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BANDS, DISCOS, LIGHTS
DISCO PA & LIGHTING EQUIPMENT: hire 
and sales. 118 Cowley Rd. 01865 722027. 

DISCOS, KARAOKES AND EQUIPMENT 
HIRE: Dave Seamer Entertainments,  
 (01865) 240054

BANDS, DISCO, KARAOKE, equipment 
hire, from ODS. 01865 736660

HOUSES & FLATS TO LET

STUDENT HOUSES EAST OXFORD. Suit groups from 
3 to 7 sharing. More info at www.premier-residential-
letting.co.uk Tel 01865 792299
STUDENT HOUSE IN JERICHO. From July. Suit 3 shar-
ing. £960pcm www.premier-residential-letting.co.uk 
Tel 01865 792299
CENTRAL NORTH OXFORD, very large family house 
with spectacular glazed open plan living space, 
3/4 reception rooms, 5/6 bedrooms, 2 bathrooms, 
shower room, well furnished, fully equipped, decent 
garden, off street parking for 3 cars, use of small 
boat on the Thames, available from August for the 
04/05 academic year. £3,750 per month, cleaner and 
gardener/handyman included. Phone 01865-316202 
or email jj@jjteam.demon.co.uk for photographs 
and further details.
SUPERIOR HOUSE, CENTRAL OXFORD near station. 
Large unfurnished room in new terrace with garden, 
parking, all luxuries (including 2 excellent flatmates). 
£500pcm excl. jim@prismxpat.com 07710661556
PRINCES ST, LARGE 4 BED HOUSE available immedi-
ately. Would suit professional sharers/family. Large 
living room/dining room. Well fitted kitchen, bath-
room with shower and four bedrooms. GCH. Garden 
and off road parking. Available May. Rent £1600. 
info@collegeandcounty.biz 01865 722277 
BULLINGDON RD, EAST Oxford, 2 double bed fur-
nished ground floor/basement flat including 
kitchen/dining area, living room, bathroom and 
shower. Garden and GCH. Available now. Rent £765. 
info@collegeandcounty.biz 01865 722277 
GAISFORD ROAD, SPACIOUS part furnished 1 bed 
flat with living room, double bedroom, kitchen, 
bathroom with shower. Off road parking. Available 
Now. Rent £625. info@collegeandcounty.biz 01865 
722277 
NEW MARSTON, 1 BED FLAT. New spacious 1st floor 
flat. Bathroom with shower, open plan kitchen/dining 
area and 2 double bedrooms, off road parking for 
1 vehicle, intercom access and internet throughout. 
Available now. Rent £640. info@collegeandcounty.
biz 01865 722277 

NEW MARSTON, 2 BED FLAT. New spacious 1st floor 
flat. Bathroom with shower, open plan kitchen/dining 
area and 2 double bedrooms, off road parking for 
1 vehicle, intercom access and internet throughout. 
Available now. Rent £740. info@collegeandcounty.
biz 01865 722277 
EVELYN COURT, CONTEMPORARY 1 bed flat. Large 
living area with kitchen. Double bedroom, bath-
room with shower over bath. GCH. Small back 
yard, no parking. Available Early May. Rent £720. 
info@collegeandcounty.biz 01865 722277 
GRANDPONT, 4 BEDROOM stunning family home 
in a sought after central location. Includes living 
& dining room, fitted kitchen and walled garden. 
Available now. Rent £1600. info@collegeandcounty.
biz 01865 722277 
LARGE HOME GRANDPONT area near river – 6 bed-
rooms. All amenities including Internet all rooms. 
£1830 pcm. From July 2004. Contact Neil on 01865  
240572
HEADINGTON: 4 BEDROOM HOUSE, furnished. Would 
suit professional sharers. £1250pcm excluding bills. 
Contact 07899 993311 / tlcdarren@aol.com 

Part of North Oxford Property Services

Largest selection of quality 
student property in Oxford

Find LOADS of Restaurant Reviews at 
www.dailyinfo.co.uk!

 INDIAN RESTAURANT & TAKEAWAY
(FULLY LICENSED)

Excellent cuisine at reasonable prices

THE STANDARD TANDOORI

-- Opposite the Phoenix Cinema --

For bookings, tel. 553557
117 Walton St, Oxford, OX2 6AJ. 

Open 7 days - 12 - 2.30pm, 6 - 11.30pm

FOOD

Lebanese Restaurant

Good Food, Good Atmosphere, Open EVERY day!

6 Park End Street, Oxford  OX1 1HH
Telephone 01865 245710

AL-SALAM

JOBS OFFERED

SIRENE HAIR STUDIO: 20% Special Introductory 
Offer for students/senior citizens when mentioning 
‘Daily Info’! 63 Belsyre Court, Woodstock Road. 01865 
557267
LIFE A PROBLEM? Try Life Coaching. First session 
free. Call Amanda: 01865 735322
HEIDIMERCERTHERAPY. TREAT YOURSELF to a relax-
ing Swedish massage or a deep tissue Sports ther-
apy massage. Individuals and Corporates welcome. 
Relax, Revive, Revitalise with a massage by Heidi at 
Bourton Mill, (formerly Peak Fitness) 6 High Street. 
ring 07776 206 141 NOW!
VANOLOGY REMOVAL SERVICE. Reasonable rates. 
Local and long distance. Reliable. 01865-243609. 
vanology@go.com
BIG OR SMALL WE SHIP IT ALL. 50% discount on 
packaging materials to all students who ship with 
us, free pick up in Oxford. Mail Boxes Etc., Summer-
town 01865 514655, Headington 01865 741729
ALEXANDER TECHNIQUE LESSONS, central Oxford 
and Headington. Student rates. Tel. 01865-765511. 
s.c@btinternet.com, www.oxat.net
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SERVICES

Thu 29th

SEAFOOD / From The Club That Cannot Be Named. 
£6 adv/ £7 dr / 7pm / The Zodiac. 190 Cowley Road; 
Tel: 420042 / www.the-zodiac.co.uk/
SPARKY’S FLYING CIRCUS / Every Thursday. Poets 
& Peformers welcome. Free / From 9pm on / The Half 
Moon. 17 St Clements
OXFORD BLUEGRASS/Old Time Jam / Bluegrass 
and Appalachian Old Time music pickers and singers 
welcome / Oxford Bluegrass/Appalachian / 9.00 P.M. 
FREE / Email: taube.marks@lang.ox.ac.uk / Fox and 
Hounds Pub, Abingdon Road and Weirs Lane 723451
KARL DEMATA / Blues guitar / 11pm-2am / Freud’s. 
Walton St; Tel: 311171

Fri 30th

OXFORDBANDS.COM PRESENTS... / The Young 
Knives + Ivory Springer + Headcount, The Wheat-
sheaf / http://www.oxfordbands.com / doors 8pm, only 
£4 / Email: info@oxfordbands.com / Web: http://www.
oxfordbands.com / Wheatsheaf. 129, High St /01865 
354627
BLUNTED PRESENTS SURESHOTS (Joe Budha, 
Mista Jam, Tempa) and Ricochet Klashnekoff / 
Live hiphop plus DJ sets & BBoys/Live Art/Projec-
tions. / 9pm-3am. £8/9 from the-zodiac.co.uk, AVID 
RECORDS, wegottickets.com / www.bluntedpresents.
co.uk / The Zodiac. 190 Cowley Road; Tel: 420042 
LIVE @ THE X / Pete Fryer Band, Redox, Onzicube, 
Lagrima / Klub Kakofanney May Festival / 8:00 - 12:00 
£4 daily / Email: innkeeper@exeterhall.co.uk / www.
exeterhall.co.uk / Exeter Hall Pub, Corner Cowley/
Marsh Rd / 721277
DJ MANFREE / Music and dancing / 11pm-2am / 
Freud’s. Walton St; Tel: 311171

GIGS

 Thu 29th 
LUNCHTIME TALK / ILLUMINATING ISLAM -
Speaker: Basil Mustafa, OCIS / St Giles\’ Church / 
12.30 pm - Admission Free  / www.st-giles-church.org 
/ St. Giles’s Church / 311198/ 311198
ROMANTIC PHILOSOPHY: Coleridge, Shelley, Hazlitt 
/ Dr U Natarajan / 12.00 / St Cross Building
A BUG’S LIFE / Prof D Sherratt / 4.30 / University 
Museum of Natural History. Parks Rd
WORK AND WELFARE IN THE TWENTY-FIRST 
CENTURY / Prof R Reich & Prof R Sennett / 4.30 / 
Rothermere American Institute. 1a South Parks Road; 
www.rai.ox.ac.uk
EMOTIONAL HEALTH ANONYMOUS / Info: Mary 
01985 863340 / Every Thursday 8pm-9:30pm / eha-
ox@mailcity.com / St Margaret’s Institute. Polstead Rd
STAGELIGHTS-GROVETHEATRE GROUP / Meet 
every Thursday / New members always welcome / 8pm-
10pm / www.stagelightsgroup.org / Old Mill Hall, Grove
LUNCHTIME GALLERY TALK / 18th century paint-
ing (£1.50) / 1.15pm / Ashmolean Museum. Beaumont 
Street. Opening times : Tues-Sat 10am-5pm, Sun 2-
5pm; Tel: 278000 / www.ashmol.ox.ac.uk
MEL GIBSON - TIP OF GOSPEL / OXFORD GNOS-
TIC ASSOCIATION / 7.30 P.M. Free  / www.nijjhar.free-
serve.co.uk/lec.htm / Town Hall, Oxford. St Aldates; 
Tel: 01865 249811/0118 962 3200
ABINGDON YOUNG FARMERS MEETING / 16 - 26? 
Bored of the TV? Come to see what YFC is all about! 
/ Abingdon Young Farmers / 7.45pm! / abingdonyfc.
co.uk / The Boardroom, Manor Farm, Marcham/ 
07813167264
AN EVENING WITH ÁGNES HAY / drawings and ani-
mated short fi lms by London Hungarian artist / Oxford 
Hungarian Society / 8 pm / hungsoc@hungsoc.com / www.
hungsoc.com / Oriel College MacGregor Room/ 736973

Fri 30th 

OLIVIER DUTHEILLET DE LAMOTHE / Lecture: Evo-
lution of European Social Policy since 1957 / 5.15pm. 
Admission free / Email: maison@herald.ox.ac.uk  Maison 
Francaise. Norham Rd / www.mfo.ac.uk /  274220
CURRENT ISSUES IN COMPETITION AND CONSUMER 
POLICY: an international perspective. / T J Muris / 5.00 
/ All Souls College. High St
TURKEY, THE KURDS OF IRAQ AND THE US: three 
sides of a triangular relationship. / Dr W Park / 5.00 / St 
Antony’s College. Woodstock Rd; Tel: 284700
DOES THE REAL WORLD REALLY OBEY QUANTUM 
MECHANICS? / Prof A Leggett / 4.30 / Clarendon Lab-
oratory. Parks Rd
SOCIAL EVENING / IVC Social Events Club / 8.15 / 
Plough Inn Wolvercote / 01635 578215

MEETINGS & LECTURES
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PC ENGINEER FOR ALL YOUR PC NEEDS, builds, 
repairs, upgrades, free advice on what you need. 
No fix, no fee. Call (01865) 712005 / 07814 441046.

ADOBE GOLIVE CS WEB-AUTHORING SOFTWARE. 
Brand new and unregistered – Retail price £335 
+ VAT. Genuine one-off – buy it from Daily Infor-
mation for £175 o.n.o. Contact (01865) 554444 or 
info@dailyinfo.co.uk
ETHERNET HUB (10Mb/s), 16-WAY + CONNECTORS 
for second hub and BNC. Fully operational (was at 
Daily Info until last week!). Offers invited. 01865 
554444 / info@dailyinfo.co.uk

REGULAR COMPUTER FAIRS IN 
OXFORD. Huge savings on everything. 
www.afm96.co.uk
PCFIXIT. No fix, no pay. Free 
consultation. Ring 01865 243609. 
pcfi xit@go.com
RENT AN IMAC with printer from 
£45.00/month, iBook from £65.00/month. 
www.macfaction.co.uk / 01865 764091.

OXFORD MACINTOSH SOLUTIONS Ltd for all your 
Apple Macintosh Sales Services and Support. 0871 
7170000 www.omsuk.com

COMPUTERS 
FOR SALE/ HELP

TUITION OFFERED
FRENCH LANGUAGE COURSES IN PARIS. Starting 
every Monday. Short courses, business courses, gap 
year courses. Luxury school in the heart of the Latin 
Quarter. Accommodation provided. Call for a bro-
chure: 01865 258331 or info@oise.com.
LEARN TO TEACH English. We still have places on 
oue summer CELTA courses. Please call Regent 
Oxford, 515566
SUNDAY 2ND MAY 2004 One Day Intensive Work-
shop in Remedial/Aromatherapy Massage venue:
The WellBeing Clinic Oxford Contact: 01869 232105 
or Mob: 07812004582 Cost:£95.00 inc Limited avail-
ability
SIXTH FORM SCHOLARSHIPS for entry into the first 
year sixth at d’Overbroeck’s College. Closing date 
30th April. Open Morning 8th May. Tel 01865 310000 
for details.
MATHEMATICS TUTOR. GCSE AND A-LEVEL. Well 
qualified and experienced. 01865 554959.

CINEMA
 Until Thu 29th April

Ozone Multiplex 0870 444 3030
50 FIRST DATES (12A)  Daily: 12.45, 2.50, 5.00, 7.10, 9.15
Adam Sandler woos short-term-memory-loss Barrymore
GOTHIKA (15) Daily: 9.15
Hall Berry is framed for murder *
HIDALGO (12A) Daily: 12.25, 3.10, 5.55, 8.45
Period horseracing drama starring Viggo Mortensen
KILL BILL VOL 2 (18) Daily: 12.15, 3.10, 6.05, 9.00
Uma’s on the rampage...again
SCOOBY DOO 2 (PG) Daily: 12.00, 2.15, 4.30, 6.45
Can Scooby and Shaggy redeem their partners?
SHAUN OF THE DEAD (15)  Daily: 1.15 (not Sat/Sun), 

4.45, 7.00, 9.20 
Sort of comedy romance. With Zombies.
TAKING LIVES (15) Daily: 1.00, 3.30, 6.50, 9.15
Angelina Jolie vs a serial killer.
THE PASSION OF THE CHRIST (18) 

Daily: 12.30 (not Sat/Sun), 3.20, 6.10, 9.00 
As it says on the tin (plus much violence, apparently) *
WIN A DATE WITH TAD HAMILTON (PG) 

Daily: 12.25, 2.35, 4.45, 6.55, 9.10
Sweet grocery clerk meets celebrity rogue.
MAIN HOON NA (TBC) Thu: 12.00, 4.00, 8.00
Hindi fi lm, no details available yet.

Odeon George Street 0870 5050007
50 FIRST DATES (12A) Daily: 2.15, 6.25, 8.45
Adam Sandler woos short-term-memory-loss Barrymore
HIDALGO (12A) Daily: 1.50
Period horseracing drama starring Viggo Mortensen
KILL BILL VOL 2 (18) Daily: 4.45, 8.00
Uma’s on the rampage...again
SCOOBY DOO 2 (PG) Daily: 1.35, 3.50, 6.20
Can Scooby and Shaggy redeem their partners?
SHAUN OF THE DEAD (15)           Daily: 3.00, 5.50, 8.55
Sort of comedy romance. With Zombies.
TAKING LIVES (15) Daily: 2.30, 5.45, 8.30
Angelina Jolie vs a serial killer.
THE GIRL NEXT DOOR (12A) Daily: 3.35  6.15, 8.40 
Teenager falls in love with porn star neighbour
THE PASSION OF THE CHRIST (18) Daily: 8.30
As it says on the tin (plus much violence, apparently) *

Phoenix Picture House 512526
KILL BILL VOL 2 (18)  Thu: 1.20, 4.00, 6.40, 9.20 
Uma’s on the rampage...again
MONSTER (18)  Thu: 4.30, 9.00 
Oscar-winning tale of female killer. *
BLIND FLIGHT (15)          Thu: 2.30, 7.00
Brian Keenan & John McCarthy’s trials as hostages in 
Lebanon. Plus Q&A with Director John Furse.

Odeon Magdalen Street 0870 5050007

KILL BILL VOL 2 (18) Daily: 2.00, 5.00, 8.20, 
Uma’s on the rampage...again
THE BUTTERFLY EFFECT (18) Daily: 3.20, 5.50, 8.30
Time travel drama

Ultimate Picture Palace 245288
GIRL WITH A PEARL EARRING (15) Daily: 5.30
A painter & his muse.
TOUCHING THE VOID (15) Daily: 7.30, 9.30
Mountaineering drama based on true stroy

* = Review on www.dailyinfo.co.uk

 

THEATRE
 Until Thu 29th April

Old Fire Station Theatre 297170
THE MIKADO Tue 27 - Sat 1st May : 7.30pm 
Gilbert & Sullivan musical comedy. £5.50-£7.50*

Oxford Playhouse 305305 
A DOLL’S HOUSE      Wed 28th - Sat 1st May
Wed: 7.30, Thurs: 2.30, 7.30, Fri 8pm, Sat: 2.30, 7.30

Ibsen’s  drama

Pegasus Theatre 722851
DANCING TALES  Thu 29 April - Sat 1 May 

Thu: 7.00pm Fri: 7.00pm Sat: 3.30, 6.30pm 
Young dancers celebrating passion for dance. £2.50-£5.50

* = Review on www.dailyinfo.co.uk
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ROOMS TO LET
LECKFORD ROAD, STUDENT room in shared house. 
Available now. 514007
BICESTER: MODERN SHARED home, prof. female n/s, 
£63 and £62pw inclusive bills. 01865 375107
KIDLINGTON: MODERN, FRIENDLY house, prof. 
female n/s, £67pw inclusive bills. 01865 375107
PRETTY ROOM PLUS bathroom for fn/s profess/
postgrad in family house swoxford parking £85/wk 
longstay phone now 01865 739622
TOO NOISY AT home? Not enough space? SPACE (15 
foot by 15 foot) and QUIET. Study or private office 5 
mins walk from Science area, opposite St Antony’s 
College, Woodstock Rd. NOT residential but avail-
able 24/7. Access kitchen, bathroom etc. Broadband. 
£325pcm. All inclusive exc. room electricity. Half 
the price of usual central Oxford office. Call 01865 
553377,  email study@dailyinfo.co.uk
CAT LOVER? N/S? veggie sympathiser? Sunny room 
overlooking garden. Marlborough road, near Folly 
Bridge. £100pw incl bills, cleaner,and broadband. 
07979272566
DOUBLE ROOM AND SINGLE ROOM, Headington. 
non-smoker / professional / postgrad / academic 
visitor. 01865 741481 / 07711 251678
BOTLEY. FURNISHED SINGLE room, off-street park-
ing. Opposite Westway shops, easy access to ring-
road/buses/train. £325 pcm+bills. Available early 
June. Ph: 07718-781189
CENTRAL ROOMS, SHORT LETS available now till end 
September (one week, one month etc). Most rooms 
in Jericho, all rooms very close to city centre. Stu-
dents or recent graduates under 26 to live in houses 
shared with university students. Telephone, TV, video, 
computer provided in all houses. £380 per month or 
£100 per week including all utilities. Student rooms 
for academic year 2004-2005 also available. Please 
call OX. 201132 or email housing@oxfordstudy.com 
LECKFORD RD. STUDENT Rooms in shared house 
from July 15. Tel. 514007
CHRISTIAN COMMUNITY in Abingdon has vacancies 
for residents. c. £320 pcm www.ethelwold.org 

275 MORE on
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PART-TIME FRONT-OF-HOUSE STAFF required for 
weekday lunch and evening services. Own transport 
essential. Good rates of pay & tips. Contact David 
Robinson on (01865) 244372.

FULL TIME CLEANER wanted at the Royal Oxford 
Hotel. Call Mrs.James on 01865248432
BAR ASSISTANT REQUIRED at St Clare’s, Oxford. This 
is a part-time post in the Cafe/Bar for a reliable 
person with a sense of humour. £6.24 per hour. To 
include week-ends. Further details from Nick French 
on 01865-559303.
ARABIC, DANISH, ENGLISH, PORTUGUESE (PORTUGAL). 
MOTHER-TONGUE teachers required part-time/short-
term. oxford@languagecentres.com 01865 241242
LINGUISTS REQUIRED TO ANSWER OUR CUSTOMER 
CARE LINE evenings and weekends, July and August. 
Must have good level of English and French. £6 per 
hour. E-mail: ylsrecruit@oise.com 
GUITAR TUITION. BEGINNERS to advanced. All Styles 
Taught. Call Ben, 01865 308554, 07786 544329. frac-
tal.edge@virgin.net
TO EARN £300-£3000+ per month around your exist-
ing commitments, call freephone 0800 781 7491 or 
visit www.richesnow.com

Property Manager / Administrator

£20k - 22k package 
Expanding Lettings & Property 
Management company seeks property 
manager/lettings administrator to join 
our small dynamic team. 
We seek an adaptable person with the 
maturity and confi dence to understand a 
variety of tasks relating to this business.
Contact mark@collegeandcounty.biz
or call 01865 722277
for job description and further details. 
Experience for this position is essential. 

46 MORE on
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Spacious, sunny, furnished 1-bedroom fl at
@ Southfi eld Park. Completely refurbished.

Quiet, near South Park / Brookes University (map-ref F6)

Large living room (16' x 10') with bay window.
Off -street parking, communal gardens.

£650 PCM
 geoff _cowne@hotmail.com

0795 127 0998   or   (01865) 726749

1-10 bedroom properties
available for student lettings.

For more details contact:

ISIS PROPERTIES
Tel: 01865 245222
email: lettings@isisproperties.co.uk

HISTORY OF OXFORD

THEATRE REVIEW

THE MIKADO
Old Fire Station, Tue 27th - Sat 1st May

Gilbert and Sullivan’s tale of flirtation, 
corruption and beheadings (or the lack of 
them) seems to be enjoying a revival at the 
moment and the Oxford University Gilbert 
and Sullivan Society provides the chance 
to enjoy the lovable capers of the Mikado’s 
court at the Old Fire Station until Saturday. 
To quote Jonathan Miller, ‘The Mikado is 
not really about Japan: it’s about the silly 
English’. The Mikado is widely regarded 
as the most popular of Victorian operettas 
because it epitomises the light comic style 
which Gilbert and Sullivan mastered so 
fully. This production of the Mikado is 
certainly wonderfully silly, and if the 
original was intended to satirise English 
society in general, the G&S Society’s 
production is well adapted to its setting 
in present-day Oxford. 

For those not familiar with the plot, the 
Mikado presents a story which might have 
had Machiavelli taking notes, and it is better 
experienced than explained. Suffice it to 
say that the drama revolves around the 
designs of the Lord High Executioner (a 
deliciously caddish Adam Smyth) to marry 
his ward, Yum Yum (Kirsty Anderson). She 
in the meantime has fallen in love with 
Nanki Poo (played with affective naivety 
by Will Edwards). Katherine Cooper’s 
Katishsa, compounds the situation in a 
blaze of haggish glory as she dominates the 
stage at the end of Act 1 when she comes 
to claim her former lover Nanki Poo.

The cast work their way through the various 
plot twists required to bring this situation 
to a conclusion with aplomb, with very 
strong performances from all the principal 
characters. Anderson, together with Anna 
Larkin (Pitti Sing) and Bethan Jenkins 
(Peep Bo), provide an ironically coquettish 
slant on the traditionally very fluttery roles 
of the Three Little Maids. Ollie Hayes’ 
wonderfully sententious Pooh Bah and 
Alexander Morrison’s unselfconsciously 
inflated Mikado also exploited to the 
utmost the comic potential of their roles, 
which can easily seem incidental to the 

plot. This was reflected in a healthy level 
of guffawing from the audience.
From a musical point of view, the principals 
could have been better served by the chorus, 
who lacked verve in the first act, although 
they visibly relaxed as the show proceeded. 
The design of the Old Fire Station presents 
problems for ensembles, which were 
apparent in some of the earlier numbers, 
but these problems seemed to have been 
ironed out by the second act.

It was a pity that the cast were supported 
by piano alone, when Sullivan’s original 
orchestral scoring could have added a 
robustness which was distinctly lacking in 
some of the musical numbers. The absence 
of an orchestra was especially acute at the 
very beginning of the show where the long 
overture was not enhanced by some rather 
clunky lighting effects.

On the whole, the production was intelligent 
and effective, with simple and unobtrusive 
lighting and movement being used to 
enhance the drama. Occasional overly 
fussy dances were distracting, however, 
and did not sit easily with overall clarity 
of the production.

Definitely worth spending an amusing 
evening at the Oxford Mikado’s court.

  Daniel Parkes, 28.04.04
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Oxford in the War Years
Taken from The Oxford Calendar, 1986
Before World War 1, most North Oxford houses had iron railings set into their low walls, but these were 
removed to be melted down and recast as ships or guns.
 In May 1940 men between 17 and 65 were asked to offer their services for the “Local Defence Volunteers”. 
Uniforms and equipment were less forthcoming than volunteers and it may have been the ramshackle nature 
of their weaponry which earned the Barton Contingent the nickname “Look, Duck and Vanish Brigade”. 
Barton was an enthusiastic group, which “stood down” in 1944 with some reluctance. The name “L.D.V.” 
was later changed to the less bureaucratic “Home Guard”.
 By early 1939 the Government had decided that war was inevitable, and called up 18 year olds that spring, 
ostensibly for 6 months training. They didn’t get out again until 1947, since those who joined up later were 
released earlier on grounds of greater age and therefore less employability - so some spent 8 years in the army.
 Our ubiquitous Proprietor spent part of his war in Oxford and gives his reminiscences:
 “At St Edwards’ school the most obvious impact on school life, when rations were reduced to 1/4 of an 
ounce of butter and one egg per week, was a vast improvement in the food compared with peacetime. We 
had minced meat and sausages, which, while largely made with bread, you could actually cut with a sharp 
knife, whereas our sliced mutton before the war was as resistant as the plate itself.
 “Military parades took place 2 half-days a week, and we were sometimes called upon in uniform to 
defend Oxford against practice incursions by Canadians pretending to be Germans. It was my mission on 
one occasion to defend the Woodstock Rd against the threat from the north, for which I was provided with 
one thunderfl ash. I spent the entire day standing in the doorway of a house on the corner of Osberton Rd, 
awaiting the tanks. I clutched my thunderfl ash tightly, and the sweat gradually dissolved it until by 4pm, 
when I was relieved (because the Canadians had gone down the Banbury Rd instead) there was nothing left 
to throw. Great equalisers, the Canadians. There was a wall off the Banbury Rd, dividing a private estate 
from a council estate. They went through it and it has never been rebuilt.”
 Your calendar artist, Mary Potter, spent her war years drawing maps for the Admiralty, who were camping 
out in the School of Geography. Mary was head of a cartography section in New College. 
           Mary Potter

Singing from Magdalen Tower will be at 6.00am for 7 
minutes. We’re not sure exactly when the bridge will 
be closed to stop you jumping off it. If you know, do 
tell us.

Please note the licensing rules for May Morning are 
fixed Oxford-wide. Booze will be available from 6.30 
- 8.30am. Anywhere open before or after that will be 
limited to food and good wishes.

Fishers, St Clements. 243003 6am - about 8am  Cham-
pagne breakfast £9.95 Full English or smoked salmon 
& scrambled eggs, with a glass of bubbly. Booking ad-
vised, but walk-ins possible.

Freud, Walton Street, 311171. Bucks Fizz breakfasts 
from 6.30am

The King’s Arms, Corner of Parks Rd & Holywell St. 
242369 Open 6.30-8.30, but no breakfast.

The White Horse, 52, Broad Street, 728318. Open for 
breakfast at 6.30

The Turf, down Bath Place, off Holywell Street 243235. 
Bacon and sausage baguettes from 6.00 ish

The Cock and Camel, 24 George Street, 203705. DJ, 
and bacon and sausage butties etc. from 6.00 to 9.00. 
Full breakfast from 9.00. 

The Grapes, 7 George Street, 793380. Breakfast and 
drinks 6.00 - 9.00

The Grand Café, 84 High Street. Two sittings, but fully 

booked. Press your nose up against the glass or book 
early for next year. 

This is all we know so far. Next Door and The Glouces-
ter Arms will not be opening. Far From the Madding 
Crowd haven’t decided yet. If you’re doing something 
please let us know. 553377 or maymorning@dailyinfo.
co.uk

COMING
OPEN MORNING: d’OVERBROECK’S COLLEGE. Satur-
day 8 May, 10am to 12.30pm. Entry at age 13 into 
Year 9, age 16+ into Sixth Form. 1 Park Town (off 
Banbury Road), Oxford. Tel: 310000 for details. All 
welcome.

TAI CHI, QI GONG, TAOIST BREATHING. Oxford Inter-
nal Arts: new weekly classes begin April/May. Head 
tutors to UK’s largest college of Chinese medicine 
and Oxford school of massage. Certified by Master B 
K Frantzis. www.oxinar.com 01865 513863

MAY MORNING

ACCOMMODATION 
WANTED

Oxford Intensive School of  English
Could you accommodate an OISE student in your
home? Multi-national students require bed and 
breakfast with friendly, communicative families in 
Oxford. Highly competitive rates of  pay offered for
 both executive and general students year round.

Please contact Sophie on 01865 245100.


