
BIKES FOR SALE
FROM HOLLYWOOD: A PAIR OF BICYCLES! Falcon 
Claud Butler, 18”, Cotswold, ladies’. Previous owner 
the partner of George Clooney! Crossway 250 Mon-
goose, men’s. Both excellent condition. Complete 
with instructions, air pump, carrier trays, helmet, 
lock. Both together: only £160! Peter/Patricia: 01865 
202757 / 07944 188406
TOMASINO FRAME, Annivery cycle, 21”, £120. Oxford 
558602

DIAMONDBACK ALU MTB. 27lb 20”. Exemplary servicing. 
£190, christopher.guelff@magd.ox.ac.uk
LADIES BIKE,TWO BASKETS,FRONT light,lock,£70: 
fabusalem2@hotmail.com
1960’S ICON- RSW16. Old, good tyres. £5. 01865558233, 
keithbourne_uk@yahoo.com
GENT’S RALEIGH PIONEER 21” vgc £75 inc lights/basket 
walshworks@aol.com
LADIES BIKE (NEEDS repair-backwheel) 5 pounds- 07717 
038983
GIRLS 16” FRAME bike. Excellent condition £30 
fatboy21@webtribe.net
BICYCLE PUMPS X 2 - £2.50 each miette01@hotmail.com 
07718596067
LADIES MOUNTAIN BIKE,£45,LIGHTS,LOCK,GOOD condition 
01865 764692

m 
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LMH GRADUATE, RSA TRAINED IN TEFL, offers 
copy editing service to visiting academics and 
post graduate students from overseas. Sympathetic 
toward students in genuine financial difficulties. 
Anastasia Heath: Tel. 01865 511823 / email: 
anastasiaheath@hotmail.com
GARDEN MAINTENANCE, NO job too small. Chantelle 
Pike 07900 262992

VANOLOGY REMOVAL SERVICE. Reasonable rates. 
Local and long distance. Reliable. 01865-243609. 
vanology@go.com 
BIG OR SMALL WE SHIP IT ALL: also 24-hour photo-
copying, private mailing addresses (24-hour access 
and forwarding worldwide), binding, fax bureau and 
much more. Mail Boxes Etc. Summertown 01865 
514655, Headington 01865 741729 

 SERVICES OFFERED

26 MORE on 
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SATURDAY 1st NOVEMBER
10.00am-2.30pm

WESLEY MEMORIAL CHURCH 
HALL, NEW INN HALL ST.

Icons, cards, gifts, books
Russian & Greek foods
Hot borshch, piroshki

Music, plants, bric-a-brac, toys
Russian Orthodox Parish of the Annunciation. 

Registered Charity no. 273241

Displayed at over 500 points from the station to Headington and Folly Bridge to Summertown - all colleges, departments and language schools.
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Thursday 30th October 2003     (3rd week) 

Oxford’s WHAT’S ON  *  JOBS  * ACCOMMODATION 

COMING

EXHIBITIONS

Christ Church Picture Gallery  

Entrance via Canterbury Gate / Oriel Square.
Open: Mon-Sat 10.30-1.00, 2.00-4.30. Sun 2.00-4.30  Tel. 276172

 Heroic Nakedness
Selection of male nude studies from the gallery’s

 permanent collection. (until 10th November) 

FRIDAY 31 OCTOBER, 8PM, SHELDONIAN THEATRE. 
ELGAR: DREAM OF GERONTIUS. Oxford Philomusica 
Orchestra, Schola Cantorum, Aylesbury Choral Soci-
ety. Conductor: James Burton. Tickets: 01865 305305
THE OXFORD ENGLISH Dictionary Forum, Tuesday 4 
November. Bad language crosses the border: accent 
change in Glaswegian. Speaker: Jane Stuart Smith, 
Glascow University. 5p.m. at Rewley House, Welling-
ton Square.
HEALING TREATMENTS with internationally respected 
Master Yap Soon-Yeong from Malaysia. Appoint-
ments available 27th -31st October. Enquiries to 
Dan Gumbel at St Hugh’s, 07769 900159, or email 
dan_cfq@yahoo.co.uk

Thu 30th
ROMANES LECTURE 2003 / Sir Paul Nurse ‘The 
Great Ideas of Biology’ / Oxford University / 5.45pm, 
free, all welcome / information.offi cer@admin.ox.ac.uk 
/ www.admin.ox.ac.uk/nb/events.shtml / Sheldonian 
Theatre. Broad Street; Tel: 305305 
MEDITATION INSIGHTS / Simple guidelines to access 
inner peace & strength. Open to all. Free. / Global 
Retreat Centre / Phone to check which Thursdays 
/ Email: info@globalretreatcentre.org / Web: http:/
/www.globalretreatcentre.org.uk / GRC, Nuneham 
Park, Nuneham Courtenay, Oxon, OX44 9PG, 01865 
343551.
BRITISH ARMY GRADUATE SEMINAR / Lloyd Lec-
ture Theatre, Lloyd Building, Gypsey Lane, Oxford 
Brookes Uni /  6.30 PM / www.army.mod.uk / Oxford 
Brookes, Headington Hill Campus
EARLY MODERN FRENCH SEMINAR / Autour de 
Descartes à Paris: de l’histoire intellectuelle à l’histoire 
culturelle d’une capitale philosophique. Avec Stéphane 
Van Damme, CNRS-MFO. All welcome / 5.15pm / 
Maison Francaise. Norham Rd, Tel: 274220; Fax: 
274225; maison@herald.ox.ac.uk; www.mfo.ac.uk
TRUST IN RELATIONSHIPS / What is the way of 
maintaining love &trust without feeling vulnerable? 
/ J.McConnel-Former Prison Govn. / Free. See 
webiste for details. / info@globalretreatcentre.org 
/ www.globalretreatcentre.org.uk / Global Retreat 
Centre, Nuneham Park,Nuneham Courtenay, Oxon. 
01865 343 551
PETER RUSSELL LECTURE / The psychological roots 
of the environmental crisis / Environmental Change 
Inst. / 5.15 pm.Mansfi eld Rd / www.eci.ox.ac.uk/
oxfordenvironment/frontpage.html / School of Geogra-
phy and the Environment, 5 Mansfi eld Rd
MOVEMENT CLASS / Unique experience of mind acti-
vation through motion and music / tel - 07929667449 
/ 8pm, Every 2 weeks , £2 / iskanadr@ntlworld.com / 
West Oxford Community Centre. Botley Road
STAGELIGHTS-GROVETHEATRE GROUP / Meet 
every Thursday, Old Mill Hall / New members always 
welcome / 8pm-10pm / www.stagelightsgroup.org / Old 
Mill Hall, Grove
EMOTIONAL HEALTH ANONYMOUS / A Twelve-Step 
Group for personal growth and emotional support / 
John Ox 243553, Mary Ox 863340 / Thursdays 8PM, 
self supporting / eha-ox@mailcity.com / St Margaret’s 
Institute. Polstead Road
THIS HOUSE WOULD DISESTABLISH THE CHURCH 
OF ENGLAND / With Rev Colin Buchanan, Bishop 
Bernard Longley, Peter Hitchens / 8.30 / Oxford Union. 
Frewin Court; Tel: 01865 241353

MEETINGS/LECTURES

Thu 30th
ISIS ENSEMBLE / New music from Oxford University 
musicians. Book tickets on 813800 / 5.45pm / Web: 
http://www.ocmevents.org / Modern Art Oxford. 30 
Pembroke Street. Opening times: Tues - Sat 10-5pm, 
Sun 12-5pm, closed Mon; Tel: 722733; Tel: 722733; 
Fax: 722573; www.modernartoxford.org.uk
KICKIN’ LIVE JAZZ @ THE SPIN / DEREK NASH 
- 2002 Jazz Oscar winning saxophonist / £6 £4 - 
open 8.15pm, band 9pm / The Spin@The Wheatsheaf. 
Wheatsheaf Alley, 129 High Street; Tel: 243276; Web: 
http://www.the-spin.net
LIVE ACOUSTIC NIGHT / Solo or duo acts send your 
demo to Martin or Hog NOW! / Phoenix PIcture House, 
57 Walton Street - (Ox) 512526 
RED HOT BLUEGRASS LICKS! / Bluegrass and 
Appalachian Old Time music session, singers and 
players / Oxford Bluegrass/Old Time / Free - 8.30 p.m. 
/ Email: taube.marks@lang.ox.ac.uk / Fox and Hounds 
Pub, Abingdon Road and Weirs Lane, Oxford
SPARKY’S FLYING CIRCUS / Poetry & music per-
formers welcome. / 9pm on / Joe Ryan’s Half Moon 
pub, St Clements
LIVE SALSA BAND - SALSONEROS / Live South 
American and Carribean Band, DJ till late / The Bul-
lingdon, Cowley Road / Every Thursday, 9 til late, £3 / 
salsoneros_uk@hotmail.com / Backroom @ The Bully. 
162 Cowley Road; Tel: 244516; Fax: 202457

GIGS

Phoenix Picture House: 512526
INTERSTELLA 5555 (PG)                          Thu: 9.45 
70s style animation with Daft Punk music
MYSTIC RIVER (18)               Thu: 3.15, 6.00, 8.45, 11.30 
Clint Eastwood directs.
SPELLBOUND (U)      Thu: 1.00, 3.10, 7.30 
Documentary about US Spelling bees
BELLEVILLE RENDEZVOUS(12A)          Thu: 1.15, 5.30
Splendid French Animation. See review at dailyinfo.co.uk
IGBY GOES DOWN(15) Thu: 11.15pm
Precocious New Yorker, erm.... does stuff.

Ultimate Picture Palace: 245288
BUFFALO SOLDIERS  Thu: 7.00, 9.30
Joaquin Phoenix in very black comedy of US army. 
Review at www.dailyinfo.co.uk

Odeon George Street: 0870 5050007
FINDING NEMO (U) Daily: 12.50, 3.25, 6.00, 8.35
Rescuing nice fi sh
CALENDAR GIRLS (12A)    Daily: 12.00, 2.30, 5.15
Yorkshire Women’s Institute bare all for a good cause.
THE LEAGUE OF EXTRAORDINARY GENTLEMEN (12A) 

Daily: 12.25, 3.10, 5.55, 8.40
Alan Moore’s excellent graphic novel is brought to the screen.
KILL BILL (18)     Daily: 12.40, 3.15, 6.05, 8.30, 8.45
Tarantino’s return
INTOLERABLE CRUELTY (12A) Daily: 12.15, 2.40, 5.30, 8.05
Coen Brothers produce fun rather than depth.
SECONDHAND LIONS (12A) Daily: 12.10, 2.35, 5.05, 7.55
Timid youth dumped on eccentric uncles.

Odeon Magdalen Street: 0870 5050007
FINDING NEMO (U) Daily: 12.00, 2.30, 5.00, 7.35
Rescuing nice fi sh
BAD BOYS 2 (15) Daily: 1.30, 4.30, 8.10
Martin Lawrence & Will Smith tackle Miami drugs war

CINEMA
 Until Thurs 30th October

New Theatre, Oxford 
(formerly The Oxford Apollo) 

0870 6063500
OH WHAT A NIGHT                    Thu: 7.30pm 

Fri & Sat: 6pm & 9pm 
With Kid Creole. £10-£22.50

Old Fire Station Theatre 297170
THE COUNTRY           Tue 28 - Sat 1: 7.30pm, plus 

Sat 2.30
Imogen Productions present a tale of lies, drugs & 
sex in a green & pleasant land. £8.50/£6.50. Review 
above right

Oxford Playhouse 305305 
HUMBLE BOY                                 Mon 27 - Sat 1   

Mon - Wed: 7.30 Thu & Sat: 2.30, 7.30 Fri: 8.00 
A former bunny girl and her astrophysicist son 
£13-£24.50. Review at www.dailyinfo.co.uk

Burton Taylor Theatre 305305
CLOSER BY PATRICK MARBER     Tue 28 - Sat 1: 

7.30pm 
“A visceral, raw and hilarious tale of lust, despair and 
Internet sex”. Review above right

THEATRE
 Until  Thurs 30th October

www.dailyinfo.co.uk

Find out how to get 
£10 off your next meal 

out in Oxford on 
www.dailyinfo.co.uk!

 INDIAN RESTAURANT & TAKEAWAY
(FULLY LICENSED)

Excellent cuisine at reasonable prices

THE STANDARD TANDOORI

-- Opposite the Phoenix Cinema --

For bookings, tel. 553557
117 Walton St, Oxford, OX2 6AJ. 

Open 7 days - 12 - 2.30pm, 6 - 11.30pm

FOOD

Lebanese Restaurant
AL-SALAM

Good Food, Good Atmosphere, Open EVERY day

Come & experience our Lebanese bubbly bar!

 Book your Christmas Party now!
We cater for office parties & large groups. 

Special deals for early bookings.

6 Park End Street, Oxford  OX1 1HH
Call us for info: 01865 245710

CAREER OPPORTUNITIES

BANDS, DISCOS, LIGHTS
DISCO PA & LIGHTING EQUIPMENT: hire 
and sales. 118 Cowley Rd. 01865 722027. 

DISCOS, KARAOKES AND EQUIPMENT 
HIRE: Dave Seamer Entertainments,   
(01865) 240054

BANDS, DISCO, KARAOKE, equipment 
hire, from ODS. 01865 736660

HOUSES/FLATS/
NARROWBOATS TO LET

CRANMER ROAD, 4/5 BED furnished house suitable 
for sharers. Includes 2 reception rooms, kitchen 
with all mod cons, bathroom with shower, large 
garden, gas central heating and parking for 3 vehi-
cles. £1100/1200pcm, available now. 01865 722277 
info@collegeandcounty.biz
1 BED FLAT, Cowley. Central heating, Parking 
& Garden. Modern decor. Includes F/freezer, 
w/machine. £620pcm. denmoran@hotmail.com 
07765975316
END TERRACE HOUSE IN QUIET CLOSE IN ROSE HILL. 
3 spacious bedrooms.Newly decorated with small 
garden. Furnished or unfurnished 6 month let. £750 
pcm. 07714245808.
LOVELY NARROWBOAT, OXFORD. From Nov 9. John: 
07792 910480 / http://www.amandacastleman.com/
boatrental.html
NEWTON ROAD, GRANDPONT. Remodelled Victorian 
house, suit professional couple. Large study; broad-
band. Luxury kitchen, bathroom. No smokers/pets. 
Sunny rear aspect. £875pcm. 01865 721297 / 
wendy@oxwise.ox.ac.uk
TO LET FROM 1/11/03: single studio flat, Walton 
Crescent. £500 inclusive of bills. 07811 920025
KIDLINGTON, 2 BED UNFURNISHED HOUSE. Lovely 
modern interior, house includes double bedrooms, 
living room, kitchen with dining area, bathroom 
and rear garden. £720 November 
mark@collegeandcounty.biz 01865 722277
JAMES STREET. One bedroom flat. Own entrance, sep-
arate utilities, shared garden. Available 1st Novem-
ber. £550. 07711 849348
WE HAVE A SELECTION OF FOUR AND FIVE BED 
houses in the East Oxford area £1,000 - £1,300. 
mark@collegeandcounty.biz 01865 722277

ROOMS TO LET
LARGE DOUBLE AND SINGLE ROOM, Headington. 
NON-SMOKING prof/postgrad. 01865 741481 / 07711 
251678
LARGE SUNNY QUIET ROOM, Jericho. Quiet mature 
graduate male. £350. Ox 558602
LOVELY DOUBLE ROOM, VICTORIAN HOUSE, Bicester. 
Near shops, bus, train, M40. £295/month + bills. 
To share with one other, prefer quiet easygoing 
30-something professional. lphelps@oxfam.org.uk / 
01869 242492
YARNTON LARGE DOUBLE ROOM in new executive 
family house. allmodcons, freezer, cleaner, parking 
(discount for weekdays only) £350pcm exclusive 
01865373867 evenings
QUIET FURNISHED ROOM with view of woods in 
family house, own bathroom with shower, parking. 
£85 a week inc. Female wanted, postgrad or profes-
sional, n/s. 15 mins. city centre. Available Nov. 1st. 
Phone now - Carol 01865 739622
ONE STUDY/BEDROOM LEFT to share in centrally 
heated house with 4 other students. £100 per week 
including gas, electric and water bills. Cleaner once 
a week. Glanville Road, Cowley. Contact Siobhan on 
mobile 07760 315613 or s1obhan2001@hotmail.com
LARGE ROOM, £350pcm incl. Share pleasant flat in 
Headington with male professional. 07985 473275
TWO GREAT ROOMS in Headington suit student or 
professional contact Mr Mannion on 07813644617
VERY LARGE DOUBLE ROOM in Cowley. £365 pcm. 
Contact i-belive@caramail.com or 07766065326
ROOMS TO LET NOW. Please leave message and 
phone number on 01865 794009
OFF BOTLEY ROAD. Single room. Central Heating. 
Available 1st Nov. Parking. Garden. £195. 07711 
849348
CENTRAL ROOMS FOR STUDENTS in student houses. 
Fall term (until December 30) or longer if required. 
Telephone, TV, video, computer, utilities included. 
£380pcm. Call 01865 201132 or email 
wisc@europe.com

ADMINISTRATIVE ASSISTANT, PART TIME, Harwell 
area, visit www.scholinfo.com/about/jobs.htm
USERS OF ONLINE banking required for a web exper-
iment. About 1 1/2hrs, £ 10 perhour. Fill out the 
form at www.bunnyfoot.com/webtest or contact us 
at webtest@bunnyfoot.com

Audley Travel  have 3 vacancies, for :

A Central America Specialist, 
A South Africa Specialist, and 
A Southern & Eastern Africa Safari Specialist. 

Planning tailor made itineraries for discerning 
up-market clients. 
OTE £25K per annum, offi ce near Bicester. 
Contact Nick 01869 276201.

EVER BEEN TOLD YOU TALK TOO MUCH?
We pay good money for your skills! 

We are currently looking for enthusiastic, target driven 
people to work on varied telemarketing/sales projects.

All European Languages required,
Dutch Speakers urgently.

We offer £7.15-£8.20 p/h incl. holiday entitlement) 
(temp or temp-perm)
Full training provided

Hours to suit (between hours of 8am-5.30pm)
E-mail your CV to recruitment@advanced-alchemy.com

or contact  Kewal on 01869 363700
For more information : www.advanced-alchemy.com

JOBS OFFERED

2 DAVID BOWIE CONCERT TICKETS for sale: £60 each. 
NEC, 20th November, 7.30pm. Call 07775 760368

BOWIE TICKETS

Why YOU should advertise 
lets through Daily Info!

1. It’s simple & direct from      
    your computer.
2. The ad appears instantly.
3. It costs peanuts compared 
    to the rent you’ll get back!
4. There’s a large audience -
    apart from this sheet, currently 
    500 a day look at Houses & Flats
    & 700 at Rooms To Let on the web.
5. Our readers - particularly 
    postgraduates & young  
    professionals - make good tenants.

www.dailyinfo.co.uk

Jill Crossland
Piano Recital 

Jacqueline du Pre Music Building 
Saturday November 1st, 7.30pm 

. Bach . Mozart . Beethoven .
Tickets from Tickets Oxford: 305305 or at door 
‘a new gem’ - Independent on Sunday on her new 

recording with Warner Classics

SOFA-BED, METAL ACTION, very good condition. £40 
512540
CREAM LEATHER 2-SEATER SOFA, armchair and foot-
stool. £120 ono. Buyer collects. Call 07855 273690.

INDIAN DARKWOOD DININGTABLE. 90x180cm.100pounds. 
nickhodge@yahoo.com
LARGE MAHOGANY DISPLAY unit with lights, offers welcome 
kerri.spencer@oup.com
MFI DESK, £8. 01865 760778
CANE ARMCHAIR £20 oxford tel 07919678731
JAYBE DOUBLE MATTRESS vgc £15ono buyer to collect 
nikkidee2@yahoo.co.uk
DOUBLE BED AND mattress for sale. VGC. 8-months old 
gsjh@psy.ox.ac.uk 
3 NEW TOWELS-£5. 01865558233, 
keithbourne_uk@yahoo.com
WARM SHEETS FOR single bed-new. £5. 01865558233. 
keithbourne_uk@yahoo.com

FURNITURE 
& BEDDING

39 MORE on 
www.dailyinfo.co.uk

GOLF 1.8 5DR 1985, MOT March 2004, £300. 
gillian.coates@economics.ox.ac.uk

VARIOUS MOTORCYCLE LEATHERS and Helmets for sale, call 
07900496556
RENAULT MEGANE RT Sport, 1999, MOT/TAX. £4000. 
darren_priestnall@sw2000.com 07887637413
L REG RENAULT 19 4mntMOT £350 
paul.fisher93@ntlworld.com
PARKING SPACE NEAR trainstation. weekdays/daytime ONLY 
£40pcm parkingoxford@hotmail.com
BLACK BMW L reg, 1.6i 07753613855
TURBODIESEL VECTRA SREG, exc. Condition, MOT, FSH, £3995 
07966343095 alex@sonic-storm.com
FORD ESCORT: SCRAP/REPAIR has new tyres etc £200 
job@oxfordbusiness.co.uk
SYM 50CC. CITY HOPPER. SCOOTER. 8MTS TAX. £500. 
01865375419; 07812638716
 

CARS & MOTORBIKES

18 MORE on 
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VARIOUS MOTORCYCLE LEATHERS and Helmets for sale, call 
07900496556
HORSE RIDING HAT. size 7. £30 ono. 
darren_priestnall@sw2000.com 07887637413
7PCE DRUM KIT. Premier, black with accessories. £650 
gail.miranda@ntlworld.com
JAYBE DOUBLE MATTRESS vgc £15ono buyer to collect 
nikkidee2@yahoo.co.uk
KARRIMOR RUCKSACK 50-70LITRE as new. £70. 01865241329
1 DUNLOP TENNIS Raquet - Not very used - £40 - 
jc.debarros@eng.ox.ac.uk
AIR GUITAR EXCELLENT condition £500 Ox354678
EXERCISE BIKE FREE TO COLLECT 01993 811844
3 QUALITY TRUMPET mutes £30 edalton21@aol.com
SILVER-PLATED YAMAHAT100S TRUMPET Excellent 
condition£200ono edalton21@aol.com

OTHER SALES

81 MORE on 
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www.dailyinfo.co.uk

FEMALE MOGGIE KITTEN tabby/grey for spoilt loving home 
nikkidee2@yahoo.co.uk
WANTED DVD+RW RECORDER - jc.debarros@eng.ox.ac.uk
WANTED PRINTER WITH cartidge within 
£15mashiat@hotmail.com
WANTED: MEGADRIVE GAME. “Star Control”. 
dr_krippen@hotmail.com
WANTED OFFICE SPACE in Oxford, broadband essential 
nikki@goldfishblu.com
WANTED : TWO Demijohns for home brew bonanza : 
zenelvis@hotmail.com
CHAIN SAW - wanted £100 max trevor.godfrey@eng.ox.ac.uk
PARKING SPACE WANTED near OUP 7-4 daily 
sjs@mill.clara.co.uk
A VACUUM CLEANER range £5 Mashiat@hotmail.com
WANTED CD AND Cassette Stereo system range £20 
Mashiat@hotmail.com

WANTED

39 MORE on 
www.dailyinfo.co.uk

SPECIAL OFFER
ENGLISH LESSONS ONLY £5 PER WEEK
!

Learn English with trainee teachers.  
Mon-Fri, 3.30 - 5pm. Free grammar book.
Come to enrol on any weekday at 2pm.

Regent Oxford, 90 Banbury Road, Oxford.  OX2 6JT

!

TUITION

43 MORE on 
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THEATRE REVIEW

Current discussion threads 
on GET HELP FOR 

ANYTHING 
on www.dailyinfo.co.uk 

include:
. Roadworks . Palestinians v. Sha-

ronic, Likudnic Israel: The Jews of 
the Jews? . Megabus to London: 
advance booking & controversy 
. Obtaining strange screwdrivers 
. Gay bishops . Communication 

Skills: Speech therapy .

PCFIXIT. No fix, no pay. Free 
consultation. Ring 01865243609. 
pcfixit@go.com

RENT AN IMAC with printer from £45.00/month, 
iBook from £65.00/month. www.macfaction.co.uk / 
01865 764091.

OXFORD MACINTOSH SOLUTIONS Ltd for all your 
Apple Macintosh Sales Services and Support. 0871 
7170000 www.omsuk.com

COMPUTERS 
FOR SALE/ HELP

72 MORE on 
www.dailyinfo.co.uk

14” TV COLOUR.VERY good. 45pound. 
02057277@brookes.ac.uk
WHITE CANDY FRIDGE 2 years old vgc £40 
kerri.spencer@oup.com
BRAND NEW PORTABLE Panasonic DVD £600. 07900176265
JUG KETTLE NEW, but 1980’s design, £5. 01865558233. 
keithbourne_uk@yahoo.com
IRONINGBOARD-£5. YOU COLLECT. 01865 558233. 
keithbourne_uk@yahoo.com
WANTED: WASHING MACHINE. Good working order. 
chickpeasalad3@hotmail.com or 07970721407.
ALBA CD/RADIO/CASSETTE £10 07790796512
BT TELEPHONE 5 pounds - gillesrico@hotmail.com
IRON- 5 POUNDS - gillesrico@hotmail.com
14” COLOUR-TV WITH antenna 35 pounds-07717038983 or 
gillesrico@hotmail.com

KITCHEN & ELECTRICAL

70 MORE on 
www.dailyinfo.co.uk

16 MORE on 
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CLOSER by Patrick Marber
Burton Taylor Theatre until Sat 1st
This is a play for anyone who has ever been 
in love and messed it up. It’s a dark and witty 
exploration of desire, despair and the strange, 
tortuous dance of human relationships. There is 
something sickeningly familiar in the characters’ 
semi-comic, semi-tragic quests for intimacy 
that, inevitably, end in violence, destruction and 
greater loneliness. Yet, despite the bleakness 
of Marber’s vision, this is a sensitive, compel-
ling and, often, very, very funny production that 
manages to capture both the shocking ugliness 
of raw emotion and the formal elegance of an 
exquisitely structured and balanced play.

Perhaps a warning is in order: this play may not 
be for everyone, for, although absolutely rivet-
ing, it is does not make for easy viewing. Closer 
touches on the darkest aspects of love, desire, 
sex, jealousy and guilt and does not flinch from 
them, saved only from absolute desolation by 
the quick-fire repartee of its characters. The 
famous (or, perhaps, notorious) cybersex scene, 
between the credulous Larry (Andrew Mor-
timer) and the cruelly playful Dan (Anthony 
Wilks), is simply hilarious. There are innumer-
able reasons to see this play - but that scene 
must be close to the top of the list. 

Despite a hypnotic plot and a fast pace, The 
Country wasn’t outstanding. But as an enter-
taining mystery about infidelity, passion and lies, 
it wasn’t all bad either.

The Country, by Martin Crimp, is acted out by 
three characters; the neurotic Corinne (Aoife 
Stone), her squeaky-clean doctor husband, Rich-
ard (James Profumo) and a beautiful young 
woman called Rebecca (Lily Sykes), whom he 
finds unconscious by the side of the road as he 
returns from a house call. Or so we are led to 
believe as the play opens.

For this is a play of twisted meanings and decep-
tion; the characters meld seamlessly through 
many different states, forcing you to side first 
with one, then another as more of the sordid 
details come to light.

The play motors along, driven by an effective, if 
fairly clichéd, plot, the mundanity of which is 
saved mainly by the deft characterisation by the 

PA Consulting Group is holding a company

presentation on Thursday 30 October 2003, 6pm,

Ashmolean Museum, Headley Lecture Theatre.  

The presentation will provide essential information

on careers at PA and there will also be a chance 

to have an informal chat to PA representatives 

over drinks and nibbles. For further information:

www.paconsulting.com

We look forward to seeing you at our presentation.

closer...
Look

Flawlessly directed by Andrew Mortimer and 
Anthony Wilks (who also offer excellent per-
formances as the two male leads), this is a 
superb piece of ensemble theatre that main-
tains its integrity and intensity throughout. 
Olivia Grant, as the graceful and sophisticated 
Anna, is positively luminous and Jessie Burton, 
struggling only occasionally (and not jarringly) 
with her Cockney accent, provides just the 
right counterpoint of waif-like vulnerability 
and street-wise allure. Individually they are all 
exceptionally talented, but more striking yet is 
the chemistry between the four of them, which 
infuses the whole performance with an energy 
and reality that brings out the very best of Mar-
ber’s play. 

If this production has a fault, it must be the 
frantic, often lengthy scufflings that pass for 
scene changes (partly a necessary evil of the 
BT), although, thankfully, the skill of the actors 
managed to salvage any loss of atmosphere and 
the prop-heavy staging was usually very effec-
tive in establishing the various changes of venue 
as the play progressed. But that is a very small 
quibble for what is, without question, a breath-
takingly good performance by all concerned. 

Shocking, sharp, poignant, heartfelt, and unre-
mittingly real: a clever and courageous produc-
tion of a clever and courageous play. I really 
cannot recommend it highly enough.

KA, 28.10.03

actors. All three characters continually walk the 
twilight zone between many opposing states; 
they tread the grey area between being the 
strong one or the weak, the good one or the bad, 
the victim or the manipulator, always leaving 
just enough doubt for the next twist of plot to 
be utterly believable, and indeed, in retrospect, 
clear to anyone who had been looking for it.

In fact, the acting was generally good, with 
only the occasional disappointment. Lily Sykes 
couldn’t be faulted, and even managed to cope 
with a fast-igniting handbag into which a ciga-
rette stub had been nonchalantly thrown min-
utes earlier (which just goes to show smoking 
really can kill you). However, in the opening 
scene in particular, Aoife Stone seemed to be 
nervous, and appeared to try and counter this 
by overacting. This wasn’t entirely her fault, as a 
lot of her dialogue was quite Pinteresque, run-
ning along the lines of, “What are you looking 
at?” “Looking?” [pause for effect] “Yes, looking” 

“I was looking at.” “Yes?” “The trees. I was looking 
at the trees [odd laugh].” However, her counter-
part, James Profumo, seemed fully at ease with 
the dialogue, and made it sound very natural 
indeed. As the trustworthy doctor, he certainly 
exuded confidence and honest dependability. At 
least, until the next scene.

But I’m not going to spill the beans on that one. 
If you want to know whodunnit, or in this case, 
whodunwhat, you’ll just have to go and see it. 
I can’t promise a life-changing experience, but 
it is certainly an entertaining enough evening to 
make you forget the world outside for a short 
while, and to transport you to another world 
where nothing is as it first seems.

Isabel Owen, 28.10.03
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The Country by Martin Crimp - Old Fire Station Theatre until Sat 1st


