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Oxford’s WHAT’S ON  *  JOBS  * ACCOMMODATION 

COMING
ESPERANTO, NEUTRAL, FAIR, rational, international 
language. Experts, progresantoj and enquirers wel-
come to local society. Write 36 Stockmore Street, 
Oxford OX4 1JT, or ring 246918 0r 245509
HEALING TREATMENTS with internationally respected 
Master Yap Soon-Yeong from Malaysia. Appoint-
ments available 27th -31st October. Enquiries to 
Dan Gumbel at St Hugh’s, 07769 900159, or email 
dan_cfq@yahoo.co.uk

Weds 29th
SLIMMING WORLD CLASS / Slimming World use 
healthy eating plans to help with weight loss / Slimming 
World / 19;00 / Email: Gloriamc@onetel.com / Web: 
http://www.slimming-world.com / Mornese Centre, Our 
Ladys Convent, Near Original Swan,Cowley
ESPERANTO / La Esperanta Gazetaro. / 7.45pm / 36, 
Stockmore St
JAVANESE GAMELAN / Learn to play the bronze per-
cussion of Central Java. First session free. Enquiries: 
510815 / 6pm / The Balfour Building, 60 Banbury Rd

MEETINGS/LECTURES

Weds 29th
CATWEAZLE CLUB / The Catweazle Club, Oxford’s 
acoustic performance space, for music, poetry, story 
and song, now in its ninth magical year. £3.50 / 8.30pm 
/ Northgate Hall. St Michael’s St
OPEN MIC NIGHT / Mars Entertainments presents 
Delicious music. Free (band bookings call 07876 
184623 / 07989 028522) / 9-11pm / George & Davis, 
St. Aldate’s
OPEN MIC#LEAD#STICK#KEY / Singers, musicians 
punters with Zabadoo & Big Black Cow, Rock/pop/
jazz / 01865 725196/ 763281 / WEDS 8:30pm FREE / 
Antiquity Hall Pub nxt Jongleurs
LOS HOMBRES / Latin Guitar / 11pm-2am / Freud’s. 
Walton St; Tel: 311171

GIGS

Phoenix Picture House: 512526
INTERSTELLA 5555 (PG)                         Wed & Thu: 9.45 
70s style animation with Daft Punk music
MYSTIC RIVER (18)                 Weds: 3.15, 6.00, 8.45 

Thu: 3.15, 6.00, 8.45, 11.30 
Clint Eastwood directs.
SPELLBOUND (U)       Wed: 1.00, 3.10, 5.20, 7.30 

Thu: 1.00, 3.10, 7.30 
Documentary about US Spelling bees
BELLEVILLE RENDEZVOUS(12A)              Wed: 1.15 

Thu: 1.15, 5.30
Splendid French Animation. See review at dailyinfo.co.uk
IGBY GOES DOWN(15) Thursday: 11.15pm
Precocious New Yorker, erm.... does stuff.

Ultimate Picture Palace: 245288
BUFFALO SOLDIERS Wed & Thu: 7.00, 9.30
Joaquin Phoenix in very black comedy of US army. 
Review at www.dailyinfo.co.uk

Odeon George Street: 0870 5050007
FINDING NEMO (U) Daily: 12.50, 3.25, 6.00, 8.35
Rescuing nice fi sh
CALENDAR GIRLS (12A)    Daily: 12.00, 2.30, 5.15
Yorkshire Women’s Institute bare all for a good cause.
THE LEAGUE OF EXTRAORDINARY GENTLEMEN (12A) 

Daily: 12.25, 3.10, 5.55, 8.40
Alan Moore’s excellent graphic novel is brought to the screen.
KILL BILL (18)     Daily: 12.40, 3.15, 6.05, 8.30, 8.45
Tarantino’s return
INTOLERABLE CRUELTY (12A) Daily: 12.15, 2.40, 5.30, 8.05
Coen Brothers produce fun rather than depth.
SECONDHAND LIONS (12A) Daily: 12.10, 2.35, 5.05, 7.55
Timid youth dumped on eccentric uncles.
SENIOR SCREEN: VERONICA GUERIN (18) Wed: 10.25 
One journalist vs the Irish gangs

Odeon Magdalen Street: 0870 5050007
FINDING NEMO (U) Daily: 12.00, 2.30, 5.00, 7.35
Rescuing nice fi sh
BAD BOYS 2 (15) Daily: 1.30, 4.30, 8.10
Martin Lawrence & Will Smith tackle Miami drugs war

CINEMA
 Until Thurs 30th October

New Theatre, Oxford 
(formerly The Oxford Apollo) 

0870 6063500
OH WHAT A NIGHT       Wed & Thu: 7.30pm 

Fri & Sat: 6pm & 9pm 
With Kid Creole. £10-£22.50

Old Fire Station Theatre 297170
THE COUNTRY           Tue 28 - Sat 1: 7.30pm, plus 

Sat 2.30
Imogen Productions present a tale of lies, drugs & 
sex in a green & pleasant land. £8.50/£6.50

Oxford Playhouse 305305 
HUMBLE BOY                                 Mon 27 - Sat 1   

Mon - Wed: 7.30 Thu & Sat: 2.30, 7.30 Fri: 8.00 
A former bunny girl and her astrophysicist son 
£13-£24.50

Burton Taylor Theatre 305305
CLOSER BY PATRICK MARBER     Tue 28 - Sat 1: 

7.30pm 
“A visceral, raw and hilarious tale of lust, despair and 
Internet sex”

THEATRE
 Until  Thurs 30th October

www.dailyinfo.co.uk

Find out how to get 
£10 off your next meal 

out in Oxford on 
www.dailyinfo.co.uk!

 INDIAN RESTAURANT & TAKEAWAY
(FULLY LICENSED)

Excellent cuisine at reasonable prices

THE STANDARD TANDOORI

-- Opposite the Phoenix Cinema --

For bookings, tel. 553557
117 Walton St, Oxford, OX2 6AJ. 

Open 7 days - 12 - 2.30pm, 6 - 11.30pm

FOOD

BANDS, DISCOS, LIGHTS
DISCO PA & LIGHTING EQUIPMENT: hire 
and sales. 118 Cowley Rd. 01865 722027. 

DISCOS, KARAOKES AND EQUIPMENT 
HIRE: Dave Seamer Entertainments,   
(01865) 240054

BANDS, DISCO, KARAOKE, equipment 
hire, from ODS. 01865 736660

HOUSES/FLATS/
NARROWBOATS TO LET

WE HAVE A SELECTION OF FOUR AND FIVE BED 
HOUSES in the East Oxford area £1,000 - £1,300. 
mark@collegeandcounty.biz 01865 722277
JAMES STREET. ONE BEDROOM FLAT. Own entrance, 
separate utilities, shared garden. Available 1st 
November. £550. 07711 849348
KIDLINGTON, 2 BED unfurnished house. Lovely 
modern interior, house includes double bedrooms, 
living room, kitchen with dining area, bathroom 
and rear garden. £720 November 
mark@collegeandcounty.biz 01865 722277
DIVINITY ROAD, 1-2 bed light and spacious fur-
nished flat. Property is newly refurbished to a high 
standard and features 1 double bedroom, 1 single, 
living room, bathroom and kitchen. £760 November 
mark@collegeandcounty.biz 01865 722277
TO LET FROM 1/11/03: single studio flat, Walton 
Crescent. £600 inclusive of bills. 07811 920025
NEWTON ROAD, GRANDPONT. Remodelled Victorian 
house, suit professional couple. Large study; broad-
band. Luxury kitchen, bathroom. No smokers/pets. 
Sunny rear aspect. £875pcm. 01865 721297 / 
wendy@oxwise.ox.ac.uk
LOVELY NARROWBOAT, OXFORD. From Nov 9. John: 
07792 910480 / http://www.amandacastleman.com/
boatrental.html
END TERRACE HOUSE in quiet close in Rose Hill. 
3 spacious bedrooms.Newly decorated with small 
garden. Furnished or unfurnished 6 month let. £750 
pcm. 07714245808.
1 BED FLAT, COWLEY. Central heating, Parking 
& Garden. Modern decor. Includes F/freezer, 
w/machine. £620pcm. denmoran@hotmail.com 
07765975316

ROOMS TO LET

LARGE SUNNY QUIET ROOM, JERICHO. Quiet mature 
graduate male. £350. Ox 558602
LOVELY DOUBLE ROOM, VICTORIAN HOUSE, Bicester. 
Near shops, bus, train, M40. £295/month + bills. 
To share with one other, prefer quiet easygoing 
30-something professional. lphelps@oxfam.org.uk / 
01869 242492
YARNTON LARGE DOUBLE room in new executive 
family house. allmodcons, freezer, cleaner, parking 
(discount for weekdays only) £350pcm exclusive 
01865373867 evenings
QUIET FURNISHED ROOM with view of woods in 
family house, own bathroom with shower, parking. 
£85 a week inc. Female wanted, postgrad or profes-
sional, n/s. 15 mins. city centre. Available Nov. 1st. 
Phone now - Carol 01865 739622
ONE STUDY/BEDROOM LEFT to share in centrally 
heated house with 4 other students. £100 per week 
including gas, electric and water bills. Cleaner once 
a week. Glanville Road, Cowley. Contact Siobhan on 
mobile 07760 315613 or s1obhan2001@hotmail.com
LARGE ROOM, £350pcm incl. Share pleasant flat in 
Headington with male professional. 07985 473275
TWO GREAT ROOMS IN HEADINGTON suit student or 
professional contact Mr Mannion on 07813644617
VERY LARGE DOUBLE ROOM in Cowley. £365 pcm. 
Contact i-belive@caramail.com or 07766065326
ROOMS TO LET NOW. Please leave message and 
phone number on 01865 794009
OFF BOTLEY ROAD. SINGLE ROOM. Central Heating. 
Available 1st Nov. Parking. Garden. £195. 07711 
849348
CENTRAL ROOMS FOR STUDENTS IN STUDENT 
HOUSES. Fall term (until December 30) or longer 
if required. Telephone, TV, video, computer, utilities 
included. £380pcm. Call 01865 201132 or email 
wisc@europe.com

USERS OF ONLINE banking required for a web exper-
iment. About 1 1/2hrs, £ 10 perhour. Fill out the 
form at www.bunnyfoot.com/webtest or contact us 
at webtest@bunnyfoot.com
FREELANCE PROGRAMMER NEEDED to work on 
Access and/or Paradox 9 databases for local data-
base developers http://www.alberonsystems.co.uk/
jobs.shtml
LANGUAGE SCHOOL REGISTRAR required for a school 
specialising in 1:1 tuition. TEFL and admin experi-
ence required. Small, friendly office in Summertown. 
Salary of £15-16 000 depending on skills and expe-
rience. Send CV and details to Kelvin Fowler, ETAL 
Ltd, Gordon House, 276 Banbury Road, Oxford, OX2 
7ED kelvin@etal.org (http://www.homelingua.com)

JOBS OFFERED

His Beatitude, Mar Nasrallah Sfeir
The Patriarch of Antioch and of all the Levant

will give a talk on:

The Muslim-Christian co-existence 
in the Lebanon

 on Friday October 31, at 8.30pm at The Oxford 
Union, St Michael’s Street.

The talk is open to members and non-members of 
the University

For more information, please phone 07977 495150
or email aram@orinst.ox.ac.uk

HOMESTAY ACCOMMODATION
available in North Oxford for 

English language students or academics.
Single or twin furnished room, breakfast 

& dinner, laundering, live in housekeeper, 
use of communal television room.

dawei50@hotmail.com    01865 355557

2 DAVID BOWIE CONCERT TICKETS for sale: £60 each. 
NEC, 20th November, 7.30pm. Call 07775 760368

BOWIE TICKETS

Why YOU should advertise 
lets through Daily Info!

1. It’s simple & direct from      
    your computer.
2. The ad appears instantly.
3. It costs peanuts compared 
    to the rent you’ll get back!
4. There’s a large audience -
    apart from this sheet, currently 
    500 a day look at Houses & Flats
    & 700 at Rooms To Let on the web.
5. Our readers - particularly 
    postgraduates & young  
    professionals - make good tenants.

www.dailyinfo.co.uk
Jill Crossland
Piano Recital 

Jacqueline du Pre Music Building 
Saturday November 1st, 7.30pm 

. Bach . Mozart . Beethoven .
Tickets from Tickets Oxford: 305305 or at door 
‘a new gem’ - Independent on Sunday on her new 

recording with Warner Classics

Full and Part-time 
Telephone Fundraisers

The Phone Room is looking for ambitious, motivated and 
results-focused people to join our team. We offer an 
excellent starting salary from £6 per hour.
Available shifts: 12:30-5pm and 6-9pm Monday 
to Friday plus weekend day shifts. You will need to 
be able to work at least one weekend shift (3 hours). 
Interested? Talk to Helen or Geoff on 

01865 324282/ 324283
The Phone Room is an equal opportunities employer

34 MORE on 
www.dailyinfo.co.uk

CREAM LEATHER 2-SEATER sofa, armchair and foot-
stool. £120 ono. Buyer collects. Call 07855 273690.
SOFA-BED, METAL ACTION, very good condition. £40 
512540

PINE TBLE & 4 chairs. Grt cond. £70. 
woodhousepaula@hotmail.com
3 OAK BREAKFAST bar chairs with backs £30 01993 811844
4 DARKWOOD EDWARDIAN dining chairs. Beautiful. Bargain at 
£150 walshworks@aol.com

FURNITURE 
& BEDDING

GOLF 1.8 5DR 1985, MOT March 2004, £300. 
gillian.coates@economics.ox.ac.uk

PEUGEOT 106MREG 1.1 £1300 Well Maintained! 
Ph:07900231000
FREE MOTORCYCLE! CAGIVA250CC runs great, needs MOT 
07796811142
FORD ESCORT 1.6LX 94M Towbar £1400 (01235)519476
L REG GOLF 1.3 excellent cond £1500 ono 01865-722747

CARS & MOTORBIKES

27 MORE on 
www.dailyinfo.co.uk

PEWTER VICTORIAN FIREPLACE lucyesmedley@talk21.com
ROWING MACHINE EXCELLENT condition £65 Tel516758
STYLISH MODERN SHEEPSKIN coat. size 10. £4. 07984 165427
SONY DIGITAL CAMERA Video + cardIEEE1394 +Acc ask details 
jazzoxford@yahoo.com
UPRIGHT PIANO FREE to good home. You collect. Tel 
07769815261

OTHER SALES

89 MORE on 
www.dailyinfo.co.ukBIKES FOR SALE

TOMASINO FRAME, ANNIVERY cycle, 21”, £120. Oxford 
558602

GENTS RALEIGH HYBRID VGC fully serviced £65 01865 204799
BAUERMTB SHIMANO DISCS gears groupset rstforks 16inch 
£200 07876523436
MARIN WILDCAT TRAIL Mountainbike. Super Machine. 
£650ono. pencil2h@hotmail.com
MARIN QUAKE 9.0FRS mountainbike. £500ono. 
pencil2h@hotmail.com

m 

24 MORE on 
www.dailyinfo.co.uk

52 MORE on 
www.dailyinfo.co.uk

STOLEN: GREEN RUCKSACK containing research from St John’s 
college katrinanavickas@hotmail.com
CHAIN SAW - wanted £100 max trevor.godfrey@eng.ox.ac.uk
THRILLS TICKETS X 2. Please pretty please. 
boohanner@yahoo.co.uk
VOLUNTEER MENTORS NEEDED for young people. Please ring 
01865 848181
SMALL CAR WANTED upto 3000 07766718516

WANTED

47 MORE on 
www.dailyinfo.co.uk

SINGING TEACHER WANTED, including practice for chapel 
choir. Bass. ian.johnston@univ.ox.ac.uk
KOREAN TUITION FREE 07919814544 aerokim@hanmail.net
FLUTE TUITION OFFERED, professional flautist, all levels wel-
come. cgoodman99@hotmail.com
TOUCH TYPING - v. exp. teacher - Diana - 07771858153; 01865 
510377; bayleydm@hhs.bham.ac.uk
MATHS/SCIENCE GCSE/KS4; OXFORD graduate; experienced 
tutor; eleanor_hunter@yahoo.co.uk

TUITION

51 MORE on 
www.dailyinfo.co.uk

CHILD CARRIER BACKPACK style £5 VGC 01993 811844
FISHER PRICE “CHATTER Phone”. Older style. £2. 07984 
165427
BEAUTIFUL HANDMADE COT Futon,duvet, sheets, covers, 
£50.00 07966 224497
CAR SEAT GRACO - This must go soon! - Very new! - Don’t miss 
it! kaikilia12@hotmail.com
CLASSICAL GUITAR: HALF size, excellent condition. £20. 
iamafish@operamail.com

CHILDREN’S THINGS

17 MORE on 
www.dailyinfo.co.uk

Rob Newman:
From Caliban to the Taliban
500 years of Humanitarian Intervention
Pegasus Theatre, Thurs Oct 23rd 2003. 
In a month where we’ve been forced to realise 
that Jim Davidson is not merely still alive but 
allowed to speak in public at the New Theatre, 
thanks are owed once again to the Pegasus for 
ushering in a note of sanity.

Rob Newman, appearing in what I’ve come to 
think of as the Mark Thomas slot, covers similar 
ground, but in a very different style. His brain 
fizzes with an extraordinary wealth of facts and 
quotes he’s memorized for us. He occasionally 
has to pause in neutral while his mouth catches 
up.

His mission tonight, sparked by a radio phone-in 
caller in America’s deep south, complaining 
about the number of local Vietnamese immi-
grants (“Howud they like it if weeyall went over 
there?”), is to make us realise that the current 
global policy of making the world safe for profit, 
regardless of who gets killed, has been going on 
continuously for many hundreds of years.

In fact, he tells us, if you don’t count the years of 
the civil war, throughout America’s history, there 
has only been one year in which America has not 
been engaged in aggression in another country. 
It was 1892. What went wrong? Was it the pub-
lication of the rules of basketball? The invention 
of the fig roll?

GARDEN MAINTENANCE, NO job too small. Chantelle 
Pike 07900 262992

VANOLOGY REMOVAL SERVICE. Reasonable rates. 
Local and long distance. Reliable. 01865-243609. 
vanology@go.com 
BIG OR SMALL WE SHIP IT ALL: also 24-hour photo-
copying, private mailing addresses (24-hour access 
and forwarding worldwide), binding, fax bureau and 
much more. Mail Boxes Etc. Summertown 01865 
514655, Headington 01865 741729 
ALEXANDER TECHNIQUE LESSONS, central Oxford 
and Headington. Student rates. Tel; 01865-765511. 
s.c@btinternet.com www.oxat.net

 SERVICES OFFERED

26 MORE on 
www.dailyinfo.co.uk

47 MORE on 
www.dailyinfo.co.uk

153 MORE on 
www.dailyinfo.co.uk

THEATRE/COMEDY REVIEW

RESTAURANT REVIEW

Pizza Piazza, 260 Banbury Rd, Summertown.  Tel. 554117

Walking into Pizza Piazza, I felt as if I had left Oxford behind, and just entered 
a chic London bar/restaurant. The interior was, shall we say, minimalist, with wooden flooring, 
white-washed walls, dimmed lighting and leather-topped tables with a single candle in the centre. 
As with so many of the modern restaurants these days, the kitchen was on view to the public, and 
an open plan, stylish bar lined one side of the restaurant.

The service was swift and the staff incredibly polite and efficient. We ordered garlic dough sticks 
for starter, which arrived swiftly, were freshly baked and cooked to perfection. The garlic butter 
was flavoursome, yet not overpowering; the dough light and perfectly crisp to the bite. For the 
main course we both ordered Calzone pizza; the menu here is large, though heavily dominated by 
pizza; only a few pasta dishes offered as an alternative. However, the choice of toppings is immense 
and adventurous and most people would easily find something to their liking here, I am sure. My 
husband chose the bacon and brie calzone, while I went for the seafood option: tuna and prawns 
in a tomato sauce. Both pizzas were accompanied with a fantastic Caesar salad with a wonder-
fully tangy dressing, and we chose to share a bottle of very pleasant wine during the meal. We 
also ordered a side portion of chips, which although not abundant in quantity, were again freshly 
cooked and tasted divine, with a proper golden colouring and lightly sprinkled with oregano and 
rock salt.

Neither of us could stomach a dessert after our mains, though the menu was tempting, and watch-
ing other tables the desserts carried out looked incredibly well presented and of ample portions.

Overall, we were more than pleasantly surprised with our meal. The total bill came to only £19, 
due admittedly to their long-term promotion of ‘two main courses plus bottle of wine for £15’; 
however, this seems to be a relatively permanent offer, and even without, all main courses are 
under £9, with most around the £6 mark. Starters average £3.50 and desserts closer to £4.50.

In all, what we expected to be a mediocre meal taking advantage of a good promotion was in fact 
a lovely evening with fantastic food and wine, in a modern but quiet and very sophisticated setting. 
Definitely worth the trip up Banbury Road.

Alison Hook, 22.10.03

Current discussion threads on GET HELP FOR 
ANYTHING on www.dailyinfo.co.uk include:
. Palestinians v. Sharonic, Likudnic Israel: 

The Jews of the Jews? . Megabus to 
London: advance booking & controversy .

 Obtaining strange screwdrivers .
 Gay bishops . Communication Skills:

 Speech therapy .

LAPTOP NEW: Intel Celeron 1.6GHz/20G 
HD/128MDDR/24xCD-ROM/14.1”TFT/built in net-
work connection 10-100M /56K Modem. £575. Call 
Geoff on 0795 127 0998

PCFIXIT. No fix, no pay. Free consultation. Ring 
01865243609. pcfixit@go.com

RENT AN IMAC with printer from £45.00/month, 
iBook from £65.00/month. www.macfaction.co.uk / 
01865 764091.

OXFORD MACINTOSH SOLUTIONS Ltd for all your 
Apple Macintosh Sales Services and Support. 0871 
7170000 www.omsuk.com

COMPUTERS 
FOR SALE/ HELP

72 MORE on 
www.dailyinfo.co.uk

MOTOROLA WALKIE TALKIES (2), used once. £5 
uk_adrianna@yahoo.com
TRICITY BENDIX FRIDGE-FREEZER. Works well. Buyer collects. 
£50. 07791-341642
POWERFULL BLENDER, ICE crushing facility, £30 
sparatires@hotmail.com
LEXMARK Z13 INKJET printer 18.- ***Urgent** 
wn03@yahoo.com
IRON- 5 POUNDS - gillesrico@hotmail.com

KITCHEN & ELECTRICAL

70 MORE on 
www.dailyinfo.co.uk

More random facts that missed the history 
books:

The Bush family bank had to be stopped from 
raising funds for Nazi Germany in 1942 by a law 
passed specially for the occasion. 

World War One began, not because of the assas-
sination of Archduke Ferdinand (did we ever 
believe that?), but because Germany was about 
to complete a railway to Baghdad.

Migrant workers (and Indians) were being killed 
and tortured in Virginia in 1610, some years 
before the Mayflower set sail, to keep up the 
tobacco quotas.

If I make the evening sound dry, I do him a great 
disservice. Mr Newman is an excellent mimic 
and linguist, a manic stage presence, and quite 
a reasonable banjo player and, ahem, body-pop-
per. One moment he’s pointing out seriously that 
under the exact rules of the Nuremberg Trials, 
Tony Blair would have been hung as a war crimi-
nal for the recent war in Iraq. The next: a por-
trayal of Bush Sr. & Jr. as Steptoe and Son, with 
voices spot on.

My favourite quote: “Humanitarian intervention 
is the thin layer of organic matter, cloaking the 
cyborg body of corporate profit, such that it can 
walk among the people and only dogs bark”

He doesn’t tell us how to neutralise corporate 
power and set up a nice world order where 
people matter. (“Block toilets with sponges. Make 
hoax phone calls.”)

But that’s not his job. That’s up to us.

Ian Threadgill, 24.10.03 

P.S. Big capitalist sell-out that he is, a double CD, 
recorded on this tour, is available from his web-
site: www.robertnewmancorp.fsnet.co.uk

The Bodleian Library
Duke Humphrey’s Library, above the Divinity School, 
was completed in 1488, to house the collection given by 
him to the University 40 years earlier.
Only a century later the collection had already dispersed 
and the buildings fallen into disrepair.  Sir Thomas 
Bodley not only restored the library, which reopened in 
1602, but also saw the need for expansion, requiring 
“better built scholes...than those ruinous little rooms” 
then used for the purpose.  The Schools Quadrangle was 
accordingly begun in 1613.
By this time, again thanks to Sir Thomas, an agreement 
had been reached with the Company of Stationers for 

OXFORD HISTORY

the library to receive a copy of each book published in 
Britain - it became what was later called a Copyright 
Library.  More recently, the implications of this have not 
gone unnoticed, and it used to be considered an act of 
intellectual daring to require the librarians to produce a 
copy of, for example, Enid Blyton’s ‘Noddy’ and peruse 
it in the reading room.
The library now stretches south to the Radcliffe Camera, 
and north under Broad Street to the New Bodleian, and 
contains about 5 million books, requiring a mile and a 
half of new shelving a year. (There is overfl ow storage 
out of town, at Nuneham.)
The Curators are understandably nervous about the 

possibility of fi re.  All readers have to sign a solemn oath 
not only to obey the regulations of the library but also 
‘not to bring into the Library or kindle therein any fi re 
or fl ame’.  Before the days of electric lighting, this of 
course meant that no light could be kindled, and limited 
the working day considerably - especially in winter.  
And still books may only be consulted in the library.  
Charles I had his request to borrow refused.  So did 
Cromwell.
The façade is a lavish display of Jacobean architecture, 
incorporating fi ve classical orders: starting from the 
ground, Tuscan, Roman Doric, Ionic, Corinthian and 
Composite.

First published in Mary Potter’s ‘The Oxford Calendar’, 
1987

10 MORE on 
www.dailyinfo.co.uk


