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Excellent cuisine at reasonable prices
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COMING

Want to know 
What’s On?

FULL LISTINGS OF ALL ADVERTS 
RECEIVED WITHIN THE PREVIOUS 

7 DAYS OCCUR ON 

TUESDAYS:
ACCOMMODATION

SALES & WANTED

WEDNESDAYS:
JOBS OFFERED &

JOBS WANTED 

THURSDAYS: 

PROFESSIONAL THERAPEUTIC 
MASSAGE & Aromatherapy for 
emotional / physical pain 
and study stress. Student dis-
counts available. Tel Body-
Beat: 01865 316810 

COMPLEMENTARY 
THERAPIES

EVER BEEN TOLD YOU TALK 
TOO MUCH?

We pay good money for your skills! We are looking 
for enthusiastic people for telephone interview-
ing in all European languages and URGENTLY in 

English and German.
NO SELLING - TRAINING GIVEN 

FLEXIBLE HOURS: 8 am - 5.30 pm 
(MINIMUM 15 HOURS PER WEEK) 

CALL JANET OR MARLIES ON 01869 363703 
TO FIND OUT MORE, OR EMAIL:  

recruitment@advanced-alchemy.com
www.advanced-alchemy.com

£6.50-£7.50 AN HOUR - TEMP. OR PERM
INTERNATIONAL ENVIRONMENT 

SECOND HAND APPLE Macs www.macfaction.co.uk or 
call 01865 764091 

OXFORD MACINTOSH SOLUTIONS Ltd for all your 
Apple Macintosh Sales Services and Support. 0871 
7170000  www.oxmacsolutions.co.uk

COMPUTERS FOR  
SALE/HELP

BANDS, DISCOS, LIGHTS
DISCOS, KARAOKES AND EQUIPMENT HIRE Dave 
Seamer Entertainments, (01865) 240054

DISCO PA & LIGHTING EQUIPMENT to hire and 
sales. 118 Cowley Rd. 01865 722027. 

BANDS, DISCO, KARAOKE, equipment hire, from 
ODS. 01865 736660

5K RUN/WALK benefiting Asylum Welcome (sup-
ports asylum seekers and refugees living in 
Oxford) Saturday, 1st June, 11:00, University Parks. 
www.oxford5krun.org 

YOGA FOR BEGINNERS. Thursdays, 5.30-7pm, Tanner 
Room, Linacre College. £5/4 (conc). 01865 512352 

MEETINGS / LECTURES
WEDNESDAY WELCOME / Drinks, papers, listening, 
chatting. Meet friendly, caring folk. / St. Columba’s 
Church / Wed: 10.30am / Web: www.stc-cumnor.org.uk 
/ Email: pattilyoliver@lineone.net

OVEREATERS ANONYMOUS / Weekly 12 Step meet-
ing for anyone with an eating disorder. / 7.30pm 
- 8.30pm / West Oxford Community Centre, Botley 
Road

‘LA POÉSIE DE L’INSTANTANÉ: KODAK DE BLAISE 
CENDRARS’ / Seminar from the series ‘Texte et 
Image’. With Eric Robertson, University of London 
Royal Holloway / 5.15pm / Maison Francaise, Norham 
Rd,Oxford.OX2 6SE; Tel: 274220, Fax: 274225, Email: 
maison@herald.ox.ac.uk

FROM GLORY TO DECADENCE: RUG-WEAVING IN 
SOUTHERN SPAIN UP TO 1700 / John Mills / 5.00pm 
/ Headley Lecture Theatre, Ashmolean., Ashmolean 
Museum, Beaumont St.

‘INVENTING THE GREEK’: THE ARCHIVE OF PER-
FORMANCES OF GREEK AND ROMAN DRAMA 
LECTURE / Playwright & academic Colin Teevan (The 
Walls, Monkey) in conversation with Prof. Edith Hall / 
2.15pm. Tel. (2)88210 for more info / Headley Lecture 
Theatre, Ashmolean., Ashmolean Museum, Beaumont 
St.

THE ISRAELI LANGUAGE: MOSAIC OR MOSAIC? 
/ David Patterson Seminars / 8.00 / Yarnton Manor, 
Yarnton, Oxford OX5 1PY; Tel: 377946, Fax: 375079, 
Email: graham.laer@ochjs.ac.uk

GIGS / CLUB NIGHTS
CATWEAZLE CLUB / Performance showcase for 
musicians, singers & songwriters. £3/£2 / 8.30pm / 
Northgate Hall, St Michael’s St

DJ / Music and dancing / 10pm-2am / Freud’s, Walton 
Street; Tel: 311171, Fax: 311171

FUZZY DUCKS / Student ID required. £4 / 8pm / The 
Zodiac, 190 Cowley Road; Tel: 420042

LOCAL BANDS INDIE SHOWCASE / Kailash & Vigi-
lance Black Special / £4 with fl yer / Bullingdon Arms, 
162 Cowley Road, Oxford

X-HAIL / Bluesy Rock/Pop / 9pm / Backroom @ The 
Bully, 162 Cowley Road; Tel: 244516, Fax: 202457, 
Email: info@thebully.f9.co.uk

CAR FOR SALE
FIAT 127 (1978)  Very low 
mileage.  One year MOT.  
ONE family owner.  Ideal for 
learner. £260 or offers. Tel: 
01993 883085

THEATRE

Oxford Playhouse   305305 
THE CLEARING         Until Sat 1st June : 7.30pm.  

Sat Mat : 2.30
Shared Experience Theatre Co. tell a heartbreaking tale 
from Cromwellian Ireland

Apollo Theatre   0870 6063500
LEE EVANS Thurs 30th & Fri 31st: 8.00pm 
The comedian on tour 

Old Fire Station Theatre  297170
LES LIAISONS DANGEREUSES      Until Sat 1st June : 

7.30pm. Sat Mat : 2.30
Sexual manipulation played like chess

Pegasus Theatre  722851
PILLARS OF SOCIETY       Until Sat 1st June : 8.00pm
Oxford School of Drama present Ibsen

Burton Taylor Theatre  305350
BETRAYAL   Until Sat 1st June : 7.30pm
By Harold Pinter

SHAFT GAS Until Sat 1st June : 9.30pm
An uncompromising look at gender issues.

Oxford Brookes Main Lecture Hall 
741111

ME AND MY GIRL               Wed 29 May - Sat 1 June : 
                                    7.30pm. Sat Mat : 2.30pm

The Fortune Players present. £7/£5. Tickets from Ox 
Brookes Uni Reception, 9am-4.30pm 

CINEMA

 Odeon Magdalen St.  08705050007
NOT ANOTHER TEEN MOVIE (15)                   

                                       Daily: 1.00, 3.30, 6.30, 9.00
Oh yes it is...
STAR WARS II (PG)       Daily: 12.30, 4.30, 8.15
Send in the clones...

Phoenix Picture House  512526
THE BUSINESS OF STRANGERS (15)      

Wed: 1.50, 9.30. Thurs: 1.30, 5.00, 11.30
Corporate women take an odd revenge.
THE CLOSET (15)                 Wed: 3.45, 5.40, 7.40 

Sat: 5.40, 7.40. Thurs: 3.15, 9.10 
A Frenchman must pretend to be gay to keep his job
POLLOCK(18)                   Daily: 1.30, 3.50, 6.20, 9.00 
Biopic of troubled painter.
PREVIEW : BETTY FISHER STORIES (15) 

Thurs: 6.40pm
With Director Claude Miller 
WAKING LIFE (15) Thurs: 11.30pm
Animated philosophy dream.

Ultimate Picture Palace  245288
THE ROYAL TENNENBAUMS(15)    Daily: 9.15 
Dysfunctional genius on parade.  See review right
THE KNOWLEDGE OF HEALING (PG)      Daily: 7.15
Intriguing Tibetan medicine documentary.

Odeon George St.  0870 5050007
STAR WARS II (PG)                 Daily: 11.30, 3.30, 7.30
Send in the clones...
HARTS WARS (12)       Daily: 2.00, 5.00, 8.00 
Prisoners’ war camp story
DOG SOLDIERS (15)  Daily: 8.15
Squaddies v werewolves 
THE PANIC ROOM (15)           Daily: 12.00, (not  Weds), 

2.45, 5.45, 8.45
Mother and daughter hide from burglars in secret room
BEND IT LIKE BECKHAM (12)           Daily: 5.30, 8.30
Women’s football comedy
ABOUT A BOY (12)              Daily: 12.30, 3.00, 6.00, 9.00 
12 year old helps Hugh Grant grow up
THUNDERPANTS(PG              Daily: 12.45, 3.00, 5.45 
11 yr old with ‘special abilities’
ICE AGE (U)                              Daily: 1.00, 3.15
Furry animation 
SENIOR SCREEN:  IRIS (15)  Wed. Doors 10.15, 

Film 10.45am. Refreshments included. 
Judy Dench as the author.

   26 JOBS OFFERED          

EFL TEACHERS REQUIRED for teenage and/or 
adult summer classes at Oxford Scholars. Imme-
diate start. Contact DOS Tony Prince on 01865 
721751/email: oxford.scholars@btinternet.com 

EFL TEACHERS REQUIRED, June onwards. Min 
CELTA. Also teachers able to offer English for 
Medicine and T/T. Oxford English Centre. 01865 
516162. info@oxfordenglish.co.uk 

Posh Fish Restaurant 
(previously Mediterranean Fish Bar), 
London Road, Headington. 

When a fire destroyed Headington’s well-loved 
chippy (the Mediterranean) there was uncertainty 
as to whether the eatery would re-open. Last week 
saw the re-branding of the restaurant when Posh 
Fish opened for business. The portions are as huge 
as ever, and you need a reinforced carrier bag 
to take home a large serving of chips. The usual 
takeaway favourites are available (including curry 
sauce, beans and mushy peas as well as ice-cold 
drinks), as well as novel continental touches: Greek 
Baklava is on sale next to brownies, cookies and 
millionaire’s shortbread.
Having been a customer of the erstwhile Med-
iterranean for ten years, it is good to see the 
same customer-friendly team re-open Posh Fish. 
The décor is contemporary, with sharp mirrors and 
blue tiling, and the premises are so clean that 
the surfaces shine. There is chrome furniture on 
the pavement so you can sit and enjoy their thick 
frothy cappucinos and hot chocolates on a balmy 
evening. Waiter service is available at the back of 
the restaurant in a light airy space. Meals come 
with an optional Greek-style salad complete with 
black olives and a lemon wedge. The fish has a 
crispy batter and is piping hot and the chips are 
thick and juicy. Fish and chips costs around a 
fiver; snacks such as jacket potatoes and vegetar-
ian burgers are also available. If you have a serious 
attack of the munchies, then Posh Fish is the place 
for you.

Lita Doolan, 23.05.02 

FANTASTIC 5 BEDROOM House, off Cowley Rd, 
available early July. 4 very large bedrooms, 1 
small. Living room, Kitchen with dining area, 
washing machine, microwave, power shower, gas 
C/H, bike shed and more. Recently redecorated. 
For 5 sharers, student or professional. £1,300 
pcm. Phone Harry 820534 day/eve. 

HOUSES TO LET

DURUFLÉ REQUIEM WITH motets by Villet, Messiaen 
and Poulenc / The Arcadian singers / Exeter College 
Chapel / Saturday June 1st / 8pm / £7/£4/£3 / Tel: 
01865 286294 

FOR SALE
COOL MP3, AUDIO and other stuff:     
www.it-manager.co.uk/forsale 

SUMMER POSTS: M M OXFORD Study Services 
require EFL teachers with RSA celta or Trinity 
TESOL, with teaching experience, and social / 
sports organising staff at their centres in Oxford. 
Please send CV to The Principal, M M Oxford 
Study Services, 44 Blenheim Drive, Oxford OX2 
8DQ E-mail: english@mmoxford.co.uk Fax No: 44 
(0)1865 311988 

BIG OR SMALL we ship it all, also 24-hour photo-
copying, private mailing addresses, binding, Fax 
Bureau and more., Mail Boxes etc., Summertown 
01865 514655, Headington 01865 741729

VANOLOGY REMOVAL SERVICE. Reasonable rates. 
Local and long distance. Reliable. 
Phone / fax John 
01865-243609y@go.com

ALEXANDER TECHNIQUE LESSONS, 
central Oxford and Headington. 
Student rates. Tel; 01865-765511. 
s.c@btinternet.com www.oxat.net 

SOPHIE, SOPHISTICATED ITALIAN brunette available 
for escort services 7 days. 07763 916350 

 SERVICES OFFERED

   ROOMS TO LET      
2 DOUBLE BEDROOMS available, comfortable house, 
Jericho. Fully furnished. One from July 1st, the other 
from 1st August. £267 pcm plus council tax and 
bills. £260 deposit. Danilo: 07786 393977 / Tati: 
01865 263305 / danilofesteggiato@hotmail.com 

SINGLE ROOM, ALL facilities, microwave, laundry. 
Available 10th June. 01865 772376 

SINGLE ROOM, TYNDALE Road St Clements, E6. Large 
friendly 5 bed student house. £290 pcm plus bills. 
July 7th for one year. jocelyn.bradley@brazil.ox.ac.uk 
07836 717105 or 07764 741012 

!!! HEADINGTON DENE Road, single professional 
female n/s. Nice house with all mod cons, off road 
parking, £238pcm inc council tax and water. Avail-
able 1st June 01865 435543 or 07714 534729 

LARGE STUDY, SUITABLE for author, thesis-writer 
or similar, sleeping elsewhere, who requires quiet 
and/or more space to get on with their work. 
Central North Oxford, own phone. £300 pcm. 
johnrose@dailyinfo.co.uk

TWO TEACHERS WANTED to teach English to children aged 
5-12. Teaching or EFL qualification desirable but experi-
ence with children essential. Wednesdays 5-6.30pm at the 
Ferry Centre for 3 terms from October 2002. £18.60 per 
hour. Job description from EFL Ferry Centre, Summertown 
OX2 7DP. Closing date for applications: 17 June. 
BOX OFFICE AND front of house assistants (FOH over 
18’s only): Interested in theatre? Enthusiastic, friendly 
teams need new members! lisa.bates@clearchannel.co.uk 
Tel 243041 
FRENCH-ENGLISH BUSINESS translation one job needs 
done quickly! contact andy_paterson@btinternet.com 
BOOKEEPER ( QUICKBOOKS) WANTED by small friendly 
company. email richard@tomdickanddebbie.com 
EASY WORK, GOOD income-work from home. For details 
contact: easy2work@hotmail.com 
FUN, INTENSE WORK in catering travelling around the UK. 
sales@scoffs.info 
£30 REWARDS GIVEN - for getting us photographic com-
missions. www.shootmesenseless.com 
RELIABLE CLEANER REQUIRED, £20 for 3hrs, Marston, 
07939207087 or p.hopton@uk.akka-dev.com 
CHILDCARER WANTED JULY to September, Jericho. 
newhart@oxfree.com. 315120. 
TEACHERS NEEDED ONE to One language holidays in your 
home ‘’teacher@hblanguage.com’’ 
PROFESSIONAL BUSINESS ENGLISH teachers wanted for 
Milan. CVs to Milan@wordsintime.com 
FRONT OF HOUSE Volunteers wanted for exciting open-air 
production louisebailey@creationtheatre.co.uk 
CHILDCARER AVAIL OVER summer- excellent with boys 
Email:Dann-b-e@talk21.com 
GCSE/ALEVEL TUITION Available. £10/Hr. All Subjects. 
07985468140/01865485306. 
EARN £1.30 PER ENVELOPE - 
nataliakennedy@hotmail.com 
HEARING EXPERIMENT. SUBJECTS with no experience 
wanted. £5/h pnh@physiol.ox.ac.uk 
AUPAIR WANTED (12MTHS) in central Oxford, children 
3,9,13 years bekkie_s@hotmail.com 

AU PAIR, FROM October 2002, experienced, driving 
licence.Contact Rebecca.zerdin@wadh.ox.ac.uk 
INDEPENDANT IT PLANNING ask why before you buy 07855 
462169 
GOOD ADMINISTRATOR SEEKS post Oxford city wealth of 
experience 721965 
AFFORDABLE EYECATCHING WEBSITES, flyers and leaflets 
07811545404 chris@inspiredquizcompany.co.uk 
BABYSITTER(WITH CHILDCARE EXPERIENCE). 
Lizpayne14@hotmail.com Liz 01865 459759 
FORGET THOSE BORING GRADUATION PHOTOGRAPHS, & 
hire us instead. www.shootmesenseless.com 
GERMAN STUDENT SEEKS job in kitchen from 10/7 
Julia_Kreuzer@yahoo.com 
TEACHERS NEEDED ONE to One holidays in your home 
‘’teacher@hblanguage.com’’ 
SPANISH LESSONS NATIVE Experienced Speaker affordable 
prices. Paula: psapone@yahoo.it 
ENGLISH CONVERSATION CLASSES / tours round 
Oxford.Small groups /1:1 gregdada@yahoo.com 
EFL TEACHERS INTERESTED in establishing small coopera-
tive tutorial service? gregdada@yahoo.com 
HIGHLY EXPERIENCED ENGLISH teacher,offers conversation/
grammar classes. marioduchamp82@hotmail.com 
LESSONS WITH experienced English teacher. Reduction for 
groups gregdada@yahoo.com 
SWIMMING TEACHER/COACH South Oxon £20 per hour. 
frontcrawler@onetel.co.uk 
NEEDS PART TIME job in london/sales. email 
shana@london.com 
FRENCH STUDENT NEEDS au pair in Oxford summer only 
07816051624 
I’M A STUDENT- seeking flexible part-time job. 
01251437@brookes.ac.uk 
GERMAN STUDENT(31), 4 YEARS experience (administra-
tion), seeks job August-November jusilke@hotmail.com 
NEED HELP TYPING/graphics/illustrations? Call Caz on 
07733 138658. 
EXPERIENCED GARDENER/HANDYMAN AVAILABLE in 
N,Oxford. refs available. 554046. 

   20 JOBS WANTED          

TURKISH TUTOR WANTED for a child - Central London 
canan.kuhn@ncr.com 

   1 TUITION WANTED          
ENGLISH LANGUAGE TUITION. Cambridge / IELTS 
exams. Writing skills. Thesis checking. 728698

 15 TUITION  OFFERED

Trapeze is a new tuition centre for children 
aged 6 to 14. Our personal learning plans 
help children of all abilities to increase their 
skills, grow in self-confi dence and achieve 
their full potential.

Trapeze offers:

   Detailed, free academic assessments
   Support in literacy, numeracy and study skills
   SATs preparation
   School entrance exam preparation
   Flexible teaching times
   Brand-new G4 iMac computers and learning 
 
   Dedicated and lively teachers
   A fun, welcoming environment

.

.

.

.

.

.

.     

.
facilities

To book an assessment for your child, please 
call 01865 514574 or visit us at 
108 Banbury Road, Oxford OX2 6JU

THE FLYING TUTOR. (I come to you!) Expert professional 
tuition in A Level English 01993 812302 07730 211221 
loshaward@hotmail.com 
VIOLIN. Top level tuition. All ages and levels. 790748. 
SPANISH LESSONS NATIVE Experienced Speaker affordable 
prices. Paula: psapone@yahoo.it 
FLAMENCO GUITAR LESSONS. All levels/ages welcome. 
rafa@rafaelflamencoguitar.co.uk 
GCSE/ALEVEL CHEMISTRY TUITION. Exam revision. Experi-
enced Teacher. marien.perez@abaxo.com 01865434370 
FRENCH TUITION WITH Expirenced native teacher. Tel/Fax 
01865421682. frenchlyspeaking@hotmail.com 
ITALIAN FRENCH PSYCHOLOGY tuitions 
scalabrinosabina@hotmail.com 
JAPANESE TUTION WITH Native Speaker, 
shibatm@hotmail.com 
RUSSIAN TUITION OFFERED. All levels. Call 511867 
VIOLIN TEACHER 12 years experience offers tuition. 
mkcviolin@yahoo.com 
GCSE/ALEVEL TUITION.£10/hr.All Subjects. 
01865485306/07985468140. 
NATIVE SPANISH TUTOR available. vakirsy95@hotmail.com.

Part-time teaching
Lively, qualifi ed teachers required to 

support brand-new childrens’ learning centre 
(ages 6 to 14). No preparation. 
Returners and NQTs welcome.  

Please call 01865 514574 for more details.

Temporary Administrators

OISE Youth Language Schools has full and 
part-time vacancies for temporary  

administrators to assist with preparations for 
various aspects of a busy summer season.  
We have vacancies in the areas of teacher 

recruitment, logistical support, 
travel and marketing.

These positions are from now until 
mid-August, based at Binsey Lane, Oxford.  
The rate of pay is £6.00 to £7.00 per hour, 

depending on duties.

If you are interested in gaining experience 
of EFL administration and enjoy a challenge, 

please call us for full information.
 

Janet: 01865 258320

ENGLISH TEACHERS
required to teach groups of Japanese students 
from July 21st to August 16th in Oxford 
University locations.  We will pay £20 / hour 
classroom teaching. Teachers must have a 
degree and TEFL qualifi cation, 3 years expe-
rience and lots of enthusiasm.

SOCIAL ORGANISER
required from at least July 15th to August 19th 
to help organise and lead activities for a group 
of Japanese students.  We will pay £250/wk 
plus expenses.  Enthusiasm and some similar 
experience necessary.
Please send a CV by fax to 841445 or email to 
david@oxford-intl.demon.co.uk or call David 
at Oxford International Exchange: 841444.

Please mail cv, stating your interest(s) to:
carolyn@albionschools.co.uk

 fax 244112

ALBION INTERNATIONAL STUDY CENTRE

Summer course teachers 
(min. Cert.TEFLA)

Summer course activities leaders
and  Course directors

We are now recruiting

 opera review

The Barber of Seville  
Apollo Theatre, May 25th

It feels a little strange to be reviewing a produc-
tion that one’s readers won’t be able to go on to 
see. The truth is, The Ukrainian National Opera 
swung into town last week and have, no doubt, 
swung on to bigger and better things by now, and 
if you missed them you missed a treat.

The Barber of Seville is one of those light operas 
that you either love (because of the glorious 
music) or hate (because of the daft plot). In fact, 
my companion studied her programme intently 
before declaring, “this story’s as bad as G and S”. 
But the excellent standard of acting jollied things 
along a bit, and even roused the odd laugh in very 
odd moments of surreal cross-dressing shenani-
gans. Laugh? Laugh?! - I nearly split my sides! Ok, 
so I don’t like the story much.

The music however is wonderful, and the com-
pany certainly did the demanding score justice. 
From the dreamy velvety tones of the soprano, to 
the gloriously thundering bass, the cast did put in 
energetic performances of a much better quality 
than you usually find in touring opera, receiving 
well-deserved applause for virtuosic solos. Seri-
ously impressive.

So there you have it. If you missed the show, 
worry not - Producer Ellen Kent is returning to 
Oxford in September with a lavish production of 
Verdi’s Aïda, which, if it’s half as good as Barber 
of Seville, should be well worth a viewing.

Katherine Knowles, 25.05.02 

Duke Humphrey’s Library used 
in the film ‘Harry Potter and the 
Philosopher’s Stone’, 2001

The Bodleian Library

Duke Humphrey’s Library, above the Divinity School, was com-
pleted in 1488, to house the collection given by him to the 
University 40 years earlier.
Only a century later the collection had already dispersed and 
the buildings fallen into disrepair.  Sir Thomas Bodley not 
only restored the library, which reopened in 1602, but also saw 
the need for expansion, requiring “better built scholes...than 
those ruinous little rooms” then used for the purpose.  The 
Schools Quadrangle was accordingly begun in 1613.

Mary Potter

By this time, again thanks to Sir Thomas, an agree-
ment had been reached with the Company of Sta-
tioners for the library to receive a copy of each 
book published in Britain - it became what was 
later called a Copyright Library.  More recently, 
the implications of this have not gone unnoticed, 
and it used to be considered an act of intellectual 
daring to require the librarians to produce a copy 
of, for example, Enid Blyton’s ‘Noddy’ and peruse 
it in the reading room.

The library now stretches south to the Radcliffe 
Camera, and north under Broad Street to the New 
Bodleian, and contains about 5 million books, 
requiring a mile and a half of new shelving a year. 
(There is overflow storage out of town, at Nune-
ham.)

The Curators are understandably nervous about 
the possibility of fire.  All readers have to sign a 
solemn oath not only to obey the regulations of 
the library but also ‘not to bring into the Library 
or kindle therein any fire or flame’.  Before the 
days of electric lighting, this of course meant that 
no light could be kindled, and limited the work-
ing day considerably - especially in winter.  And 
still books may only be consulted in the library.  
Charles I had his request to borrow refused.  So 
did Cromwell.

The façade is a lavish display of Jacobean archi-
tecture, incorporating five classical orders: start-
ing from the ground, Tuscan, Roman Doric, Ionic, 
Corinthian and Composite.

First published in ‘The Oxford Calendar’, 1987

 film review
The Royal Tenenbaums
Ultimate Picture Palace > 30th May

I’m going to have to stop reviewing films, because 
I only go to see the ones I know I’m going to really 
like, and then I really like them, and then I have 
to face this traumatic judgement call whereby you 
the reader must be told just enough about the film 
to make you go and see it, but not so much that it 
is spoiled for you. And I have to keep recycling my 
superlatives. It’s a tough life.

The curious thing about The Royal Tenenbaums is 
that it’s very crude and very subtle at the same 
time. Sick humour and genuine emotion combine 
in a way that only seems unlikely in retrospect. 
Maybe because that’s how “real life” often is, but 
is seldom shown to be.

These characters, however, are, well, perhaps not 
larger than life, but definitely odder. The film 
watches Mr Royal Tenenbaum (Gene Hackman), 
trying to re-establish himself with his long-suffer-
ing wife and variously traumatised offspring. The 
humour comes from the sheer depth of his incom-
petence and duplicity as he sets about this, and 
also from mescaline-munching family friend Eli 
(Owen Wilson), who is so far off the map that he 
probably has his own bed in the cartographer’s 
home.

You also get Anjelica Huston, Ben Stiller, Danny 
Glover, Bill Murray (so restrained that just the pos-
sibility of his bursting forth is entertainment) and 
others, all combining effortlessly with the narra-
tor, the slick yet pointy script and the curious, but 
agreeable, “book chapters” device.

So all the eventual unlikely redemption and reun-
ion doesn’t seem facile and contrived and annoy-
ing, but instead vaguely inevitable and actually 
very moving because it’s what all the characters 
want, and they are believable and likeable enough, 
in their own quirky ways, to make it matter. They 
aren’t odd just for laughs, they’re odd because 
they’re hurt. (And it’s funny.)

As it all veers skilfully between tragedy and 
comedy, you often don’t know quite what you’re 
meant to be feeling. That this seems novel is evi-
dence of just how frequently your emotions are 
crudely shepherded around by your entertainment. 
It’s nice to be treated, for a change, like an adult, 
albeit a slightly twisted one.

Ian Threadgill 24/05/02
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