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Oxford’s

 Oxford Playhouse 305305 
SNAKE IN THE GRASS           Tue 28th Jan - Sat 1st Feb 
Daily: 7.30pm Except Fri: 8pm Thu & Sat Mat: 2.30pm 
Alan Ayckbourn’s latest explores family relationships in 
genre-combining style. £8.50-£21.50. See review above 
right

Burton Taylor Theatre 305350
LAMOS, THE CHILD EATER

Tue 28th Jan - Sat 1st Feb.  Daily: 9.30pm 
Sock puppets & a dancing monster as someone eats 
babies in a seaside town. £5/£4 See review above

AN INDIAN AFFAIR                   Tue 28th - Sat 1st Feb. 
Daily: 7.30pm 

A woman’s sense of longing becomes a powerful & 
dominant master... £5/£4

Ultimate Picture Palace 245288
28 DAYS LATER (18)                   Thu: 9.15pm 
Rage-making virus escapes lab.  See review at 
dailyinfo.co.uk
ALL ABOUT MY MOTHER (15) Thu: 7pm 
Manuela tracks the father of her dead teenage son

Odeon George Street 
0870 5050007  

GANGS OF NEW YORK (18)    Thu: 4.15*, 8.00*  
Di Caprio, Day-Lewis, Diaz & Broadbent in Scorsese’s 
19th century NY.  See review at www.dailyinfo.co.uk
8 MILE (15) Daily: 12.15, 3.00, 6.00, 8.45 
Eminem stars in biographical tale. See review at 
dailyinfo.co.uk
GHOST SHIP (18) Daily: 1.30, 4.00, 6.30, 9.00 
Gabriel Byrne & fellow salvagers trapped in a haunted 
ship. See review at www.dailyinfo.co.uk
ABOUT SCHMIDT (15)    Daily: 11.30, 2.30, 5.30, 8.30 
Jack Nicholson & Kathy Bates in the tale of a failed 
man. See review at www.dailyinfo.co.uk
DIE ANOTHER DAY (12A) Daily: 12.30* 
Bond needs no introduction... See review at 
www.dailyinfo.co.uk
CATCH ME IF YOU CAN (12A)         Thu: 12.30*, 

3.45*, 7.45* 
Hanks, DiCaprio, Walken & Sheen in true story of suc-
cessful conman

 Odeon Magdalen Street 
0870 5050007

CHICAGO (12A) Daily: 12.00*, 2.45*, 5.30*, 8.30* 
Zellweger, Zeta-Jones & Gere do sex & violence, 
1920s-style. See review at www.dailyinfo.co.uk
PRE-RELEASE SCREENING: PUNCH DRUNK LOVE (15)
 Daily: 6.00, 8.45 
Adam Sandler as small-time businessman on romantic 
journey. See review, above right
HARRY POTTER & THE CHAMBER OF SECRETS 
(PG)                 Daily: 1.45 
Contains intense combat & fantasy horror.  See review 
at www.dailyinfo.co.uk

Phoenix Picture House 512526
THE PIANIST (15)             Thu: 3.00, 6.00 
A jewish pianist’s tale of survival through WWII.  See 
review at www.dailyinfo.co.uk
SPIDER (15) Thu: 4.45, 9.15 
Ralph Fiennes in Cronenberg’s latest psychodrama.  
See review at www.dailyinfo.co.uk
THE EYE (15) Thu: 11.45pm 
Scariest Far Eastern horror since the ‘Ring’ fi lms 
ONE HOUR PHOTO (15) Thu: 11.15pm 
Robin Williams as photo obsessive.  See review at 
dailyinfo.co.uk
THE LAVENDER HILL MOB (U) Thu: 2.30, 7.00 
Ingenious bullion robbery in one of Ealing comedy’s 
fi nest 

*=Wheelchair access

CINEMA
 Until Thurs 30th January

THEATRE
 Until Thurs 30th January

BANDS, DISCOS, LIGHTS
DISCO PA & LIGHTING EQUIPMENT: hire 
and sales. 118 Cowley Rd. 01865 722027. 

DISCOS, KARAOKES AND EQUIPMENT 
HIRE: Dave Seamer Entertainments, 
(01865) 240054

BANDS, DISCO, KARAOKE, equipment 
hire, from ODS. 01865 736660

4 more on 
www.dailyinfo.co.uk!

PCFIXIT. No fix, no pay. Free 
consultation. Ring 01865243609. 
pcfixit@go.com

RENT AN IMAC with printer from 
£45.00/month, iBook from 
£65.00/month. www.macfaction.co.uk / 01865 
764091.

OXFORD MACINTOSH SOLUTIONS Ltd for all your 
Apple Macintosh Sales Services and Support. 0871 
7170000 www.omsuk.com

COMPUTERS 
FOR SALE/ HELP

44 more on 
www.dailyinfo.co.uk!

JOBS OFFERED        

PART-TIME ASSISTANT (15-20 hrs pw), for Oxford-
based internet marketing company. Must be con-
fident, articulate and presentable. Job will involve 
visiting local businesses to help raise awareness 
regarding our recently launched product (no selling 
involved). Please contact Alex on 01865 304899.

WILDLY EXCITING, THESPIAN COMPUTER CONSUL-
TANCY seeks manic but organized computer tech-
nicians to manage our clients’ IT networking 
needs.. shop@computerassistance.uk.com or call 
01865451177.

OXFORD INFORMATION

UNICYCLE, 26” WHEEL, chrome. Hand 
made by DM Engineering. Top quality. 
Mint condition. £130 new. All offers con-
sidered.  Leave message on 432901 or 
email particularlyhungry@hotmail.com

UNICYCLES FOR SALE

EVER BEEN TOLD YOU TALK TOO MUCH?
We pay good money for your skills! 

We are currently looking for enthusiastic, target driven 
people to work on varied telemarketing/sales projects

ALL EUROPEAN LANGUAGES REQUIRED
DUTCH/FLEMISH SPEAKERS URGENTLY

(Including English speakers)
We offer £7.15-£8.20 p/h (incl. holiday entitlement) 

(temp or temp- perm)   Full training provided
Hours to suit (between hours of 8am-5.30pm)

E-mail your CV to recruitment@advanced-alchemy.com
or contact Julia or Marlies on 01869 363700

For more information 
www.advanced-alchemy.com

EXHIBITIONS

Christ Church Picture Gallery  

Entrance via Canterbury Gate / Oriel Square. 
Open: Mon-Sat 10.30-1.00, 2.00-4.30. Sun 2.00-4.30  Tel. 276172

Dürer and his contemporaries
Small display of Northern Renaissance prints (to Feb 16)

Country life
 Landscape drawings from the permanent collection. 

Campagnola, Carraci & more... (to April 27) 

THEATRE REVIEW

22 more on 
www.dailyinfo.co.uk!

ENGLISH LANGUAGE TUITION. Cambridge / IELTS 
exams. Writing skills. Thesis checking. 728698

TUITION OFFERED

PROFESSIONAL CVS, RESUMES, Cover Letters. Inter-
view prep. Student Rates. edit4you@hotmail.com

BIG OR SMALL WE SHIP IT ALL: also 24-hour photo-
copying, private mailing addresses (24-hour access 
and forwarding worldwide), binding, fax bureau and 
much more. Mail Boxes Etc. Summertown 01865 
514655, Headington 01865 741729 

GARDENER, EXPERIENCED. Call David: 510412

VANOLOGY REMOVAL SERVICE. Reasonable rates. 
Local and long distance. Reliable. 01865-243609. 
vanology@go.com

 SERVICES OFFERED

12 more on 
www.dailyinfo.co.uk!

COMING

PLUS 23 Houses/Flats on 
www.dailyinfo.co.uk!

We’ve got a 

NEW SIDEBAR
on 

www.dailyinfo.co.uk
Like it? Hate it? Let us know!

Lebanese Restaurant
AL-SALAM

6 Park End Street, Oxford  OX1 1HH
Telephone 01865 245710

Good Food, Good Atmosphere, Open EVERY day!

 INDIAN RESTAURANT & TAKEAWAY
(FULLY LICENSED)

Excellent cuisine at reasonable prices

THE STANDARD TANDOORI

-- Opposite the Phoenix Cinema --

For bookings, tel. 553557
117 Walton St, Oxford, OX2 6AJ. 

Open 7 days - 12 - 2.30pm, 6 - 11.30pm

FOOD

MEETINGS/LECTURES
PUBLICIZE YOUR SOCIETY HERE!

Put YOUR meetings or lectures up -
immediately, any time and free - at 

www.dailyinfo.co.uk.
Queries to dailyinfo@dailyinfo.co.uk 

‘A BRITON’S ENVIED NAME: LOCAL DEFENCE 
FORCES, STATE CONTROL & THE POLITICS 
OF PATRIOTISM IN ENGLAND, 1793-1815’ / With 
researcher Kate Watson. Part of the ‘Britain & the 
war with Napoleon’ seminar series. All welcome / 
2.15pm / Maison Francaise, Norham Rd. Tel: 274220 / 
maison@herald.ox.ac.uk

‘ANTI-DEMOCRATIC CHALLENGES & DEMO-
CRATIC SURVIVAL: ELITE REACTIONS TO 
EXTREMISM IN INTER-WAR EUROPE’ / With Gio-
vanni Capoccia, Magdalen College. West European 
Seminar Series.  All welcome / 5pm / Maison Francaise, 
Norham Rd / Tel: 274220 / maison@herald.ox.ac.uk

EAST OXFORD STOP THE WAR / 1st meeting of this 
new local Stop the War group / 7.30pm / East Oxford 
Community Centre, Princes Street

IRONING PERFORMANCE / Your local launderette 
becomes a space for arts events, talks & perform-
ances! / 7-8pm / Tru Wash Launderette, Windmill Rd, 
Headington

OXFORD GNOSTIC ASSOCIATION / Five husbands 
of the samaritan woman at well - named; free to 
all / Town Hall, St. Aldate’s / Mr. R. Nijjhar 0118 
962 3200 / rajinder.nijjhar@ntlworld.com / 7.30pm / 
www.nijjhar.freeserve.co.uk/sikhism.htm 

GIGS
OH BROTHER WHERE ART THOU? / Bluegrass/
Appalachian /American Old Time music open session 
/ Fox and Hounds, Weirs Lane off Abingdon Road / 
8.30 p.m. / Email: taube.marks@lang.ox.ac.uk

KARL DEMATA / Blues guitar / 11pm-2am / Freud’s, 
Walton St; Tel: 311171

AZUL - STEAMIN LATIN OUTFIT / feat. Roland Perrin 
(keys) £6 £4 conc / doors open 8.15; band on 9 / The 
Spin@The Wheatsheaf, Wheatsheaf Alley, 129 High 
Street; Tel: 243276

ED HARCOURT / Ex-Snug singer/songwriter. £9 adv. 
/ 7pm / The Zodiac, 190 Cowley Road; Tel: 420042

HELSINKI/OKURA / £5 on the door £4 with fl yer / 
Doors open 8:00 / Backroom @ The Bully, 162 Cowley 
Road; Tel: 244516

FRAGGLE POP / Good Cheese, RNB / The Cellar, 
Frewin Ct., off Cornmarket / 8pm - 2am / 
www.noblenights.com / simonthenoble@hotmail.com

 OPENING THE  ORBIT
The Microcosmic Orbit is the collective name 
for your two most important energy channels,

 which run up the spine & down the front of the body.
The joining and activation of these channels produces

 important health benefi ts, including increased resistance to 
stress and illness and a heightened level of vitality.

This is the energy which is balanced by acupuncture,
except here you do it yourself, without needles.

Movements to open the orbit will be taught :
 Sunday January 2nd, 11am-3pm, 

St Phillip & St James School, Leckford Rd.
 £15, £10 concs. Beginners very welcome.

Details from  432901, or www.healingtaooxford.co.uk

        Plus 3 “For Sale” on 
www.dailyinfo.co.uk!

      164 MORE Rooms on 
www.dailyinfo.co.uk!

32 more on 
www.dailyinfo.co.uk!

...Men Seeking Women...Women Seeking 
Men...Gay, Lesbian & Bisexual...

Paid advertisements in the “Personals” 
sections of www.dailyinfo.co.uk now give 
you a week’s coverage on printed sheet 

and internet for the price of one day.

!!

CINEMA REVIEW

’Photos can accompany paid 
adverts (WEB ONLY) free of 
further charge. Especially 
suitable for Houses, Flats, 

Rooms, Cars...

Email a GIF or JPEG image, 
max. 500 pixels wide, to 

dailyinfo@dailyinfo.co.uk.

Current viewership is 3,000 
people a day.

Please note: we can also use 
ordinary camera ’photos, but 

these each incur a £10 
processing charge. Post to: 

Daily Information, 10 Kingston 
Road, Oxford OX2 6EF.

’PHOTOS!

GILLIAN & RALPH STONE 
(formerly “TITLES”)

now in Jedburgh, Scotland (Tel 01835 864147)

will be at STAND 85 at the
 OXFORD BOOK FAIR

The Oxford Centre,  333 Banbury Road,
Fri 31 Jan and Sat 1 Feb.

Oxford Books, ephemera, prints (including 
Ackermann’s) and many other good books.

The Washington International Studies Council

Oxford University Undergrads/ Grads Wanted
Academic Year 2002 - 2003

Rooms to let in Central Oxford and Jericho
Houses fully furnished, sharing with 

American Students
Rent £360 inc. all utilities

Call Pamela White
01865 201132

JERICHO, SINGLE ROOM for postgrad in clean, com-
fortable furnished houseshare from mid/end Feb, 
£360pcm incl. bills. 01865 451095 07711671923

HEADINGTON: SINGLE ROOM, shared non-smoking 
house. £265pcm, deposit and bills. 
paulivanp@netscape.net

SPACIOUS LOFT BEDROOM. Share house with 1 
other plus cat. Suit non-smoker. Temple Cowley. 
£375 incl. jonpaul@dircon.co.uk. 01865749205

TWO LARGE ROOMS (UNFURNISHED) in lovely 
house of four. Temple Cowley, NS, 220pcm. 
house@shinyblue.idps.co.uk

ROOMS TO LET

Taken from Mary Potter’s 
Oxford Calendar, 1984 

1. The street names we have taken are 
all 13th century ones, found in “Oxford Street 
Names Explained”, a fascinating little volume by 
Paul J Marriott. Many of them have changed sev-
eral times over the years: New Inn Hall Street 
was at one time “Seven Deadly Sins Lane”, 
and St Aldates (probably “Old Gate”) was “Fish 
Street” in 1379.
2. It is possible that the “Somenor” has 
something to do with the “Summoner” (cf. 
Canterbury Tales), who would go ahead of the 
Pardoner, drumming up custom. The gullible 
sinner, in fear of eternal torment, would confess 
to sequestering his neighbour’s duck or what-
ever, and receive a pardon for a sum which as 
then split between the Summoner and the Par-
doner. 
3. Queen Matilda was the only surviving 
legitimate offspring of Henry 1st at the time 
of his death. Her cousin Stephen contested 
her right to rule on the grounds that women 

were not really cut out for that sort of thing 
and bitter fighting ensued. Stephen eventually 
gained the throne but with the proviso that 
Matilda’s son succeed him. 
4. An iron cross in the road in Broad 
Street marks the spot where Cranmer was 
martered. His Prosecutor, Bishop Bonner, also 
came to an unhappy end in the Marshalcy 
(debtors) prison.
5. Shortly after the Norman conquest a 
community of Jews settled in Oxford on the 
West side of what is now St Aldates (presum-
ably “Jury” here means “Jewry”) and made their 
living mainly by money-lending. At the beginning 
of the 13th century, the Chancellor was getting 
so many complaints of students unable to con-
tinue their studies because they had pawned 
their books that he prevailed on the King to fix 
a special maximum rate for Oxford students - 
of 43 and a third percent. When King Stephen 
came to power, he trebled the tax on Jews 
levied by Queen Matilda and burnt down their 
houses if they refused to pay. The synagogue, 
more or less next door to St. Frideswide’s, was 

established by the middle of the 12th century, 
but the only Jewish burial ground in the whole 
country was in London until 1177, when they 
were given some land in east Oxford. There 
were frequent raids by debtors to destroy 
the money-lending documents, and friction 
increased throughout the 13th century. Rela-
tions were not improved by the introduction of 
a Community of Blackfriars in the hope of con-
verting the Jews to Christianity, and in 1290, 
Edward 1st expelled all Jews from the country. 
They were allowed to take their personal pos-
sessions, but all fixed property passed to the 
crown. They were not officially readmitted until 
1656, though it is likely that some had managed 
to find a niche in the University, and “Jacob the 
Jew” opened his Angel coffee house in the High 
Street in 1650.
6. To see what remains of the city wall, 
look at the north side of New College, the east 
side of Longwall Street bordering on Magdalen, 
and part of the south wall of Merton.

Lamos the 
Child Eater
Burton Taylor Theatre until 
Saturday Feb. 1st
Billed as “dark comedy with-
out the comedy” Sam Meeking’s monologue-heavy and 
experimental tale of alleged child-murder opens on sea-
side sounds and Chantelle Staynings, as “the Woman”, 
throwing bread to imaginary front-row seagulls. With a 
seaside clown (played with nervous compulsivity by Rhys 
Morgan) she begins a pretty but rather blank exploration 
of memories of tragedy and rumours of child-murder, all 
tangled up in rhapsodies about the joys of traditional Eng-
lish beach holidays, which occasionally strikes a bizarre 
contrast with the simple staging, modern costumes and 
young and handsome cast. But in a production which 
seeks to alienate and confuse the audience, perhaps this 
is all part of the plan. As the self-absorbed and nervous 
Professor, Thomas Richards navigates his way via long 
digressions though the Woman’s stories/seduction while 
the temper of the town veers between fairy tale and tab-
loid, pulled into a world of clumsy tragedy and minute self-
examination by the idea of a child-killer; but the endless 
deconstructing of truth and expectation quickly reduces 
tragedy back to a sing-song, absurd blankness. Enter the 
child-killer himself, a vigorous and expressive Malcolm 
Cocks playing an upwardly-mobile derelict in dirty pyja-
mas, spitting, shouting and squirming with embarassed 
depravity, defi antly refusing to defi ne himself as either 
imaginary or real. From there, the slight story is embroi-
dered and elaborated by this short cast of characters 
through a series of digressionary monologues about life, 
childhood, study, love, memory and many other things. 
The glove-puppets mentioned in the publicity (wielded by 
Rhys Morgan) provide a brief highlight as their attempt to 
perform a chirpy childrens’ story is hijacked by increas-
ingly desperate existential ravings, but all too rapidly the 
action returns to the complicated back and forth of dia-
logue which in the end returns nothing but a fairly banal 
tale of rumours, imaginary monsters, and elaborate noth-
ings.

Jeremy Dennis, 28.01.03

Snake 
in the 
Grass
Oxford 
Playhouse until 
Sat. Feb. 1st

In the garden 
where they played as children, two long-
parted sisters gather after their father’s death, 
but their relationship is threatened by a secret 
the family nurse is all too willing to tell. As 
night falls on the summerhouse, the sisters 
must each confront the ghosts of their pasts - 
but is there something more out there in the 
darkness? Ayckbourn’s lively chiller is a safe 
bet for an easy evening’s entertainment and 
will no doubt prove popular. 

Battered ex-alcoholic Annabel has returned 
from Tasmania to inherit her brutal father’s 
country house, but upon reaching the house, 
jet-lagged and tetchy, she finds her father’s 
nurse, Alice, waiting in the garden, ready with 
some news. The younger sister, Miriam (left 
behind all these years to care for her father 
whilst Annabel was living the fast life), killed the 
old man! And Alice, eager to go to the police, 
has a letter in the father’s handwriting com-
plaining he is being drugged. Should Annabel 
pay the nurse off to save her sister, or pocket 
the money herself? Is there no sisterly love?

When no bargain can be struck, the snake in 
the grass (we won’t say who) is shoved down 
a well by psychotic sibling Miriam. Problem 
solved. But the centre of gravity shifts at that 
moment, possibly providing the key to the play. 
Until this point, older Annabel is in control; 
heir to the house, woman of the world, and 
arbiter of her murderous sister’s fate, she has 
sought to minimize fuss, put things in order, 
and sell the house to move to “a nice two 
bedroom in Fulham”. She is Tory woman. The 
blue-rinse audience in the Playhouse chortle at 

Barry Egan has prob-
lems fitting in. Subjected 
to humiliation for years 
by his interfering sisters, 
he is shy and awkward, 
and prone to outbursts 
of violent rage. He lives 
alone, never travels, likes 
his human contact to 
be mediated through the 
telephone, and is 
obsessed with the spe-
cial coupon offers found on 
supermarket products. Yet the unex-
pected arrival of both a used harmonium 
and Lena Leonard at his workplace early 
one morning fills Barry’s life with a new 
sense of purpose. 

With lines like ‘I’m looking at your lovely 
face and I just want to smash it’, ‘Punch-
Drunk Love’ is a romantic comedy like no 
other, quirky and full of surprises. Thanks 
to Paul Thomas Anderson’s tight script 
and direction, the film’s many strange, 
often surreal details often turn out to be 
relevant in delightfully unexpected ways. 
Although it is an intimate affair, shorter 
in length and smaller in scale than Ander-
son’s previous films (‘Boogie Nights’ and 
‘Magnolia’), it still shares with those epics 
a concern for coincidence and miracle. 

her wisecracks. When Annabel tells her tearfull 
sister she “looks a mess” and deserves prison 
for being so stupid - not stupid for killing her 
father, but stupid for not getting away with it 
- you suspect these elderly patrons have said 
to their children, “pull yourself together”, per-
haps even, “get on your bike”. But keeping a stiff 
upper lip can mean closing your eyes. The snake 
won’t negotiate her blackmail demand. Miriam 
won’t bow down, and keeps a-killing. The struc-
ture is reminiscent of Philip Roth’s ‘American 
Pastoral’, in which the perfect teenage daughter 
of perfect parents in a perfect town becomes 
a terrorist, causing the bewildered parents to 
simply disintegrate. Crestfallen Annabel, grasp-
ing for pills as her heart weakens, must confront 
life as it is. The second half of the play explores 
the secrets lying at the bottom of Annabel and 
her sister’s mental buckets- child abuse, domes-
tic violence, and their general sense of failure. 

One could complain that these last themes 
have been done to death since at least the early 
nineties. Whether Ayckbourn dressed it up as a 
ghost story, a comedy, or turned it into a punch 
and judy show, this play would still consist of 
mixed-up characters seeking release-though-
therapy, unable to become adults because of 
childhood traumas. Human nature is, in sum, 
pathetic.

Yet the play remains entertaining. The actors 
make the oddball characters curiously watch-
able. Rachel Atkins (Eastenders, Grange Hill) is 
nicely slimy as the snake, slithering about the 
attractive green set. One let-down is the few 
scary set pieces that are, at best, noticeable. 
The music, too, alerts us to when we should be 
scared in a rather unashamed manner. 

Snake in the Grass is a nice play. Take your 
granny. She’ll love it.

Ben O’Loughlin, 28.01.03

CINEMA REVIEW

SUGGESTION FOR BUSH & BLAIR...

One of those miracles 
is the central perform-
ance which Anderson has 
managed to draw from 
Adam Sandler as Barry. 
Instead of relying on 
Sandler’s loyal ‘Saturday 
Night Live’ fanbase, who 
will apparently cough up 
good money to see San-
dler in any old role, how-
ever basic and basically 

annoying (‘The Wedding Singer’, 
‘The Water Boy’, ‘Mr Deeds’, etc.), Ander-
son has written a complex, deeply flawed 
character for Sandler, and Sandler in turn 
proves up to the challenge. The role of Lena 
is somewhat overshadowed by Barry’s, and 
might have been more developed, but 
Emily Watson is, as always, a credible 
screen presence. Philip Seymour Hoffman, 
a regular in Anderson’s films, here plays 
very much against type as Dean, a black-
mailing mattress salesman whose trigger-
response anger is a match for Barry’s. 

All in all, ‘Punch-Drunk Love’ is an eccen-
tric entertainent which proves that even 
the most damaged and unwanted of instru-
ments can, if treated with the right care, 
play a new tune. Recommended.

Anton Bitel, 26.01.02


