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COMING OPEN

THE LITTLE BOOKSHOP, Covered Market. Oxford’s
smallest second-hand bookshop.

. PAPAL INDULT MASS (Tridentine Mass with permis-
sion). Every Sunday 10am at West Oxford Commu-
nity Centre, Botley Road (opposite St Frideswide’s,
near rail station).

MIRCH MASALA

Self-service 3 course buffet
6.00-11.30pm (Closed Mondays)
Eat as much as you like : £7.95
(children under 9 half price)
Halal Cuisine. Extensive menu. Fully Licensed
137-139,Cowley Rd. Tel: 728581
Take-Away Now Available

share. Upper Wolvercote. £255pcm plus bills/dep.
516932

TO LET : Quiet furnished room with view of woods
in family house, own bathroom with shower, park-
ing. £85 a week inc. Female wanted, postgrad or
professional, n/s. 20 mins city centre. View Decem-
ber, available Jan 1st. Phone now - Carol 01865
739622.

Single Room with own Bathroom. Excellent
facilities. Iffley. £65pw plus bills. Oxford
396055.0xacc@hotmail.com

PROPERTIES AVAILABLE Oxford end November.
Headington - superior 1 bed flat £825pcm. Head-
ington - modern, comfortable 3 bed house £895.
Littlemore - modern 2 bed flat £750pcm and
more.....Contact: LetsCo (Reasonable Rates to Land-
lords & Tenants) letsco_gmg@yahoo.co.uk 01865
377781

FLEXIBLE SHORT-TERM city centre apartment hire.
Fully furnished including bedlinen and towels.
Fully equipped kitchen. TV, Video, CD, Cassette,
Radio. Telephone. No smoking. Rates from 300 per

www.timediver.com for more information

UK & INTERNATIONAL telephone
interviewers required

Can you communicate clearly and confidently?

NOP Research, one of the largest market research

Far from the Madding Crowd

“Oxford’s No 1
Culture Spot”

week including utility bills (except phone calls).
Telephone (01865) 557529.

companies in the UK, seeks ENGLISH, SPANISH,
FRENCH and DUTCH language interviewers for
telephone market research surveys at our offices
in central Oxford.

(fﬁ“ OXBOW BOOKS ﬁﬁ

CHRISTMAS SALE
Tuesday 3rd - Monday 9th December
Hundred of bargains in Archaeology,

classics and medieval studies

Park End Place, Oxford
(behind the Park End Club)

SPECIALISING IN PARTIES Pleasant room in shared house. Hurst St. East

Oxford. Suit professional or postgrad. N/S.
£230pcm plus bills. Tel.243923

FOUR BEDROOM HOUSE, North Oxford, fully fur-
nished, two bathrooms, car parking. £1100pcm
plus bills. Simon 07768 403047

Open : MoN-FRrI 9AmM-9pM

6 SaT @ 9am-6pm, Sun 10:30am-4:30pm
@ MouTH-WATERING TRADITIONAL LEBANESE CUISINE

No selling involved at all.

Oxford City Centre, Large Room available with
Ensuite . £340 pcm. Email rowland.garnett@north
oxford property.co.uk or call 07798556584

English: Evening (5.30-9.00) or weekend shifts.
Other languages : Daytime shifts.

UHURU WHOLEFOODS
Stock up now for Christmas : y%{}
*Organic Christmas cakes & puddings, ¢

mince pies, nuts and fruits.
*Organic wines and beers.

48 Cowley Road, Oxford Ox 248249

ADDERBURY ENSEMBLE B % :
Schubert String Quintet in C Major 6 A

Russian Fairytale 9 ¢ AL-SALAM A
Qickets on the door or from Playhouse Box Office: 305305J

Delicatessen Shop LEBANESE RESTAURANT
E& Good Food, Good Atmosphere,

SPecIAL LUNCH PACKs - SANDWICHES
Unique DisH AND Soup of THE DAY VARY DaiLy

\- J

Applicants must be fluent in both the
written and spoken language. No
experience necessary as full training given.

PLace Your ParTY OrbeErs Now For Xmas
253 BanBury Roap Summertown Tel: 311660

Oxford
Coftee
Concerts

i Holywell Music Room )
Sunday Dec 1st
11.15 am

123 MORE ROOMS TO LET,
26 MORE HOUSES & FLATS TO LET
AND 3 HOUSES FOR SALE on

www.dailyinfo.co.uk

Enlgish : from £5.50 per hour
Spanish, French : £7 per hour
Dutch: £8 per hour

For full details call
Kelvin: (01865) 262807

www.nopworld.com

ﬁ NOP World

e

Talk followed by meditation practice
30 November, 2.30-4.00pm

Asian Cultural Centre,
Manzil Way, off Cowley Road, Oxford

ALL WELCOME ADMISSION FREE

Organised by Shanti Sadan
Tel: 020 7727 7846 www.shantisadan.org

UNICYCLES FOR SALE

UNICYCLE, 26 INCH WHEEL, chrome. Hand made
by DM Engineering. Top quality. Mint condition.
considered.
particularlyhungry@hotmail.com or leave message

£130 new Any genuine offers

on 432901

COMPLEMENTARY

THERAPIES

Relaxing aromatherapy massage with
organic oils, to ease aches, pains and stress.
Bliss! Also detox massage and

rejuvenating facials (E20-£35). Gift ) F
vouchers available. | 2%
call BodyBeat: 01865 316810. Wl =

EXHIBITIONS

Christ Church Picture Gallery

The Artist as Collector:
Sir Peter Lely (1618-80)

Thirty-five Old master drawings collected by Lely.
Until 28th April 2003
Entrance via Canterbury Gate / Oriel Square.

Open: Mon-Sat 10.30-1.00, 2.00-4.30. Sun 2.00-4.30 Tel. 276172

CINEMA

Until Thurs 5th December

Ultimate Picture Palace 245288

IL POSTINO(PG) Sat: 7.00 Sun & Mon:6.00
Heartwarming Italian classic.
FRAILTY (15) Sat: 11.30pm Sun & Mon: 10.30pm
Father becomes serial killer.

ROAD TO PERDITION(15) Sat: 4.30, 9.15 Sun: 3.30,
8.15 Mon: 8.15 Tue-Thu: 7.00, 9.15
Sam Mendes directs Tom Hanks

Odeon George Street 0870
5050007

THE QUIET AMERICAN(15) Daily: 12.30, 3.00,
5.30, 8.00
Michael Caine in potentially oscar-winning performance
ANITA AND ME (12A) Daily: 2.00, 4.15, 6.45, 9.00
A young Asian girl and her dubious role model.
LILO & STITCH (U) Sat & Sun : 11.30am
Alien authorities capture the most dangerous of criminals...
HARRY POTTER AND THE CHAMBER OF SECRETS (PG)
Daily: 12.00, 1.30, 3.45, 5.00, 7.30, 8.30 plus Sat & Sun:
10.00am
Part two of seven....
DIE ANOTHER DAY (12A) Daily: 11.45, 2.15, 2.45,
5.15, 5.45, 8.15, 8.45, plus Sat & Sun 11.15am.
The New James Bond. See review at www.dailyinfo.co.uk

ODEON SENIOR SCREEN : THE FELLOWSHIP OF
THE RING (PG) Wed: 10.45. Over 55s only!
First installment from Middle-Earth.

Odeon Magdalen Street 0870

5050007
MR DEEDS (12A) Daily: 1.00, 6.00,
Winona Ryder & Adam Sandler in romantic comedy
HARRY POTTER AND THE CHAMBER OF SECRETS (PG)
Daily: 12.30, 4.15, 8.00
Part two of seven.... will she write them all?

28 DAYS LATER (18) Daily: 3.30,8.30
Zombie future horror plague. See review at
www.dailyinfo.co.uk

Phoenix Picture House 512526

BOWLING FOR COLUMBINE (15) Daily: 2.00 (not
sat), 6.40(not mon), plus Thu: 11.30pm
Award-winning documentary on violence in US culture.
8 WOMEN (15) Daily: 2.30, 5.00, 7.10, 9.15
plus Sun: 12.00 noon

French whodunnit fun.See review at www.dailyinfo.co.uk

MORVERN CALLAR(15) Daily: 4.40, 9.10,
plus Sat & Thu :11.30 pm
Publishing the dead boyfriend’s book....

TWO STATES OF MIND (12A) & UNDER THE CIR
CUMSTANCES (12A)Sun : 12 noon
Brighton Jewish Festival on tour
HINDI CINEMA : DEWANGEE (PG) Sun 2.00
Modern mystery thriller, loosely based on “Primal fear”
KIDS CLUB STUART LITTLE 2 (U) Sat: Fun 1.15,
Film 2.00

More rodent fun. No unaccompanied adults.

Sat: 10am~7pm
Sun: 10am~5pm

o

New restaurant

A

L opening soon! www.russianfairytale.com J

FOR SALE

Piano. £300. Overstrung, underdampened, fairly
good condition. Phone 01865 723823

SERVICES OFFERED

GOING HOME?
Got a lot of luggage / personal effects / papers?
Don’t pay airline prices.
Don’t lug it through airports and stations.

U.K services available as well as foreign destinations.
We can ship your personal effects back home
at a fraction of the cost of airline excess
baggage prices, and with none of the hassle.
R.M BAGGAGE SERVICES
RING FREEPHONE 0800 0184268

ALEXANDER TECHNIQUE LESSONSs, central Oxford
and Headington. Student rates. Tel; 01865-765511.
s.c@btinternet.com www.oxat.net

THESIS CHECKING, proof-reading. WordsInTime,
Oxford. www.wordsintime.com/students Telephone
0870 085 7012

BIG OR SMALL WE SHIP IT ALL: also 24-hour photo-
copying, private mailing addresses (24-hour access
and forwarding worldwide), binding, fax bureau and
much more. Mail Boxes Etc. Summertown 01865
514655, Headington 01865 741729

GARDENER, EXPERIENCED. Call David: 510412

VANOLOGY REMOVAL SERVICE. Reasonable rates.
Local and long distance. Reliable. Phone / fax
John 01865-243609.

vanology@go.com 19 more on

www.dailyinfo.co.uk!

THEATRE

Until Thurs 5th December

Oxford Playhouse 305305
CANDIDE Fri 29th: 7.30 Sat 30th: 2.30, 7.30
Oxford Operatic Society do Bernstein doing Voltaire. £9.50-£15
See review at www.dailyinfo.co.uk

The Apollo Oxford 0870 6063500
THE HOBBIT Fri 29th: 7.30 Sat 30th: 2.30, 7.30
The prelude to Lord of the Rings. See review at
www.dailyinfo.co.uk
FREDDIE STARR Sun 1st : Doors: 7.30pm
Zany legend’s all-new show. £12/£14/£15.50
CARMEN Tue 3rd & Fri 6th : 7.15pm
Glyndebourne’s touring version. £16-£49.50
EUGENE ONEGIN Wed 4th & Sat 7th: 7.15pm
Glyndebourne’s touring version. £16-£49.50
ALBERT HERRING Thu 5th: 7.15pm
Glyndebourne’s touring version. £16-£49.50

Old Fire Station Theatre 297170

LOOK BACKIN ANGER Fri 29th: 7.30 Sat 30th: 2.30, 7.30
Revolutionary kitchen-sink drama. See review at
www.dailyinfo.co.uk

Burton Taylor Theatre 305350

CROSSED WIRE Fri 29th & Sat 30th : 7.30pm
New writing: Fresh political theatre / £5/ £4 See review at
www.dailyinfo.co.uk

THE TALENTED MR RIPLEY Fri 29th & Sat 30th

:9.30pm
One of fiction’s greatest anti-heroes / £5 / £4 See review
at www.dailyinfo.co.uk
THE LION IN WINTER BY JAMES GOLDMAN

Tue 3rd - Sat 7th : 7.30pm

France, 1183: A family gathers to exhange, celebrate
and destroy each other / £5/ £4

PROMETHEUS BOUND Tue 3rd - Sat 7th : 9.30pm

Greek tragedy / £5/ £4
Pegasus Theatre 722851
TRIPLICITY 2 Fri 29th: 8pm

Oxford Youth Dance Co. present 3 special commissions
created with professional choreographers.
£5.50/£3.50/£2.50

ANNUAL SHOWCASE Sat 30th: 8pm
Oxford Contemporary Dance School presents contem-
porary & street pieces. £5.50/£3.50

Holywell Music Room

THE GILBERT & SULLIVAN SOCIETY : IOLANTHE
Thu 28th & Fri 29th: 8pm
G&S'’s operetta of lords and fairies. £4 (students)

Moser Theatre , Wadham

BLACK COMEDY Fri 29th & Sat 30th: 7.30pm
How people act when they can’t be seen. See review at
www.dailyinfo.co.uk
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Excellent cuisine at reasonable prices

THE STANDARD TANDOORI

INDIAN RESTAURANT & TAKEAWAY
(FULLY LICENSED)
-- Opposite the Phoenix Cinema --

For bookings, tel. 553557

117 Walton St, Oxford, OX2 6AJ.
Open 7 days - 12 - 2.30pm, 6 - 11.30pm
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AL SHAMI

LEBANESE RESTAURANT

COMPUTERS
FOR SALE/ HELP

PCFIXIT. No fix, no pay. Free
consultation. Ring 01865243609.
pcfixit@go.com

RENT AN IMAC with printer from
£45.00/month, iBook from
£65.00/month. wwwmacfaction.co.uk / 01865
7640091.

OXFORD MACINTOSH SOLUTIONS Ltd for all your
Apple Macintosh Sales Services and Support. 0871
7170000 www.omsuk.com

40 more on
www.dailyinfo.co.uk!

Records! CDs! @ Vinyl Frontier, 101A
Cowley Road. Mon - Sat: 11am-6pm.
01865 201204
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1963 Oxford trained Britain's
frst fiying police dog

Costin
1817

1. Conditions for early members of the force
were stringent. They began on 17/- (85p) a
week with the possibility of rising to £1 a
week for a first class constable. Hours were
long and discipline was strict. Sergeants and
inspectors were on their own beat making
sure the Constables weren't slipping into the

ESCAPE

A more enjoyable way to book your travel \af
call us on 01865 202038 @?"\@
email us on flytravel@btclick.com I
call in at 66 st clements fly travel
ESCAPE THE WINTER!
1 week Package Specials in January:

£279 - Orlando (Self Catering)

£329 - Goa (3* hotel)

£439 - Maldives (Self catering)

Discounted travel insurance available.
Book yourself an exclusive appointment at our ]
round-the-world travel clinics, call us or email for details.

BANDS, DISCQOS, LIGHTS

DISCO PA & LIGHTING EQUIPMENT: hire
and sales. 118 Cowley Rd. 01865 722027

DISCOS, KARAOKES AND EQUIPMENT
HIRE: Dave Seamer Entertainments,
(01865) 240054

- BANDS, DISCO, KARAOKE, equipment
~ hire, from ODS. 01865 736660

A

9 more on
www.dailyinfo.co.uk!

GIGS

Sat 30th

SKITTLE ALLEY PROMOTIONS / Live music & DJ /
£4 B4 10.00, £5 after / 8.30-2.00am / The Jam Factory,
27 Park End St

ATHENA / Latin jazz / 11pm-2am / Freud’s, Walton St; Tel:
311171

BURNING BRIDES / TEN BENSON / WINNEBAGO
DEAL / New V2 signings from USA / 7-10.30pm / The
Zodiac, 190 Cowley Road; Tel: 420042

DAVID DEVANT & HIS SPIRIT WIFE / plus support.
£5/£4 with IMSOC card / Doors 8pm - Bands start
early! / Wheatsheaf, 129, High St

LATIN NIGHT/FIESTA LATINA / OU Chilean Society
presents dance classes & Live Carnival Music with
Sol Samba. £3/£2.50 / 21:30-02:00 / St Catherine’s
College, Woodstock Road

Sun 1st

DAVE DUNBAR / Piano / 2-4pm, followed by Viva
Salsa! latin dance at 6pm / Freud’s, Walton St; Tel:
311171

VACANT STARE / THISGIRL / 5IVE’S CONTINUUM
PROJECT / JOHNNY TRUANT / Rock Sound Revolu-
tion Tour Package £7 adv/£8 door / 7-11pm / The
Zodiac, 190 Cowley Road; Tel: 420042

Mon 2nd

THE COMEDY CELLAR / Sister club to the Jericho.
Old favourites & newcomers . £5. Booking ; 203705 /
Doors: 8pm. Show: 9pm / Downstairs @ The Cock &
Camel, George Street

MONDAY BLUES / Paul Lamb and the Kingsnakes,
UK / Backroom @ The Bully, 162 Cowley Road; Tel:
244516, Fax: 202457

VILLANOVA JUNCTION / Jazz Duo / 10pm-midnight /
Freud’s, Walton St; Tel: 311171

Tue 3rd

PLAYBABY / R&B and hip hop. / £1b4 9,30 with flyer.
£3 thereafter. / Baby, 213 Cowley Rd

JERICHO COMEDY CLUB / The human brylcreem
Stanley Mchale; Shazia Mirza (tbc); guest MC Darrell
Martin. £5/£4 / Doors: 8pm. Show: 9pm / The Jericho,
Walton Street

i

pubs for illicit refreshment.. Smoking on duty was
strictly forbidden, but one constable had a pipe
3% inches long which he could hide in the palm
of his hand. Some relief came when Chief Con-
stable Fox issued an order allowing Constables to
smoke on duty between midnight and 4am. This
appears to have been not so much benevolence,
as a wish to prevent his men from sneaking down
alleyways for a quick one

2.The possibility of motorisation excited the imag-
ination of the police in the 20’s. A special van was
designed with floodlighting equipment, towing
attachments, two stretcher platforms and a col-
lapsible cell. The scheme was abandoned when
the cell collapsed with a prisoner in transit from
Chipping Norton to Oxford.

3. Danko, a member of the Oxford Dog Section,
was the only dog in the country to take part in an
excercise in capture from the air. He jumped from
a helicopter 4 feet above the ground, before chas-
ing and capturing his quarry.

88 Co:/\éley fRoad Tel. 2;50819 ai Open EVERY day, INCLUDING CHRISTMAS DAY! i
Exceptional food for exceptional customers % Book your Christmas Party now - OXFORD HISTORY PART TIME, INTERESTING secretarial work in North
The Yoea of ~OPEN~ [PYGCEAA CKASKA]| ¢ Our new extension allows us to cater for Oxford. Flexible hours. Good rates. Phone 557560
g Weekdays: LI 0 office parties & large groups. OXFO I POLICE
p— %’.3 _ XFORD CITY |
Self-Knowledge Loam-8pm B | SPECIAL CHRISTMAS MENU! o BOX OFFICE ASSISTANT (Full Time) The Oxford Apollo

. Enthusiastic friendly team needs new member!
You should have excellent communiction skills
and love of theatre plus flexible attitude to work
hours. katherine.binks@clearchannel.co.uk Closing
date 6/12. Only those shortlisted will be contacted.

28 more on
www.dailyinfo.co.uk!

ITION OFFERED

HELP in GERMAN by NATIVE SPEAKER.

Develop & improve your oral proficiency & your

contact to Germany with an experienced private

German tutor with excellent connections to & a
base in Germany. Lessons in your home.

& 01784 491029 or 0049 2403 800671
& christophesser@yahoo.de

GUITAR TUITION. All ages/levels welcome. Tel. 07791
196981

ENJOY LEARNING ENGLISH! Home visits by Cam-
bridge graduate. 01865 881095 arhaydon@clara.net

TAO YOGA - for health, relaxation and growth. Simple
effortless movements. Tuesday evening classes for
just £4/£3 and occasional weekends. All welcome.
Details from wwwhealingtaooxford.co.uk or Oxford
432901

ESPANOL / SPANISH / CASTELLANO. Qualified native
teacher (PGCE). Amazing lessons! 07855 526507

ENGLISH LANGUAGE TUITION. Cambridae / IELTS
exams. Writing skills.
Thesis checking.
728698

18 more ads in “TUITION”
on www.dailyinfo.co.uk!

MEETINGS / LECTURES REVIEW : RESERVOIR BOOKS

PUBLICIZE YOUR SOCIETY HERE!
Put YOUR meetings or lectures up -
immediately, any time and free - at

www.dailyinfo.co.uk.
Queries to dailyinfo@dailyinfo.co.uk

Sat 30th

STOP THE WAR COALITION / March: Don\'t Attack
Iraq. Justice for Palestine / 12.30pm / Asian Cultural
Centre, Manzil Way

MICHAEL CORRIS, ARTIST AND WRITER / Gallery
talk / free, no booking required. This tour is British Sign
Language Interpreted. / Modern Art Oxford, 30 Pem-
broke Street. 3pm; Tel: 722733

YOGA OF SELF-KNOWLEDGE / Talk and meditation
practice / 2.30-4.00pm / Asian Cultural centre, Manzil
way, off Cowley rd, Oxford. All welcome. Organised by
Shanti sadan. Tel 0207727 7846

Sun 1st

DECEMBER POETRY PARTY / Local & student poets,
musicians and guest readers Michael Horovitz & Carmen
Bugan host a celebration of the arts. Free entry/drinks! /
7.30-11pm / New Music Room, Corpus Christi College,
Merton St
CHRISTMAS DECORATIONS WORKSHOP / Skilled
artist shows how to make high-class decs from natural
materials. £5 day / £2.50 half-day. Tel. J Webb: 01865
243486 | 377487 |/ 10.30am-3.30pm / Milham Ford
School, Harberton Mead. Map Ref. SP530 073
CHARITY CHRISTMAS STALLS / Fair Trade Advent
Calendars, Christmas cards, cakes, jams & more / Uni-
versity Church of St. Mary, High Street / 12.15 pm

Mon 2nd
PAUL LANGFORD / England Their England - Histori-
cal Perspectives / The Arts Room, Trinity / OUHS, £2.50

(free for members), 8:30 pm / Web: www.ouhs.co.uk /
Email: histsoc@herald.ox.ac.uk

Tue 3rd

EMOTIONAL HEALTH ANONYMOUS / For details
phone John (243553), or Mary (863340) / 8pm / St Mar-
garet’s Institute, St Margaret's Institute, Polstead Road
TIBETAN BUDDHIST SITTING MEDITATION / Instruc-
tion available. Details 241555 / 7.00 - 8.15 / Thrangu
House, 42 Magdalen Rd

SPIRITUAL HEALING / No charge (/donation) / 6.30 -
8pm / Friends’ Meeting House, 43 St Giles

C S LEWIS SOCIETY / Trip to Stratford-Upon-Avon for
The Lion, the Witch and the Wardrobe. / 8.15pm / Frederic
Hood Room, Pusey House, St Giles

‘THE COURAGE TO STAND ALONE’ / With Bernie
Prior/ £5 Details 01886 853051 / 7.30pm / Friends’ Meet-
ing House, 43 St Giles

SIR RANULPH FIENNES / The ‘world’s greatest living
explorer’. / 8.30pm / Oxford Union, Frewin Court
KABBALAH - MYSTICAL TEXTS / With Biblical scholar
Mordechai (Marc) Gafni. Graduate seminar open to all /
5pm / Oriental Institute, Pusey Lane

Reservoir Books is not just a bookshop. Its trendy black-
and-red, Tarantino-referencing shopfront and décor
belies its true identity as an extremely ambitious cul-
tural and intellectual project.

One of the reasons Reservoir Books is where it is is
that it is preserving the crumbling 16th century building
(until recently a hairdresser’s and restaurant) that hosts
it. With the roof still half consisting of plastic sheeting
(the interior was left exposed to the elements by the
previous owner), the building is a vast, extremely dilapi-
dated four-storey labyrinth of oak-panelled rooms and
winding staircases. What the customer currently gets
to see is on the lower floor alone, and is a pleasingly
white-painted café, its walls lined
with books, films and - because it
could not be removed - a hairdress-
er's long mirror. You would never
guess that this place was bought
for £10,000, its roof open and its
lower floor littered with dead animals
and syringes, and then restored by
the two owners themselves. On
one table sits an enchanting wooden
cage inhabited by two tiny feathered
birds which twitter magically at the
flick of a switch. “For the children,”
| am informed by Jonathan Ungar,
one of the proprietors of the estab-
lishment.

When | visit to hear about the project,
Jonathan’s wife Eleanor (a philoso-
phy and educational studies grad-
uate) is busy running the gently
buzzing café and shop single-
handed. Jonathan breaks off from talking to me to lend
a hand, and as the couple move swiftly between tables,
food counter/sales desk and video club membership
desk/information point, it is evident that the enterprise
is not just a business venture, but also a labour of
love. The food served in the café also has this air
of thoughtfulness about it; the delicious cakes are reg-
ularly brought back by Eleanor from her homeland,
France; the French hot chocolate is the best | have
tasted in an Oxford café and the carefully-chosen Euro-
pean menu is varied, interesting and cheap.

Whilst | wait, | scan the shelves of films and books and
find (amongst others) impressive Philosophy, History
and Fiction sections, all featuring seminal texts (includ-
ing many set texts - take note Oxford PPE-ists!) at very
low prices. Surprised that they have not been snaffled
from the shelves already, | later learn that new books
arrive all the time through donation, either from individ-
uals or from publishers to whom Jonathan has made
enquiries. The film section is also impressive, featuring
unusual foreign and cult films. Membership of the video

club is on a returnable deposit basis, and overnight
rental is a mere £1.50.

Film is, in fact, to be the direction of the next arm
of Reservoir Books’ endeavours. Taking over what
was once Convocation Coffee House, in a superbly
central location on Radcliffe Square under the Uni-
versity Church, Jonathan and Eleanor will be show-
ing foreign and classic films not generally available in
cinemas (even of the more art-house variety). Show-
ings will start next year, quite probably in the next
Oxford University term. Membership details are still
being finalized. Watch this space...

The ultimate aim here, after raising funds
for and awareness of the project though
the bookshop and film club, is to obtain
the funding to restore the entire building
over the next few years, finally opening
it as - get this - a ground-breaking vir-
tual exhibition space, with walls of elec-
tronic screens presenting materials (such
as rare manuscripts) which are never
normally accessible to members of the
public. Themed exhibitions may also be
held on contentious issues, such as the
abuse of children or the elderly, drug
abuse and eating disorders, and will be
accompanied by open public debates
and discussions. This gives a glimmer of
insight into of the far-reaching nature of
the project: Jonathan and Eleanor want
to create a cultural space which pro-
vides a kind of democratic centre of
learning, an alternative to the other, more
“establishment” educational facilities of
the town. It will be accessible to all. Intellectuals from
around the world will be invited to place a “family tree”
of their cultural heritage within the project’s archive,
in the form of five carefully selected books which
have influenced their thought; outreach projects will
try to encourage minority communities in Oxford to
use the facility as part of their own space. When all
this is up and running, Reservoir Books per se will
bow out gracefully, and cease to exist.

This is surely the kind of far-sighted and inclusive
scheme that Oxford should embrace as it makes
its bid for European City of Culture in 2008. Stu-
dents love Reservoir Books, and | resolved to make
a return visit soon - perhaps after | finish the Ken
Kesey novel | had been looking for in libraries for
weeks, and spotted on Reservoir Books’ shelf for
£2...

Su Jordan, 21.11.02
Open now since February 2002

The only dally publication read in all colleges & departments.
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