Issue No. 7098

THE LIBRA PROJECT - Confidential support group for

alcohol and drug users on Monday evenings in Cen-
tral Oxford. Tel: 01865-723500

Oxford Bach Choir with
Orchester Gottinger Musikfreunde

Braums - GERMAN REQUIEM
Conducted by Christian Hammer

b Tuesday 3 April at 7.30pm +
atthe Sheldonian Theatre
Tickets: £5-£15from Oxford Playhouse Box
Office (Tel: 01865-798600)

Tom Poster

(BBC Young Pianist of the Year)

Beethoven, “MoonueHt” Sonara - Chopin, 2 NocTurnesop. 27
Ravel, Gasmro e LA NurT - LiSZt, “RiGOLETTO” PARAPHRASE

Wednesday 4th April 8pm
Holywell Music Room

Tickets £8 (E5 concessions) on the door or in advance from
Rewley House. 01865-270360 or 280367.

COMPUTER CORNER
FOR SALE NOW: Good condition PACKARD BELL PC

(Legend 425 SX-Elite), 4MB ram, 105MB HD (2 drives),

monitor, laser printer (IBM 4037SE Lexmark) £150 0.n.0
01865739622

SECOND-HAND APPLE Macs: www.macfaction.co.uk or

call 01865 764091

CARS FOR SALE
VOLVO 343, MOT/tax till July. Good runner. £3250n0
07968985376

VOLVO 440 GLI Excellent-Condition New MOT/TAX £850. 712119
peterbryan@barclays.net

MORRIS MINOR 1000,1960,10 month MOT.W Reg. £975.01865

FOR SALE
NEXT, M&S SUITS, JACKET(40R), trousers(31/31), £15 each Jon
511155

LEC ARISTOCRAT FRIDGE /freezer, nice wood top, £50,
bruno.luse@keb.ox.ac.uk 07733403651
MARSHALL B30 BASS Amplifier, mint condition, £150.
bruno.luse@keb.ox.ac.uk, 07733403651

WANTED

CHORAL SINGERS WANTED Central Oxford, Regular paid work
remoller@freeserve 763281

DININGTABLE & 6 CHAIRS, pref. pale wood singerm@oup.co.uk
U2 CONCERT TICKETSwanted pjninja@yahoo.com 07765256436

REVIEW: FILM

Best in Show (12)
Dir. Christopher Guest

until Thursday 5th April

Christopher Guesthasalwaysfound hismuse
parodying those in search of stardom. As guitarist Nigel
Tufnel in Spinal Tap (which he also co-wrote) it was
musicians; inWaiting for Guffman, smalltown wannabe
actors. In his latest film he has chosen as his target the
unique pedigree of empty suburbanites who choose to
carry their pets hundreds of miles to have them judged
and exhibited. Best in Showis a film about dog shows.

As with his earlier films,Bestin Show takes the
form of a mock documentary. We are introduced to
five dogs and their owners in a series of straight-to-
camera interviews. Guest allows his actors a very free
reign, forcing them to improvise around a very loose

are painfully credible. “We have so much incommon,”
says the young, big-breasted Sheri-Ann sitting next to
her octogenarian millionaire husband. “We both like
soup.” Their petisaludicrously coiffured poodle called
Rhapsody in White. Other charactersinclude a pair of
beautifully presentedyuppielawyers, Megand Hamilton
Swan, who metin Starbucks and live for materialism and
retail. “We were so lucky to be raised among catalogues,”
says Meg with a lisp through his ‘n” hers orthodontics.
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Next issue Fri 6th April
Deadline 10am, Thur 5th April

FRIDAY 30TH MARCH - THURSDAY 5TH APRIL 2001

COMING

FroMm WINTER- INTO SPRlN%\Jff. .
A concert to celebrate the arrival of Springk: i L‘ﬂ—
Oxrorp Pro MUSICASINGER%, G

THE HILDEGARD CHOIR
(semi-finalistsinthe BBC TV Choirofthe Year 2000)

THEONYX BRASSQUINTET
Conducted by Lucy Haighand Michael Smedley

Music by Hildegard of Bingen, Palestrina,
Weelkes, Malcolm Pearce, Stephen McNeff and
motets for multiple choirs and brass by Gabrieli.

University Church of St Mary the Virgin, High St, Oxford
Saturday March 31stat8pm. Ticketsfrom Oxford Playhouse oronthe door

~
Holywell Music Room

Sunday 1st April
11.15 am

FioNA CROSS (cLarineT)
NIGEL CLAYTON (riano)

CHRISTOPHER WINDASS
(vioLa)
BraHMs CLARINET SONATA IN F MINOR

MozarT Trio K498, “KEGELSTATT”
BrucH 8 rieces op. 83
\ T ickets on the door or from Playhouse Box Office 798600

EXHIBITIONS

MUSEUM OF MODERM ART
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Design Into Architecture / An exhibition of drawings se-
lected by the editor of The Burlington Magazine. Ends 12th
April / Christ Church Picture Gallery, Christ Church (en-
trance via Canterbury Gate / Oriel Square) Opening times
:Mon-Sat 10.30-1.00, 2.00-4.30. Sun 2.00-4.30 (Easter-
end Sept closes 5.30); Tel: 276172, Fax: 202429

JOBS WANTED

TYPING SERVICE - MANUSCRIPTS, ETC.,fromtape/handwrit-
ten - PremierTyping@aol.com

WORDPROCESSING/DTP UNDERTAKEN; spreadsheets/
databases set up. eliz911mm@netscape.net

TYPING SERVICE - THESES/CVS, etc-PremierTyping@aol.com

SPANISH CLASSES - EXPERIENCED NATIVE speaker.Goodrates.
mariafmendoza@yahoo.com 727551

Chris Guest enjoys an intimate
moment with his co-star

The natural rhythms of speech, however, do
fall foul of some slightly forced jokes. Guest's own
Saturday-Night-Live sense of humour can be heavy
handed, and too often each skit moves towards the
obvious gag. The funniest moments come when least
expected, in throwaway remarks, such as when the
camp Scott Donlan (John Michael Higgins) mutters
under his breath that Christy Cummings - short-haired
and not terribly feminine - looks like “a cocktail waitress

Until Thursday 5th April

The Phoenix, Walton Street

BESTINSHOW (12)
Daily 1.00 (not Sun), 3.00,4.45,9.10
Spoof documentary of America's 'Crufts'. See review.
CHOCOLAT(12) Daily 7.00
Juliette Binoche defeats the church with chocolate.
See review atwww.dailyinfo.co.uk
THEDEAD OFJERICHO (12) Sun 2.00
Morse’s first case. With talk by Colin Dexter.
OBROTHER, WHERE ART THOU? (12)
Coen Brothers' musical Odyssey.
KIDS CLUB: AN AMERICAN TAIL (U)
No unaccompanied adults!
TRUFFAUT -4 OF THE BEST
Season focusing onthework of Francois Truffaut,
oneoftheleaders of Europeancinema’s New Wave
movement.
THE 400 BLOWS (PG)
Fri & Mon: 2.30, 7.00; Sat & Sun: 7.00
Truffaut's firstfilm, an examination of childhood.
JULESETJIM (PG)
Fri-Mon 4.45(Sun5.00),9.10
Truffaut's 1961 classic.
SHOOT THE PIANIST (12)
Sunl2noon,Tue-Thur4.45,9.10
Gangsterfilm/love story pastiche.
THELASTMETRO (PG)
Tue-Thur 2.30,7.00
Parisiantheatre underthe Nazis.

512526

Sun12.45
Sat2.00

LATE SHOWS:
CLOSE ENCOUNTERS OF THE THIRD KIND -
SPECIALEDITION(PG) Fri/Sat 11.30pm

Thetruthisoutthere...

THISISSPINAL TAP (15)
Classicspoofrockumentary..

ABC Magdalen Street
Bookings 0870 3339063 / Enquiries 725305

MISS CONGENIALITY (12) Daily 6.10, 8.45
SandraBullock getsamakeover.

ABC George Street
Bookings 0870 3339064 / Enquiries 723911

ENEMY AT THE GATES (15) Daily 6.10, 8.45
Atale of two snipers.

LIMITED HOURS DUE TO EXTENSIVE
REFURBISHMENT PROGRAM

Fri/Sat 11.30pm

Ultimate Picture Palace 245288
Jeune St

CHARLIE'SANGELS(15) Fri-Mon 6.15
Athleticfemale crime-fighting.

GLADIATOR(15) Fri-Mon 8.30

Multi-Oscar-winning classical epic.
SEXYBEAST(18)
Intelligent comedy crime thriller .

UNBREAKABLE (12)
Bruce Willisis typically indestructible.

Tue-Thur 6.15

Tue-Thur 8.30

r

Young Oxford Bands’ showcase celebration.

onan oilrig”.

Guest's real skill comes in the creation of
believable caricatures. His own role, Harlan Pepper, is
anexcellent character study. “l used to be able toname
everynuttherewas,” he saysas he drives, glancing back
tolookat his bloodhound Hubert. His southern drawl
and sagging jowls (all the owners look like their dogs)
are almost hypnotic. You can’t help but pity his quiet
determination as he attempts to explain the intricacies
of fly-fishing to other dog owners. He eventually
abandons dog-showing to practice “the ancientart of
ventriloquism”.

When talking aboutBest of Showitis hard to
avoid simply listing characters and describing their
particular foibles, because this is essentially all Chris
Guest has done; there is no narrative to speak of, and
the only development we see in the characters is
through a short “six-months-later” epilogue. Often
funny and at times acerbic, Best in Showisinsubstantial
butenjoyable froth.

Harry Smith, 28/2/01

Waterfield’s

FOR SECOND HAND BOOKS IN OXFORD

OWEN
BARFIELD
CATALOGUE

Part 1 Published

Part 2 Available
after Easter

52 High Street, Oxford. Tel 721809
MON-SAT 9.45 -5.45

FREVD

30

AMERICAN VANDAL  DANCcE JAzz
Z ABADOO LATINJAZZ
TRISTAN RUSSCHER (PIANO) 2-4 PM
thenViva SaLsal From 6.30

DoROTHY SHAW Piano
THE BYTES Jazz
PeTE AND SANDRO L ATIN GUITARS
Los HomBrEs LATIN GUITARS

Fri

Sat 31
Sun 1

Mon 2
Tue 3
Wep 4
THu 5

Licensed Café” Walton Street
Music & Dancing, good food, pizzasa speciality
Open 7 days: 11am - late Tel: 311171

BANDS, DISCOS, LIGHTS

BANDS, DISCO, KARAOKE, equipment hire, from ODS.
01865-736660.

DISCOS, KARAOKES AND Equipment Hire - Dave
Seamer Entertainments, (01865) 516004

DISCO, PA, AND Lighting equipment - hire and sales.
118 Cowley Road, 722027

TO LET

EAST OXFORD SINGLE room. Friendly shared house.
£48 p.w. plus bills. 01598 753921.

CREATIVE-ENERGY HOME-SHARE .EastOxford.Co-
operative living. Sharing meals. Ecologically moti-
vated. Active responsibility and communication. N/S,
working female sought. 07980 550284

FOUR BEDROOM HOUSE to let, attractive, well-
equipped and very central. Marston Street. £1050 excl.
bills. Available 1st August. Call Ben on 01865-723771
to arrange a viewing.

SINGLE, NEAR STATION, suit professional, B&B, £90
p.w. incl bills. 726889 after 6pm.

NORTH OXFORD. SHORT let or long. Independent
male graduate to share quiet house. £55p.w. inc fuel.
Tel 01865 515379 for details.

DOUBLE ROOM IN beautiful Jericho cottage, shared
with one female. £400 pcm plus bills. Weekend view-
ing. 01865 516886

CENTRAL JERICHO STUDENT room available Now nice
housemates 65pcm studentroomletting@hotmail.com
07765045918

ROOM IN MARSTON St for student. £62/week incl bills.
Short term let. Call Oxford 723771.

GORGEOUS DOUBLE ROOM, ensuite, ideal for prof.
couple, sharing with two others. Off Abingdon Road,
£380 pcm. 07790614386.

LECKFORD ROAD, STUDENT rooms, shared house.
Available form July. 514007

ROOM IN SUMMERTOWN house, YP/PG, £285 pcm.
Phone Mike: 439176

JAMES STREET, LARGE room, close to city centre, C/
H, parking, garden, Non-smoking Professional, Avail-
able 1st April £285. 0411849348

SINGLE ROOM, EAST central: foreignstudent / profes-
sional. £50pw plus bills. 01865-396055 /
oxacc@hotmail.com
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Bodleian Library
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Part-time, temporary Visitor Guides
(Ancillary Grade POG6)
Salary scale£4.72

You are well presented, confident, with a
mature attitude, a good knowledge of
Oxford and of the University (knowledge
of the Bodleian Library would be an
advantage), and able to deal tactfully but
firmly with the general public.

Join us as a Visitor Guide in the Old
Bodleian Library Quadrangle this sum-
mer towork in shiftsbetween the hour s of
9.00 am and 6.00 pm, Monday-Friday, and
9.00am to 1.00 pm on alter nate Saturdays
startingfrom April 2001.

Trainingwill begiven. Further particulars
and applications forms may be obtained
from the Bodleian Personnel Section, The
Bodleian Library, Broad Street, Oxford,
OX13BG. Tel. (01865) 277171; fax (01865)
277193; email: per sonnel@bodley.ox.ac.uk.

CLOSING DATE FOR COMPLETED APPLICATION
FORMSIS 6APRIL 2001.
PLeasequoTeE Our Rer. BL 1034.

WE WOULD LIKE to hear from EFL teachers (pref. Dip)
who may be interested in working with us should a
suitable opportunity arise.Please send cv(with avail)
to Bell Oxford,15 King Edward Street, Oxford OX1 4HT.
Find out more about us on www.bell-centres.com

ACCOUNTS ASSISTANT REQUIRED for office in central
Oxford. Must show knowledge of entering transac-
tions onto accounting system, processing payroll and
producing financial and management accounts. May
suit accountancy student; book-keeping experience
a distinct advntage. Maternity cover, approximately
three days a week required. Start date mid-March. £7
p/h. Contact Office manager on 01865-201132.

HONEST

STATIONERY

I am looking for someone to
help me run my busy and
popular East Oxford shop.

This involves: meeting reps, attending trade
shows, placing orders, receiving deliveries,
maintaining stock levels, being confident with
customersetc.

The right person would be practical and hard
working, would have the ability to pick up on
lots of detail, and the energy to get the job
done.

Initial pay would be approx £17,000 pa, with 4
weeks holiday.

Please contact me if you need any further
information, then apply in writing.

STeEPHEN COOPER, HONEST STATIONARY,
151 CowLey Roap, OxForp. OX4 1UT.
01865242524

EVENING BAR ASSISTANT AT ST CLARE'S, OXFORD.
This is a 20 hour per week evening post, in the Café/
Bar, for a reliable person with a good sense of hu-
mour. Salary £5.36 per hour (to include weekends).
For further details please contact the Chef Manager
on 01865 559303 to arrange an informal interview.
www.stclares.ac.uk

FULL AND PART time waitering staff required at

friendly riverside restaurant. Good rates available. Tel;
01865-552746.

OXFORD ENGLISH CENTRE. Nowrecruitingqualified
TEFL teachers to join the team. Mainly for July and
August but some work available now. Oxford English

Centre, 66 Banbury Rd, Oxford. 01865 516162.

office@oxfordenglish.co.uk

EASTER ‘A’- LEVEL TUTORS REQUIRED

Additional Computing, English, History, & Physics tutors
required for ‘A’-level revision courses 8 - 12 April. Current
desirable.

experience in teaching ‘A’-level

Please contact the Course Director on
01865-793333 as soon as possible.

[OCE PN RESTAURANTS

LOCH FYNE SEAFOOD RESTAURANTS
ARE OPENING IN
WALTON STREET, OXFORD
We are recruiting now for full time and part time
positions including:

® WAITING STAFF OF ALL LEVELS ®

CHEFS ® HOSTS ® BAR STAFF @
® KITCHEN ASSISTANTS @

HOURLY RATES UP T O £5.20 PER HOUR
ACCOMMODATION AVAILABLE
If you are looking for career progression
within an expanding restaurant group or
just a great job, call Jason on:

01865 2925100r 07887 573559

LOOKING FOR A job in travel? Register now for cur-
rent and future opportunities. Send your CV to The
Oxford Travel College, 55 Newland Street, Eynsham
OX8 1LD

BUSY OXFORD LANGUAGE Schoolrequiresadminis-
trator to support the reservations team with student
enquiries and bookings. Temporary position with
permanent option. Contact Angela on Oxford 258316
or send CV to angela@oise.co.uk.

Qualified EFL Teachers Required
for ongoing part time positions.

Send CV to mandy@shane-oxford.co.uk
or Shane English School, 5 Cambridge gy -
cHS 116

Terrace, Oxford OX1 1UP

WEEKEND MOTHER'S HELP NEEDED, 3girls, 7,4,&
6 months. £140 plus travel. Tel; 01491 638962.
PASSPORT LANGUAGE SCHOOLSrequires enthusi-
astic EFL teachers for summer school in Oxford.
Teaching English to overseas teenagers and super-
vising their leisure activities and excursions in the
afternoons. Minimum requirement: CELTA/Trinity
Cert TESOL. Residential teachers and activity staff

OXFORD UNIVERSITY
STUDENTS!

Are you needing a home with
your friends for the academic
year 2001-2002?

Then come along to the ]
Land Agent and Accommodation Office

Ewert House, Ewert Place

Banbury Road, Summertown

(behind the Co-Op)
from Monday 15 January 2001
Our lists of shared houses and flats will be

available from that date.

LARGE SELECTION AVAILABLE!!
NO FEES!!

AUDITIONS

TWO STRONG ACTORS needed for production of 'White
Woman Street.' Trooper O'Hara, Irish emigrant (accent)
and outlaw; Blakely, Lincolnshire native (accent not
essential). Auditions in Oxford or London. E-mail
wwstreet@hotmail.com or call Nick 07957-577519.

CITY OF OXFORD Theatre Guild auditions, open to
all, for July 2001 production of 'The Comedy of Er-
rors' by William Shakespeare. Mon 2nd April at 7.30,
United Reform Church, Summertown. Wed 4th April
at 7.30, United Reform Church, 352 Marston Rd,
Marston. For further information call Jenny Wiles on
01865430899.

Apollo 0870 606 3500
MOSCOWCITYBALLET:

DON QUIXOTE Fri 30th-Sat 31st 7.30
MAGIC Sun 1stApril 7.30

Tribute to Freddie Mercury and Queen.

THE HOBBIT Tue 3rd-Sat 7th April 7.30pm;
Matinées: Wed & Thur 2.00; Sat 2.30

Musical, magical visitto Middle-Earth.

Playhouse 798600

BEING HUMAN Fri 30th 5.45
Lecture exploring what it is to be human. With Prof.
Colin Blakemore and Kenan Malik.
FEELGOOD Fri 30th 8pm; Sat 31st 2.30, 7.30
Daring political satire. Seereview.
ANYTHING GOES

Wed 4th-Sat 7th April 7.30; Sat mat. 3pm
Onthe ocean wave with Cole Porter and
Oxford youth theatre.

Pegasus Theatre 722851

THE TEMPEST Fri 30th-Sat 31st 7.30
Avyouthful musical version of Shakespeare.

SOUNDING OFF-THE FINAL VOLUME
Wed 4th April, 8pm

4

OPEN
9am-9pm
Daily

News Cafe, 1 Ship Street,
Oxford. Tel: 242317
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Excellent cuisine at reasonable prices

STANDARD tanpoori

INDIAN RESTAURANT & TAKEAWAY
OPEN 12.00-2.30, 6.00-11.30 7 DAYS

-- Opposite the Phoenix Cinema --
e 117 Walton St, Oxford, OX2 6AJ. tel. 553557 |
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TUITION OFFERED

INTENSIVE ENGLISH LANGUAGE COURSES]
®Expert tuition by qualified teachers.  ®Small class sizes.
®Elemenatry to advanced levels. @ Competetive prices.
®Cambridge exams and [ELTS prepararation.
®Part-time study option available.
OxForRD ACADEMY FOR ADVANCED STUD-
1es TeL: 01865 883889

GUITAR TUITION ALLstyles.07989688147.
VIOLIN: TOP-LEVEL tuition. Allages and levels. 790748

ARGENTINIAN TANGO DANCE Private lessons, 1-to-1
or 1-to-2. Tel. 790748

Learn English
at EEEEES School

From £28 per week ﬁart-time(£65 full)

Central, small classes.

ShaneEnglish School,
5CambridgeTerrace, byStAldates
Tel. 246620

ACCOMMODATION WANTED

PROF. COUPLE 27 and 31, large room in clean fun
shared house wanted for minimum 1 year ideally East
or North Oxford 07976 270 604
craig.burkinshaw@audleytravel.com

MALE STUDENT SEEKS houseshare cowley aera 4 months
marcruze@yahoo.fr

SERVICES OFFERED

245 Way Food, Oxkond
Talephone: 01 343, 200700

LANDSCAPE DESIGN. Easter Pruning of shrubs and
climbers. We have the tools to help you. Bliss Land-
scape Designers. Tel 01865 515379 for more details.

VANOLOGY REMOVAL SERVICE.Reasonablerates, lo-
cal and long distance. Reliable. Phone / fax John
01865-243609 or van@vanology.screaming.net

BIG OR SMALL WE SHIP IT ALL. 50% DISCOUNT ON
PACKAGING MATERIALS TO ALL STUDENTS WHO SHIP
WITH US, FREE PICK UP IN OXFORD. MAILBOXESETC,
Summertown. 01865 514655

IMPROVE YOUR ENGLISH writing with WordsInTime.
Tel: 01865 557502, email english-
writing@wordsintime.co.uk www.wordsintime.co.uk
ALEXANDER TECHNIQUE LESSONS. Central Oxford

and Headington, student rates. Tel; 765511,
s.c@btinternet.com and www.hatso.com

FOOD AND DRINK
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7 AL-SALAM 7
i Lebanese Restaurant .
}"_é Good Food, Good Atmosphere, Open EVERY day! :
£ | 6 Park End Street, Oxford OX1 1HH J ;55
;%; — Telephone 01865 245710 47 g
e A T e L B A e e e e T S T

CONCERTS

Friday 30th March

OXFORD PHILOMUSICA ORCHESTRA AND CHO-
RUS /Shostakovich Piano Concerto no.2, Bernstein
'West Side Story'/8pm/ Sheldonian Theatre, 798600,

Saturday 31st March

ORLANDO CONSORT / Songs about food from Medi-
eval Europe; 3-course dinner and concert./7.30pm/
Christ Church Hall

FROMWINTER INTO SPRING / Music forthe arrival of
spring/Oxford Pro Musica Singers; The Hildegard Choir
/University Church, High Street/8pm/ 798600

A MUSICAL MISCELLANY/Donations to Bayworth
Baptist Chapel./7.30pm/Abingdon Baptist Church,
Ock Street, Abingdon

STAINER’S CRUCIFICTION / Magdalen College Choir
/798600/8.00pm/ St Cross Chruch, StCross Rd
MARK HOOPER (PIANO)/Mozart,Bartok,Prokofiev &
Grieg £10/£8concs 798600/ 7.30pm/Jacqueline du
Pré Music Building, St. Hilda's College,

OXFORD GIRLS CHOIR/ Concert of 'Close Harmony"
works by Roderick Williams / £6 (£3) / 7.30pm / St.
Andrew's Church, Linton Road (off Banbury Road)
MUSIC FORHOLY WEEK ANDEASTER/ TheQueen's
College Choir, £5/£3/8.15pm/The Queen's College
THAMESVALE YOUTHORCHESTRA/ Britten, Bax &
Schumann. £7/£3concs, children free (with parents)
01235532808/7.30pm/Oxford Town Hall

Sunday 1st April
EVENSONG TOMUSICBY JOHN STAINER/ Led by

the University Church Choir/5.30pm/ St Cross Chruch,
StCrossRd

FIONA CROSS (CLARINET), NIGEL CLAYTON (PI-
ANO), CHRISTOPHER WINDASS (VIOLA)/Brahms,
Mozart/HolywellMusic Room, 11.15am/798600

Tuesday 3rd April

OXFORD BACH CHOIR /Brahms German Requiem/
Sheldonian Theatre, 7.30pm /798600

Wednesday 4th April

TOM POSTER (PIANO) / Beethoven, Chopin, Ravel,
Liszt/Holywell Music Room, 8pm /270360

! TUITION WANTED

GRADUATE TUTORS REQUIRED for A level Easter re-

vision courses. All subjects of interest but further
tutors for Economics and Computer Studies urgently
needed. Oxford Agency, 01865 311503 or email
oec@dial.pipex.com

LOST AND FOUND

FOUND: CAT, DARK brown, light stripes, Staverton Rd. Tel:
07773104562

MISSING! TABBY AND white cat in North Oxford area. Tel:311081

Playhouse until Saturday 31st

GMfoods, mobile phones, the prevalence of spin
- Feelgood leaves no criticism or totem of New Labour
unchecked in its merciless lampooning of the present
administration’s obsession with image. The plot is
simple and zeitgeisty: itis the night before the leader’s
big speech to the party conference, and a scandal is
threatening to break: genetically modified hops froma
government-sanctioned trial have found their way into
beer; the breast growth and genital shrinkage in men
thelengthandbreadth of the country suggest thatallis
notwell with the custom-built crops. Needless tosay,
the PM'sPress Secretary, Eddie, willdo anything tostop
the story breaking.

Thefirstactisanenergetic rampage through the
drafting of the PM’s speech. The script takes great
delight in demolishing the shibboleths of Blairism - the
“spontaneous” asides, the self-consciously “firm, yet
fair” approach —and the cast clearly enjoyed getting
stuck into their famous characters. Henry Goodman, as
Eddie and Jeremy Swift as Paul spar off each other well.
Amita Dhiri (Asha, the PM’s PA) rushes about with
vigour and Nigel Planer excels as George, Labour toff
and old friend of the leader. There was a tendency,
however, for performances to be rather overblown -
nuance and comic timing were replaced by caricature
and exaggeration. Henry Goodman, for example, gave
his portrayal of Alastair Campbell none of the steely
finesse that one would expect from such a powerful
man, confining himself largely to frenzied face pulling
andfistclenching.

Much of the responsibility for this must lie with
the writing. Alistair Beaton, of Not the Nine O’Clock
News and Spitting Image fame, doesn’t produce the
sleek, insider’s view that one might expect from a
former gagwriter to Gordon Brown. Nothingisadded
to our understanding of this administration, and the
characterisation - gaff prone deputy PM, slick, aggressive
Press Secretary, unprincipled leader - is fairly
unimaginative. Evenwhen the central concern of the
play - the suspicion that change itself has been defeated
by the appearance of change —is explored in Act II's
State of the Nation debate —the writing is still lacking
insharpness and originality.
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Feelgood, by Alistair Beaton

Nevertheless, GM beer and male breast-growth
isahighly amusing conceit, and the actors seem to take
great relish in their task. Furthermore, the staging is
excellent: the whole play takes place within a hotel,
except for the final scene, when we move from the
hotelsuite to the conference building, viaawell-placed
smoke bomb. The leader’s speech, performed with
greatenergy by Jonathan Cullen, isnotonly very funny,
but ties up the loose ends very succinctly. This was
undoubtedly the highlight of the play.

Perhaps Feelgood’s weaknesses stem from the
factthatBlair'sbland, sanitised governmentis relatively
impervious to satire. Satirists in the 80’s didn’t seem to
have the same problems - Kenneth Baker oozing slime
asagiant snail springs most readily to mind. But either
Blair et alare too slick and professional, or our capacity
for outrage hasbeen deadened. Nevertheless, thiswas
aninteresting play and hopefully it signals the return of
real political debate and satire to Britain’s theatres.

Sarah Montgomery, 28/3/01

MEETINGS

Friday 30th March

'PARIS-THELITERARY CITY'/With Godfrey Howard.
Part of the Oxford Literary Festival/£4.50 798600 /
5.45pm/Maison Francaise, Norham Rd

VICTORIAN WOMEN HYMN WRITERS / Valentine
Cunningham/7.30pm/ St Cross Chruch, St Cross Rd
BEING HUMAN/ Speakers from different backgrounds
discuss what we are./£7/£5.50discounts / 5.45pm /
Oxford Playhouse, Beaumont Street; Tel: 798600
LUNCHTIME GALLERY TALK - CAMILLE PISSARO/
Meetatfriends'desk.£1.50./278015/1.15-2.00pm/
Ashmolean Museum, Beaumont Street.

Saturday 31st March
5THOXFORD LITERARY FESTIVAL / Details 514149.
Tickets 798600/ Oxford Union, Frewin Court
CHILDREN'S STORYTIME/ 'Maisy'/ 11am/Borders
bookshop, 9, Magdalen St, Oxford OX1 3AD; Tel: 203901
AMNESTY INTERNATIONAL 24 HOUR CAR SIT/In
support of Aung San Suu Kyi and the Human Rights
movementin Burma/Allday, midnight-midnight. Vigil
atnoon./Broad Street
TREASURES OF THE ASHMOLEAN MUSEUM /
Guided tour of selected objects. Meetatfriends' desk.
£1.50./ 278015 /11am-12noon/Ashmolean Museum,
BeaumontStreet.

OXFORD AND THE PRE-RAPHAELITES. /lllustrated
talkon Victorian Stained Glass by Jon Whiteley/2.30pm
/ St. Catherine's College; Tel: 271700

Sunday 1st April

5THOXFORD LITERARY FESTIVAL /Details 514149.
Tickets 798600/ Oxford Union, Frewin Court

Monday 2nd April

THE LIBRA PROJECT/ Confidential supportgroup for
alcoholanddrugusersonMonday eveningsin Central
Oxford.Tel:01865-723500/tha

THE DEVELOPMENT OF SOUTHOXFORD 1840-1914
[ lllustrated talk by Malcolm Graham / 8pm / St. Mat-
thew's Parish Centre, Marlborough Rd

Tuesday 3rd April

LUNCHTIME GALLERY TALK - THE IMPRESSION-
ISTS AND BEFORE / Meet at friends' desk. £1.50./
278015/1.15-2.00pm/AshmoleanMuseum, Beaumont
Street.

Wednesday 4th April

'THE LOOK - ADVENTURES IN ROCK AND POP
FASHION' /With Paul Gorman and live models./6.30pm
/Borders bookshop, 9, Magdalen St/203901

Thursday 5th April

DAVID EYRE/ Promoting his book, 'Big Flavours and
RoughEdges'withalive cookerydemonstration/7.00pm
/Borders bookshop, 9, Magdalen St,/203901

WILBUR SMITH/ Promoting his latest book, "Warlock'
/4.30pm/Borders bookshop, 9, Magdalen St,/ 203901

GIGS + NIGHTLIFE

Friday 30th March

BOOGIE BASEMENT/Soul,funk,jazz & psychedelia./
10.30pm/The Zodiac, 190 Cowley Road; Tel: 420042
LIVEJAZZ/7-9pm/Borders bookshop, 9, Magdalen
St, Oxford OX1 3AD; Tel: 203901

THE BACKROOM BOOGIE/ Soul,funk,disco.£5./10-
2am/Backroom @ The Bully, 162 Cowley Road;
OXFORD FOLK CLUB/Regal Slip (Four-part Harmo-
nies) £3.50/8.30/PortMahon, St. Clement's

PETE OXLEY & INTERNATIONAL GUEST/LiveJazz.
Free./7-9pm/Borders bookshop, 9, Magdalen St
FUTUR /House. £4 before 10.30/£6 after/9.30pm/The
Zodiac, 190 Cowley Road; Tel: 420042

COUSTEAU /Downstairs £5/7.30pm/The Zodiac, 190
Cowley Road; Tel: 420042
SCAPEGOAT/Indierock/Cricketers Arms, 43, Iffley
Rd; Tel: 726264

AMERICAN VANDAL / Dance Jazz / 11pm-2am /
Freud's, Walton Street; Tel: 311171, Fax: 311171

Saturday 31st March

THE JAM SESSION/Admissionfree/8.30pm/Crick-
eters Arms, 43, Iffley Rd; Tel: 726264
JOELETAXIZYDECOBAND/510066/8pmdance
workshop, 9pm band. / Lake Street Community Centre
IN2 THEBLUE CLUB NIGHT/WithDJs Lunar,Trends
&Posee £5/9-2am/Backroom @ The Bully, 162 Cowley
Road; Tel: 244516,

THE BIGGER THE GOD / 10th anniversary.£5adv/
£6door/8.30pm/The Zodiac, 190 Cowley Road; Tel:
420042

MORE THANTHE CRUCIFICTION-JOHN STAINER,
MAN AND MUSICIAN. /Lecture with music by Jeremy
Dibble/5.00pm/ St Cross Chruch, St Cross Rd

KING B/ Blues. Admission free / 7pm/Borders book-
shop, 9, Magdalen St, Oxford OX1 3AD; Tel: 203901
TRANSFORMATION & THE BLENDER / Indie
upstairs,Mark Gardener & guests downstairs. £5 /
10.30pm/The Zodiac, 190 Cowley Road; Tel: 420042
ZABADOO/LatinJazz/11pm-2am/Freud's, Walton
Street; Tel: 311171, Fax: 311171

Sunday 1st April
TRISTANRUSSCHER/Piano/2-4pm, then Viva Salsa!
from 6,30/ Freud's, Walton Street; Tel: 311171
MAGIC / Atribute to Freddie Mercury & Queen /7.30pm
/Apollo Theatre, George Street; Tel: 08706063500
ACOUSTIC BLUES JAM SESSION/Admissionfree/
8.30pm/Cricketers Arms, 43, Iffley Rd; Tel: 726264

Monday 2nd April
LUIS D'AGOSTINO / Jazz trio / 8.30pm / Cricketers
Arms, 43, Iffley Rd; Tel: 726264
CLARENCE TEXWALKER & THEWALKER STREET
BAND /Monday blues night,free entry./8pmonwards
/Fuggle & Firkin, 14 Gloucester Street; Tel: 726255
CONTEMPO, AUGUST, SPACEHOPPER./£4/£3/ 8-
midnight/Backroom @ The Bully, 162 Cowley Road;
Tuesday 3rd April

JAZZ CLUB WITH DENNY ILETT JNR QUARTET /
Free entry/9-mid/Backroom @ The Bully, 162 Cowley
Road;Tel: 244516,

SOUNDING OFF - THE FINAL VOLUME/ Young Ox-
ford Musical Talent. £1 / 8pm / Pegasus Theatre,
Magdalen Road; Tel: 722851, Fax: 204976

Wednesday 4th April
DELICIOUS MUSIC/Openmic & flashband bookings
/£2/8.30pm/Rendevouz Pub, St. Ebbes

THE CATWEAZLE CLUB/Performance Showcase for
musicians/£2.50/8.30pm/Northgate Hall, St Michael's

Thursday 5th April

CHRIS GARRICK GROUP /Contemporary jazz quartet
. £6/£3 concs. / Doors 8.15pm, Music 9pm. / The
Spin@The Wheatsheaf, Wheatsheaf Alley, 129 High
Street; Tel: 243276

THE SERVANT,VIGILANCE BLACK
SPECIAL,PLASTICENE,NEMO. /£5/£4/8pm-2am/
Backroom @ The Bully, 162 Cowley Road; Tel: 24451
ACOUSTIC SESSION/Admissionfree./8.30pm/ Crick-
eters Arms, 43, Iffley Rd; Tel: 726264




