LATIN JAZZ  
DJ MANFREE          MUSIC & DANCING

PIANIST (TBC): 2-4PM                                           
& then                                                                                   
   VIVA SALSA! from 6PM                  

DAVE CARTLEDGE (10PM-12)     PIANO

                                                         

Acts 11pm-2am unless stated

Licensed Café ♦ Walton Street
Music & Dancing, good food, pizzas a speciality

Open 7 days: 11am - late  Tel: 311171 

MON  01
TUE  02 RICHARD MOLLER (10PM-12)    

LOS HOMBRES         
KARL DEMATA                BLUES GUITAR

WED 03
THU 04

PIANO

LATIN GUITARS

GET OUT AND MEET PEOPLE!

Stand for Oxford City Councillor 
on Thursday 2nd MAY

Put forward your view.
Some of it may rub off on our rulers.

No deposit required. 

Nomination papers from electoral offi cer, 
Oxford City Council (249811),

to be returned by noon, 5th April
Enough leafl ets for your constituency - £120 

(553377)

Apart from your labour, that’s it!

GOOD LUCK !!

GIGS

Fri 29th March
CACTUS / indie/rock/electronic / Playing this bank holday 
good friday / Wheatsheaf, 129, High St 

ZABADOO / 11pm-2am / Freud’s, Walton Street; Tel: 
311171

THE CORSAIRS / Rockabilly / The Red Lion, Witney / 
9pm / Email: nezzlegreenaway@hotmail.com

ARCHIE AND SPACEHOPPER / £5 / doors: 7pm / The 
Zodiac, 190 Cowley Road; Tel: 420042

Sat 30th March
TRANSFORMATION / Indie. £5 (inc. Beatroot) / 10.30pm 
/ The Zodiac, 190 Cowley Road; Tel: 420042

DJ MANFREE / Music & dancing / 11pm-2am / Freud’s, 
Walton Street; Tel: 311171

MAKATING PLUS REGGAE & SKA DJS CORNER-
STONE / Local reggae giants / 10-2am / Backroom @ The 
Bully, 162 Cowley Road; Tel: 244516, 

CACTUS supported by sionne / Indie/Rock/Electronic / 
The PIT (Holybush) / 8pm 

LIBERTY 37 / Lyrical Welsh grungecore maestros. / 
8.00pm / The Zodiac, 190 Cowley Road; Tel: 420042

Sun 31st March
ROBB JOHNSON & RICHARD WALTERS / Give It 
Sum’stic Acoustic Club £2 members / 8pm-12.30 / Back-
room @ The Bully, 162 Cowley Road; Tel: 244516, 

PIANIST / VIVA SALSA! / Pianist tbc / Latin dance / 
2-4pm / 6pm / Freud’s, Walton Street; Tel: 311171, 

Mon 1st April
DAVE CARTLEDGE / Piano / 10pm-midnight / Freud’s, 
Walton Street; Tel: 311171

Tue 2nd April
RICHARD MOLLER / Piano / 10pm-midnight / Freud’s, 
Walton Street; Tel: 311171

JERICHO COMEDY CLUB / Andy White, Zulu philoso-
pher; Nick Doody & Neil Magee (Geordie Barry White). 
£4/£3 / Doors 8pm for 9pm start. Book seats on 01865 
311775 / The Jericho, Walton Street

Wed 3rd April
LUIS D’AGOSTINO / Contemporary Jazz guitarist. With 
Simon Potts (drums) & Steve Kershaw (bass). FREE! / 
9pm / The Chester Arms, Chester Street, off Iffl ey Rd; Tel: 
01865 243203

LOS HOMBRES / Latin guitars / 11pm-2am / Freud’s, 
Walton Street; Tel: 311171

Thu 4th April
KARL DEMATA / Blues guitar / 11pm-2am / Freud’s, 
Walton Street; Tel: 311171

DEREK NASH / Sax player £5, £3 conc / doors open 
8.15pm, band on 9pm -11pm / The Spin@The Wheat-
sheaf, Wheatsheaf Alley, 129 High Street; Tel: 243276

 FOR SALE

TRAIN TICKETS, WATERLOO to Strasbourg, 1 adult, 
1 child. TICKETS SEPARATELY, OR SEPARATE LEGS 
OF JOURNEY, NEGOTIABLE! Tues 2nd April: dep. 
Waterloo 19:23; arr. Paris 23:23, dep. 00:21; 
arr. Strasbourg 05:57. Mon 8th April: dep. Stras-
bourg 13:09; arr. Paris 17:50, dep. 19:19; arr. 
Waterloo 21:13. Tel. 469911 or turly93:hotmail.com 

DESIGNER WEDDING GOWN for Sale (Virgin 
Brides). Full skirt/Bodice, 12-14 size. Also veil/
tiara/shoes. £700-800 ono Call 07711 547 824 or 
nkennedy@blackwellpublishers.co.uk 

This is a wonderful play and a compelling production 
by StageGraft, the resident theatre company of the 
Old Fire Station. 

Rita (Anjella Mackintosh), a working class Liverpud-
lian hairdresser, decides to get herself an education 
and enrols on an Open University English Literature 
course. She enters the study and the world of Frank 
(Robert Booth), an alcoholic, disillusioned professor 
and poet. Rita is on a quest for knowledge and culture. 
Frank is on a quest for love and unpretentious human 
companionship. Rita announces she wants to see and 
understand, learn about herself, discover meaning and 
talk about what matters. Frank is loath to teach her 
- the conventional game of learning and criticism 
has left him a lifeless, lonely academic and an 
alcoholic geriatric hippy. Literature - his life, 
has also ruined it. His wife left him in the 
absurd belief it would further his poetry. The 
comedy lies in the clash of assumptions and 
social class. Beneath the surface, the sub-
stance of the play is in a darker examina-
tion of all that is wrong with education 
and, indivisibly, our society, and also, of 
what is essential and important about 
learning and culture. 

   The play is a searing assault on our rigid class dis-
tinctions, and our culture of ignorance and misunder-
standing, aggravated by inequalities in wealth and 
education. Rita is soon alienated from her social milieu 
and her partner, who burns her books and leaves her 
because she refuses to come off the pill. Why didn’t she 
go to college, Frank asks. ‘What, from my school!’ she 
jibes. At one stage she tries to alter her speech and it 
is uncomfortably believable that Rita will only be able 
to talk authoritatively if she trades in her Liverpudlian 
drawl for received pronunciation. Frank cannot stand 
this. He feels education is a hoax, and is spoiling Rita’s 

innate interest and vitality.  But Rita, and the play, 
are entirely dismissive of this patronising, self-indul-
gent view that the working classes are happy with the 
status quo, and better off with their lot. As Rita points 
out, the unions may tell them to demand more money, 
but the ads on ITV just spend it for them - hardly a 
comfort or answer to some of the more difficult ques-
tions. Their raucous drunken behaviour is no measure of 
quality of life, but veils a deeper dissatisfaction. How 
dare the establishment want to keep the natives thick, 
she challenges? For Rita, the only thing that keeps 
her going is her reading and her weekly tutorial 
with Frank. If he can’t reconcile life and literature, 
that’s his problem. Frank may decide to flee eve-
rything for Australia, but Rita will 

continue to negotiate 
her changed life, 

which though unde-
niably difficult, is at 
least controlled and 
driven by her, and her 
choices.     

   The two actors 
achieve sustained 
hilarity and moments of 

touching emotion. One message of the play may be 
that there is a lot wrong with education. But their 
performance asserts that there is little to be cynical 
about regarding the power of literature and drama 
itself. Rita is bowled over by her first Shakespeare 
play, Romeo and Juliet, and her engagement in her 
study is refreshing and real. ‘Why on earth would 
you want to bother giving up an evening in a pub 
to watch amateur dramatics?’ Frank asks Rita. You 
find yourself answering for her - to watch exactly 
this kind of play. 

 Stephanie Kitchen 26/02/02

EDUCATING RITA, BY WILLY RUSSELL

OLD FIRE STATION TO 6TH APRIL

OXFORD EXECUTIVE COACHING require an OFFICE 
MANAGER. Oxford Executive Coaching is a thriving 
management consultancy based in Oxford, which 
helps successful people to release their full leader-
ship potential in a corporate environment. We are 
looking for a mature, confident and highly moti-
vated individual to manage the day to day running 
of the office. You will become an integral part of 
this growing business and team, providing wide-
ranging support to the two directors. You will enjoy 
working independently and using your creativity 
to help to tackle and initiate new projects for 
the future. You will have excellent organisational 
and communication skills and be able to provide 
high quality administrative support, coupled with a 
strong aptitude for IT, including packages such as 
Word, Excel and Powerpoint. You will have a flexible 
outlook on working in a small business that has an 
outstanding reputation in a very client focused envi-
ronment. We will provide a competitive salary and 
a congenial working environment, with the chance 
to utilise and enhance your current skills and poten-
tial. We encourage applications from candidates 
who have previously held positions at a senior level, 
but have not worked for some time. Please apply 
in writing or by email, stating your current salary 
and enclosing an up-to-date CV to: The Office Man-
ager, Oxford Executive Coaching, 19 Norham Road, 
Oxford, OX2 6SF or bebrilliant@ox-exec.co.uk The 
closing date is Friday 12 April 2002. 

CHINA SPECIALIST WANTED Upmarket travel com-
pany requires sales motivated graduate with detailed 
knowledge of China. We are a small fast growing 
company specialising in tailor-made travel. E-mail 
CV to claire.guiot@audleytravel.com 

ISIS PROPERTIES
280 Cowley Road

Phone :  01865 245222
Email : lettings@isisproperties.co.uk

STUDENTS/
PROFESSIONALS

& FAMILIES

HOUSES & FLATS AVAILABLE

ROOMS TO LET

HUGE DOUBLE FOR couple and small single in 
upmarket house. N/S profs. 01869 350372 
LARGE LIGHT ROOM for use as office or study. 
Five minutes’ walk from Port Meadow, St. Anne’s, 
Green College. Own phone. Use of kitchen and 
bathroom. Suitable for thesis writer, journalist or 
similar, living elsewhere but requiring somewhere 
quiet to work. Available April onwards. £300pcm 
John@dailyinfo.co.uk or call 553377. 
JERICHO: LARGE DOUBLE room. Friendly, spacious 
n/s house - suit prof. Available 1st April. £240 plus 
bills. Call 07833 371994 / 01865 511189 
SINGLE ROOM IN shared Rewley road house. Suit n/s 
young prof. no parking. Avail mar 28th. £280 pcm 
bills 07803922581 
EAST OXFORD : Single room in friendly shared house. 
CH, Lounge, TV, Laundry. £54pw plus bills 01598 
753921

HOUSES & FLATS TO LET

HOUSE TO LET, available 1st April. Leave message 
on answerphone: 794009. 

Almeida on Tour @ The Oxford Playhouse, 
20th - 23rd March

Ben Harrison’s production of A Chaste Maid 
in Cheapside takes us on a raucous tour 
through the lusts and lives of a diverse col-
lection of city dwellers doing their best to 
survive the privations of Lent in 17th Century 
London. Thomas Middleton’s words are given 
bawdy life by an excellent cast who draw 
every ounce of innuendo from a script that 
overfl ows with lewd suggestion.

The tale is that of a daughter given in mar-
riage to an older, nobler man who sees her as 
no more than a “forty-pound virgin” and the 
key to his inheritance. We also meet her lover, 
set in competition against this libidinous lord, 
and the younger brother of an early ‘sperm 
donor’ who discovers that his talent for fertili-
sation may hold the key to his fortune.

Impressive use is made of a striking set, art-
fully lit by Natasha Chivers, fashioned to pro-
vide our scene with a timeless quality through 
which the central themes of the story play 
well. Lust, avarice and self-indulgence fuel 
the antics of the MAFF-apparelled ‘promot-
ers’, as much as the lewd conduct of the 
machiavellian Sir Walter Whorehound.

The performance suffers only from a lack of 
pace in the fi rst half, but accelerates superbly 
in the latter to bring us to a resurgent conclu-
sion. This is solid, sparkling theatre, with a 
story that may not appeal to all, but whose 
dramatic qualities are sure to delight. You 
would go far to fi nd a better staging of Mid-
dleton than this. Go sate yourself.

James Dare

A CHASTE MAID IN CHEAPSIDE

THE PIRATES OF PENZANCE

Oxford Apollo until March 30th

Based on the hugely successful Broadway revival 
in the 1980s this touring show of Pirates of 
Penzance has something to please most of the 
audience, but in trying to please everyone it does 
fail in certain areas.

One expects good value entertainment from a 
show whose leads are TV variety stalwarts Gary 
Wilmot and Su Pollard and they do not disappoint. 
Wilmot is a suitably swashbuckling Pirate King, 
and throughout he works with the audience to 
great effect, Su Pollard, as the nanny Ruth, took 
a while to fi nd her feet, or more particularly the 
audience took some time to see beyond her 
television persona and accept her performing a 
different role. Both dealt well with the G&S lyrics 
and vocally were very effective. Equally strong 
was David Alder as the Major General, a very 
model Major General, one might say. The romantic 
leads fared less well with the songs as both 
Joshua Dallas, Frederic, and Karen Evans, Mabel, 
sounded at the limits of their vocal range. This was 
not helped by the sound quality though, and the 
over amplifi ed band which drowned out the lyrics at 
too many stages throughout the evening.

The production was somewhat mixed in style, and 
the combination of D’Oyly Carte, Broadway and, 
unfortunately, pantomime sat a little uneasily. An
attempt to introduce audience participation served 
only to slow down proceedings, and the panto style 
in which much of the dialogue was projected
seemed out of place. However, the big production 
numbers were excellent, especially ‘With Cat-Like 
Tread’ and ‘A Policeman’s Lot’, and the 
choreography, under Gillian Gregory, was top 
notch.

Overall this is a good night out at the theatre, 
whether it is a great Gilbert and Sullivan show is 
open to debate but it certainly entertains from
beginning to end and maintains a huge feel good 
factor throughout. So,splice the mainbrace, swash 
your buckles and get along to the Apollo this
week.

David Wootten 26/03/02


